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Is hope a necessity? Why or why not?
This was our last question of our first discussion this year. We centered it
around hope on purpose. Hope isn't a word you hear much in Downtown
Pittsburgh unless its in regards to a Steelers victory.
The students shared their perspectives on hope and we were able to pinpoint a
common thread: Hope happens when things are out of your control. Since a
lot of things are out of your control, hope is essential.
Our conclusion as a group set the perfect foundation for me to share a personal
story with them about a moment in my life when all I had was hope. I spoke
further into the story, connecting it to God and how without him, I wouldn't be
able to share this story with them. It was one of the moments when everyone
was listening so intently I wasn't sure they were still breathing.

After the wrap-up, the students stuck around, still talking deeply about hope
and their own lives. It was an amazing breakthrough. Something in my story
was able to plow through the walls of our students in the Cellar. We usually
close at 6, but that night we stayed open until almost 7. I couldn't bring myself
to close the doors on this moment. God was moving through the hearts of
these teenagers in a way we haven't seen before. The students may never call
it that, but we know that's exactly what is was.
Thank you for your continued generosity towards the Cellar. Your choice to
support this mission empowers us each day to be the light and share the light
of Jesus to the students in Downtown Pittsburgh.
Lamentations 3:21-23

Donate Dinners
Discussions, like the one I shared
about above, happen every Tuesday
around a meal. If you are interested
in cooking a dinner for us, email April
at agratton@yfcmp.org.

Pray with us
As we get to know our students, pray
with us for their hearts and that our
relationship be a representation of
Christ's love in their lives.

