Turning

December 9 • Traditional Worship
Our Pastors:
•Lead Pastor Andy Payton leadpastor@methodisttemple.church
•Associate Pastor JillAnn Knonenborg associatepastor@methodisttemple.church
Sunday Morning Volunteers:
•Ushers (12/9): Greg & Linda Stilwell, captains; Chuck Taylor, Jacque Hardin, Nelson & Joyse Rivers, Thornton Patberg (balcony), Margo Borre
(balcony)
•Ushers (12/16): Eric Eades, captain; Seby Durgy, Chuck Taylor, Ronnie Pursley, Thornton Patberg (balcony), Margo Borre (balcony)
•Greeters (12/9): Marty Van Stone, Wanda Erwin, Carla Bolin
•Greeters (12/16): Warren & Rosemary Heinsohn, Janet Kissel
*An usher remains in the Narthex during worship. Please reach out to them with any questions or special needs you may have. They are
happy to assist!
Additional Information
•Prayer Concerns: Phillip & Helen Fisher
•Today’s Sanctuary flowers given by Kathy Stieler to the glory of God in memory of Paul Murphy.
•Today’s choral selections are provided by the Temple Choir under the direction of Don Travis. Organist: Barbara Waite. Flautist: Lisa McCarty.
Additional Music provided by the Temple Brass.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

WELCOME
PRELUDE 

“Puer nobis I, II, III, V, VII, VIII” by F. D. Ashdown

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: God has sent out a call,
People: A call for messengers to share the good news.
Leader: What is this good news?
People: That God has made a home among us, to bring liberty to captives and freedom to the oppressed.
Leader: God needs messengers.
People: We will answer the call.
CHORAL INTROIT 

†
CHIMES & SERVICES OF LIGHT
†

FIRST HYMN UMH #211 Verses 1,2,6,7

“People, Look East”
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
Leader: Like the flame of these candles, may our hearts burn with expectation for God to enter the world.
All: Amen.
†

PASSING OF THE PEACE
Leader: I see Christ in you.
All: And also in you.
Leader: Please turn to those around you and celebrate the presence of Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC
CALL TO PRAYER
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us listen for God in the silence.
PASTORAL PRAYER
All: God of Compassion, we are not nearly ready to welcome You. Our hearts are distracted by worries, hopes, and material clutter. We do not
love justice and mercy with our whole hearts. Transform us this day, O God. Refocus our lives to prepare for what You are bringing into the
world. And now, hear us as we pray, each in our own hearts and our own ways...
GIVING OFFERING 
“Christ, The Life Of All The Living” by F. Peeters
†
DOXOLOGY the congregation stands as the Ushers return the offering to the Altar. 
#94 in Hymnal
ANTHEM 	
“An Advent Reflection” by Ruth Elaine Schram
KIDZ MOMENT 

SCRIPTURE READING 	
Luke 3:1-6
Leader: Praise God for the hearing of these sacred words.
All: Thanks be to God.
SCRIPTURE RESPONSE TFWS #2092

“Like a Child” by Daniel Charles Damon

MESSAGE by Pastor Andy Payton

Restoration

Intro
Good morning, friends and a Happy Advent to you. Today we lit the second Advent candle, the peace candle. As you can see, in all there are four
Advent candles that lead to the lighting of the Christ candle on Christmas Eve. Each candle we light is meant to represent a virtue Christ seeks to
bring into our lives. First, there is hope, then there is peace, joy, and even love.
The reason the wreath is a circle and not a straight line is because a circle is unending just as God’s love, God’s grace for us is also infinite and
unending. Thus to put it all together hope, peace, joy and love are the spiritual fruit of what happens when we turn our lives over to God’s care. And
so, more than a beautiful decoration, the Advent wreath and candles are here to preach to us, and proclaim.
As I mentioned, our candle for today is peace. Jesus was sent to bring peace into the world, he is our prince of peace. To be clear, As our gospel
lesson and reading from Luke reminds us, the peace Jesus was sent to bring about was not and is not an evacuation plan from this world but a
restoration of it. In John the Baptists words, our role in this peace process is to make paths, which is to say we live our lives in such a way that the
peace of God might flow through us.
Before we go another further, lets begin with prayer.
Pray
Picture
Remember when we were children and had to get our school pictures. I remember my mom would make us get our hair cut, buy new outfits, and
even the morning of would remind my brother to remember to smile. As if to say, that we needed all the help I could get. Finally, would come the
moment of truth. It was time for the photo to be taken, it would go into the wallets and picture frames of family and friends everywhere.
Before the photographer took the picture, though, they would ask what background you wanted. In my day, was only two or three different
backgrounds… I would always ask for the laser background… because all the cool kids wanted lasers.
Over the years since, I’ve been asked that question again and again. What background do you want with your picture. Do you want trees, water falls,
beaches… inevitably the background we choose has a big impact on the picture that we take.
Scripture
The same can be said for Bible Study. When I first started to read the Bible my tendency was to simply read the verse and take what ever was said
at face value. When I went off to seminary, though, I began to learn about the historical context, the background. As this began to happen, I started
to see an entirely different picture.
Luke
Take, for example, our gospel lesson from Luke 3. Luke, the gospel writer, goes to great lengths to set the stage for John the Baptist’s proclamation,
he does this by giving us some very specific background. He says that it was in the 15th year of the reign of Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was
governor, Herod was ruler and the Roman appointed Annas and Caiaphas were priests that the word of God came to…. John.
The point being when John began to speak the biggest show in town, was the Roman Empire. Some of the central features of the Roman apparatus
were that it was first politically oppressive in that they were ruled by a the few. Basically, 1 to 2 percent of the population made most of the big
decisions.
Second, it was economically exploitative. The wealthy and powerful acquired a high percent of the society’s annual production. Typically, 1/2 to 2/3
of the production wound up in the hands of 1 to 2 percent.
Third, they were religiously legitimated. Rulers maintained that they did not set it up this way but God did. For example, the emperor of Rome that
Luke mentions Tiberius was known throughout the empire as the Son of God.
Fourth, all this was maintained by a military system. By the time Jesus would have entered the world and John preached the Roman army was
composed of around 28 legions of 5 - 6 thousand troops.
It is into the context that the word of God came to a powerless man by the name of John, son of Zechariah. Which should be a surprise to us
because it would be much more efficient of God to speak to Tiberius or Pilate or Herod or Annas or Caiphas. Afterall, they were already in places of
authority and they already yielded much influence. It would make sense that God would speak to them.
John
Yet, Luke makes clear that God spoke to John, son of Zechariah in the wilderness of all places. It seems it is important to Luke that we know who
John’s father is. We are also told in preceding chapters that both of John’s parents were faithful people and highly devout to the God of Israel. The
God who sets slaves free and removes Pharaoh’s from their thrones, that God.
It comes as no surprise that John would believe that God desired to do a new thing that didn’t necessarily involve the playbook of the Tiberius’,
Pilates, and Herod’s of the world but instead included the powerless, voiceless, everyone.
Beyond that, the fact that John’s upbringing is alluded to should at least remind us the importance of raising our kids in such a way that they too
know the importance of faith and faithfulness. Many times is the faith of the parents that lives on with the kiddos. It is the role of each generation to
live their lives in such a way that the next generation has hope.
Wilderness
The other reason the word of God came to John wasn’t necessarily because he was more loved and more special than anyone else. Instead, the
reason why he heard the voice of God is because he was willing, he made room for it to happen by going to the wilderness. This was not a retreat
center with comfy beds, air conditioning, and buffet meals. Instead, the wilderness was the place were people went to face their demons.
Think about Jesus’ journey into the wilderness. The gospel accounts tell us that after Jesus was baptized he was driven into the wilderness. To do
what? He was driven there to be tested. Dare I say he was driven there in all his humanity to face his demons and make space for God to rule in his
heart. Before, and hear me when I say this, before John was to go and be a prophet he had to take responsibility for what was wrong with his own
life.
We too must face our demons if God’s voice is ever to get through to us. We too must learn to resist those death dealing attitudes and actions if the
Voice of Life is going to get through to us.
As John worked through his demons in the wilderness, he was able to see through the lies and hear the word of God, he saw.
Isaiah
But, what did John see? Well, he saw what the Old Testament prophet Isaiah saw. He saw that the time had to come to make a path, and create a
road which is ready for a new King to come.
Quoting from Isaiah he boldly proclaims… make the road ready, and the path’s straight.
In the days of the prophet Isaiah and also in the days of John it was customary when a King was about to make a trip to certain part of the kingdom
that they would send a courier ahead to tell the people, make the roads ready the King is coming. This would give the time for the people to clear the
brush from the roads and away and fill all the pot holes. Well, John was the courier sent to tell the people the King was coming and, of course, Jesus
was the King.
The Kingdom he would come to preach about and teach about was not of this world…. it was not the Kingdom of Rome. Instead Christ came to
teach and proclaim to us that the kingdom was near to us and even within us. In other words, this world is charged with the active presence of God.
Certainly, such a vision of the world was in opposition to the Roman way because every person was of sacred value.
Instead of being politically exploitive everyone should have a voice. Instead of economically harmful the poor would be cared for. Instead of violent
non-violent. And most importantly it was not religiously exclusive but granted open access to God, even sinners, tax collectors, and prostitutes
were to welcomed to this table.
Sit In Their Seat
Truth be told, we are still waiting for kingdom way to become a reality even to the day. A day in which wrongs would be made right, the hungry would
be filled, and violence would turn to peace.
If this vision would become reality then recruits are needed. That is why John preached. Scripture, history, and even our own experience together
confirm that God acts through our actions, responds through our response, human beings are the language through which God speaks. It always
begins with us moving into the wilderness of our own lives and taking responsibility for our own selves and doing what we can do.
Quotes
One early theologian by the name of Augustine said it like this - without us God will not, but without God we cannot. Without us God will not, but
without God we cannot.
I find it curious that after John was done with his preaching. He told them that the King was coming and they should get the road ready. The people
then asked him, the question each of us would asked, how. What does it look like?
His response was that if they had two coats they should share with the one who has none, and who ever has food should do likewise. To the tax
collector he said take no more money than what is prescribed to you. To the soldiers he said be satisfied with your wages. Each of them was called
to do the next right thing. Their vocation started precisely where they were at.
Truthfully, a big part of me wanted to John to say, “Get your pitch forks we’re going to take down Tiberius, overthrow Pilate, and replace the high
priests.” Yet we get none of this. Instead he challenged the people to say no to their own death dealing voices and yes to the way of the kingdom,
and the voice of life.
Closing
And so the question becomes will you and I have the audacity to believe in the word of God as presented in the prophet John long ago? That a new
king is coming, and the kingdom he comes to proclaim honors the sacred value of every person. Will we have eyes to see that the way this kingdom
actually comes into this world is through the hearts of each of us.
The peace of God comes from believing in Jesus’ alternative and living our lives faithfully wherever we are at. Parents parent well, husbands
husband well, pastors pastor well and so on and so forth. We can only love one person at a time, and it always starts with the people right in front of
us.
We live so much of our time pointing fingers these days, maybe our time would be better spent finding the peace which comes from doing that next
right thing.
†

LAST HYMN UMH #61

†

CHIMES & SERVICE OF LIGHT

“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry (PUER NOBIS)”

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE 

“Prepare The Royal Highway” by P. Manz

