Turning
December 2 • Traditional Worship

Our Pastors:
•Lead Pastor Andy Payton leadpastor@methodisttemple.church
•Associate Pastor JillAnn Knonenborg associatepastor@methodisttemple.church
Sunday Morning Volunteers:
•Ushers (12/2): Kathy Zelle, captain; Chuck Taylor, Warren Heinsohn, Jack Buttrum, Ed Ancona, Thornton Patberg (balcony), Margo Borre
(balcony)
•Ushers (12/9): Greg & Linda Stilwell, captains; Chuck Taylor, Jacque Hardin, Nelson & Joyse Rivers
•Greeters (12/2): Sue Anderson, Patricia Helm, Nancy Hughes
•Greeters (12/9): Marty VanStone, Wanda Erwin, Carla Bolin
*An usher remains in the Narthex during worship. Please reach out to them with any questions or special needs you may have. They are
happy to assist!
Additional Information
•Today’s Sanctuary flowers given by Vivian Taylor to the glory of God in honor of Chuck’s birthday.
•Today’s choral selections are provided by the Temple Choir under the direction of Don Travis. Organist: Barbara Waite. Pre-Service & Communion
Music provided by Candace Adye..

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

WELCOME
PRELUDE 

“Comfort, Comfort Now My People” A. Shows

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: The day that was foretold is coming soon,
People: When our tired eyes will behold a fire - a blazing star in the sky!
Leader: The one who was foretold is coming soon,
People: Whose light will shine in deepest darkness.
Leader: The time is at hand!
People: Our redemption is drawing near.
CHORAL INTROIT 

†
CHIMES & SERVICES OF LIGHT
†

“Christmas Introit” by Charles Wesley/Richard Willis

FIRST HYMN UMH #196

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
Leader: In the coming weeks, may we walk by the light of this candle toward the child who is to come.
All: Amen.
†

PASSING OF THE PEACE
Leader: I see Christ in you.
All: And also in you.
Leader: Please turn to those around you and celebrate the presence of Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC
CALL TO PRAYER
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us listen for God in the silence.
PASTORAL PRAYER
All: Redeeming God, we are waiting. We watch for the signs of Your Chosen One - healing for the brokenhearted, release for prisoners, good
news preached to the poor. Draw near to us, O God. Do not make us wait too long for justice and righteousness. And now, hear us as we pray,
each in our own hearts and our own ways...
GIVING OFFERING 
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” by E. T. Childs
†
DOXOLOGY the congregation stands as the Ushers return the offering to the Altar. 
#94 in Hymnal
ANTHEM 	
“Canticle of the Turning” arr. by Anne Krentz Organ
KIDZ MOMENT 

SCRIPTURE READING 	
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Leader: Praise God for the hearing of these sacred words.
All: Thanks be to God.
SCRIPTURE RESPONSE TFWS #2092

“Like a Child” by Daniel Charles Damon

MESSAGE by Pastor Andy Payton
Restoration
I love that little song “Like a Child”. That’s such a good little song. Well, Happy Advent to everyone. Maybe you can say it back? Happy Advent to you,
Pastor Andy. We should be happy. It’s Advent, right? Yeah. Our theme this Advent season is Turning because Advent is a time in which we not really
turn ourselves to God but we should be Turning ourselves to God over and over again. I guess the way I would describe it is that this is a season
in which we are to create room for God to get through to us. It’s not that God ever left us to be clear. God’s always with us. It’s just that sometimes
we leave God, and this season is really about making room for God to get through to us. Our theme for this particular Sunday is Righteousness
and what I would like to suggest to you this morning is that if righteousness is going to become a reality in our lives and in our world, it means
that we’re willing to do one thing. And here’s my one thing: we have to admit that there are some things that we still need to learn. That’s a hard
one. Groundbreaking stuff, I know; but we have to admit that there are still some things we need to learn. We have to admit that we don’t know
everything.
As we get started let us pray. Oh God, today it is good to hear kids and the voice of children in our midst. And we do ask that on this day and always
you would help us to be present to you even as you are always present within and all around us. Amen.
So our reading comes from the prophet Jeremiah, and tradition says that Jeremiah was the weeping prophet. And the reason I think they called
him the weeping prophet was because no one wanted to listen to what he had to say. No one wanted to see what Jeremiah saw. When Jeremiah
preached on judgment, when Jeremiah talked about judgment, no one wanted to hear it. And then when Jeremiah talked about hope, we get the
sense that well it was too good to be true. And so he became the weeping prophet. No one wanted to hear what he had to say. No one really wanted
to see what Jeremiah saw. The good news is that our reading this morning is when a Jeremiah is more hopeful passages. The story behind the
story is that Israel, the Northern Kingdom, & Judah, the southern kingdom, had all but been defeated. Invading armies had come in and laid siege, I
guess you could say, to the people. Jerusalem, the beloved city, was all but destroyed. And it is into these ruins that Jeremiah the prophet began to
speak- specifically he began to speak words of hope. He said there is a day coming, there is a time coming friends when when God is going to raise
up a righteous branch. God is going to send a new leader, and this new leader is going to execute righteousness, justice in the land. At which point I
stopped because when I hear the word righteousness and justice there’s a lot of things that come to my mind.
Let’s take righteousness for example first. When I hear the word righteous, righteousness, these kinds of things, if I’m not careful my mind goes to
thinking about I don’t know, judgmental, legalistic, holier than thou. I think about a quote from Will Rogers who once said that there are just some
people that there are just so darn righteous, they’re just no good. And that’s not exactly what he said. I made an addition to that to get away with it.
Yes. So if you were just so righteous, they’re just no darn good. And so a lot of times we hear the word righteous, we think of negative things. But
the way the Prophet uses it, the way Jeremiah uses it is that righteousness is a positive. To be righteous is to be passionate about rightness. To be
righteous means we’re passionate about rightness. To apply that to God, to say that God is righteous means that God is passionate about setting
things right.
And so what is rightness look like? Next term. Justice. Justice was the next term he used. Now again if you’re like me, when you hear the word
justice your mind goes to all kinds of places. Now my mind specifically goes to one of the great TV shows Law and Order. When I heard that all word
Justice, the criminal justice system, law enforcement, punishing those who break the laws. That’s justice, at least in a lot of our modern minds; but
when Jeremiah uses the word justice that’s not really what he’s talking about- not criminal justice. Instead he’s talking about, for lack of a better
term, equality. He is visualizing a world in which everyone has enough to thrive. He is visualizing a world where there’s no longer violence. He is
visualizing a world where all can live in abundance. So if you take righteousness and couple it with justice, what are we saying? Well in Jeremiah’s
day, what we’re saying is that God’s gonna send a leader and this leader is going to organize the world in such a way where everyone can thrive.
And then, I love the way the text ends. When this righteousness and justice become a reality, the city of Jerusalem it gets a new name. If you look
closely at the text, the city of Jerusalem gets a new name; and then the name the city is called is the ‘Lord is Our Righteousness’. Translation, when
righteousness and justice become a reality in the world, the people will say look what God has done. Look what God has done.
So how do we make this reality in our world today? How do we live into this righteousness and justice? How do we become this place that Jeremiah
is talking about? Well it’s pretty simple. I think it starts with like love, charity, generosity. I mean if we really believe in it, it means first we we’re
generous with one another. Expressions of righteousness and justices as Jeremiah saw it would mean things like the Salvation Army bell ringers and
the people who give. It looks like the folks at work at United Caring Services and the people from our congregation who volunteer once a month. It
looks like the people who sponsored an Angel Tree child a few weeks ago and they went bought presents for a kid whose parent was incarcerated. I
mean these are some obvious things right? When we think about righteousness and justices as Jeremiah talked about it; but here’s the more subtle
ones. The generosity and charity and love that we’re called to, it looks like the people yesterday who came to this church on a Saturday afternoon
and decorated so that we can enjoy it today. It looks like people like Maggie Harding and Don Travis who for months as far as I can tell- weeks at
least- have been working with the kids from our children’s center to put on a Christmas Pageant this afternoon; and it looks like people like you and
I who show up to that pageant to encourage the kids as they sing their songs. That’s what it looks like. And I think that’s what we love about this
time of year. It’s a time of year in which we all seek to be a little more generous. We seek to be a little bit more loving. We seek to be a little bit more
charitable with ourselves. And as we do that, we live into the righteousness and justice that I think Jeremiah was talking about.
But not only that, if we’re really serious about righteousness and justice becoming a reality in our world today, it means not only that we’re loving and
charitable and generous, but it also means that we have the courage to ask the question why. Specifically we are able to ask the question, why are
there so many people who struggle? Why is it every year there’s people that don’t have enough? Why is it there’s violence in our world? Why is it that
there’s drugs in our communities? Why is it that Evansville has one of the highest infant maternal mortality rates? Why is it all these things happen?
It’s not enough just to love, but we have to be willing to ask the question, why is it that people hurt? And this is where things get a little sassy.
Because we don’t all answer that question in the same way. It’s like the preacher who once said, when I gave to the poor they called me a saint. But
when I asked the question why are they poor, they ran me out of town. I kind of know what that preacher feels like.
Sometimes it feels good to give, but it’s scary when you ask the question, why? Why? Certainly if we’re gonna be willing to ask that question, why,
it means that we’re willing to open our minds to hear and think about new possibilities about how we can move forward together. To use some
lofty, philosophical and theological terms, it means that we’re willing to move from a dualistic mindset to a non-dualistic mindset. Let me explain. A
dualistic mindset, when presented with the question and a problem has a tendency to reduce the answer to one of two options, identify with one of
those options, and defend it at all cost. Dualism is like the biggest game in town when we look at our society today. It’s the us and them mentality.
It’s the winners and losers mentality. It’s the I’m right, you’re wrong mentality. It’s what leads to the competitiveness of our society today in many
ways. Now to be clear it’s not that dualism is all bad. There are some very dualistic situations that things need to be simply responded to. Don’t get
me wrong like a poopy diaper, for example. One of two options. You leave it on, it gets worse. You change it, it gets better. Pretty simple right. That’s
a very dualistic thing to do. Just fix it. So dualism is not a completely bad thing. But it’s not the only thing. Especially when we’re talking about the big
questions of our time like why.
When we ask the big question why, we must be willing to move from a dualism to what I like to call it a non-dualism; and a non-dualism means that
we’re willing to surround our answers with humility we take our convictions with us. Yes but we’re willing to admit that there are still some things
left to learn. You see non-dualism begins not with two, but with one. And as a people of faith, what do we say? We believe in one God who’s creating
us all Not created, but is creating us all which means each and every moment of each and every day, there is something new to be learned. We can’t
just shut it off with just one or two answers, but if God is still creating, there’s there’s new things that can be learned. Friends we live in a time we’ve
got to move from dualism to non-dualism and believe that we are all in this together. We all come from one God and we all can bring perspectives
and suggestions to the big problems of our time.
Until we get to that place where we’re able to learn and listen from one another and not shut each other off, my hunch is we have problems. It’s like
the old parable I heard where a young student comes to the master and says, Master teach me. The master says, let’s have some tea. The student
sits down and says okay let’s have some tea. And the master gets the tea. And while the master was getting the tea the young student begins to tell
him about all the things that he has done, all the answers that he has. The young student continues to talk about all the books that he has read and
all the things that he knows. At which point the Master begins to pour the tea to the younger student’s cup. And the young student just continues to
talk and talk and talk and the master just continues to pour and pour and pour until the Tea runs over the cup and burns the young students hand.
The student says, ‘What the heck are you doing? You burnt my hand!’ To which the master replies, ‘You want me to teach you something but your
cup is already full.’ Non-dualism says I have opinions I have convictions but I’m going to be intentional about making sure that my cup is not so full
that I can’t learn new things. I guess the way I would explain it is that it’s about learning to pray with our eyes open. I get this from my kids. I talked
about this a couple of months ago where we taught Paige, our four year old, a very simple prayer. The prayer is of Abba Amen. That’s the prayer we
pray all the time especially for a meal. It’s a wonderful prayer to pray before your meal. It does not take very long. But here’s the thing that’s starting
to happen now. Mid-meal, the other one Ella, she says Pray. Pray. We’re like OK, everyone stop. Let’s pray. Ella wants to pray. At which point Ella with
her eyes open puts her hands together and looks at us all and just says. Amen and starts clapping.
Now the Pastor in me got to thinking about that. What that moment can teach me? Well at the beginning of the meal, Paige remembers God by
saying Abba Amen; but in the middle of the meal, Ella teaches us that to truly pray, we have to keep our eyes open. The meal is not over yet. See to
pray with your eyes open means that you approach all of life with a teachable attitude. You believe that this moment of this day is a new creation.
It’s a gift given to us by God, and you see it for its sacredness. You approach it with an attitude of what can this person teach me? What can this
moment teach me? What is God trying to get through to me here? Until we find this type of attitude, I don’t think righteousness and justice is going
to be a reality in our time. But I think the moment we do discover it, we learn to listen with love. God’s gonna get through to us. As God gets through
to us and as we begin to say yes to that voice that is here teaching us, we’ll look back and say look what God has done. Amen.
†
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CHIMES & SERVICE OF LIGHT

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE 

“Hark the Glad Sound!” by J. Leavitt

