Vision
Striving to be a Safe, Nonjudgmental Community

in Jesus’ Name

January 20 • Traditional Worship
Our Pastors:
•Lead Pastor Andy Payton leadpastor@methodisttemple.church
•Associate Pastor JillAnn Knonenborg associatepastor@methodisttemple.church
Sunday Morning Volunteers:
•Ushers (1/20): Eric Eades, captain; Seby Durgy, Chuck Taylor, Ronnie Pursley, Thornton Patberg (balcony), Margo Borre (balcony)
•Ushers (1/27): Eric Eades, captain; Chuck Taylor, Ronnie Pursley, John Oberhelman, Thornton Patberg (balcony), Margo Borre (balcony)
•Greeters (1/20): Warren & Rosemary Heinsohn, Janet Kissel
•Greeters (1/27): Tom Harvey, Janet Kissel, Mary Lockett
*An usher remains in the Narthex during worship. Please reach out to them with any questions or special needs you may have. They are
happy to assist!
Additional Information
•Prayer Concerns: praises for the birth of Madison Mae, parents Darrin & Melissa Weber; Jeanne Shoulders, Wilma Stevens, Sally
McGinness, John Newman
•Today’s Sanctuary flowers given by Betsy & Doug Fenner in memory of Betsy’s dad, Mack M. Jones.
•Today’s choral selections are provided by the Temple Choir under the direction of Don Travis. Organist: Barbara Waite.

Order of Worship
*Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.
*The cross (†) designates when the congregation will please stand.
*Worshipers who find standing difficult are invited to remain seated.
WELCOME
PRELUDE

“God Who Stretched The Spangled Heavens” by W. Held

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: God calls us to gather as beloved community.
People: Open our hearts, Lord, to the struggles of our neighbors.
Leader: We are all unique, and yet we share a yearning that compels us toward the truth.
People: Open our minds, Lord, to the wisdom of our neighbors.
Leader: The Holy Spirit unites us in a common mission of love, mercy, and justice.
People: Open our spirits, Lord, to the work of ministry.
†



CHORAL INTROIT 

†

CHIMES & SERVICES OF LIGHT

†

FIRST HYMN UMH #596

†

PASSING OF THE PEACE
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
Leader: Please turn to those around you and pass the peace of Christ

“Stand Up and Bless the Lord”

“Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word”

SPECIAL MUSIC

CALL TO PRAYER
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray as one.
PASTORAL PRAYER/ LORD’S PRAYER
All: Holy God, You declared every person to be “very good.” May we listen to Your proclamation, and be attentive to the good in this day, in this
time. Help us to remember that there is always room enough, always love enough, for all. And now, O God, hear us as we pray in our own
hearts and our own ways...
GIVING OFFERING 

†
DOXOLOGY the congregation stands as the Ushers return the offering to the Altar. 
ANTHEM 

KIDZ MOMENT 

†
SCRIPTURE READING 	
Leader: Praise God for the hearing of these sacred words.
All: Thanks be to God.
SCRIPTURE RESPONSE TFWS #2225 V. 2
MESSAGE by Pastor Andy Payton

“We All Believe In One True God” by R. Rowland-Raybold
#94 in Hymnal
“We Sing One Common Lord” by John Carter

John 2:2-11

“Who Is My Mother, Who Is My Brother“
Community

It seems like kind of a chill Sunday, so I think I’m going to sit while I give my sermon today if that’s okay with you. I hope I don’t set myself on fire
here. Okay. So it was a week ago Sunday, I was at home with the girls and Leslie went and helped with the youth group. She was gone for a couple
of hour; she came back and I was like, sSo what did you do? And it was then that she told me this story about a game that our teenagers played at
youth group. In order to play this game you have to take out your sanctified imagination with me for a moment. But here’s the game. Pretend that
an asteroid is going to collide with Earth and you only have a few moments to escape. There is a rocket that is going to take you to Mars, and the
only problem with this rocket is you can only bring six people with you. And the game goes, so who would be the six? And then they had a list of all
these different occupations of people that you could bring with you. And I think some of the things our kids decided was they would bring a middle
school teacher with them. Another one was that they would bring a doctor with them. Another one was like they would bring a carpenter with them
because they’re going to need to build things on Mars. Another one was like an army general. They needed to bring an army general with them so
they could fight the Martians. I think it was part of the conversation there. Another one was a stay at home parent; and the reasoning there was a
stay at home parent can do just about virtually everything so they probably could bring a stay home parent. I don’t know how many have I said? Did
I say I’m all? Oh there’s a nurse in case the doctor gets sick. Then the nurse can take care of us as well. Some notable exceptions on the rocket ship.
Number one: pastor was not on the rocket ship. I know that’s a problem. I wish I was involved with that conversation. I’d be like hello? Some other
notable exceptions I’m sure that you could probably think of a few, but the idea of the game was that it would help the kids to realize how we have a
tendency to place value on people based upon what we do. But the gospel teaches that we place value on people because of who God says they are.
So we place value upon people because of the things that they do, but the Gospel places value on people because of who God says that they arenamely the beloved of God.
Here at Methodist Temple, the way that we tried to celebrate this idea that every person is valued is by trying to see Christ in every person, so when
we say I see Christ in you essentially what we’re doing is saying that you are valuable; you are important; you are of sacred worth to God. And this
morning I’m gonna try to unpack a little bit more of the theology- that’s kind of a churchy word I know- but this morning what I’d like to do is unpack
some of the theology and idea behind that statement of why we start with seeing Christ within one another. Before we jump in too far though, let’s
pause for a moment a prayer. Would you pray with me? Help us to be present to you today, Oh God, even as you are here present both within and
with us. I pray that you would take the words of my mouth and the meditations of all of our hearts and that you would work in such a way that they
would be made acceptable in your site. I ask this through Christ who is our rock and redeemer. Amen.
So our scripture story the story in which Jesus turns water to wine. That’s really I think one of the most famous miracle stories we have of Jesus.
It only occurs in the Gospel of John, but it’s a powerful story. It’s a story that’s been told and retold many many times over. It’s been depicted in
Christian art. It’s been sung about by country music singers- although it’s like a reverse miracle, Jesus turns the water into wine, the country music
song goes; but the singer wants Jesus to turn the wine back into water again because he had too much. It’s how the story goes. It’s been depicted in
song in various ways. On its surface it’s a pretty straightforward story right. There’s a wedding. Wine runs out. Jesus mom says something to Jesus
about it. He turns the water into wine. If you do the math, he turns the water into a whole bunch of wine. The math is 750 bottles of wine. That’s a lot
of wine.
So on the surface though it’s a pretty straightforward story, but the thing about the gospel John is that just about everything and John kind of has
allegorical or double meaning; it’s got a deeper meaning. And so like the first sign that John’s talking about something deeper within this story is
that the first thing it says in the text, it didn’t say it on our reading this morning, but if you go to verse one it says that it was on the third day that this
happened. It was on the third day that Jesus turned the water into wine. So in Christian tradition that’s code for something important is about to
happen because on the third day, the Christian Gospel says Jesus is risen from the dead. So John’s telling us that something big is going to happen
when he says it was on the third day. And what happened on the third day? Well John says that there was a wedding. Now in biblical tradition,
marriage was often used as a metaphor to describe God’s relationship with humanity. The idea was, as God’s married to us and we’re married to
God for better for worse, we’re in this together. In the New Testament for example it talks about the church as the the bride of Christ. On the surface
that happens at a wedding, but underneath the surface I think what we’re talking about is this is going to teach us about something in terms of our
relationship with God. So what is that something that this story teaches us about our relationship with God?
The final symbolic meeting I’ll throw out this morning has to do with the jars. It says that they were how many jars in the story? How many jars were
there? Did you pay attention? How many? Six. Okay. So in biblical tradition, seven is the perfect number right. God created in how many days in the
vocal tradition? Seven days. And so the fact that there’s six is like code for imperfect, and so the metaphor really is a powerful one. Jesus takes
imperfect vessels and pours or transforms new wine into them or puts new wine into them. So Jesus takes imperfect vessels and puts new wine
into them. That’s a powerful metaphor, I think, when we think about what is it that God wants to do with our lives. And what is it that God wants to do
in our lives? Well we’re imperfect vessels but God wants to put new wine into us.
A word we might use to describe this process is salvation which is a loaded word within Christian circles. When I used the word salvation here
what I’m talking about is not necessarily where we go when we die. But when I use the word salvation here, what I’m talking about is the present
experience of God within our lives. When we use Wesleyan’s- or another way, when we as Methodists- talk about salvation what we’re really talking
about is the present experience of God with in our lives. And so let me just kind of throw out some terms that describe how we understand that God
works in our lives. These are churchy words, I’m sorry. I’m going to use them, just today and then I’ll go back to normal Andy after this; but these are
gonna sound like churchy words, but they do point to something very important when it comes to what we believe God is doing in our lives. So here’s
the first churchy word. Wesley said that it all starts with what he calls Original Blessing or Original Perfection. All right? Original Blessing or Original
Perfection. You don’t have to worry about my slides. I am going to go against my own slides, I created Bonnie. I’m sorry. So what does he mean by
Original Blessing, Original Perfection? Well basically, John Wesley, the founder of our movement, what he meant by that was that we are basically
created in the image of God. Like the prayer we prayed earlier today that that we are created the image of God and God said we were very good,
that’s the language I think Wesley would use. In the beginning, we’re made in the image. We’re very good. And essentially what we were created to
do is live in relationship with God and reflect the love of God in all that we do.
That’s what we’re for so to speak. But the problem is, we have fallen from that. Next churchy term. We have fallen into what he would call original
sin. And I’m sure you probably heard that phrase Original Sin used in different ways, in different contexts. But when we use the word original sin
as Methodist, what we mean is there is something deeper than simply behavior. There’s something fundamentally off and it’s deeper than simply
behavior. Often when we hear the word sin, we think of it in terms of moralistic ways. We think of breaking the rules or not measuring up- these kinds
of things. But here, when we use the word sin what we mean is that essentially we have forgotten about God. We’ve been created in the image of
God. We’re called to reflect the love of God. But our problem is, we as humanity have a tendency to forget about God; and so more than just behavior,
what we’re talking about is a way of being in the world. When we say original sin we’re talking about a way of being in the world in which we have
we have forgotten about the God who authored us and loved us. And the symptom of this is that we begin to go searching for happiness and
contentment from the things of this world. The symptom of this is we go looking for like happiness and contentment in the things that we consume,
so material things. Or we go looking for happiness and contentment in the things that we do. So we think that a new job or the right career is going
to be what makes us happy. Or we go looking for happiness and contentment in what other people say about us. And so basically we go searching
for contentment and happiness in the things of this world. The fruit of this- you can see it all around in our world today- the fruit of this original sin,
this original forgetting about God, is anger and greed. Anger in the sense that when our sense of self is based upon what other people say about
us, the moment that someone says something negative about us it sets off anger within us. Greed in the sense that when we have bought into the
notion that status and material things are gone what’s gonna make us happy and we just keep consuming more and more and more of it.
So how do we get out of this situation we call original sin? Well as Methodist, we say we are saved by grace. And grace here is is really referring
to the undeserved activity of God within our lives. I’m just going to go really fast here. Don’t worry about the slides here. So when we use the word
grace, what we say is that God’s grace or God’s presence within our lives comes to us preveniently in a justified way and in the sanctifying way.
I know these are churchy terms, but they point to something that’s really important. When we say that God’s grace or presence comes up to us
preveniently, what we mean by that is that even though we have forgotten about God, God has not forgotten about us. So even though we’ve turned
our back on God, God does not turn God’s back on us. And God comes to us. God reaches out to us even before we reach out to God. Wesley would
say, I’ll throw his name out again, but Wesley would say basically that there is a spark of Christ or the spark of God’s spirit that is still with us even
though we have forgotten about God. So back to worship here at Methodist Temple. When we say I see Christ in you, we mean I see Christ in you
because we believe that there is a spark of Christ in every single person.
The language would be there is a universal availability of God’s presence and grace there for everyone. This is a beautiful way of thinking about what
God’s up to in our lives. At our best, at our best as Methodists when we are affirming the sacred worth of every person, it led us in the beginning to
fighting against slavery. It led us to being willing to ordain women. It led us to building hospitals for the care of people. It led us to building schools
for the education of people. I would dare to say that it’s behind the Civil Rights Movement. I mean I don’t think the early Civil Rights people would
probably use this language, but from a Christian perspective it’s why Christians should fight for the civil rights of people. Because we believe that
every person is of sacred worth to God.
All right I’m getting myself all worked up. I’m about ready to stand up from my stool here. We can’t forget about this though as Methodist. We can’t
because when we do we’ve been hijacked by something other than what our theology and doctrine really is; and by that I mean, when we say that
Christ’s presence is only in some, then it gives us permission to treat them as such. And that’s sad. So God’s presence is prevenient. There’s a spark
of it within everyone. God’s presence is justifying. What do we mean by that? Well God accepts us just as we are. Literally we are justified by faith to
use the language from scripture, and what we mean by that, what I mean by that I’ll use I’ll say this I don’t know if all Methodists would agree with
me, but I think what Wesley meant by that and by what I mean by that is this: that the light of Christ which shined in the life of Jesus long ago shines
within you. That light enters or is in your life just as you are. So there’s really no measuring up business. That’s one of the unfortunate things that
happens in Christianity. We think we have to measure up to earn God’s love. Well along with prevenient grace, justifying grace is that God is in you
just as you are. And the reason why we believe this is because we have faith in Christ. Not just faith in Christ that was born a long time ago but faith
that the light of Christ is in my life. It’s in your life. But not only that, this Grace is sanctifying which means that it empowers us to reflect that love of
Christ in the way that we live our lives. I know we’ve come a long way to get to this but basically what we’re saying is this that the point of salvation
is to return to the original blessing that we are always created and designed for. And so more than just simply where we go when we die, it’s about
becoming alive to the presence of Christ in the presence of God within our lives here and now. And it’s about reflecting that love of God to every
person essentially that we meet. We love them in the same way that God loves them. And that’s essentially what we mean by salvation.
Now. Last thing and then I’m gonna quit. The way that we grow in this grace, it’s through community; so the way that we grow in the capacity
to see Christ’s presence and to reflect Christ’s love has always been in community with one another. Think about the story of the wedding when
Jesus turns water into wine. There was a community there that received the wine just as, if we’re going to actually grow in this grace and reflect
this love, it means we have to grow in a relationship with one another. One more tidbit of Methodist history, then I’ll stop with it. In the early days of
the Methodist movement here’s how it would go down: the preacher would show up. It wouldn’t be in a church. It would be like on a street corner
somewhere or a lot of times it was at the mines. They would show up and they would basically proclaim this idea of the universal accessibility
of God’s grace. Wesley would say something like God’s grace is free for all. It’s free in all. And so basically here are these preachers affirming the
sacred dignity of every person as they preached. The stories are told like these coal miners that society kind of get kicked to the curb. Wesley would
go and preach to them that God’s grace is free for all, in all. The light of Christ is in them. And the stories would be like, the tears would just go down
their face and you could see it because the coal dust on their face. It’s powerful stuff. But after they accepted that message and if they wanted
to grow in that message- so the preacher would come proclaim the message- and afterwards if they wanted to live into it, then they would be
organized into small groups. In those small groups here’s what they would do. They wouldn’t sit around and argue over Bible verses. It wasn’t like a
book study. Instead these small groups would gather together and they would talk about what God was doing within their lives.
To use our language they would talk about the ways that they see Christ working in them; but they would also talk about the ways in which they were
struggling to reflect that light of Christ also within their lives. More than just simply a war of words, these little groups were about becoming alive to
the presence of God. Oh I wish or I pray that we as it as Christians could get back to this. I mean we’re so focused on our words and our language
that we use for it that we so often miss it. It’s what Richard Roar would call we have mistaken our container for the content. In the last five hundred
years he would say in Protestantism we’ve been engaged in a food fight in which we’re throwing words back and forth at each other and failing to
reflect the love and the fruit of the spirit within our lives. This all leads me to our prayer for our church Methodist Temple. We say that we want to
be a safe, nonjudgmental community in Jesus’ name. Basically, what that is code for is my prayer and hope is that we would reboot this old way of
thinking about salvation maybe just new language. That we would learn to seek Christ in one another and within ourselves in a safe, nonjudgmental
way. And as we see Christ within one another, we would build a community that learns to grow in the love of God that we’ve been created to reflect in
all we do. And that would mean, that would be basically what it means for us to be saved.
All right. That’s it. It felt like a lecture. I’m sorry but I’m in lecturing mode right now. We just can’t miss this. We can’t miss this. There’s some
Christian denominations out there that say that some got it and some don’t. And that gives permission to people to treat folks accordingly. That’s
why it matters. All right. Amen. Let’s sing a song.
†

LAST HYMN UMH #642

†

CHIMES & SERVICE OF LIGHT

“As Man and Woman We Were Made”

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE 

“Praise To The Lord, The Almighty” by J. Walther

