Transfiguration Sunday
March 3 • Traditional Worship

Our Pastors:
•Lead Pastor Andy Payton leadpastor@methodisttemple.church
•Associate Pastor JillAnn Knonenborg associatepastor@methodisttemple.church
Sunday Morning Volunteers:
•Ushers (3/3): Kathy Zelle, captain; Chuck Taylor, Warren Heinsohn, Jack Buttrum, Thornton Patberg (balcony), Margo
Borre (balcony)
•Ushers (3/10): Greg & Linda Stilwell, captains; Chuck Taylor, Jacque Hardin, Thornton Patberg (balcony), Margo Borre
(balcony)
•Greeters (3/3): Sue Anderson, Patricia Helm, Nancy Hughes
•Greeters (3/10): Marty VanStone, Wanda Erwin, Carla Bolin
*An usher remains in the Narthex during worship. Please reach out to them with any questions or special needs you may
have. They are happy to assist!
Additional Information
•Prayer Concerns: Lynda Quinn, Becky Atkinson, Sandy Williams, LaNelle Bauer
•Today’s Sanctuary flowers given by Jack Buttrum to the glory of God in honor of Jane’s 90th birthday.
•Today’s choral selections are provided by the Temple Choir under the direction of Don Travis. Organist: Barbara Waite.

Order of Worship
*Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.
*The cross (†) designates when the congregation will please stand.
*Worshipers who find standing difficult are invited to remain seated.
WELCOME
PRELUDE

“Voluntary on “Deo Gratias” by C. Callahan

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: We gather to worship, just as they did at Sinai in ages past.
People: God’s light has descended to us.
Leader: God has shown God’s-self to us,
People: And in God, there is no darkness at all.
†



CHORAL INTROIT 

†

CHIMES & SERVICES OF LIGHT

†

FIRST HYMN UMH #258

“Fill My Cup, Lord” by Richard Blanchard

“O Wondrous Sight! O Vision Fair”

PASSING OF THE PEACE
Leader: I see Christ in you.
All: And also in you.
Leader: Please turn to those around you and celebrate the presence of Christ.

CALL TO PRAYER
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray as one.
†

PASTORAL PRAYER/ LORD’S PRAYER
All: Almighty God, as You shine on us with love and grace, grant that we would turn away from the tug of darkness. We present all our dreams,
all our plans, all our talents, as a sacrifice to Your work. Dwell in us, we pray, until we see You face-to-face. And now, O God, hear us as we
pray in our own hearts and our own ways...
GIVING OFFERING 

†
DOXOLOGY the congregation stands as the Ushers return the offering to the Altar. 

“O The Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” by J. Westenkuehler

ANTHEM 

KIDZ MOMENT 

†
SCRIPTURE READING 	
Leader: Praise God for the hearing of these sacred words.
All: Thanks be to God.
SCRIPTURE RESPONSE TFWS #2214

#94 in Hymnal
“Communion Meditation” by Jay Althouse

Exodus 34:29-35

“Lead Me, Guide Me” by Doris Akers

MESSAGE by Pastor Andy Payton

Shine

Intro
Good morning friends. I trust and I hope that at some point this last week you find the love of God shining through to you. I hope and trust that you
have experienced the rest of God even in the midst of a restless time.
For me, personally as well as for many United Methodist pastors and United Methodist members this is a particularly hard day. As you heard, our
highest legislative body, known as the General Conference, met and voted to adopt what is known as the traditional plan. We voted to maintain the
UMC longstanding prohibition against same sex weddings and ordaining openly gay clergy. This historic decision has left many people relieved, and
at the same time, it has been heartbreaking for others.
While I certainly can’t speak for everyone, my sense of the situation is that while the rules have stayed the same, the Spirit coming out of this General
Conference has changed. For example, our largest United Methodist congregation the Church of the Resurrection is now in the process of buying its
property and leaving our denomination. Schism and division is in the air.
My hope for our time together today is to share with you where I am at with all of this.
As we get started let us begin with prayer.
Prayer
Moses
Our text says Moses glowed with the presence of God after he spent time with Yahweh, and he didn’t even know it. To be clear, this is round two of
Moses delivering the 10 commandments to the Israelites. The first time he tried to bring the 10 commandments he walked down the mountain to
find the Israelites worshiping their golden calf and he smashed the tablets.In today’s text we find Moses being driven back up the mountain by the
love and compassion of God to receive again those commandments and again deliver them to the Israelites.
Side note…. The Hebrew word used to describe the love of God that drove Moses up the mountain translates God’s love as womblike… We are
told that YHWH loves the Israelites with a motherly type love. Often we think of God in the masculine but here we find the God of Israel loving in a
feminine way.
It is after Moses experiences this love of God that he glowed with the presence of God and he didn’t even know it. Certainly, we too have had Moses
like moments. Times in which people of reflected God’s love to us and chances are they didn’t even know it. Today, I want to share with you some of
those Moses type moments in my life and over the course of about 20 years God has challenged, shaped, and transformed my heart.
Author Breny Brown said it well when she noted to be kind is to be clear, to unkind is to be unclear. My goal today is to be kind by being clear.
Loogootee Church
The first Moses moment I want to share with you happened nearly 20 years ago.
I was sitting in the Jasper, Dubois County jail because I had gotten a DUI, resisted arrest, and royally had screwed up. It was during this time that the
people of the church came to visit me. Over the course of 30 days they came again, again and again… So many came that I didn’t even have time to
see them all. In doing so they reflect God’s compassion in ways that they didn’t even know it.
This experience transformed me at a deep level and I wanted with everything I had to reflect same welcome and kindness with my life. I eventually
felt the call to preach and wanted to become a pastor. This put me before the Staff Parish Relations Committee at the church I grew up in. SPRC is
sort of like the Personnel Committee for the church. You have to be recommended by your Staff Parish in order to enter the process to ordination.
Well, the question I was asked that night, of all the questions I could be asked, was what I thought about gay people. Growing up in Loogootee, IN,
the reality is, I didn’t know much about homosexuality and certainly didn’t know anyone who was openly gay. And so I gave what I believed to be the
answer they were looking for and said that the practice of homosexuality is a sin…
Pastor Rick
So began my journey into ministry…. into college…then seminary. In seminary I fell in love with the theology of John Wesley and his emphasis of
being perfect in love. He too, I learned, believed that the goal of the Christian life was not necessarily going to heaven but it was living a life that
reflected the love and kindness of God. I learned that this emphasis led him to stand against slavery, stand for women in leadership, and even go
against the institution of his time. I loved… loved…. loved the John Wesley, and Methodist way and thought the world should be Methodist with me.
Just ask my wife, Leslie… our first three dates involved me integrating her about her beliefs in order to make sure that she wasn’t a Baptist, but rather
really was a Methodist.
It was around this same time I was appointed a mentor by the name of Pastor Rick- my second Moses moment. He also loved John Wesley and
even had been to England to see all the historic sites where Methodism was born. One day I recall sitting in his office, talking about John Wesley and
what it meant to be perfected in love.
He posed to me a question, “what if you’re gay?”
I responded, “Well Rick the bible is clear that while we are to love everyone that practicing homosexuality is sinful.”
It was then that he countered… yes the Bible says that the practice of homosexuality is sinful…. but the Bible also says that Jesus is the Word of
God…. and where the bible and Jesus disagree Jesus wins. He then went to point out that while Jesus had plenty to say about divorce and adultery,
he never once directly mentioned homosexuality. He even reminded me that Jesus said that there wasn’t even going to be marriage in heaven, so
why should we be so worried about who married who? Jesus called us to love our neighbors as ourselves.
So again he posed the question, “What if you were gay? Put yourself in their shoes he said and how would you want to be treated?”
Exile
So began my exile.
In my heart I knew something had changed within me about the way gay and lesbian people should be treated. I just didn’t have the courage to tell
anyone for fear about what others, and especially the church, would say. And so for nearly 10 years, I kept my thoughts to myself. But, the thing is,
when you’re a pastor and you keep your thoughts to yourself, it ends up crushing your soul. You might be surprised to know this, but we pastors
don’t do this for money. Instead we do what we do because we believe in it. And when you’re asked to say something over and again that you deep
down can’t go along with, it just kills your spirit.
Third Moment
The breaking point for me happened a few years ago when a member of our church who happened to be gay decided they wanted to get married to
their partner; and I knew that I couldn’t do the ceremony so we tried to come up with a compromise. They would get married at another church and
I would help with communion. I called the powers that be, and asked and asked their permission as I didn’t want any trouble. They called me back
and said that I couldn’t help with communion. And so I asked, can I read scripture in the ceremony? I couldn’t read scripture. And so I asked, could I
pray in the ceremony? They said I couldn’t pray. Finally, I said, what can I do? They said you can sit in the congregation. I was told to must be patient
and that in a few years this would all change at General Conference, and so I went to the wedding and sat in the congregation and watched with 5
other UMC clergy.
Third Moses moment, the very two people who I couldn’t serve communion to got married, and served us. And they glowed, glowed with the
presence and love of God. I went home that afternoon thinking this has got to change. Surely, we as Methodists can figure something out and this
will get better. I told myself that I will wait until February 2019 and the General Conference.
Then last week happened. Our General Conference met. They voted to keep the rules the same. We can’t do weddings and won’t ordain. Not only
that, the rules could become even more rigid. This has been absolutely heartbreaking, soul crushing for me.
For the last week my heart has been swinging from anger to tears, from hope to despair. I just don’t know what to do.
I love you all… you need to know that. I don’t even care if you agree with me or not, I love you any way.
Problem
The problem is I can’t in good conscience go along with this. I can’t go along with it for my children; they deserve to grow up on a church that is free
of discrimination. I can’t go along with it for my wife; she deserves to have a husband who true to his own heart.
I can’t do this to you the church; you deserve a pastor who proclaims the truth as he or she understands it. Above all else; I can’t do this to my
brothers and sisters in Christ who by no choice of their own happen to be gay.
Closing
I’m not necessarily sure what this means for me and my future, but I’m at the point where I can’t keep making the same mistakes. The next time
I’m asked to serve communion, pray, read scripture, help with a same-sex wedding, I won’t say no. I can’t say no. Instead, it will be yes. I will say yes
because my heart tells me to say yes. I will say yes because yes is what this table represents.
This is the Lord’s Table. This is Christ’s table. Everyone should be welcomed and not shamed; celebrated and not ridiculed; and appreciated not
condemned at the Table which bears Jesus’ name and seeks to reflect the compassion of God. Today, as we gather this Table let us glow with the
presence of God.
This morning, I’m going to put this stole on because I stand with the LGTBQ community. As we prepare for Holy Communion I would like to invite
those of you, who also share this same commitment, to also stand and doing so stand with all those we the church have marginalized, excluded, and
left behind.

†

LAST HYMN UMH #188

†

CHIMES & SERVICE OF LIGHT

“Christ is the World’s Light”

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE 

“Finale” by J. Correll

