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Meet Our Team
Our mission is to put our faith into action in order to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. Our goal is to bring you closer to God, help you grow in your faith, and
support you today, tomorrow, and always.

Pastors:

Program Staff:

Andy Payton - Senior Pastor
• seniorpastor@methodisttemple.church
JillAnn Knonenborg - Associate Pastor
• associatepastor@methodisttemple.church
Office Staff:
Alex Amick - Director of Communications
• communications@methodisttemple.church
Jenny Farthing - Receptionist
• info@methodisttemple.church
Jane Hetherington - Finance Manager
• finance@methodisttemple.church
Wendy Moore - Director of Operations
• operations@methodisttemple.church

Becky Sparrenberger - Day Camp Director
• daycamp@methodisttemple.church
Maggie Harding- Director of Children’s Ministries
• kidz@methodisttemple.church
Sean Welcher - Director of Youth Ministries
• youth@methodisttemple.church

Music Staff:
Joan Nevill - Director of Music
• music@methodisttemple.church
Don Travis - Contemporary Coordinator
• dtravis@methodisttemple.church
Barbara Waite - Organist
• bwaite@methodisttemple.church

Custodial Staff:
Dan Alldredge - Custodian
Bob Attebery - Custodian
Evelyn Fields - Custodian
Carlus Grant - Custodian
Al Nation- Maintenance

Ta b l e o f C o n t e n t s
90+
Nancy Mitchell

April 4• 90 years old
525 Bentee Wes. Ct. Room 36
Evansville, IN 47715

John Woods

April 6• 95 years old
5311 Rosebud Lane, Apt. 111
Newburgh, IN 47630

Lowell Weller

April 17• 95 years old
1617 Bayard Park Dr.
Evansville, IN 47714

Lupheba Newman
April 25• 90 years old
717 S. Boeke Rd.
Evansville, IN 47714

We want to thank the many
and various members of MT,
pastors, and groups that
have been involved in Glenn’s
journey and battle with cancer
and other various diseases
over the last four year plus.
We thank you for your prayers,
personal visits, cards, flowers,
food, phone calls and your
caring and support during
this journey. We are still
on this journey and need
your continued prayers and
support. Again, thank You and
may God bless you and yours.
Glenn & Mary Kay Wood
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Check out what is going on this month at Methodist
Temple!

MT BY THE NUMBERS
MT by the numbers is a regular section of our newsletter
where you can find information about our attendance and
offering numbers. If you have comments about these
numbers or simply want more detailed information, as always,
you can stop by the church office.
Date
February 25

Offering

Offering

Missions

Total

$7,956

$6,796

$14,752

March 4

$12,727

$507

$13,234

March 11

$8,713

$1,300

$10,013

March 18

$10.686

$350

$11,036

Date

Attendance
8:30

11:00

Total

February 25

124

105

229

March 4

133

154

287

March 11

138

121

259

March 18

126

119

245

The Strength of Scripture
Since January, each Sunday night, I’ve been facilitating a
group that has committed to read the entire Bible in one year.
This April, we’ll continue by working our way through Joshua,
Judges, and the Gospel according to Luke. (You’re welcome to
jump in and join us, by the way.) It has been a real highlight of
my week to explore the Scriptures at Bible-in-a-Year together,
and “exploring” is just the word. Sometimes it feels like we’re
trekking through an impenetrable jungle.
The Bible is full of wisdom, beauty, and hope. It’s also full
of weird. For example, in 2 Kings, the prophet Elisha is on
the road between two cities when some teenage boys start
making fun of him because he’s bald. So Elisha has God send
two bears to eat them all. Then Elisha just keeps walking to
the next city. And that’s the end of the story! The Book of
Exodus, meanwhile, devotes five chapters to describing what
the sanctuary should look like, right down to how much the
lampstands should weigh.
How do we make sense of the Bible when the Bible doesn’t
make any sense? How can we uphold that these bizarre
passages are sacred gifts from God?
I think the first step is to accept that God doesn’t fit in our
boxes. Evelyn Underhill, a Christian mystic, once wrote that, “If
God were small enough to be understood, He wouldn’t be big
enough to be worshipped.” If the Bible was crystal clear all the
time – if it never challenged us – it would just be another book.
Maybe the Bible’s weirdness, alongside its profoundness, is
evidence that it isn’t a purely human creation.
Second, rather than pretend that the bizarre stuff doesn’t exist,
we should face it head-on. We should pray to have our hearts
and minds opened, and then we can start to ask some good,
interpretive questions. “Why is it that this passage makes me
uncomfortable?” “What would the people who first read this
story thousands of years ago have thought about it?” “What
is the good news in this passage?” Our answers might not be
too clear either, but the questions give space for God to do
His thing.
I pray that this month and always, you would be stretched by
Scripture; that you would be surprised by where and how God
works. We don’t need to be afraid of the Bible if we trust that
the Spirit will lead our way.

Top Story
Upcoming Water Outage
As you may be aware, the City of Evansville is working to replace aging water
mains throughout the city. One of the projects they are currently working on is
the water main in the Weinbach Avenue area. Once this project reaches Lincoln
Avenue, Methodist Temple (and the surrounding neighborhood to Kelsey Avenue)
will be affected by an outage and subsequent boil advisory.
We will receive a one-week preliminary notification when the outage will occur.
This will be followed-up with a confirmation 48 hours prior to disrupting our
service. At this time, we do not know exactly when this outage will occur - we
were told "sometime between mid-spring to early summer." Please note that
on the day the water outage will occur, the building will be closed (including the
Children's Center). After the outage, our building will be on a 48-hour boil advisory.
During the boil advisory, the building will be open, but the drinking fountains and
kitchen will not be operational (the Children's Center will be closed during the boil
advisory, as well).
We are working closely with the Project Representative and have been in contact
with him weekly regarding the anticipated outage. As soon as we are aware of
the date of the outage / closure, we will communicate that information to the
congregation. Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation as
we navigate through this project.

IMPORTANT!

Ministry Spotlight

Shoebox

Ministry

The Shoebox Committee will be meeting on April 10 at 10:00 a.m. to put together
shoeboxes. Following our stuffing, we will deliver these boxes to the community. We are
asking that everyone open up their hearts and donate any of the following items to this
ministry. Several church members have asked me to explain the purpose of the Shoebox
Ministry. Let me use one of our community resources that receive boxes from our ministry
to explain why and what we do.
The Methodist Temple Youth Home, a short-term housing facility, is composed of young
men and women who have been displaced from their homes. Most of these youth have
been or are currently experiencing homelessness, and, as they can only stay a short
time at MTYH, they are trying to find jobs in the community. They do not have basic care
items such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, etc., and so it is hard to imagine
them going to a job interview dirty and unshaven. Our Shoebox Ministry helps to provide
important hygiene items for these youth so that they have a better chance of being hired.
While our Shoebox Ministry is small, we offer a huge impact for community missions who
ask for donations that affect day- to- day basic hygiene routines.
Please continue to support this ministry as our community missions depend on our
generosity. Here are a few items needed for our shoeboxes in April: Toothpaste,
toothbrush, deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream & razors, infant diapers,
clothes, bottles, onsies, and soap, washcloths, combs, brushes, and socks for men,
women, and children. Two of our missions have asked for coloring books, crayons, &
puzzles to keep their children active while during their stays at the mission.
If you cannot shop for any of these items, yet you wish to make a donation, please drop
off any monetary donations to the church office with Shoebox Ministry written in the
memo line.
Thank you,
Evelyn Fields, Shoebox Coordinator

Healing Worship Service
Our city, our country, and our world are plagued by violence. Behind
closed curtains and out in our schoolyards, many of us carry the scars.
Yet as people of faith, we know that God suffers with us. God longs for
us to be whole. Whether you yourself are a survivor of physical, sexual,
or emotional violence, or if you just want change, you are invited to
participate in our Service of Healing on Wednesday, April 25 at 6:00 p.m.
Childcare will be provided. You are also welcome to join several church
members the following night as the Albion Center hosts Take Back the
Night at Tropicana Evansville to speak out against sexual violence. Contact
Associate Pastor JillAnn Knonenborg at 812.476.1306 or at associatepastor
@methodisttemple.church for more information.

All across North America, there's something
buzzing in Christian churches; a movement
for church to happen out where the people
are. It's called Fresh Expressions, and one
of its most popular incarnations is pub
theology. Here at Methodist Temple, we call
it Tap House Theology, a monthly gathering
at a local restaurant or bar, where folks from
churches all over Evansville can get a good
drink and share deep conversation about
tough faith questions.
In the past few months, we've had five
denominations represented (United
Methodist, Eastern Orthodox, Episcopal,
United Church of Christ, and Anabaptist) at
the table. We've talked about evil and why
God allows it to exist; we've talked about
the meaning of "getting saved;" and in April,
we're breaking all the rules to have a real
dialogue about the relationship between
Christian belief and sex. We hope that
whether you prefer beer or soda, you'll join
us as we search for deep, authentic faith.
RSVP by texting the number above or on
our monthly Facebook Event posts.
.
Join us Thursday, April 19 at
Maiden’s Brew Pub as we discuss
“What Happens at the End of the World”

SAMS

Wants You
Remember the old Army posters, “Uncle Sam wants
you”? Well, the Methodist Temple Senior Adult Ministry
wants you… to join us for a good time! All are welcome.
Join us on April 5th for our Out-To-Lunch-Bunch
at Los Bravos, 6226 Waterford Blvd, beginning at
11:30 a.m. Each buys their own lunch.
Join us on April 19th for our SAMs Luncheon at the
church. Scott Donnor & Rhonda Haley, “ROSCO”, will
provide the entertainment on dulcimers. The event
takes place from 11:30 a.m.- 1:00 p.m. Please note
the cost has been raised to $7 per person to cover the
increased price of our catered meal.

Save Your Plastic Lids!
Methodist Temple's Girl Scout Troop 32 is
collecting clean plastic lids for a Green Tree
Plastics bench, which will be donated to the
Deaconess Children's Enrichment Center. The
bench will be placed in the playground, which
is also open to the families of the Jacobsville
neighborhood.
We need 200 pounds of lids! Please leave any
lids in the collection box at the end of the table
for signing cards, in Fellowship Hall near the
Kelsey door.

Our Kidz musical "Unselfie" will be
presented by our exciting young
musicians Sunday, April 22, at 9:45
a.m. in the Sanctuary. This 30 minute
performance will have lively music and an
important message from our actors and
actresses.
The message is about being "Selfless" in
a Selfie World. It is easy to get caught
up in today's self-absorbed culture with
its barrage of selfies, tweets, and snaps.
This mentality changes for a group of
kids when they learn of a brand new app
called "Unselfie".The app lets the children
take photos of themselves, but only
allows them to post if the motive behind
the photos is unselfish.
Join the kids on an adventure where they learn the importance of being unselfish in today's
selfie world by sharing the transforming love of Christ.

Join the Ladies’ Bible Study for the
Gospel of Mark!
On April 12 we'll begin a study of the Gospel of MARK. We'll
be using the John MacArthur study guide and the books
will be available at our April 5 class, or may be picked up at
the church office. The cost of the study guide will be $4.00.
Mark is a fast paced study, focused more on what Jesus
does than what he says. The theme of Mark's Gospel is
that Jesus' service and sacrifice provide the pattern of
living for his followers.
All ladies are invited to study with us - no experience with
Bible study is needed! We meet in room 204 from 9:30
- 11:00 a.m. on Thursdays. We especially welcome new
friends to join us for good fellowship and lively study and
discussion. Bring a friend and a Bible (any translation) and
come explore the Gospel of Mark with us!

Easter Music
A great tradition of our church includes the performance of the Hallelujah Chorus taken
from George F. Handel's "Messiah". It has been performed at Methodist Temple,
sometimes at Christmas and sometimes at Easter. It has been performed here most
recently at Easter time when it is the most appropriate time for the musical work.
Handel wrote "Messiah" in 1741, when the duke of Devonshire, lord lieutenant of Ireland,
invited him to give concerts for the benefit of local hospitals and charities in Dublin. The
work was said to be a success from the rehearsals, according to the Dublin Journal
of April 10, 1742, in anticipation of the first performance scheduled for April 13. It
said, "the ladies would be pleased to come without hoops, making room for more
company". The "Messiah" was originally performed in a theatre, and it was only
with benefit performances in the chapel of the Founding Hospital in London that
it came to be accepted as appropriate for use in church.

FAITHFUL MUSICIANS
We are so fortunate to have faithful musicians who generously give their
time and talent here at Methodist Temple. Can you imagine that one of
our Temple Choir members has given 72 years of service? Yes! One
of our members has achieved that unbelievable status! Most of you
have probably guessed who the musician is--Ken Horn! Ken has
also given service to our dance band, the Temple-Airs. I have
been told that many members of our choir have been out late
playing for dances, etc., yet they would still be present to sing
in the choir the next morning. That is dedication! Express
your appreciation to Ken Horn when you have a chance!

Come out and support our
Methodist Temple Youth Group
as well as the Newburgh
UMC Youth Group as they
fundraise for their upcoming
trip to Mission Guatemala. The
rummage sale will be inside
Newburgh UMC at 4178
State Route 261, Newburgh,
IN 47630. Please drop of
your donations to Newburgh
UMC starting on April 2 through through April 12. All
items are priced to sell - books, clothes, toys, household
items, furniture etc…They accept cash or credit/debit
cards. All sales are final. Contact Sean Welcher, youth@
methodisttemple.church, for more information.

Endowment
Committee

Have you ever heard the term Endowment? Did you
know that Methodist Temple has an Endowment? This
resource is an established set of investments given to
Methodist Temple through gifts from members, past
and current. It is used for specific purposes that have
been established by those who contribute. The fund
is administered by the Endowment Committee. A few
activities the Endowment currently supports include:
Cultural Events, Children’s Ministry, Missions, Trustee
Special Fund, Special Music, and New Programming/
Ministries.
For 2018 the Endowment Committee will be evaluating
the current standing of the Endowment, and will be
working closely with the Visioning Committee in an
effort to determine how the Endowment can assist in
furthering the mission and vision of Methodist Temple.
The committee will also be organizing educational
sessions for the congregation in 2018. These sessions
will be used to educate the congregation about how
the gifts of the Endowment can be used to continue
the mission and vision of Methodist Temple.
If you would like to learn more about the Endowment
or are interested in how your gifts may contribute to
the continuing of Methodist Temple’s mission please
contact the church office for more information.

This Affects You!
Implementation of Safety/ Security System

Methodist Temple desires to be a safe space for people to gather
for worship, fellowship and community-building. To that end, at
January’s meeting, the Trustees approved an upgrade plan to
our security/alarm system. This upgrade includes cameras
at strategic places throughout the building; panic buttons
at major entrances; an intercom system at the Church
Office entrance; and changed locks around the exterior
of the building. These upgrades will require a bit of
adjustment on our part (staff and congregation,
alike), as it will change the ways we gain access
to the building. As we move towards making
our building a safe place for members,
visitors, staff and community,
everyone’s patience and
cooperation is both
welcomed and
appreciated!
Here are details regarding the changes: (see map for identification of exterior doors)
•In a few weeks, entrances B, C, D, F, H, J – R and T – X will be re-keyed. If you currently have a key
that unlocks any of these entrances, it will no longer work. Should you need access to any of these
points on a regular basis, please see the Church Office.
•Beginning Monday (March 26), entrances A, E, G, I & S will work with a key fob. If you currently
have a key that unlocks any of these entrances, it will no longer work. Should you need access to
any of these points on a regular basis (and you have not been given a fob), please see the Church
Office.
Gaining access to the building:
•Sunday mornings: entrances A, B, D, E & G will be open at 7:30 AM. At 8:45, during the service,
only the doors to the airlock (entrance A) and Narthex (B & D) will be open.
•At 9:30, entrances A, B, D, E & G will again be open until 11:15. At that time, again, only the doors
to the airlock & Narthex will be open.
•Monday through Friday during Church Office hours: only one door will be open / accessible – the
exterior door to the airlock by the Office (A). Once you enter the airlock, you will use the audio/video
intercom (monitored by our Office staff) to identify yourself and the staff will buzz you in.
•Special events during the day throughout the week (Ladies Bible Study, SAMs Exercise, SAMs
Lunch, UMW events, special daytime services): We will work with your groups to determine which
entrance is most feasible to have unlocked.
•Special events on Saturday & Sundays: We will work with your group to determine which entrance
is most feasible to have unlocked.
Churches and places of worship should be a safe, secure place for people to gather – to worship,
learn, play and bond as a community. We pray that Methodist Temple is that sort of space!

District Spring Meeting At Methodist Temple
Methodist Temple's UMW will host the District Spring Gathering on Saturday, April 21. A
light breakfast will be served at 8:30 a.m.; the program will begin at 9:00 a.m. Rev. Mitch
Gieselman, the Southwest District Superintendent, will be our guest speaker. Lunch will
be served after the program. (We need volunteers to help!) Reservations are appreciated!
Please contact Vivian Taylor at 812.477.6777 or vtaylor435@sbcglobal.net.
*Childcare will be provided if requests are received by April 14.
Make sure to save your clear, amber prescription bottles (remove your labels!) and bring them
to the District Gathering. Those who are unable to attend can give their bottles to any UMW
member.
				

Fellowship Meetings

Sarah Fellowship will meet on Tuesday, April 10, at 6:00 p.m. in Room 202.
Miriam Fellowship will meet on Wednesday, April 18, at 9:30 a.m. in Room 204.

Apply For Our Scholarship Today!
Applications for UMW scholarships are available in on our MT website, www.methodisttemple.
church under Resources, File Cabinet.
This scholarship is appropriate for tuition and fees only. It is open to full-time college students,
including Freshman. Applicants must be a member of Methodist Temple. You can find more
information and guidelines for our scholarship on our website.
You must submit your application to the Church Office by May 6 to be considered for this
year.

Save the Date

Join us Saturday, May 5 at 11:00 a.m. for “Who We Are”. There will be food, fun, & facts!

St. Vincent’s Hospital Policy Changes
The Methodist Temple office has been made aware by St. Vincent’s Hospital that we can
no longer call and request information about Methodist Temple congregants that are in the
hospital except specifically by name.
If you are admitted to St. Vincent’s and would like pastoral care, it is important to
let the Methodist Temple staff know by calling 812-476-1306 or by emailing us at
info@methodisttemple.com.
Please note that we are still able to receive hospital information about congregants from
Deaconess Midtown, Gateway and Women’s Hospitals.

April Checklist
1. B
 eginning Easter Sunday (April 1, 2018), we will no longer staff the church office
on Sunday mornings with a Sunday Secretary. This decision was reached after
researching other church policies in our area, as well as from a desire to allow our
volunteers the opportunity to attend Sunday School classes or worship without
missing any Sundays.
2. W
 e have copies of the new 2018 Church Directory available at Connection Central.
We would like to ask, initially, that each family take only one directory. Thanks so
much for your cooperation! Please let us know if changes need to be made in contact
information for future printings.
3. T
 he United Methodist Youth Home has invited Methodist Temple to attend their
opening of the Holder Home for Boys on April 15 at 2:00 p.m. This project has been
a long time coming and it wouldn’t have been possible without your help! The Holder
Home for Boys is located at 2521 N. Burkhardt Rd. Evansville, IN 47712. Contact
Travis Johnson at 812-479-7535 or tjohnson@umyh.com if you are interesting in
learning more about the UMYH.
4. T
 his spring, consider GIVING ONLINE! It’s quick; it’s easy. You can even schedule
auto-reoccuring donations. In the midst of your daily hustle and bustle, remember
that you can make a difference with your monetary gifts. Make your donations on our
website www.methodisttemple.church. Click on the drop down bar for the menu and
select Give. You can also donate on the Methodist Temple app. Download our app at
the iTunes store or on Google Play.

APRIL 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Communion
Sunday

5:30 pm
Middle School
6:45 pm
High School

6:15 pm
Cub Scouts

6:30 pm
Guys Night

5:30 pm
Trustees
6:00 pm
Children’s
Council
6:15 pm
Cub Scouts

15

5:00 pm
Bible In a Year

5:30 pm
Middle School
6:45 pm
High School

16

Noisy Offering

5:30 pm
Middle School
6:45 pm
High School

6:00 pm
Sarah Fellowship
6:30 pm
Guys Night

17

6:00 pm
Finance Meeting
6:15 pm
Cub Scouts

7:00 pm
SPRC Meeting

23

30

4:00 pm
Endowment
Meeting
6:15 pm
Cub Scouts

6:30 pm
Guys Night

24

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

6:30 pm
Guys Night

6:15 pm
Cub Scouts

29

5:00 pm
Bible In a Year

10

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise
10:00 am
Shoebox

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

9:45 am 22
Kidz Unselfie
Musical
3:00 pm
Visitation Team
5:00 pm
Bible In a Year
5:30 pm
Middle School
6:45 pm
High School

3

6:00 pm
Community
Transformation

9

Thu
4

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

6:00 pm
Missions

8

5:00 pm
Bible In a Year

Blood Pressure
Sunday

2

Wed

Fri
5

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise
11:30 am
SAM’s

Sat
6

7

13

14

9:30 am
Temple Kidz
Playgroup

Out to Lunch Bunch

6:15 pm
Boy Scouts

11

6:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal

12

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

6:00 pm

9:30 am
Temple Kidz
Playgroup

9:30 am

Ladies’ Bible Study

6:15 pm
Boy Scouts

18
9:30 am
Miriam
Fellowship

6:15 pm
Boy Scouts

25

6:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal

9:00 am
19
SAMs Exercise
9:30 am
Ladies’ Bible Study

11:30 pm
SAM’s Luncheon
5:00 pm
Hospitality Team
6:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal
6:00 pm
Theology on Tap

26
9:00 am
SAMs Exercise
9:30 am

6:00 pm
Healing Service

Ladies’ Bible Study

6:15 pm
Boy Scouts

6:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal

20

9:30 am
Temple Kidz
Playgroup

8:00 am 2:00 pm
Mission
Guatemala Youth
Rummage Sale @
Newburgh UMC

21
8:30 am
UMW District
Spring Gathering

Kidz Night
6:00 pm

27

9:30 am
Temple Kidz
Playgroup

28

New Hope Meal
11:30 am
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