He is Risen!
Traditional Worship • April 1
Today’s Sanctuary flowers provided by Patricia Helm to the glory of God in honor of Dorothy Adams.
Today’s choral selections are provided by the Temple Choir & the Temple Orchestra under the direction of Joan Nevill.
Organist: Barbara Waite. Pre-service music provided by Virginia Adye.
Ushers March 11: Greg & Linda Stilwell, captains; Chuck Taylor, Jacque Hardin, Dick Osmon, Nelson & Joyse Rivers
Ushers March 18: Eric Eades, captain; Seby Durgy, Chuck Taylor, Ronnie Pursley, Thornton Patberg (balcony), Margo
Borre (balcony)

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Piano

WELCOME
PRELUDE 

“Chorale Prelude on a Melody by Melchior Vulpius” by H. Willan

CALL TO WORSHIP
		Leader: Look where our Lenten journey has brought us!
People: We walked the wilderness with Jesus; we went to the Upper Room and to the Garden of Sorrows; we stood at
the cross and denied him.
Leader: Now we are here, in the splendor and beauty of this place.
People: Everything is bursting with life. Jesus is alive!
Leader: Hallelujah! Christ is risen!
People: Hallelujah! Christ is risen indeed!
CHIMES & SERVICES OF LIGHT
†
FANFARE & PROCESSIONAL HYMN #302
†

†

“Christ the Lord is Risen Today” v. 1-4

PASSING OF THE PEACE
Leader: Christ is risen!
All: Christ is risen indeed!
Leader: Please turn to those around you and pass the peace of Christ.

ANTHEM

“Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!” by Mark Hayes

CALL TO PRAYER
Leader: Christ is risen!
People: Christ is risen indeed!
Leader: Let us pray as one.
PASTORAL PRAYER
All: Almighty God, we celebrate that death could not hold Jesus in the grave. We celebrate that not even death is
able to separate us from the love of God. We celebrate the new life that we have in Christ. And now, O God, hear us
as we pray, each in our own hearts and our own ways...
LORD’S PRAYER
Matthew 6:9-13 “Pray then like this: ‘Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.’”
GIVING TITHES & OFFERING 
†

“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Thy Word” by J. Biery

DOXOLOGY The congregation stands as the Ushers return the offering to the Altar. 

KIDZ MOMENT 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
The Resurrection of Jesus

#95 in Hymnal
Noisy Offering
Mark 16:1-8

1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might
go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had
been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4 When they looked up, they
saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man,
dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7
But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8 So they
went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were
afraid.
SCRIPTURE RESPONSE UMH #162
“Alleluia, Alleluia”
MESSAGE by Pastor Andy Payton

“Holy Fool’s Day”

Well good morning everyone.
I’ve got good news. Christ is risen. And that’s not just something that we think about that happened a long time ago in the past. That’s
not something that we just anticipate way off into the future; but that is something that’s a reality in our lives even now. Christ is risen in
our hearts today. And so it is Easter Sunday, and this is the most high and holy day within the Christian tradition because we come here
this day to remember a life that is greater than the very realities of death, to remember a hope that is greater than the hopelessness of
this world. But not only is it Easter Sunday, it’s also another special day. You know what other special day it is? I had to say something
about this. It is April Fool’s Day at the same time that it’s Easter Sunday; and it’s the first time in 62 years that the two days coincided. I
did my research on this which means I need to give you a word of advice: Be careful about what kind of treats you bite into this Easter
season. I read some articles. I’ve read one about Reece’s cups- the ones that make the eggs. They took some of their reece’s eggs and
switch out the regular eggs in the supermarket so that when people bought their eggs they would get peanut butter eggs instead of
regular eggs. And I thought that would be like the greatest surprise ever because I don’t even like eggs. A peanut butter, chocolate omelet
would be like the greatest thing in the world to me. I wouldn’t put salt and pepper on it. I would probably sprinkle it with Metformin or
something like that- it would be wonderful. Another one I learned about was Jelly Belly jelly beans. You know the Jelly Belly jelly beans?
They made us a special series of special Easter jelly beans and the ones that were probably the most disturbing to me were the white
ones. Some of them were flavored like coconut and others were flavored like spoiled milk. Oh my gosh I wish I had one of those. I would
so give that to my brother next time I saw him. It would be glorious. I even read one article that talked about parents taking the little
chocolate eggs out of the wrapper and putting grapes and then wrapping it up for their kids which is like come on- I mean, come on. You
just want to eat the chocolate. Don’t act like it’s about April Fool’s Day. And so in lieu of all this though because it’s Easter and it’s April
Fools Day I’ve entitled my sermon Holy Fools Day.
And as we get started, let us begin with the moment of prayer. Help us to be present to you today, Oh God, even as you are here present
with us. We pray this in the name of the risen Christ. Amen.
So I did do some research, and I learned that this idea of the holy fool, it’s like really a thing. In fact in English literature the holy fool
plays a very specific role. The holy fool in English literature is this person who has this overly optimistic view of the world. The holy fool
is someone that has the rose colored glasses on. The holy fool is someone that is so vibrant and joyful with life that they drive the more
realistic people within the story nuts because of their attitude, because of their hopefulness, because of their optimism. So much so that
sometimes the more realistic people within the English stories, at least, they have the holy fool removed and sometimes killed from the
story because the holy fool just doesn’t fit. Take Shakespeare for example; and I have to confess to you, I never thought in a million years
a good old boy like me from the Loogootee, Indiana would ever talk about Shakespeare in one of his sermons. I mean holy cow, I’m just
glad I can speak English let alone talk about it. So Shakespeare has this character called Falstaff and Falstaff in the story of King Henry
is the holy fool. He’s a boyhood friend of Henry. And Falstaff has this optimistic vision of life. He sees the glass half full. He sees joy. He
sees celebration. He is full of life so much so that when the other boys and men march off to war Falstaff is like well that’s the dumbest
thing I’ve ever seen. Why would you want to do that? Why can’t we just sit around the table and fellowship and be friends? Ultimately
Falstaff is removed from the story because that’s not the sort of kingdom that King Henry is going to rule over. It’s not a Falstaff world.
Instead it’s a world filled with the violence that people marched off towards.
Another person I think of is John the Baptist. He’s kind of a holy fool. John the Baptist had the audacity to proclaim forgiveness of sins.
It’s crazy stuff. He had the audacity to say all you got to do is repent and turn to God and you could be forgiven. The reason why that’s
such a big deal is because in the days of John the Baptist everyone knew that you had to go to the temple to get forgiven of sins. You
had to go make a sacrifice to get forgiven of sins. And here’s this country preacher John the Baptist who said ‘No! no! All you have to do
is turn, be baptized, & forgiven.’ Any person on this journey can be embraced by God. Well he loses his head.
Here’s another holy fool. Jesus. He came into the world and proclaim the kingdom of God, and it put him at odds with the Kingdom of
Rome. He had the audacity to say that the kingdom of God is near us. The kingdom of God is with us. The kingdom of God is within us.
He healed people; he hung out with lepers. He hung out with sinners. He rolled with the tax collectors. He rolled with the prostitutes, and
he offended the purity codes of the religious elite of his time.
One of my favorite holy foolish moments in Jesus’s life is when he enters the temple. During the last week of his life, he enters the
Temple. It had been the busiest time of the year Passover week. Everyone around would be coming to the temple at this time, and he
rose up into the temple and he turns over the money changers tables, and he gets a whip and he chases people out of the temple. All
the while he quotes the prophet Jeremiah, and he says, God’s house is supposed to be a House of Prayer for all people. Dare I say that
we live in a time and we live in an era where we need some more holy fools to turn over some of the tables within our society and dare I
say even our churches? Of course, Jesus was betrayed, killed, crucified by the world who could not welcome his message which is what
brings us here today. The world said no to Jesus, but God said yes and raised him from the dead. And within this story that we just heard,
this story of Easter, what I believe we find friends is what I would like to call the Holy Fool’s playbook. And I think the first thing the story
of Easter can teach us about what it means to be a holy fool is that the holy fools of this world are people who are willing to choose life
in a world filled with death. I think about the story as the ladies went to the tomb. We just heard they were walking up to the tomb and
they were talking about the spices that they were going to put on Jesus’s body- his dead body. And as they get there, they realize that the
tomb is open and an angel appears to them; and then comes the words “Jesus isn’t here. He’s risen he is alive.” Within this moment what
we discover is that Jesus is not to be found in the places of death. Jesus is to be found in the place of life- the place of the living. This is
where the Lord is found.
I got a text this past week from a friend and he asked me a really intriguing question. He said Andy how come there’s no more miracles
today? Well that’s a light question. Let me drink another Starbucks, and I’ll have to get back with you on that. And so I texted my friend
and I said Well here’s the options as I see it. First, some would say that the miracle stopped when the disciples went away. Others
would say that in the scriptures, the miracle stories that we hear about were misinterpreted and still others would say that miracles are
happening every day and we just fail to see them. I kind of lean towards that last one. They’re happening all time. We just fail to see it.
But then I thought more, and I realized this. All three of those overlook probably the biggest miracle of them all. We’re here. We’re alive.
I mean you think about the odds that we live on this little blip of a planet in this universe that’s just the right distance from the sun, and
it’s spinning around in our solar system, and it’s just in the right place at the right time to sustain life. And for whatever reason God has
chosen to breathe into us the very breath of life. We are alive! We breathe; we eat. I have children that I love. I have friends that I can be
with. I have a church that listens to me go on and on like this every week. It’s wonderful. It’s astonishing. And we fail to see it. We fail to
see it. And we fail to embrace it; and we fail to be grateful for it. But more than anything else, we miss that this life is the arena in which
Christ is found.
Holy fools of this world realize what this life is. Life is a gift from the living God. And they choose life in a world filled with death. But not
only that, I think the holy fools of this world choose life in a world filled with death because they had the audacity to believe that life is
stronger than death. That’s the second thing the Angel says to the ladies. The second thing the Angel says to the ladies is he’s not here.
He’s risen. Angel goes on and says he has gone ahead of you. He’s gone ahead of you and he will appear to you in Galilee. Now for them
that phrase he has gone ahead of you certainly means that he is going to appear to them, you know when they get to the place that they
were going. But for us that idea that he has gone ahead of us, for me, that means that by sending Jesus, God has given us an example
that we can see in our own lives. This life is stronger than the realities of death just as life was stronger than the reality of death or Jesus
life. Life is stronger than the reality death for our life. And more than anything else that’s what it means to hold onto the Christian faith.
And more than anything else that’s why we come to a place in a time like this. Because we believe that it’s stronger, stronger than the
sting of death. And we can see this pattern all over the world in which we live in.
We just finished Holy Week. Think about it this way. We just finished Holy Week and Holy Week is like I don’t know the Super Bowl for
Christians. It starts on Palm Sunday where we remember the Jesus is entering into Jerusalem, the big parade, & everyone cheers him
on. Then it goes on to Holy Thursday where we remember the Lord’s Supper and we celebrate communion, but we also hear about how
Judas it’s going to betray him. Then we remember Good Friday where Jesus dies. He’s crucified, humiliated, killed. Holy Saturday, we
don’t know what to do with that very much. We forget about it. I mean if you’re like me you’re hunting Easter eggs yesterday because I’m
a pastor and I have kids. The Holy Saturday. Oh my gosh. It’s got this huge significance. It’s when Jesus is laid in the tomb; when we get
the sense that there’s separation from God. And there’s Easter Sunday he rises from the dead.
Now what I want to suggest to you today is these events of Holy Week are not just events that happen in Jesus’s life, but there are events
that are happening within our lives even to this day; and they set forth the pattern. Here’s the pattern: We’ve all had seasons in our life in
which it feels like Palm Sunday. Everyone is cheering us on. We’ve all had seasons in our life where it kind of feels like Holy Thursday and
everything’s kind of going as planned but deep down in our heart we’re thinking once the next shoe going to drop? We’ve all had Good
Fridays, where everything seems to fall apart. We’ve all had Holy Saturdays in which, if we were really honest, our relationship with God
is dry and it’s dead and we feel separated from God. And we all have had Easter’s in which God raises us, puts the pieces back together,
and gives us new life. And friends, this pattern happens again and again and again; and the older we get, we’re able to pay attention to
and learn to trust in it. Because we know that this life that God gives us is stronger than anything we face within this world.
I read the story. This is my new favorite one- my new favorite story. If you are around very often you know I tell those stories. I have like
a new favorite story every week. So this is my new favorite story from this week. The story of this guy named William Menninger, and
William Menninger is the man who single handedly discovered the book The Cloud of Unknowing. You know that book? No. It’s not a
page turner. Let me just tell you that. Not a page turner. The cloud of unknowing is a 14th century book about Christian contemplation.
Not on the bestseller list, but guys like me really like it. And so William Menninger is single handedly the one that found this book
discovered and reintroduced it to the Christian family even to this day; and as a result of that he did a lot of spiritual retreats. He was
invited to go to a lot of places and shared things. And one time he goes to retreat for a Catholic nuns, and he’s up there and he’s doing
his presentation and afterwards it’s over at which point he’s kind of standing there. I call it like the victory lap after you preach or after
you give a retreat and everyone kind of shakes your hands and says good job. You’re on the victory lap. He’s always on his victory lap.
At which point an old Catholic nun comes up to him. She had to be in her 90s. With every step she took he could tell that she was in
pain, but you could see that she had something that she wanted to say, something that she wanted him to hear, something that was so
profound that she couldn’t let it go. And she came up to William Menninger and she looked at him and said “Everything goes back to God.
Everything everything everything.” And they just stood in silence. It’s like a microphone drop; and that is the deepest truth. That is the
most profound truth. That any of us could ever learn to trust in. Everything goes back to God. Even to death on a cross.
The holy fools of this world choose life in the face of death. Why? Because they believe life is stronger than death. In fact, it is so strongthis life that God gives us- is so strong that it’s even greater than our sin; it’s even greater than our biggest mistake. It’s even greater than
the worst screw up of our lives. In fact this life is so strong that the life of God takes our worst screw ups and turns them into moments in
which we learn to experience the love of God. I think that’s the point of the death and resurrection at the end of the day. On the cross we
rejected God, but in the resurrection, God rejects our rejection. And the grace is stronger than death. You can’t screw it up. You can’t. The
sovereign love of God is just too much. When are we going to learn to trust that?
Last thing I’ll say and then I’ll stop, I promise. I get a little wound up on Easter. Everyone comes around and I don’t know I just drank
too much coffee and ate too many of those peanut butter eggs that the girls got this morning. My favorite thing about the Easter story
is the one we just read from the Gospel of Mark. It’s only eight verses long. That’s why I like it. Eight verses long! I mean Matthew’s like
20 verses long. Luke is like 53 verses long. John is two chapters long. You’re welcome. We read Mark today- versus. My favorite one
my favorite one and here’s why. It’s human. It is so human. Because the story goes that the women go to the tomb; it’s empty. The
Angel says he’s not here. Then the Angel says go on to Galilee. Tell the disciples that Jesus is going to appear to you and them just like
Jesus told you to, just like Jesus said it’s going to happen. And then we get this odd phrase at the end. It says that the women don’t say
anything to anyone because they’re afraid. Like the women in the story, I’m afraid. I’m afraid to be the next holy fool. And you are too. We
live in a scary world filled with death. We live in a world filled with hopelessness. We live in a world where sin and shame and all those
things seem to have their day, and we’re afraid to say I don’t believe that those things are stronger. I don’t believe that those things are
the reality. I don’t believe in that stuff. I believe in the life the stronger in death. We don’t want to be the holy fool, and neither do those
women who were afraid. But the story continues right? I mean we’re here. So what’s that tell us. Even though they dropped the ball, Christ
appeared anyway. And that is what it means to trust in Easter. Even when we drop the ball, even when we are afraid and we don’t live into
the person we want to be, Christ appears anyway. And that basic belief changes everything. Happy Holy Fools Day Everyone. Amen.
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“Lift High the Cross”
by G. F. Handel

