Beloved
Ta k e n
BLESSED
Broken
Given

Traditional
January 21
Prayer Concerns: Vince Anderson in the passing of his mother; Vira Cogswell
Today’s Sanctuary flowers are provided by the flower committee to the glory of God.

Today’s choral selections are provided by the Temple Choir under the direction of Joan Nevill. Organist: Barbara Waite.
Ushers January 21: Eric Eades, captains; Seby Durgy, Chuck Taylor, Ronnie Pursley
Ushers January 28: Eric Eades, captain; Chuck Taylor, Ronnie Pursley
Greeters January 21: Rosemary Warren Heinsohn, John Oberhelman, Lila Allen
Greeters January 28: Sue & Cle Watson, Tom Harvey, Mary Lockett

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

Congregation Hymns

WELCOME
PRELUDE

“Will There Be Any Stars In My Crown?” by E. Diemer

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: People of God, who do you come to worship?
People: We come to worship the one true God.
Leader: How will you worship?
People: Not with words alone, but by living with justice and love.
Leader: Come, you who belong to God. Come, you who are foolish in the eyes of the world.
People: Come all people to abide in God’s shelter, now and forever.
CHORAL INTROIT

“Majesty, Worship His Majesty”

†

CHIMES & SERVICES OF LIGHT

†

PROCESSIONAL HYMN #73

†

PASSING OF THE PEACE
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Please turn to those around you and pass the peace of Christ.

“O Worship the King”

CALL TO PRAYER
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray as one.
PASTORAL PRAYER
All: Loving God, we seek to dwell in Your presence this morning. Open our minds to Your Spirit of wisdom, that we
may learn how to live as Your people. Open our hearts to Your Spirit of truth, that we may love all people with justice,
kindness, and radical grace. And now, O God, hear us as we pray each in our own hearts and our own ways...
LORD’S PRAYER
Matthew 6:9-13 “Pray then like this: ‘Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.’”
GIVING TITHES & OFFERING
†

“Jesus Lover of My Soul” Joseph Parry, arr. by Cindy DiCosla

DOXOLOGY The congregation stands as the Ushers return the offering to the Altar.

ANTHEM

#95 in Hymnal

“Lord Christ, When First You Came To Earth” by. B. Bobb

KIDZ MOMENT
SCRIPTURE READINGS

Matthew 5: 3-12

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before
you.
FAITH WE SING #2086 			

“Open Our Eyes”

MESSAGE by Pastor JillAnn Knonenborg

“Blessed”

Our scripture this morning is from the Gospel of Matthew chapter 5 verses 3 to 12. And I would invite all those who are able to stand for
the reading of our gospel. Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn for they will be
comforted. Blessed are the meek for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness for they will be
filled. Blessed are the merciful for they will receive Mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers
for they will be called children of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. The Word of God
for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
Good morning. I’m going to refute the claim that for snow days are a blessing because I was going absolutely stir crazy. The office here
at the church has closed whenever Evansville schools are closed, so getting to be here with you this morning is really good for my mental
health. So thank you for being here. Will you pray with me. Merciful God. As I strive to deliver your message this morning may you increase
and we decrease. For you have said that it is in losing our lives that we find them. Amen.
Blessing. It’s a word we good church folk used quite a lot. We thank God for our blessings. We count our blessings. We say we are hash
tag blessed on Facebook. We bless the meal we bless God’s name but what do we mean. We know this idea of blessing is important
somehow; but, have we thought about what it means- what it means for our lives. I always thought blessing was kind of like divinely
inspired good fortune. When I got a scholarship to college, I told everyone that I felt so blessed and what I meant was God had made
this awesome thing happen in my life. Blessings were an expression of God’s love and care for me. And honestly I think I linked those
blessings with favoritism. God blessed me because God liked me best. Then about eight years ago seven point 0 magnitude earthquake
struck 16 miles west of Port au Prince Haiti. I’m sure you remember it. Entire families were wiped out. Thousands of children were
orphaned overnight. So I asked my college chaplain why God would bless me, and at the same time allow the Haitian people to suffer.
And he said God’s love has no borders. You are no more or less blessed than the people of Haiti. So if something about God isn’t true for
a young mother who just became a widow in Port au Prince it isn’t true for you. He showed me that I confused luck, the support of my
family, and some hard work on my part with God rewarding me for my awesomeness, but God’s love and God’s gifts can’t be earned.
They are freely given. My scholarship was a blessing but not in the way that I had thought. Jesus, now there’s a guy understood blessing.
Today’s scripture comes from Jesus’s most famous sermon given right at the beginning of his years in ministry. And it’s here that we see
how Jesus has a dream for the world. It’s so different from the reality of the Roman Empire under which he lived. The Romans would have
been totally in to hash tag blessed. I was born a Roman citizen hash tag blessed. I was born a man. Hash tag blessed. The Emperor just
gave me a cushy job in some backwater called Jerusalem. Hash tag blessed. The Roman Kolt believed that the gods gave good things to
the people who deserve it. The ones who the gods liked best which just so happened to be the exact same people the Romans liked best.
Jesus and his disciples were not those people. They were subjects not citizens. They were extorted for money and labor to pay for the very
military that occupied their land. Some of them they must have seen how Rome flourished while they suffered and thought God must love
them more than me. Why else would they be so blessed?.
Then Jesus, as always, turns things upside down. Blessed are the poor. Blessed are the meek Blessed are the pews the persecuted. ..No
they’re not. If they were blessed they wouldn’t be poor, right? Jesus was working from a very Jewish understanding of blessing. The
Hebrew word for blessing is Barak which translated literally means filled up with life. More and more simply deeply good. Blessedness is
not an evaluative statement about one’s worth. Blessedness is a promise. You see the problem with believing that blessing is a sign of
God’s favor, but it lets us off the hook. We can see a Haitian widow on TV and dismiss her because God clearly doesn’t care about her. We
can see men and women living on the streets and assume that it’s God’s will instead of the result of a system that requires some people
to be desperately poor. We ourselves can experience horrible loss and suffering in our own lives and believe that God must not love us.
Injustice is given a divine seal of approval and the world is divided into the blessed and the blessed-nots. Except God doesn’t will for us
to suffer. Jesus doesn’t say Blessed are those who mourn because they mourn. Jesus says Blessed are those who mourn because they
will be comforted. Each blessing includes a promise for future redemption. If not on this side of eternity than in the new earth. When Jesus
blesses people, he is claiming them exactly as they are. And declaring them deeply good in the eyes of God. Not some prettied up version
but exactly as they are. Exactly as you are. He is promising that they will be filled up with life, pain, and death and the things that suck
our souls will Fall away. And we’ll see grains sprouts pushing up through the dirt. And when we look at a blessing in this way everything
changes. We start to see ourselves and see others not through the labels society has given them, but through the lens of God’s promise
to all who suffer. To all who strive for good. And suddenly God’s blessing is not something we passively receive. We can be instruments
of blessing. When we help fulfill God’s promises, we are the channel through which people are filled with life. Whether you serve at our
UCS dinner on Thursday where you sit with someone who is grieving or you choose peace and reconciliation in the midst of hate, you
are a means of blessing. As Methodists we would say a means of grace. In doing so, you have said to that person you are deeply goodnot because I say so but because God says so. And in doing so I bet that you will be filled up with life as well. I’d like to end with a poem
written by a Lutheran pastor out in Colorado. Her name is Nadia Bowles Weber.
Blessed are the agnostics. Blessed are they who doubt those who aren’t sure who can still be surprised. Blessed are they who are
spiritually impoverished and therefore not so certain about everything that they no longer can take in new information. Blessed are those
who have nothing to offer. Blessed are the preschoolers who cut in line for communion. Blessed are the poor in spirit. You are of heaven
and Jesus blesses you. Blessed are they for whom death is not an abstraction. Blessed it are they who have buried their loved ones for
whom tears could fill an ocean. Blessed that are they who have loved enough to know what loss feels like. Blessed are the mothers of
the miscarried. Blessed are those who don’t have the luxury of taking things for granted anymore. Blessed are they who can’t fall apart
because they have to keep it together for everyone else. Blessed are the motherless, the alone, and the ones for whom so much has been
taken. Blessed are those who still aren’t over it yet. Blessed are those who mourn. You are of heaven. And Jesus blesses you. Blessed
are those whom no one else notice s- the kids who sit alone at middle school lunch tables, the laundry guys at the hospital, the sex
workers and the night shift street sweepers. Blessed are the losers and the babies and the parts of ourselves that are so small the parts
of ourselves that don’t want to make eye contact with a world that only loves winners. Blessed are the forgotten. Blessed that are the
closeted. Blessed are the unemployed, the unimpressive, and the underrepresented. Blessed are the teens have to figure out ways to hide
new cuts on their arms. Blessed are the meek, you are of heaven and Jesus blesses you. Blessed are the wrongly accused. The ones who
never catch a break the ones for whom life is hard. For Jesus chose to surround himself with people like them. Blessed are those without
documentation. Blessed are the ones without lobbyists. Blessed are foster kids and trophy kids and special ed kids and every other kid
who just wants to feel safe and loved. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. Blessed are they who know there has to
be more than this because they are right. Blessed are people who make terrible business decisions for the sake of people. Blessed are the
burned out social workers and the overworked teachers and the pro bono case takers. Blessed are the kind hearted pro athletes and the
fund raising trophy wives. Blessed are kids who step between bullies and the weak. Blessed are they who here they are forgiven bless it is
everyone who has ever been for ever forgiven me when I didn’t deserve it. Blessed are the merciful for they totally get it.
I invite you now to turn to your neighbor and say you are of heaven. And Jesus blesses you.
†

HYMN #339

†

CHIMES & SERVICE OF LIGHT

“Victory in Jesus”

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

“Prelude in A Minor. B. Marcello”

Children & Family Ministries
TEMPLE TOTZ (birth-age 3) participate in fun learning activities,
have play time with same-aged friends, and receive care from
our loving childcare staff.
TEMPLE SPROUTZ (age 3 to 5) participate in Bible stories,
singing songs about Jesus, and engaging in age-appropriate
learning activities. They have free play with same-aged
friends and receive care from our loving childcare staff.
TEMPLE KIDZ (kindergarten- fifth) participate in Children’s
Church adn Sunday School classes where we teach the
Bible in ways that are relational and relevant to their lives.
Visit the Kidz Check- In Desk located in the Atrium so we can

Temple Youth Refuge
Youth Refuge (middle school & high school) meets
downstairs in the Teen Center during Sunday School Hour.
Youth Refuge facilitates meetings on Sunday evenings as
well. Middle School meets from 5:30-7:00 p.m. and High
School meets from 7:00-8:30 p.m.
*Guys Night takes place on Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Adult Ministries
Group

Age Group

9:45-10:45 a.m.
Sunday School

Open Circle
Room 202

35-90 years

Focus on Bible study and faith-based topical studies,
often watching a short segment on DVD followed by
discussion.

Sojourn
Room 204

20s-30s years

Free, open-minded discussion on book studies and issues
that encourage members to put their faith into action.

Seekers
Room 205

35+ years

Features Bible & faith-based studies with plenty of
opportunity for discussion

Perspectives
Room 207

40-70 years

Study books of the Bible and timely topics.

Crusaders
Room 201

40+ years

This class welcomes folks who enjoy an organized approach to studying the scriptures. This group of retirees
use Uniform Series Adult Bible Study materials to guide
their discussion.

Koinonia
Room 206

50+ years

Bible Study & discussion

