Vision
Striving to be a Safe, Nonjudgmental Community

in Jesus’ Name

January 27 • Traditional Worship
Our Pastors:
•Lead Pastor Andy Payton leadpastor@methodisttemple.church
•Associate Pastor JillAnn Knonenborg associatepastor@methodisttemple.church
Sunday Morning Volunteers:
•Ushers (1/27): Eric Eades, captain; Chuck Taylor, Ronnie Pursley, John Oberhelman, Thornton Patberg (balcony), Margo Borre (balcony)
•Greeters (1/27): Tom Harvey, Janet Kissel, Mary Lockett
*An usher remains in the Narthex during worship. Please reach out to them with any questions or special needs you may have. They are
happy to assist!
Additional Information
•Prayer Concerns: Jane Drebus, Nancy Hitch, John Newman, Wilma Stevens; the family of Bert Forney in the passing of his father, Lee;
the family of Joan Lockyear in her passing.
•Today’s Sanctuary flowers given by Betsy & Doug Fenner in memory of Betsy’s dad, Mack M. Jones.
•Today’s choral selections are provided by the Temple Choir under the direction of Don Travis. Organist: Barbara Waite.

Order of Worship
*Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.
*The cross (†) designates when the congregation will please stand.
*Worshipers who find standing difficult are invited to remain seated.
WELCOME
PRELUDE

“Toccata und Fuge” by J. P. Krieger

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: People of God, this day is ours!
People: A day to acknowledge our hunger for love, meaning, and a just world.
Leader: People of God, this day is ours!
People: A day to proclaim that all of God’s creation is unconditionally, infinitely, irrationally loved.
Leader: Let us make this day count.
People: It is more than enough.
†



CHORAL INTROIT 

†

CHIMES & SERVICES OF LIGHT

†

FIRST HYMN UMH #57

†

PASSING OF THE PEACE
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
Leader: Please turn to those around you and pass the peace of Christ

“Surely the Presence of the Lord” by Lanny Wolf

“O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”

SPECIAL MUSIC

CALL TO PRAYER
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray as one.
PASTORAL PRAYER/ LORD’S PRAYER
All: God, You are Love. You are Welcome. You are Invitation. You are Transformation. By Your Spirit, may we give ourselves permission to
receive grace. O God, now hear us as we pray in our own hearts and our own ways...
GIVING OFFERING 

†
DOXOLOGY the congregation stands as the Ushers return the offering to the Altar. 
ANTHEM 

KIDZ MOMENT 

†
SCRIPTURE READING 	
Leader: Praise God for the hearing of these sacred words.
All: Thanks be to God.
SCRIPTURE RESPONSE TFWS #2223
MESSAGE by Pastor Andy Payton

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” by W. Held
#94 in Hymnal
“Come Down, Lord” by Stan Pethel
Noisy Offering
Luke 4:14-21

“They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”
In Jesus’ Name

Well good morning friends. I trust you’ve had a good week. I pray more than anything else that at some point this last week you felt the love of God. I
love that phrase in the opening hymn from Charles Wesley Oh, For A Thousand Tongues. The phrase he uses is that you can feel your sins forgiven.
You can feel it. It’s not just an idea in his mind, it’s an experiential reality in our lives which, long story short, I pray and I hope that you felt the love
of God in your life at some point this last week. We here at Methodist Temple are striving to become a safe, nonjudgmental community in Jesus’
name. That’s our vision statement for our church. That’s what it looks like, at least to us, for what it means to live our lives according to the spirit of
Jesus Christ. And so for the last month we’ve been talking about what does it mean to be a safe, nonjudgmental community in Jesus’ name? For the
month of January, we’ve been trying to talk about like: what’s this look like? What’s this mean for our lives? And so on the first week of January if you
were here, you heard about safety. To be a safe presence in the world means that we will seek to do no harm in word or deed. Next week we talked
about nonjudgmental which meant that we seek to look past the labels in order to live in loving relationship with one another. Last week if you were
here- you weren’t here; we were here. Some of us were here, but many of us weren’t here- Last week, if you were here you would have heard a little
bit about the idea of community and how we really grow in our relationship with God through community. Today, well we’re finishing it all up with ‘in
Jesus name’. And so today is kind of like a recap of the whole thing. And really today, our prayer and our hope is that we would be reminded about
what it means to live our lives according to The Spirit of Jesus Christ.
As we get started let us pray. Help us today, O God, to feel your love in this place. Help us today, O God, to be present to you even as you are here
both present within and with us. I pray this through Christ. Amen.
How we go about anything at all inevitably determines what it becomes. I read this a few years ago, and it’s one of those lines and principles that
has stuck with me and I’ve come back to it again and again and again. How we go about anything at all inevitably determines what it becomes. The
motivation, the spirit, the vibe that we begin with has a profound effect about how it goes. I was reminded of this, this last week when I went to the
rescue mission. If you don’t know what the rescue mission is, it’s a homeless ministry for men here in the city of Evansville. And we at Methodist
Temple learned that they have a mandatory devotional every night after their meal. And so we volunteered our services to do that devotional once a
month, and well last week- in the midst of the snow and ice- was my turn to do the devotional. I have to admit to you I was a little bit anxious going
into it. They didn’t know me. I didn’t know them. But that night as I gave the devotional, I stood there and told them a little bit about my story about
how I became a Christian. And then at the end of it, I taught them about our practice at Methodist Temple, our practice of seeing Christ in every
person. I stopped and I looked at them, and I said Friends I don’t know you you don’t know me but you need to hear this I see Christ in you. That
same undying love that rose Jesus from the dead, it lives in you. Well after it is over I said my Amen. I was supposed to talk for 30 minutes. I talked
for 20, so I think I was off to a good start. They liked me.
I stood around and then a man came up to me. He said, ‘Andy?’.
I said, ‘Yeah.’.
He introduced himself. He said, ‘Thank you.’.
I said, ‘Well you’re welcome.’.
He said, ‘No, thank you. You affirmed us. So much of the time when people come in here and preach to us, they preach down to us, but you affirmed
us. You saw something in us. Thank you.’
Now I walked away from that conversation grateful- grateful for our practice here at Methodist Temple. I walked away from that conversation
reminded that how we go about anything at all inevitably determines when it becomes. I walked away from that conversation proud- proud of my
heritage and your heritage as United Methodists which teaches us to see Christ in every person. If you were here last week- you weren’t here last
week; but if you were here last week- you would have heard about how this idea of seeing Christ in every person is rooted and grounded in our
theology as United Methodist. If you want to hear the whole sermon it’s online; but let me just give you a snippet. We believe as United Methodist
that every person is made in the image and likeness of God. We believe that we are created to live in relationship with God and we are created to
reflect that love God in all that we do. That’s what we believe. But we also believe that we struggle to do that. We fall short of that. We fall into sin;
and more than just like a moralistic thing, sin is as really a way of being in the world. A sin describes our own tendency to forget about this God that
made us, to forget about this God that authored us. Sin describes the tendency that we all have to live self- centered lives rather than love- centered
lives. We all have this infection.
It is into this world of sin, Jesus came. He came specifically not to change God’s mind about us, but to change our minds about God. I love the way
the apostle Paul said it- that Christ was sent to prove God’s love for us. As we look to Jesus we as United Methodist believe that we see a God that
goes looking for us even before we go looking for God. As we look to Jesus, we as United Methodists believe that we see a God who accepts us just
as we are. As we look to Jesus Christ, we as United Methodists believe that we serve a God who challenges us to reflect that love in all that we do.
You see that’s what salvation looks like. It looks like people, like you and me, who have decided to reflect that love of God in all that we do. Put it all
together and here’s what it means. Within each of us there is a spark of God’s love. The way that we ignite that spark and turn it into fire is by loving
every person that we meet. You see the way we grow in our relationship with God, friends, and this is so simple but we forget it, the way that we
grow in our relationship with God is we grow in our relationship with one another.
I was reminded of that this last week too. I went to another event on Thursday night. It was with another organization in our community- The
Parenting Time Center. If you know anything about the PTC, you know that they do absolutely extraordinary work. They create a safe space for
parents to meet with their kids. I mean I can’t think of anything that would probably reflect Christ’s love more than that. But we went to an event, and
they were raising money for the PTC. And people were speaking at that event about the way that addiction affects the life of kids. We heard like 4 or
5 speakers, but one of them particularly just connected with me. This lady talked about how her mother was a Holocaust survivor from World War II.
She escaped and came here to the United States. She talked about her own struggle with addiction and her own journey into sobriety. And then she
said something there at the tail end that just stuck with me. She looked at us all and she said, we as addicts many times talk about healing coming
through sobriety. She said that’s not how it happens. Healing does not come through sobriety. Healing, she noted, comes through connection.
Healing comes through connection.
You want to know how to connect with God as Christians? Simple. Connect with one another. Within each of us there’s a spark of the divine. You
want to grow in your relationship with that spark, grow in your relationship with one another. You want to shut God out of your life, then shut other
people out of your life. It will happen. You know this; I know this. We’ve experienced that in our lives. When we’re living in our loving relationship with
one another, there’s peace within our heart. There’s a sense of contentment. Dare I say we feel our sins forgiven. But when we’re disconnected with
one another, when we’re pushing people out of our lives, when we’re saying horrible nasty things about one another, we’re not just pushing them out,
we’re pushing God out of our lives too. The experience within our hearts reflects it.
I mean think about Jesus for a second. Think about how he talked about human relationship again and again and again. He was once asked what’s
the greatest commandment? What did he say? Love the Lord your God with all your heart. But then he continued, basically suggested and here’s
how you do it: love your neighbor as yourself. There’s another place in the Sermon on the Mount, I’ve been thinking about this passage this last
week. He said if you’re on your way to the altar to give your offering, he says if you’re on the way to church to give your offering and you realize
that your neighbor has something against you, then stop. Go make things right with that neighbor and then go to church. Even in our text today we
find Jesus talking about what it means to live in loving relationship with one another. He stands up in the synagogue, the story goes- not just any
synagogue. He stands up in a synagogue of all places in Galilee. I learned about Galilee this last week when I was looking at this text, and I learned
that Galilee was this kind of territory to the north of Jerusalem. It was a very fertile place and so a lot of people wanted to live there. I didn’t know
that about Galilee, but things grew there. And so in those days people like to go where things grew and so they went to Galilee. I also learned that
Galilee, though it was a Jewish territory, was completely surrounded by the non-Jewish- the Gentiles. It was here that Jesus went to the synagogue
in Galilee, and he opened it up to the prophet Isaiah and he read ‘the spirit of God is upon me’. I’m gonna just summarize here: ‘the spirit of God is
upon me,’ Jesus says. ‘To live in loving relationship with all people.’ The text says everyone in the synagogue cheered him on. But if you would’ve
read on, in this particular story it takes a turn. At first they all cheer him on. Yeah Jesus! Loving relationship! Whoohoo! And then he says, ‘Yeah, and
it includes the Gentiles too.’You know what they tried to do then? Kill him.
It’s one thing to say we see Christ in every person. That’s one thing to say that we’re gonna see the image of God in every person. The question we
have to ask is just how far are we willing to take it? To live according to the spirit of Jesus means we take it pretty far, and I think that’s the question
we as Methodist Temple are going to have to ask. Just how far are we willing to take it? I mean we say safe, nonjudgmental community in Jesus’
Name. We say it. It sounds good doesn’t it? How far are we willing to go? I will say this: how we go about anything at all determines what it becomes.
Another way to say it: the lens through which we choose to look at one another has a profound impact.
One more story and then I will stop. Maybe. That Parenting Time Center event that I went to, that same lady that talked about healing coming
through connection at the end of her talk told a powerful story about the power of beliefs. The story goes there was a young boy; and this young boy
was in high school. He played football. Week after week he played for the football team. And week after week the ritual was always the same. He
would play the game and then he’d walk over the sideline; and he’d get his dad and the two of them walk out together. It happened again and again
and again until it happened. One day that boy was at school and the administrators and the counselors came and they said the boy, ‘Son, there’s
been an accident. Your father had a heart attack. Your aunt’s on the way to get you. Your mom’s got a lot of stuff to take care of. But please know
we’re here for you; take as much time as you need.’.
Well a few days go by. Friday night rolls around. Friday night- football night. And that boy shows up to play the game. And he plays the game of his
life. He scores touchdowns. He tackles. He is like an all star. After the game the coach comes up to him and says, ‘what happened to you?’ I mean
you played the game of your life, and it was then that the boy says, ‘well this was the first game that my father ever saw me with his own eyes. You
see, he was blind.’.
Beliefs, hear me friends, beliefs matter. They matter. They influence the way that we live our lives. And here’s the belief- here’s the belief here at
Methodist Temple, at least as long as I’m standing here- Christ lives in you and them. Period. When we’re coming from that lens, we’re coming with
the right one; and when we’re not, well we’re not. It’s just the way it is. Amen.
†

LAST HYMN TFWS #2225

†

CHIMES & SERVICE OF LIGHT

“Who is My Mother, Who is My Brother”

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE 

“Voluntary in B Flat” by . Battishill

