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There is no fear in love,
but perfect love casts out
fear; for fear has to do with
punishment, and whoever
fears has not reached
perfection in love. We love
because he first loved us.
1 John 4:18-19
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MT BY THE NUMBERS
MT by the numbers is a regular section of our
newsletter where you can find information about
our attendance and offering numbers. If you have
comments about these numbers or simply want
more detailed information, as always, you can
stop by the church office.
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Date

Offering

January 7

$11,182

January 14

$359,520

January 21

$31,825
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Offering

Date

Missions
$285

Total
$11,467

$105 $359,625
$11,189

$43,014

Attendance
8:30

11:00

Total

Check out what is going on this month at Methodist

January 7

128

140

268

Temple!

January 14

93

119

212

January 21

114

129

243

Our mission is to put our faith into action in order to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. Our goal is to bring you closer to God, help you grow in your faith, and
support you today, tomorrow, and always.

Pastors:

Program Staff:

Andy Payton - Senior Pastor
• seniorpastor@methodisttemple.church
JillAnn Knonenborg - Associate Pastor
• associatepastor@methodisttemple.church
Office Staff:
Alex Amick - Director of Communications
• communications@methodisttemple.church
Jenny Farthing - Receptionist
• info@methodisttemple.church
Jane Hetherington - Finance Manager
• finance@methodisttemple.church
Wendy Moore - Director of Operations
• operations@methodisttemple.church

Becky Sparrenberger - Day Camp Director
• daycamp@methodisttemple.church
Maggie Harding- Director of Children’s Ministries
• kidz@methodisttemple.church
Sean Welcher - Director of Youth Ministries
• youth@methodisttemple.church

Music Staff:
Joan Nevill - Director of Music
• music@methodisttemple.church
Don Travis - Contemporary Coordinator
• dtravis@methodisttemple.church
Barbara Waite - Organist
• bwaite@methodisttemple.church

Custodial Staff:
Dan Alldredge - Custodian
Bob Attebery - Custodian
Evelyn Fields - Custodian
Carlus Grant - Custodian
Al Nation- Maintenance

Shoebox Ministry
The Shoebox Ministry want to say thank you
for all your generous gifts you donated to our
community. There were a lot of children without
scarfs, caps, & gloves. Hopefully we put a dent in
our efforts to give to the community.
Normally our next date for delivery would be
Tuesday, March 1; however, due to the many items
that can be used now, the Shoebox Ministry will
meet instead on February 1 to gather the winter
items that you so generously continued to donate
after Christmas.
Be careful and stay warm in this weather!
Thank you, Evelyn Fields, Shoebox Coordinator

Happy Birth Day Corrigan Linnea!
Parents Jared & Shaina Weis

January 5, 2018 at 4:36 a.m.

7lb 3oz., 20 inches

UMW General Meeting
UMW general meeting—Thursday, February 8.
Devotions in the Chapel at 11:30 a.m., followed
by sack lunch in Room 202. Our program will
be "Redistricting in Indiana," given by Nikki
Webb from the League of Women Voters. All
women of the church are welcome! (Don't
forget to bring your sack lunch!)

Thank You!

Thank you Methodist Temple church. Thank
you for the altar flowers; thanks to all the
members who sent me good wishes for my
recovery. Thank you very much to Leola, what
a surprise to see her knocking on my door
and carrying the altar flowers. God bless you
all. Have a blessed Christmas. Dolores A.
Sanchez
Thank you to my church family for your
prayers & the beautiful flowers from the altar.
Love, Vira J. Cogswell

Happy 65th
Wedding Anniversary
Dolores & Ken Horn!

They were married
January 4, 1953
here at Methodist
Temple. Her
wedding gown
was made by the
bride from a bolt
of material Ken
purchased at a big
department store
in Tokyo, Japan.

Throughout These Forty Days
Christians have celebrated the season of Lent since the earliest days of the church.
In the olden days, everyone who wanted to be baptized got baptized on Easter
Sunday. Lent was a forty-day fast before Easter for the baptismal candidates and
their sponsors. The candidates (the fancy word is “catechumen”) didn’t bathe; they
didn’t eat while the sun was up; they didn’t eat meat at all; they couldn’t receive
Communion. The fast was meant to show how dedicated the candidates were to
Christ, but it also served as a time for instruction and intense prayer.
But why forty days? Well, the number 40 appears many times in the Bible, almost
always during a time of great trial. The Israelites wandered the desert for forty
years after God delivered them from slavery. Moses waited at top of Mt. Sinai for
forty days to receive the Ten Commandments. Jonah gave the Ninevites forty days
to repent of their sins. Most importantly, after he was baptized, the Holy Spirit led
Jesus into the wilderness and he fasted for forty days.
Of course, if you count the days between Ash Wednesday (which begins Lent)
and Holy Saturday (which completes it), you will discover there are more than forty
days. That’s because Sundays don’t count. Why? Because Sunday is always
a feast day. Every Sunday is meant to be a mini-Easter, a celebration of life and
peace.
Fasting can seem archaic and weird in our culture today. Our culture is based on
excess and consumption. The idea that emptiness and deprivation can be gifts –
can help us grow – is foreign to us. Yet when it is done by choice, willingly going
without can change us. It can remind us of how fragile we are. It can show us how
much we depend on God and one another. Fasting can even show us that the
things we think we need are the very things pushing us away from God’s love.
This Lent, I encourage you to try to fast from something: something you think you
need. When you’re tempted to quit the fast, you can pray. Pray for God to give
you strength and to show you what really matters. You may or may not make it all
forty days, and that’s okay. Lent is not a competition. As long as you strive to make
Christ the center of your life, you have successfully celebrated Lent.
May God bless these forty days.
Pastor JillAnn Knonenborg

Glory Sightings

Dear Beloveds,

In looking forward to the upcoming season of lent, I’ve been thinking back to June of 2017. School was out
for the summer! It was sunny and hot; there were long days with kids home, an immeasurable number of
popsicles consumed and nearly as many trips to the swimming pool. For a children’s director, summer is
actually the most wonderful time of the year because it means one thing: Vacation Bible School! Last year our
VBS theme was Camp Out: Getting ‘Smore of Jesus. Our church was beautifully and creatively decorated
and I got to be in a dimly-lit basement room with the preschoolers, which created the most perfect campsite
atmosphere. On our first night together, we sat around our “campfire” and began by singing one of my son,
Jude’s, favorite songs during his toddler years: “The Bear Hunt” by the Learning Station. We searched long
and hard for that bear; we climbed over oak trees, trudged through swamps, swam through ponds and
creeped into a cave where we feared we had, in fact, found and awoken a hungry bear, who was now hunting
us! So we re-traced our steps, running back through all of the aforementioned spaces at top speed! In the
end, we found safety and felt a little “funny” as we realized we were only being chased by a “little bitty bunny.”
All of this bear hunting got us thinking about the things we search for in our daily lives. What are we chasing
after? What do we notice along the way? What obstacles do we have to overcome? How will our lives be
different once we notice what we’re chasing? Or if we don’t? What are we running from? How will we ever
achieve a feeling of safety? Who is with us throughout our search? The happy campers and I turned our
attention from going on a bear hunt to going on a God hunt. We followed the lead of the Berenstein family as
Brother and Sister Bear taught us about discovering God’s creation. We noticed God in things like grass and
trees; and birds and bees. When times were good, we noticed God in friends to play with. When times were
bad, we noticed God in friends to stay with. We discovered worlds of wonder all around!
I want to invite and encourage you to join our church family as we commit to hunting for God in our lives
throughout the 40 days of lent by striving to submit 400 Glory Sightings, or instances where we’ve seen
God at work. Maybe you’re facing a hardship and have experienced God through the companionship or
encouragement of a friend. Maybe you’ve experienced an overwhelming sense of peace when wrestling with
an important decision. Maybe you feel isolated or alone, but have heard another voice cry “me too.” Maybe
you hit the pavement running each morning while the rest of the world is asleep and feel the presence of God
in the still, quiet darkness. Maybe you have a new baby in your home and are in awe. Maybe you’re like me
and find restoration in the laughter and squeals of unruly preschoolers during our weekly Chapel time! Friends,
whether we choose to notice it or not, the spirit of God is working among us. At the end of their search,
Brother and Sister Bear return home to Papa Bear, who is firmly planted in front of the television. They tell Papa
to open his eyes and “see” because God’s work is much more fulfilling than any old TV! Here’s to opening our
hearts and our eyes throughout the coming weeks and to discovering worlds of wonder all around. I can’t wait
to hear where each of you has found God throughout this season!
Peace,
Maggie Harding, Director of Children’s Ministries

Upcoming Children’s Events
Bootcamp: Friday, February 1 at 6:00 p.m.
Kidz Night: Friday, February 16 at 6:00 p.m.

Ministry Spotlight

Guy's Night

Guy’s Night exists to provide a safe place for young men (8th- 12th grade) to come and
learn while seeing godly men model the ways to live life. We do this through teaching from
scripture or books godly ways of responding to real life issues in an understandable way
for someone who has not grown up in the church. We also have a meal before the lesson
and play basketball for the last part of the evening. Guy’s Night is not only for those outside
the church but also for those already involved in Youth Group to build relationships with
people who are different than themselves. A deeper objective of Guys Night is to destroy
preconceived notions of what “church” is for these young men without neglecting the
gospel so that they can come into relationship with Christ.

Temple Refuge Volunteers Needed
As our youth ministry grows, so does our need for volunteers. Adult volunteers are critically
needed for Youth Refuge and special events throughout the year as we look to have a big
growth year in 2018. If you are interested in helping, please let Sean Welcher, Director of
Youth Ministries, know. s_welcher@methodisttemple.church.

From the Trustees

One of the more impressive features of our Sanctuary is the round window above the organ,
also known as the Rose Window. This stained-glass window was installed in 1951 by Emil Frei
Associates in St. Louis, MO, and represents the Resurrection and Ascension of Christ, and
the descent of the Holy Spirit. The circle represents the endlessness and the perfection of the
wholeness of the world – the message is for all peoples in all directions.
With help from a gift from a former member’s estate to fund the project, the Trustees have worked
to light the window so that it can be seen as it was meant to be seen – year-round. The difficulty
lies in the discovery that the window is 8-feet in diameter and, more importantly, 6-inches thick,
making it hard for “just any” light to penetrate. Several options have been tried without success,
but we are continuing to search for a solution.
In the meantime, in order for the Rose Window to be seen by the congregation, some adjustments
will need to be made in the Sanctuary. Specifically, the Trustees would like to remove the large
drop-down screen from the ceiling and replace it, instead, with two large monitors on either side of
the Sanctuary (see the picture below for a representation). Each monitor will be a 75-inch screen,
and will produce a more crisp, clear image than is currently available with the projector and screen
that we currently use. Additionally, the projector is outdated technology that will be expensive (and
at some point, soon, impossible) to fix or replace.

The hope is to have both projects completed by Easter Sunday (although weather may play a factor
in the lighting project). Should you have questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact
any member of the Board of Trustees (chairperson, Margo Borre; Bill Drebus; Cara Burns; Joe Wood;
David Matthews; Tom Magan; Mark Schweickart; Max LaMar).

World
This season of Open Community is the perfect opportunity to engage, to reach out to,
and to learn about our neighbors. There's so much tension in our nation over politics,
culture, and religion. The church ought to be a place where diverse people can gather,
listen, and discover God's image in one another. At Open Community, we will do this
through sharing a meal and learning together.
Childcare will be provided by the Children’s Ministry. You can bring your children to the
nursery and to the Celebration Center following the meal. Kids will have fun hanging out
and decompressing after a long day at school.

MEALS

A family friendly meal will be provided each
week, free of charge! Meals always include
sides and a choice of salad, fruit, and PB&J.
*Meals cost approximately $5 per plate;
donations are gratefully accepted to help with
the cost of the meals but are not required.

Tentative Menu:

2.21 • Hamburgers and Hot Dogs
2.28 • Fazoli’s Spaghetti or Lasagna
3.7 • Chick Fil A
3.14 • Sandwich and Chips
3.21 • Papa John’s Pizza

Schedule

Open Community will meet on
Wednesday evenings beginning
February 21.
5:15 p.m. • Dinner (Parents & KIDZ)
6:00 p.m. • Workshops (Childcare)
7:30 p.m. • Pick up Children from CC
Open Community will run for 5 weeks
with the last session being held on
March 21.

RSVP at Connection Central or

REligions
1 CLASS

5 WEEKS

Spring Open Community will take place February 21- March 21.
We will be offering a single class, World Religions. Different faith leaders
from Evansville will give a presentation; following the lesson, there will
be a Q&A session. This class will meet in the Sanctuary; the Chapel
will also be open to those who wish to pray.
The following topics will be covered:

CATHOLIC CHRISTIANITY
Father Alex Zenthoefer

ISLAM

February 21

JUDAISM

by Dr. Mohammad Hussain

February 28

by Rabbi Gary Mazo

HINDUISM
by Karuna Pandit

March 7

March 14

BUDDHISM
by Alan McCoy

March 21

at www.methodisttemple.church
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SCOUTING MINISTRIES SUNDAY

FEBRUARY 18, 2018

On February 18, 2018, we will celebrate United Methodist Scouting Ministries. February 8 will mark the
108th anniversary of the founding of the Boy Scouts of America in 1910. February 22 will be World Thinking
Day for Girl Scouts.
Methodist Temple was the first congregation in Evansville to sponsor a Boy Scout Troop. Troop 1 was
organized March 26, 1911, at Bayard Park Methodist Episcopal Church, with James E. Perry (Assistant
Secretary at the YMCA) as scoutmaster and with fourteen boys. This troop was active through 1917. Fourth
Street Methodist Episcopal Church also had Troop 2, founded in 1916 by Frank S. Fenneman (grandfather
of Scott Fenneman, our current Committee Chairman).
After a lapse of three years (1918-1920) when many of the troops in Evansville became inactive, Troop 1 was
reorganized at Bayard Park in March of 1921 under the guidance of Loris G. Julian (father of Jim Julian). In
1937 Fourth Street merged with Bayard Park, and Troop 2 merged with Troop 1. Since 1921 Troop 1 (later
renumbered 301) has had ninety-seven years of consecutive service.
The Scouts and Scout leaders from Troop 301 and Pack 301 appreciate the support for Scouting that this
congregation has provided for many decades. We invite boys from Kindergarten through age seventeen to
become part of a great Scouting heritage! The troop meets on Wednesday evenings from 6:15 to 7:45 p.m.
in the Scout Room, and the pack meets on Monday evenings from 6:15 to 7:30 p.m. Girl Scout Troop 32
(Kindergarten through seventh grade) meets on Thursdays from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. downstairs.

Taters 'n' Toppings
with Salad, Dessert, & Drink

Who: Troop 301
When: Sunday, February 18
Time: 9:30 a.m. -  12:30 p.m.
What: Eat-in or Carry-out

$6.00 Minimum Donation

God’s Special Gift of Music
Music is that miraculous gift which gives excitement, comfort, concentration, and inspiration! In
this busy world it can provide the outlet needed for important emotions of children and grownups. Music gives variety to life. Music is a way of communicating in an open, interesting, &
expressive way. Music promotes confidence and leadership skills. Music brings people together
by using a variety of languages. Our church, Methodist Temple, gives opportunity for all ages to
experience the joy of this universal art. An adult choir, hand bell choir, and children’s choir would
love your participation. This spring, children will have the opportunity to experience working
together to present a musical. The production will bring a wholesome story combined with
exciting songs and drama. Watch for news of the important musical dates to come!

ALTAR FLOWERS
The Methodist Temple Altar Flower calendar is
available for sign-ups for Sunday altar flower
bouquets this 2018. The bouquets can be
given in honor or memory of family members
or friends. The sign-up calendar is located on
Sundays at Connection Central and through
the week in the church office. Bouquets cost
$30 each and can be paid for during the week
prior to their display. A member from the Flower
Committee will contact the donor prior to the
Sunday for which the flowers have been given
to find out what flowers are to be included in the
bouquet. Please contact Helen Fisher for more
information 812.568.3042.

Knit News

In 2017, the Sweater Ministry shipped 28 sweaters, 11 blankets, and 103 hats to World
Vision’s Knit for Kids. This has been accomplished because of the dedication of the knitters
at Methodist Temple. A special thank you goes to each of these ladies.
We are united with 30,000 other knitters across the U.S. who help provide warmth and
comfort to children in great need in our country and 20 other countries.
All are welcome to share their God given talents to support the Sweater Ministry at Methodist
Temple. For more information, contact Jean Freeze at 812.490.2491 for patterns and the
opportunity “to wrap the world in warmth.”

They will know we are Christians by our love!

Join us on

SAMs Upcoming Events

Ash Wednesday

Do you eat lunch? Do you enjoy good
company? Then the Methodist Temple
UMC Senior Adult Ministry is for you. SAMs
is open to adults of all ages. Sign-up in
advance at Connection Central Too.

12:00 p.m. in the Chapel

Out-to-Lunch- Bunch will take place on
February 1 at Turoni's Forget-Me-Not Inn
on Weinbach. Everybody pays for their own
meal.

February 14

&
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

SAMs Luncheon will be on February 15 at
the church. The cost is $6. Eric McClusky,
accompanied by Anne Fiedler, from the
University of Evansville Music Department
will provide our entertainment.
Both events take place from 11:30 a.m.1:00 p.m.

Men’s Lenten Breakfast

Men's Retreat

Breakfast will be served at 7:30 a.m. followed
by singing & a message. Contact Randall
Crayner,
812.424.5976,
for
additional
information. See the following dates & locations
for the Men’s Lenten Breakfast. If you are
interested in helping with the breakfast being
held at Methodist Temple, please contact Skip
Borre (812.204.4835 or jonah628@wowway.
com) or sign up at Connection Central Too.

All men are invited to attend our Men’s
Retreat at Temple Hills, February 9 & 10.
We will be studying the topic Discipleship!

2/17 Salem UMC
2/24 Simpson UMC
3/3 Howell UMC
3/10 McCutchanville UMC
3/17 Methodist Temple UMC
3/24 Blue Grass UMC

There will be four sessions taught by
Pastor Andy Payton, Pastor Lewis
Flanigan, & Matt Knonenborg.
We will be leaving the church for Temple
Hills at 5:00 p.m. on Friday and will return
by 3:00 p.m. on Saturday. You only need
to bring toiletries, sheets/ blankets, and a
Bible.
RSVP to the church office or to
Pastor Andy Payton, seniorpastor@
methodisttemple.church.

February 2018
SUN

MON

TUES

WED

THURS

FRI

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise 1

SAT
2

3

8

9

10

9:00 am 15
SAMs Exercise
11:30 pm
SAM’s Luncheon
9:30 am
Ladies Bible
Study

16

17

9:30 am
Ladies Bible
Study
11:30 am

Out to Lunch Bunch

6:00 pm

6:00 pm

Choir Practice

Communion
Sunday

4
6:00 pm
Children’s
Council

5:00 pm
Bible In a
Year Class
5:30 pm
Middle School
7:00 pm
High School

Blood Pressure
Sunday

5

6:00 pm
Missions
7:00 pm
Church Council

11

12

9:00 am 6
SAMs Exercise

7

6:00 pm
Community
Transformation

9:30 am
Ladies Bible
Study

6:00 pm
Praise Team
6:30 pm
Guys Night

6:00 pm

Choir Practice

13

14

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

5:00 pm
Bible In a
Year Class
5:30 pm
Middle School
7:00 pm
High School

18
9:30 am -12:30 pm
Taters ‘n’
Toppings
5:00 pm
Bible In a
Year Class
5:30 pm
Middle School
7:00 pm
High School

25
3:00 pm
Visoning Team
5:00 pm
Bible In a
Year Class
5:30 pm
Middle School
7:00 pm
High School

5:30 pm
Trustees

6:00 pm
Praise Team

7:00 pm
Church Council

6:30 pm
Guys Night

19

Services at
noon and 7pm

9:00 am 20
SAMs Exercise

21

26

6:00 pm
Praise Team
6:30 pm
Guys Night

5:00 pm
Hospitality Team
6:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal

22

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

5:30 pm
6:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal

27

28

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise
6:00 pm
Praise Team
6:30 pm
Guys Night

@ Pangea
6:00 pm

6:00 am

6:00 pm

23

24

9:30 am
Ladies Bible
Study

Ofﬁce/Closed
6:00 pm
Finance Meeting
7:00 pm
SPRC Meeting

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

5:30 pm

11:30 am
New Hope Meal
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