Praying
th e Ps a l ms

February 10 • Traditional Worship

Our Pastors:
•Lead Pastor Andy Payton leadpastor@methodisttemple.church
•Associate Pastor JillAnn Knonenborg associatepastor@methodisttemple.church
Sunday Morning Volunteers:
•Ushers (2/10): Greg & Linda Stilwell, captains; Chuck Taylor, Jacque Hardin, Thornton Patberg (balcony)
•Ushers (2/17): Eric Eades, captain; Seby Durgy, Chuck Taylor, Ronnie Pursley, Thornton Patberg (balcony)
•Greeters (2/10): Marty Van Stone, Mary Lockett, Carla Bolin
•Greeters (2/17): Warren & Rosemary Heinsohn, Tom Harvey
*An usher remains in the Narthex during worship. Please reach out to them with any questions or special needs you may have. They are
happy to assist!
Additional Information
•Prayer Concerns: Jane Drebus, Wilma Stevens
•Today’s Sanctuary flowers given by Don & Susan Travis to the glory of God.
•Today’s choral selections are provided by the Temple Choir under the direction of Don Travis. Organist: Barbara Waite. Additional Music
provided by the Temple Brass.

Order of Worship

*Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.
*The cross (†) designates when the congregation will please stand.
*Worshipers who find standing difficult are invited to remain seated.
WELCOME
PRELUDE

“Holy God, We Praise Your Name” by M. Burkhardt

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: When we feel defeated,
People: Jesus says, “I will never forsake you.”
Leader: When we are frightened by what the future might hold,
People: Jesus says, “I am with you.”
Leader: When we are weary, desperate for relief,
People: Jesus says, “My yoke is easy and my burden light.”
Leader: God has made covenant with us.
People: We will keep the promise.
†



CHORAL INTROIT UMH #93

†

CHIMES & SERVICES OF LIGHT

†

FIRST HYMN UMH #64

†

PASSING OF THE PEACE
Leader: I see Christ in you.
All: And also in you.
Leader: Please turn to those around you and celebrate the presence of Christ.

“Let All the World in Every Corner Sing” by Herbert/Routley

“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty”

SPECIAL MUSIC

CALL TO PRAYER
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray as one, the Prayer of St. Ignatius of Loyola.
PASTORAL PRAYER/ LORD’S PRAYER
All: “Good and Gracious Lord, teach us to serve You as You deserve; to give and not to count the cost; to fight for truth and not heed the
wounds; to labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we did Your will.” And now, O God, hear us as we pray in our own
hearts and our own ways...
GIVING OFFERING 

†
DOXOLOGY the congregation stands as the Ushers return the offering to the Altar. 
ANTHEM 

KIDZ MOMENT 

†
SCRIPTURE READING 	
Leader: Praise God for the hearing of these sacred words.
All: Thanks be to God.
SCRIPTURE RESPONSE UMH #601
MESSAGE by Pastor JillAnn Knonenborg

“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” by J. W. Kerr
#94 in Hymnal
“We Thank Thee, Lord” by Bortniansky/Tkach
Noisy Offering
Psalm 138:3-8

“Thy Word Is a Lamp”
Promise

Good morning church. Well that was a little low key. Remember where we’re missing for some folks this morning because of the weather; so you
got a you got to chip in for them. Good morning church. There we go. Will you pray with me? Gracious God, as I strive to deliver your message this
morning, may you increase and we decrease. For it is written that only in giving up our lives will we find them. Amen.
So one of the best things about being one of the Pastors for Methodist Temple is that you all are very patient with my crazy ideas; and I’m not
referring to the fact that I showed up with green and blue hair this morning. By the way for all of those of you who have been looking at me like
there’s something different about her, but I can’t quite figure- Yeah it’s the hair. I think I’d been appointed to hear all of six weeks when I said I should
go to bars around town and host a discussion group about God. And y’all we’re like OK. No letters to the bishop. No pitchforks and torches chasing
me out of town. It was pretty awesome. Tap House Theology has become one of the great joys of my ministry thus far. Each month only about one
third of the participants are from Methodist Temple. We start each session with a question that challenges common assumptions about God, faith,
and life. The first ever Tap House Theology asks questions that I had skipped over before. Namely how can we know anything about God- but more
importantly if we can know anything about God, why should we care? I mention this today because the Psalmist seems pretty confident that he- it’s
a safe bet that it’s a he -he knows the character of God. There’s a familiarity to these lyrics. ‘The Lord regards the lowly. You preserve me against my
enemies. The Lord will fulfill His purpose for me. His steadfast love endures forever.’ This Psalm is a love song, so it’s easy to forget that the writer is
talking about the creator of the universe. The infinite eternal mystery love herself. A TV character once said ‘there is as much point in humans trying
to understand God as penguins trying to learn nuclear physics’. And yet here is a human voice celebrating his close relationship with God.
I don’t know about you, but sometimes I forget that Christian faith isn’t about tracking down God in her hiding place, but God chasing me down.
The overly simple answer to the question ‘how can we know anything about God?’ is that God told us and is telling us about herself. The Methodist
version of that answer is that God speaks to us in four languages- scripture, the proclamation of the church, our intellects, and the experience of
everyday life. God loves us so much that she helps us discover her through these four languages. The most perfect, most beautiful language of God
was the human person of Jesus Christ- God made flesh. And again as Methodists, we trust that we will encounter the risen Christ through scripture,
the church, our minds, and our daily lives. If we want to know who God is, what God cares about, our best source is Jesus. Now I could give a very
impressive three hour lecture on all of the questions that ought to arise from that fourfold answer like: who gets to decide what counts as scripture?
What happens when my experience of the divine and yours contradict? But that’s not what we should wrestle with just yet, though if you want to
later you are officially invited to any session of Tap House Theology.
Let’s start with something a little more basic. I accept the idea of a God who could stay hidden away uninterested but chooses to be known. But
why should anybody care? Why should a person long to know God in the same way that we long to know our friends or spouses or ancestors
or ourselves? At the end of the day, what difference does it make? There’s a hymn far more famous than Psalm 138 that also describes a deep
personal understanding of God. The composer John Newton was a young enlisted man in the British Navy when he was hired to work on a slave
ship. Off and on for five years he transported captured Africans from their homelands to slavery in the Caribbean. During that time, he identified as a
born again Christian. He made a point to pray at least once every day he was at sea enslaving his fellow human beings. He retired from slave trading
so he could study to become an Anglican priest. In his study Newton dug deep into the Bible for the first time and he was shaken by what he found.
Decades later Newton wrote about the God who he discovered in scripture- the Lord loves righteousness and He pleads to vindicate the wrongs of
the oppressed. Newton’s conversion was slow, but the more he read the Bible and the more he reflected on what he’d seen and done aboard those
slave ships, the more disgusted he became. He realized that slavery was antithetical to the good news of Jesus Christ. Encountering the Spirit of
God through scripture- even scripture that sometimes condones slavery- stirred up Newton’s soul in ways that he could not turn his back on. He
could not be the same man he had been before, not after he witnessed the radical, reckless, never ending grace of God. In the coming years, Newton
became one of the most important abolitionists in British history and as part of that work, he wrote the hymn “Amazing Grace”. It was meant to help
people see the God who John Newton knew.
Christians aren’t supposed to read the Bible or pray or fast during Lent or attend Sunday worship because that’s all on God’s required checklist to
get into heaven. These practices have not survived for millennia just to make people feel holier than thou. Any Pharisee can quote scripture verses.
The reason we read and pray and fast and worship is because that is where God meets us. We find God there or more accurately God finds us. And
once we meet God, we are forever changed by the perfect love he feels for us and all of humankind.
Now don’t get me wrong, discovering that love is not always warm and fuzzy. It cost John Newton his investment fortune and many friends.
Refusing to deny the reality of God’s limitless love has cost people their very lives. At the least it confronts us with the inadequacy of our own love
and demands better of us. Before Communion, I’ll often say this table is open to anyone who loves God or who wants to know God, but I should
issue a warning with those words. Bibles and Prayer Books ought to be sold with crash helmets. We should not open our hearts to be healed by the
presence of God unless we are really sure we want to be healed because it will not leave us the same. The psalmist didn’t have it all figured out. To
paraphrase Socrates ‘to know God is to realize how little you know about God’. But at the same time we do not worship a locked door. Every second
of every day, God is calling out to you in whichever language you’re ready to hear, saying see me. Know me. Be reborn in the image of love. That is
God’s promise. Amen.
†

LAST HYMN UMH #138

†

CHIMES & SERVICE OF LIGHT

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE 

“Postludium” by A. Hesse

