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CONNECT with one another
SHARE your gifts through service
EXPLORE your faith

Invite Your Friends

Follow us
Facebook: www.facebook.com/methodisttemple
Twitter: @MethodistTemple • Instagram: Methodist_
Temple • Download our app on Google Play & iTunes

Contact Us

Candlelight

Worship

2109 Lincoln Ave. Evansville, IN 47714
812.476.1306
www.methodisttemple.church

Join Us
Traditional Worship 8:30 a.m.
Contemporary Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Hour 9:45-10:45 a.m.

Current Sermon Series:

Christmas Eve
7:00 & 11:00 p.m.

Turning

90+
Jean Lutterman

December 1, 1921 • 97 years old
5311 Rosebud Lane, Suite 221
Newburgh, IN 47630

MT BY THE NUMBERS
Contributions to missions are reported from the
15th of the month to the 15th of the next month.
Please contact Mechelle Cato at the church
office if you have any questions.

Total Missions for December: $11,010.
Total Budget for December: $53,530.99.

Jim Atkinson

December 12, 1925 • 93 years old
6010 Paradise Point
Evansville, IN 47715

Bob Bogan

December 20, 1923 • 95 years old
1500 Greenfield Road
Evansville, IN 47715

Get Ready for the

Fabulous
Five
Join us December 20
at 11:30 a.m. for the
next SAM’s luncheon.

This month, the Fabulous Five (5 ladies
playing the piano) will be our entertainment.
You won’t want to miss this group! Please
sign up on the bulletin board by the
fellowship hall so we know how to plan.

Date

Attendance
8:30

11:00

Total

October 21

123

114

237

October 28

151

135

286

November 4

146

134

280

November 11

113

126

239

Save the Date
Join Pastor Andy & Pastor
JillAnn on Wednesday, January
16 as they lead a churchwide conversation on Living
Faithfully: the Church & Human
Sexuality.

Food for Thought
Christmas will always
be as long as we stand
heart to heart and hand in
hand. Dr. Seuss

Turning
It’s hard to believe another year
has almost passed. In just a few
short weeks, we will be celebrating
Christmas & New Years, and
ultimately closing one chapter while
beginning a new one. As people of
faith, our invitation is to embrace the
many transformations and changes
we experience with a hopeful expectation that will always bring about new life. Scripture
and Christian tradition are both rich with metaphors that make this point. The Gospel of
John reminds us that the light of God’s presence shines into darkness - the season of
Advent always gives way to Christmas, and Lent turns into Easter.
At Methodist Temple, we have experienced the pattern of God’s transformation and new
life repeatedly. Over the years, we have undergone many changes which gave expression
to God’s faithful love. One upcoming change has to do with our youth ministry. Over the
past five and a half years, Sean Welcher has served our middle and high school children.
After much prayer and discernment, he has decided to step away from this ministry at
Methodist Temple. While we grieve his decision, we look forward, knowing God is always
with, for, and ahead of each us. We believe new doors will open both for Sean and our
youth ministry. Starting in January, Pastor JillAnn will be heading the youth ministry while
we search for a new director.
I invite you to be in prayer
for both Sean and JillAnn
as they seek to say “yes”
to God’s calling. I also
challenge you to seek to
be open to the many signs
of new life God is bringing
about both in your life and
the life of Methodist Temple.
Blessings,
Pastor Andy

From the Finance Office
Quarterly Contribution Statements

I would like to thank the congregation for being so gracious as I have learned about the
Finance Office and all its functions here at Methodist Temple. It’s certainly been a learning
curve and I’ve learned a lot since I’ve been here. I have initiated some changes in policy and
procedures that will make the office more efficient and more accountable. A change that
directly affects you is the emailing of quarterly contribution statements beginning in 2019.
Here’s what the change will look like:
•If you prefer to receive your statements by mail for all 4 mailings, you have that option.
•1st, 2nd, and 3rd quarter statements can be emailed to the email address we have on file.
(more to follow on how to verify or change your email address on file)
•4th quarter/Year End statements will be mailed to your mailing address on file.
Emailing statements will save the church on time, postage, and supplies. It will also allow
you to respond immediately by email if there is an error or concern on your statement.
As always, my door is always open if you have questions or concerns about your account.
I hope you have a blessed Christmas season and am looking forward to 2019 here at
Methodist Temple.
Mechelle Cato
The Church Office will begin printing new directories starting in 2019. Please update your
contact information by February 1. You can update your information through the following:
•On December 2, please complete the Contact Information Update form that can be found
in your bulletin and at Connection Central. We will keep the forms at Connection Central
and in the church office throughout December & January.
•Return the Contact form in the offering plate, in the basket at Connection Central, or in the
file holder outside the Church Office.
•You can also fill out the online information form found at www.methodisttemple.church.
•Feel free to contact the Church Office if you need additional information or assistance.

Hanging of the Greens
Hanging of the Greens will be Saturday
December 1 from 1:00-3:00 p.m. We
will be making Gingerbread houses and
Gingerbread ornaments to decorate the
kids’ tree in Fellowship Hall.
Please join us for fun
and fellowship as we
prepare for advent.
We will have snacks
for everyone who
participates!

Jingle Bell Bakery
The United Methodist Women’s new “Jingle Bell
Bakery” will be held on Saturday,
December 8, from 9:00 A.M. to
12:00 Noon, in the Fellowship
Hall. In addition to cookies, there
will be pies, cakes, breads, baking
mixes, and soup mixes! Come
and stock up for the holidays, and
help the UMW earn money for missions!
We need volunteers! You can bake and donate
pies, cakes, breads, and cookies. You can
donate ingredients for the mixes, and you can
help assemble the mixes in quart jars and
decorate the jars. Contact Jean Freeze (812490-2491), Stephanie Forney (812-459-4923),
or Vivian Taylor (477-6777) to find out what is still
needed.
Spread the word & invite your friends!

Poinsettia Plants
The deadline for order forms to be
submitted is Sunday, December 9 at
6:00 p.m. The plants will be delivered on
December 14 for display in the sanctuary
on December 16 & 23. You may take your
plant with you or choose to donate it to
home bound members after Christmas Eve
service. The plants cost $10 each, payable
to Methodist
Temple. Thank you
for your support!
Please contact
Helen Fisher,
812.568.3042 for
more information.

Temple Airs

Christmas Dance
Join us on December
8 at 7:00 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall for
our annual Temple
Airs Christmas
Dance. Admission is
free, but donations
are appreciated for
the Temple Airs.
Light snacks will be
provided.

St. Vincent de Paul’s Tons of Toys
St. Vincent de Paul is starting an awesome new
program this year. They're going to host a Christmas
store where everything is donated, so each gift only
costs $0.25. This way, parents still enjoy the dignity of
buying gifts for their kids, but can afford it. While donations
are appreciated, they really need manpower.
Please consider volunteering either:
Friday, December 14 (off-loading and organizing toys at the Catholic
Center on Kentucky Ave) from 9:00 a.m. until it’s over
Monday, December 17- Thursday, December 20 (selling at the store) from
9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. in shifts.

Fa La La!

Get into the Christmas spirit and join us for one of our most beloved traditions, Christmas
Caroling! We will have three groups this year followed by a return to the Fellowship Hall for
cookies and cocoa provided by Hospitality.
1) Willow Park: 5:30 p.m. meet there! This is a great option for people who want to stay
put in one spot and sing carols to a group of residents.
2)Protestant Home: 5:30 p.m. meet there!
This is a great option for people who want
to travel room-to-room to carol, but avoid
the cold.
3) House-to-house group: 5:30 p.m. meet
in the Fellowship Hall! We will caravan a
group to the homes of friends of MT.

T’was the Week Before

Christmas

Do you want to celebrate Christmas Eve with
your church family, but you have to travel or
work that particular night? You're definitely not
alone. But don't let your busy schedule stop
you from welcoming the Christ Child into the
world. This year, you can enjoy a traditional
Christmas Eve service - just a week early!
T'was the Week Before Christmas will begin at
6:00 p.m. on Monday, December 17. It will be
exactly the same as our services on December
24, with two exceptions: one, the sermon will
be shortened so our young kids can participate
in the whole service; and two, there might just
be a special holiday visitor. Childcare will be
available for infants-three year olds. Following
this fun service, St. Nick will greet families in the
Parlor. The United Methodist Women will also
be hosting cookies & cocoa for everyone.

Did someone say Grinch?
Kidz Christmas Pageant
Join us for “How the Grinch Found Jesus”
on Sunday, December 2 at 6:00 p.m. in the
Sanctuary. There will be a reception to follow in
Fellowship Hall.

Family Movie Outing
Everyone is invited to join us for our Family
Movie Outing to see The Grinch. We will be
meeting at the Showplace East Theatre on
Saturday, December 8. The doors open at 9:30
a.m. and the movie will begin at 10:00 a.m.
Pajamas Welcome!

Shoebox Ministry
The Shoebox Committee will be meeting on Tuesday, December 11. to put together shoeboxes.
Following our stuffing, we will deliver these boxes to the community. We are asking that everyone
open up their hearts and donate any of the following items to this ministry. Several church
members have asked me to explain the purpose of the Shoebox Ministry. Let me use one of
our community resources that receive boxes from our ministry to explain why and what we do.
The Methodist Temple Youth Home, a short-term housing facility, is composed of young men and
women who have been displaced from their homes. Most of these youth have been or are currently
experiencing homelessness, and, as they can only stay a short time at MTYH, they are trying to
find jobs in the community. They do not have basic care items such as toothbrushes, toothpaste,
deodorant, etc., and so it is hard to imagine them

United Methodist Youth Home

Donations Needed

As the weather begins to change, so do
our in-kind needs. We are currently in
desperate need of PJ's and house shoes
for both our males and females. We usually
ask for adult sizes XS to XXL! If you have
any questions, please let us know! Feel
free to reach out to our Development
Assistant, Tia O'Neil at devasst@umyh.
com or by phone at 812-479-7535.

Our Shoebox Ministry helps to provide important
hygiene items for these youth so that they have a
better chance of being hired. While our Shoebox
Ministry is small, we offer a huge impact for
community missions who ask for donations that
affect day- to- day basic hygiene routines.
Please continue to support this ministry as our
community missions depend on our generosity.
Here are a few items needed for our shoeboxes
in April: Toothpaste, toothbrush, deodorant,
shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream & razors,
infant diapers, clothes, bottles, onsies, and soap,
washcloths, combs, brushes, coloring books,
crayons, & puzzles. As the winter months have
arrived, we also need warm gloves and socks for
men, women, & children.
If you cannot shop for any of these items, yet
you wish to make a donation, please drop off
any monetary donations to the church office with
Shoebox Ministry written in the memo line.
Thank you, Evelyn Fields, Shoebox Coordinator

The
Longest
Night
Do you know about the Hearing Loop
in the Sanctuary?
In 2014, funded by a generous donation
from the Marguerite Heldt estate / family, we
installed a “Hearing Loop” in the Sanctuary.
Hearing Loop Systems are a subtle, yet highly
effective way of broadcasting information to
those with hearing challenges.
The system involves a small, concealed
wire around the room (in our case, the wire
was installed under the pink stripes in the
Sanctuary carpet). Once the system is in
place, the audio source sends sound signals
through an amplifier and onto the personal
receiver (the hearing aid). This provides an
even level of sound that is intelligible across
the entire seating area, as long as you are
sitting within the loop, and received by any
T-Coil equipped hearing aid. (The balcony
is not included in the loop.)
Most hearing aids and cochlear implants
now come with T-Coils. Visit your hearing aid
representative and ask them to check your
T-Coil; they can program and/or activate the
T-Coil in your hearing aid. Please contact
the office if you have more questions.

There are times in our lives when
Christmas just doesn't feel cheery. If
you're struggling this holiday season
with loss, grief, or loneliness, we hope
that you'll join us for a reflective, quiet
worship service on Monday, December
10 at 7:00 p.m., in the Chapel. This
season may be hard, but you don't have
to go through it alone. The Christmas
promise of light and love is for you, too.
Free childcare will be provided.

Thank You!
Thank you to all UMC members for the
Birthday Card and all the cards you have
sent. So thoughtful of you. Vivian Williams

December 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

Please note that
the Ofﬁce will be
closed the week
between
Christmas and
New Years.

2

Communion
Sunday

3

4

1:00 pm
Hanging of
the Greens

5

6

7

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise
9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

6 pm Kidz
Pageant

6:00 pm
Praise Team

5:30 pm
Middle School
7:00 pm
High School

Blood Pressure
Sunday

6:15 pm
Cub Scouts

9

5:00 pm
Bible in a Year
5:30 pm
Middle School
7:00 pm
High School

10
6:00 pm
Missions
Meeting
6:15 pm
Cub Scouts

7:00 pm
Longest Night
Service/Chapel

16
5:30 pm
Family Caroling
2:00 pm
Bible in a Year
5:30 pm
Middle School
7:00 pm
High School

23

17

6:30 pm
Guys Night

6:30 pm
Guys Night

6:15 pm
Cub Scouts

6:00 pm
Praise Team

Worship

6:15 pm
Boy Scouts

6:00 pm
Choir Practice

12

6:15 pm
Boy Scouts

18

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

24

9:30 am
Ladies’ Bible
Study

11:30 am

11

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise
10:00 am
Shoebox Ministry
6:00 pm
Praise Team
6:00 pm
UMW Board
Meeting

6:00 pm
T’was the Week
Before
Christmas
Worship Service
& Cookies with
Santa

Candlelight

SAM’s Christmas
Out to Lunch Bunch
@ The Kennel Club

25

19

11:30 am
Miriam
Fellowship Tea
6:15 pm
Boy Scouts
Ofﬁce Closed

26

5:00 pm
Bible in a Year

Ofﬁce and
Building Closed

6:00 pm

7:00 pm
Temple Airs Dance

9:00 am
13
SAMs Exercise
9:30 am
Ladies’ Bible
Study
Ofﬁce Closed
11:30am-1:00pm
for Staff Lunch
6:00 pm
Girl Scouts
6:00 pm
Choir Practice

14

9:00 am
20
SAMs Exercise
9:30 am
Ladies’ Bible
Study
11:30 am
SAMs Luncheon
5:00 pm
Hospitality Team
6:00 pm
Choir Practice
6:00 pm
Girl Scouts

21

22

28

29

Ofﬁce Closed

27

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

31

9:00 am-noon
Jingle Bell Bakery
9:30 am
KIDZ Movie @
Showplace East

6:00 pm
Girl Scouts

7:00pm & 11:00pm

30

8

6:00 pm
Girl Scouts

15

11:30 am
New Hope Meal

Ofﬁce Closed
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