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Dear Dick,
Below is the email version of a recent printed
newsletter we sent to our prayer and financial partners
by old fashioned snail mail earlier this month. We are
working to update our contact lists. In the meantime,
skip this if you did get a copy in the mail, and please send
us your mailing address if you would like to receive one
or two letters from us each year.
Once again we are attempting to recap the highlights of the past six months as a
way of saying thank you for standing with us in prayer and for supporting this
ministry financially. Your partnership is invaluable!

Since January, we have experienced the colorful contrast of language, people, and
landscape in Oaxaca. In January, we visited villages in the desert valley. In

February, we visited Zapotec speakers in the earthquake-torn area of the
isthmus. In April, we were in the muggy lowland rain forest with Chinantec
speakers, and then in the cool highland pine forests with people who spoke
Mixtec. In June, we visited the southwest corner of Oaxaca, where people speak
Chayuco and another variant of Mixtec, and where juicy organic pineapples and
six distinct varieties of banana are grown.
The food was as varied as the people, from shrimp soup
we basically ate with our fingers, to pork rind soup, and
finally a nopal cactus soup with mustard greens. In each
case, we ate the typical fare of each region. In the
Mixteca we were served a delicacy I call barbacoa
extraordinaire, chicken steam-cooked underground over a
smokey corn casserole covered with agave leaves. In each case we celebrated the
true meaning of convivio a Spanish word that literally means “doing life together.”
Four different weeks we hosted short-term teams from American churches. Both
team trips in April involved sleeping on the ground, sharing an outhouse, taking
bucket showers, and doing a fair amount of hiking and walking during the day. All
discomforts seemed minor compared to the joy of planting the imperishable
Seed, the living and abiding Word of God, and watching people set free from sin
and darkness as they put their faith in Christ. This is what keeps us going!

We had the privilege of partnering together with saints
like Oscar, Alfredo, Augustin, Bartolo, Porfirio, Genesis,
Rosa, Margarita, Raymundo, Nicholas, Valente, Damiana,
Bernadina, Arnulfo, Gregorio, and many others, and we
saw great fruit. These photos and names mean little to
you, but these are true heroes of the faith, right up there
with John the Baptist and the Apostle Paul - fierce in their loyalty to the cause of
Christ and their passion to reach the lost. Their kingdom-mindedness inspires us
to persevere.

What energizes us more than anything are the
testimonies we receive from our
field partners. We chuckle over
people literally hiding their audio
Bible, their most valuable
possession, for fear someone
might steal it. Then there are
tales of those who learn the hard way that lending such a treasure may not be the
best idea. Most of all, we rejoice over stories of people who simply believe what
they hear, and trust Jesus for their salvation and healing.
In the Nahuatl area, one man lost his toe due to an accidental run-in with a
machete. Remembering what he had seen in the Jesus Film, how Jesus restored
the man’s ear in the Garden of Gethsemane, he placed the toe back in place, and it
miraculously grafted back in. Another woman who had gone blind received her
sight after listening to the scriptures in her language, being fully convinced that
would not be a big thing to entrust to God. It makes me wonder what we might
see and experience if we took the scriptures at face value and simply lived as
though it were true!
Partners in reaching the unreached,

-Jim and Jamie Loker
Latin America Directors at Audio Scripture Ministries

Prayer Needs
Praise the Lord for some recent gifts that supplied a generous number of audio
Bibles for Mexico. Please pray for wisdom as we identify regional coordinators
who can help us distribute these materials.
Pray for the 200 Amuzgo and Chayuco speaking families who recently received
an audio Bible in their own language as they develop a daily habit of listening to
scripture.

Praise God that 70 churches that have each have made a commitment to listen
through the New Testament in their mother tongue for the next 12 months.
Please pray for our coworkers, Ellie and Lila, who will return to the US at the end
of 2018. Pray that God will begin to bring us others like them, with a desire to
reach the indigenous people of Mexico.
Praise God for the advancement of cell phone technology in Mexico. Towers are
being constructed in remote villages, and several apps are now available for
listening to Scripture and reading along. (Go to www.Bible.is to see and hear
some of the recordings we have made.)
Praise God for the Chatino people who have started to listen to God's Word and
have made decisions to become followers of Jesus. Pray that they will grow in
their faith.
Please pray for the upcoming Otomi and Tenek New Testament recordings. Pray
that some of the readers will be able to travel to Mitla to record, so our techs
won't have to be in the village away from their families for several months.

Family News
In the midst of all these ministry happenings, we also welcomed two new
grandchildren so far in 2018, with another one due in the fall. By year’s end we
will have ten grandchildren age seven and under. Being grandparents is a delight,
even though none of the little ones live close to us.
Our east coast daughter (Bekah) and west coast daughter (Hannah) met here in
Michigan earlier this month with our granddaughter, Reagan, for a very fun but
short visit. In June we spent a few days in Wisconsin with Chris and his family. In
August we will drive over to Toronto for a flight to New Brunswick to see Tim and
our two Canadian granddaughters.
Lord willing, we will have a full family reunion a year from now, when Mike and
Amy are stateside for the summer. For now, we aim to see each of our adult
children and their families at least once each year.
Thank you for praying for Debbie’s health. Praise the Lord she does not need
brain surgery for the pituitary tumor. Her new medication seems to effectively
stop the pain and vomiting associated with her (now occasional) bouts of CVS.
Please pray for wisdom as we navigate her young adulthood with some other

medical issues and decide how to proceed with career options or ongoing
education.
While you’re at it, keep our 21-year-old, Jonny, in prayer. He is home for the
summer, and then he has one more year at Hope College before he
graduates. After that, we have no idea. He is majoring in Philosophy. We will
leave it at that. He’s a bright, wonderful, funny kid, but ... needs prayer.
Jim and I are going on a mission trip to Guatemala with our local church here in
Michigan the first week of August. We’d appreciate some prayer covering for
that, too. And on it goes. Please drop us a line occasionally and let us know how to
be praying for you, too. It is always a privilege to lift your needs in prayer.
Bless you if you read all the way through this long letter. Our regular email
updates are generally more concise. Make sure you are receiving those if you are
serious about praying for our ministry. Thanks!

Your tax-deductible donation can be sent to:
Audio Scripture Ministries
760 S Waverly Rd, Holland, MI 49423

Give online at www.audioscripture.org
Please designate your gift for either Jim Loker or Mexico Audio Bibles.

Don't forget to "LIKE" us on Facebook to see photos and additional updates!

Contact us:
Note our NEW Email: lokers@audioscripture.org
Jim Loker: +1.616.594.4614
Jamie Loker: +1.616.848.8652
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