BEL VED
Ta k e n
Blessed
Broken
Given

Traditional
January 14
Prayer Concerns: David Sensenbrenner, Ken Hay

Today’s Sanctuary flowers provided by Leola Ahrens to the glory of God in memory of Bob.
Today’s choral selections are provided by the Temple Choir under the direction of Joan Nevill. Organist: Barbara Waite.
Special Music provided by Temple Brass.
Ushers January 14: Greg & Linda Stilwell, captains; Chuck Taylor, Jaque Hardin
Ushers January 21: Eric Eades, captains; Seby Durgy, Chuck Taylor, Ronnie Pursley
Greeters January 14: Marty Van Stone, Betty Schoefield, Wanda Erwin, Carla Bolin
Greeters January 21: Rosemary Warren Heinsohn, John Oberhelman, Lila Allen

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

Temple Brass

WELCOME
PRELUDE

Flute Piece. W. Hine

CALL TO WORSHIP
		Leader: We enter into worship today with hope in our hearts,
People: Hope for something that happens here, something that reminds we can live as God would have us live.
Leader: God has promised good to the world.
People: We believe the promise.
CHORAL INTROIT

“Morning Has Broken”

†

CHIMES & SERVICES OF LIGHT

†

PROCESSIONAL HYMN #62

†

PASSING OF THE PEACE
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Please turn to those around you and pass the peace of Christ.

“I Am a Poor Wayfaring Stranger” arr. by Jeff Anderson

SPECIAL MUSIC

“I Am a Poor Wayfaring Stranger” arr. by Jeff Anderson

CALL TO PRAYER
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray as one.
PASTORAL PRAYER
All: Merciful God, Your love never ends. We confess that we do not always share Your love as we should. While You
have called all Christians to live as one body, we struggle member against member. While You would have us share
of our Spirit-given time and talents, we ignore Your call. While You have called us to forgive, we have forgotten Your
mercy on us. Lord, deliver us and set us free. And now, hear us as we pray, each in our own hearts and our own ways...
LORD’S PRAYER
Matthew 6:9-13 “Pray then like this: ‘Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.’”
GIVING TITHES & OFFERING
†

“Jesus Lover of My Soul” Joseph Parry, arr. by Cindy DiCosla

DOXOLOGY The congregation stands as the Ushers return the offering to the Altar.

ANTHEM

#95 in Hymnal
“We Sing One Common Lord” by Carter

KIDZ MOMENT
SCRIPTURE READINGS

Jeremiah 1:4-10

Jeremiah’s Call and Commission
4 Now the word of the Lord came to me saying,
5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you;
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”
6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” 7 But the Lord said to me,
“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’;
for you shall go to all to whom I send you,
and you shall speak whatever I command you.
8 Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you to deliver you,
says the Lord.”
9 Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me,
“Now I have put my words in your mouth.
10 See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to pull down,
to destroy and to overthrow,
to build and to plant.”
FAITH WE SING #2086 			

“Open Our Eyes”

MESSAGE by Pastor Andy Payton

“Taken”

Our scriptrue today comes from the Book of Jeremiah Chapter 1 vs 4 through 10.
Now the word of the Lord came to me saying before I formed you in the womb I knew you. And before you were born I consecrated you. I
appointed you a prophet to the nations. Then I said Ah Lord God truly I do not know how to speak. I’m only a boy but the Lord said to me
Do not say I am only a boy for you shall go to all to whom I send you. And you shall speak whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of
them. For I am with you to deliver you says the Lord. Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth and the Lord said to me. Now
I have put my words in your mouth. See today I appoint you over nations and Dover kingdoms to pluck up and to pulldown to destroy and
to overthrow to build and to plant. This is the word of God for the people of God.
Well good morning all you snowflakes. You can laugh at my joke. It’s ok. It’s funny, it’s funny. Okay don’t laugh at my joke I don’t even care.
Not going to hurt my feelings. It is good to be with you this day is good to be with you this day. I am so grateful that you have braved the
perils of winter to be with us in this place. As we get started with our sermon series beloved last week we began our series and today we’re
continuing our series and we’re talking about what does it mean to be God’s beloved. The series is based upon one of my favorite books
by Henry Nowen on Life of the Beloved and what he suggests is that to be the beloved of God, it means that we are taken, blessed, broken,
and given. These words are from Jesus’s words of institution over the communion bread. Jesus took the last broken, gave the bread. What
Nowen suggests is as gospel of children, God takes us, blesses us, breaks us, and gives us to the world. And so today as we get started
I’m going to invite you to do is this. Last week I said one of the things that my dad always says during Christmas is glad you got to see me.
He always says that before I can leave he says Andy, I’m glad you get to see me. Well today I’m going to invite you to look at your neighbor
as we think about what it means to be taken. I want you to look at your neighbor and say to them you’re different. It’s okay, it’s true. It feels
good, I know. Yeah yeah. Yeah.
You’re different friends, you’re different. Let’s begin with the word prayer. God we do celebrate our differences this day and we ask that
you would help us to be present to you even as you are here present with us. I pray that you would take the words of my mouth and the
meditations of all of our hearts and help to make them to be acceptable at your side. I pray this in the name of Christ.
So one of my great epiphanies from 2017 is that God comes to us disguised as our lives. This is taken from my readings of the Desert
Fathers and Mothers which is kind of an eclectic obscure group of Christians in the early church who fled Rome because they thought
Rome was a shipwreck, and so they fled Rome to be close to God. And the best as I can explain what they believed was that God comes
to us disguised as our lives. And yet at the same time is more than our lives. Or to say it another way, for some reason God desires to be
uniquely present in you.
And God desires to be shared uniquely through you, which means we can no longer look at our lives and say that they are simply ordinary.
We can no longer look at our lives and simply say that we are just like everyone else. We can no longer look at our lives and say there is
nothing special about us because we are vessels of the divine. And certainly one of the big struggles though is just to do just that- to look
at our lives and say I’m nothing special. To look at our lives and say that I’m nobody. To look at all our lives and say there’s nothing really
all that different than me. Friends I’m here to suggest to you this day that to be taken is to realize that we are not a nobody, that God has
called us to be a somebody, and we are uniquely different. Each of us in our own way.
Certainly we find echoes of this the prophet Jeremiah. I mean if you think about the whole interchange between God and the prophet
Jeremiah it’s this whole nobody in somebody’s struggle that the prophet goes through. God calls the prophet, and what does the prophet
say? He says I’m just a boy I’m a nobody.
And God’s response to Jeremiah the prophet is basically don’t call yourself a nobody when I’ve made you somebody. I have meaning and
purpose in mind for you. And friends hear me when I say this God has meaning and purpose in mind for each of you to. A unique meaning
and purpose. I suppose if I was going to say what it means to be taken today, the first thing I would suggest is that to be taken really is
about finding the inner freedom to live our lives and to speak with their own voice and to do what is ours to do. And now this is really easier
said than done- to learn to speak with their own voice and to do what is ours to do, it means that we have to do a lot of unpacking within
our lives to find the inner freedom to do that. One of the things we might have to walk away from is the expectations of family. Another
thing we might have to do is walk away from the expectations of our society and culture. Dare I say one of the things we might be willing
to have to be willing to walk away from is the expectations of our own religion at times. To learn to have inner freedom to be US is much
easier said than done because friends there’s always persecution involved when we do it.
For Jeremiah for example as he learned to speak with his own voice. I mean he went through all kinds of hardship because of it. In fact if
you look at the story of Jeremiah, I would suggest that maybe he did not even have one convert. In fact he continually was harassed for
speaking what God had put on his heart and on his lips to say. The other flip-side of persecution maybe it’s not an external thing, it could
be an internal thing. As we begin to learn to speak with their own voice, we begin to second guess ourselves. We think to ourselves that I
did I say it right or did I say the right thing or we feel guilty for sharing or perspective. But to be taken means though that we begin to trust
their own voice within our heart. And we begin to do what is ours to do and say what is ours to say which basically involves loving and
building up the people that God has put within our lives. Healing the brokenness that we see within our own lives and cherishing the people
that God has brought into our lives. I think the other thing I would say about being taken is that it’s important to be surrounded with people
that celebrate are taken-ness if you will.I don’t know if that’s a word I should probably ask JillAnn if that’s really a word- she’s the English
person in our staff. But we need people in our life to celebrate our taking this our uniqueness. We need people within our lives that remind
us that when we’re feeling like a nobody that we are somebody. I mean we all need them in their lives. And there’s always moments in our
lives when we feel less than. There’s always moments in our lives where we feel like we don’t measure up. There’s always moments in our
lives where we again feel very ordinary, and we need safe people within our lives that are able to celebrate our unique intricacies which in
my opinion is a big part of what the church should be and what the church should do. Unfortunately the Church historically has this way of
wanting to put people within our mold. We’ve not always been good at celebrating everyone’s uniqueness. And I believe if we’re truly going
to live into the call that God has put on us as a congregation and as the body of Christ, it means that we celebrate the differences within
each and every.
To be taken, it means that we intentionally surround ourselves with people that are safe and celebrate the unique things about us. And
finally I think to be taken it means that we take time to be grateful for the unique gifts that we’ve been given because as I said God
uniquely wants to be present in each of us. And God desires to uniquely be shared through each and every one of our lives which means
we have to take time to be grateful for the unique gifts that God has given to each of us. What you get is much easier said than done. And
the reason why I say that is because well many times our greatest joys are hidden in our deepest griefs and the biggest blessings are
oftentimes found within the areas of the deepest brokenness that we experience. I mean I think about it this way- I’ve noticed that as a
pastor at times of a funeral for example, the death of a loved one oftentimes brings the family together in a way that the family has not
been together for a long time. Or I’ve noticed that when a person gets sick and goes to the hospital and the fact that they are wrestling
with their own mortality forces them to think about what’s really valuable important within their life.
Or become a parent. That child and children can absolutely drive us up the wall. It’s at the same time almost paradoxically those children
that God has given to our lives help us grow in our own capacity to love.
The spiritual struggle in this. It’s always the struggle between blessing and bitterness and within each and every circumstance and each and every
situation there’s always something to become bitter about, where there’s always a blessing that we can celebrate. To be taken really means that we
are able to find the blessing even in the midst of the brokenness we experience and have within our lives. The story that comes to my mind really
comes from the Gospels and there’s a story where Jesus gives the disciples authority over demons and he sends them out into the world to cast out
that which is evil. And as the disciples go out it seems like initially they have some success to heal some people they cast out some demons but then
they come to this one Demon, I guess. There’s this one demon that they can’t quite overtake. They can’t quite get rid of him. And they’re dumbfounded
about what to do. So they go back to Jesus and they say Jesus you know we had some initial success but we got to this one demon and it just won’t
leave. What do we do to it? Jesus responds. Oh that that one only comes out with prayer and with fasting. That one only comes out really struggle.
Well I think when I least reflect on my own life in the battle we all have against bitterness of this world, I think that one -bitterness that is- it takes
prayer and fasting prayer. By that I mean being intentionally present to the presence of God realizing that all times in all places a love of God is with
me. Therefore there is something beautiful in every circumstance that I find myself in. And fasting, well in the ancient world fasting was about learning
to say no to yourself. In the ancient world people would fast from food as a way to learn to say no to themselves. Well if we’re going to overcome
bitterness within our lives and find blessing, it means that we have to learn to say no to the bitter voices within our lives and claim the presence of God
in every circumstance in each and every situation is waiting.
To be taken means that we celebrate unique gifts that God has given to each of us and that means well, that means it’s a real struggle sometimes to
find it. This next week my challenge to you is this, when you feel like you’re a nobody, remember you’re somebody and when you feel like you’re not
unique remember you are unique. When you feel like you haven’t been given any gifts remember you have been given gifts. And as you focus in on
these blessings and on these unique things that only God has given you, may you feel the love of God growing within you.
†

HYMN #339

†

CHIMES & SERVICE OF LIGHT

“Take My Life & Let It Be”

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

“Praise The Lord! Ye Heavens Adore Him.” by J. Westenkuehler

