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MT BY THE NUMBERS
MT by the numbers is a regular section of our
newsletter where you can find information about
our attendance and offering numbers. If you have
comments about these numbers or simply want
more detailed information, as always, you can
stop by the church office.
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Check out what is going on this month at Methodist
Temple!

Date

Offering

Offering

Missions

Total

November 26

$36,984

$395

$37,379

December 3

$10,482

$1,323

$11,805

December 10

$12,625

$707

$13,332

Date

Attendance
8:30

11:00

Total

November 26

134

111

245

December 3

131

165

296

December 10

145

120

265

December 17

171

157

328

Our mission is to put our faith into action in order to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. Our goal is to bring you closer to God, help you grow in your faith, and
support you today, tomorrow, and always.

Pastors:

Program Staff:

Andy Payton - Senior Pastor
• seniorpastor@methodisttemple.church
JillAnn Knonenborg - Associate Pastor
• associatepastor@methodisttemple.church
Office Staff:
Alex Amick - Director of Communications
• communications@methodisttemple.church
Jenny Farthing - Receptionist
• info@methodisttemple.church
Jane Hetherington - Finance Manager
• finance@methodisttemple.church
Wendy Moore - Director of Operations

Becky Sparrenberger - Day Camp Director
• daycamp@methodisttemple.church
Maggie Harding- Director of Children’s Ministries
• kidz@methodisttemple.church
Sean Welcher - Director of Youth Ministries
• youth@methodisttemple.church

Music Staff:
Joan Nevill - Director of Music
• music@methodisttemple.church
Don Travis - Contemporary Coordinator
• dtravis@methodisttemple.church
Barbara Waite - Organist
• bwaite@methodisttemple.church

Custodial Staff:
Dan Alldredge - Custodian
Bob Attebery - Custodian
Evelyn Fields - Custodian
Carlus Grant - Custodian
Al Nation- Maintenance

SAMS NEWS

January 90+ Birthday

Patricia Gwaltney
January 26 • 90 years old
854 S. Weinbach Ave
Evansville, IN 47714

On January 4, join the Out-to-Lunch Bunch,
at 11:30 a.m. at Bandanas, 6636 Logan
Drive, Evansville. Everyone is invited, and
each pays for their own lunch. It is always
a good time to get to know others in the
church. Sign-up on the bulletin board at
Connection Central Too or call the church
office.
On January 18, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00
p.m., come and enjoy lunch at the church
with the Senior Adult Ministry (all adults are
encouraged to come).The cost is $6 per
person. Sign-up on the bulletin board at
Connection Central Too or call the church
office.

Homelessness & Shoebox Update

The Homelessness & Shoebox ministries thank all who
gave gifts & money to help this drive be successful this
December. We had enough to fill boxes for the following
community missions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

House of Bread & Peace- 1 box
Ruth’s House- 1 box
Albion Fellows Bacon Ctr.- 1 large box & toys
Evansville Rescue Mission- 1 large box
United Caring Shelter- 1 large box & 1 large bag
United Methodist Youth Home- 15 boxes
Aurora Inc.- 4 large bags & 2 bags of toilet paper

All the agencies were grateful and hoped we would continue to donate in the future. If you are interested in
helping some of these agencies through your Christmas giving, please consult our upcoming Holiday Giving
Guide.
Yours in Faith,
JillAnn Knonenborg, Associate Pastor
Evelyn Fields, Shoebox Ministry

Vision 2018
In my humble
opinion, one of the
most
challenging
Jesus
stories is the parable of the talents
found in Matthew 25: 14-30. This is the story
of a wealthy master who gives three of his servants a
measure of his wealth. To the first servant, he gives the gift of
five talents; to the second, two talents; and to the third, one talent. In
those days, a talent was an unusually large sum of money- in fact, one talent
was the equivalent of fifteen years’ worth of wages!
The servant who received five talents doubles the talents he was given and the one who received
two talents does the same; but the servant who had received one talent hid his talent, and so, he did
not double his wealth. When they return to the master, the first two servants are well received because they
doubled their talents; however, the one who did nothing was punished by the master.
Within this parable we find a subtle but straightforward way to discover where God is seeking to take us as
a church. Like the story Jesus told, I believe within each congregation there are many talents that we are
called to cultivate, grow, and share. Our problem, as a church, is our tendency to focus more on the talents
we don’t have or used to have rather than celebrating what we have been given.
My goal for our church in 2018 is to create a vision and ministry action plan based on what we have been
given. I’ve compiled a group of fifteen church members to help me with this goal. Rather than meet as a
committee to decide what the church should do, we plan to reach out to our entire church family to hear
what you believe. Throughout the year, we plan to hold many interviews with you, our friends within the
church, to discover what you celebrate most about our congregation. Based on these conversations, we
hope to identify common themes, develop strategies, and prayerfully discern God’s preferred future.
In anticipation of this process, I would like to plant an initial seed through the following questions. Ask
yourself: what do you value most about Methodist Temple? In the last two or three years, when was a time
you were most inspired by our church? What were we doing? Who were we serving? What was happening?
I’m curious to hear your responses and would love to hear your feedback.
Please to feel free to e-mail me at seniorpastor@methodisttemple.church. Also, please be praying for our
team and our church as we seek together to discover where God is taking us.

News about the

Newsletter…
Our monthly newsletter, “MT Magazine,” gets distributed to members and
friends in 3 ways: by USPS mail, by e-mail, and in person at Connection Central.
Our distribution lists for both regular mail and e-mail are woefully out of date!
We would like for you to continue to receive the newsletter if you desire, and we
would like to deliver it to you in a way that best suits your lifestyle. In order to
update our distribution lists, and to ensure that you are receiving the newsletter
correctly, WE NEED YOUR HELP!
You can provide us with your preferences and updated information in one of two
ways:
1. Visit our website at www.methodisttemple.church and look for the button under the Menu List titled
“Newsletter Information.” Complete the form and it will automatically send us your preferences.
2. Visit Connection Central and ask for the “Newsletter Information” form. Complete the form and turn it in at
Connection Central or to the Church Office.
To ensure that our distribution and mailing lists are as accurate as possible, we will be starting brand new lists
effective with the March 2018 newsletter. If we receive no response, we will assume that you no longer wish to
receive the newsletter and will remove you from the distribution and mailing lists. Thanks so much for your help!!
Happy New Year!

*The deadline for getting us your information is February 16, 2018*

New
Transcriptions
Available
Methodist Temple has
purchased new software
that allows us to transcribe
voice to text; therefore,
we will now be posting
a transcribed version of
the sermons each week
starting in the New Year.
You can find & print the
sermons from our website
www.methodisttemple.
church under Messages,
Sermon Series, Notes.

SAMs Lifetime Award
Several years ago, the Senior Adult Ministry recognized the need to pause and honor
those of our seniors who have demonstrated their commitment to Christ and the
Methodist Temple by contributing massive amounts of their time and expertise to this,
their church. It occurred to us that rather than wait and eulogize them at their funeral, we
should recognize them while they are still with us.
We honor them with small personal plaques and names on a display which will be easily
seen. In the past we have honored Herb Weyer, Paul Murphy, & Ted Hitch (although Ted
had passed just prior to the award presentation), and JoAnn McGregor, Leola Ahrens,
and Vivian Taylor.
This year our SAMs honor goes to a man
a women who do most of their work at the
church together.
Between the two of them, they have been
involved with UMW Rummage Sales, UMW
Cookie Baking, the Food Bank, the Annual
Geraniums Sale as part of our community of
churches spring sale, & gathering of recycled
items and the redeeming of them at the recycle
center. For many years, they were also in
charge of the annual Angel Tree ministry. In
their spare time, they both sing in our choir
and actively attend functions for our Senior
Adult Ministry.
Our lady is in charge of the World Wide
Ministry Sweater Program and our gentleman
is a past church treasurer.
I am sure we would all agree the 2017
Methodist Temple Life Time Service Award
Winners are well deserving.

Congratulations
David & Jean Freeze!

Ministry Spotlight

Sound System

The operation of the sound equipment is an important part of our weekly worship experience. This ministry
involves adjusting the sound levels of the various microphones and instrument inputs to provide proper
volume levels to the congregational participants. Recordings are made of each service and the sermons
are uploaded to the church website. In addition to the regular services each Sunday, team members may
be asked to provide coverage for special services throughout the year. These include special Easter time
services, special Christmas time services, weddings, and funeral services.
For the 8:30 a.m. worship service, sound team members typically arrive 15 – 20 minutes before the service
to assure the equipment is up and running; microphones are connected and a backup microphone is
provided. A proposed schedule is provided to team members for their review covering a 3 to 6 month
period. Ideally, a team member will be scheduled for only one worship service per month. Following review,
the schedule is sent to all team members for the period. Team members may switch weeks as needed to
assure coverage for each service.
For the 11:00 a.m. worship service, sound team members typically arrive prior to 10:00 a.m. to allow time to
connect instruments and sound check microphones prior to a quick rehearsal before the service. Following
the service, team members assure microphone equipment is replaced in storage and the sound equipment
is powered down. Additionally, there is a rehearsal during the week for the worship team providing the
music for the following Sunday. As with the 8:30 a.m. sound team, a schedule is provided for early review.
The schedule includes both the rehearsal and service assignments and a final is sent to team members
following the review.
Although at first glance the sound equipment may seem to be a little daunting, each service has basic
settings for each channel that have been preset and are retrieved with the push of a button. New team
members are provided training until they feel comfortable with the operation of the equipment. Currently,
both services are in need of an additional team member to assure adequate coverage.
Contact Greg Black, 812.449. 4559 or gfblack02@twc.com, to volunteer during the traditional service.
Contact Vince Anderson, vpa3095@yahoo.com, to volunteer during the contemporary service.

Meet Your Team

In 1981, a Catholic priest in the Illinois suburbs
was asked about the meaning of life by a college
student. Hoping to reach other, like-minded young
people, the priest started what he called Theology
on Tap, a group that met over drinks to discuss
deep questions about God, faith, and the church.
Since then, Theology on Tap has grown into an
international movement with groups on three
continents. This fall, Methodist Temple joined in
with our own Tap House Theology, one open to all
ages, all religions, and all beverage preferences.
Our first discussion, held in September, began
with the question, what is God? Over Turoni’s
pizza, a conversation meant to last one hour
instead lasted for two, as the group thought about
omnipotence and free will, the resources we have
to learn about God, and what it is that makes God
great. Our October discussion, started out by
asking, what is the Bible?
For November we asked, what is salvation?
Tap House Theology is not Sunday school. It’s not
meant to teach doctrine, or even to decide what
we ought to believe. Rather it is an opportunity to
explore the wide breadth and depth of Christian
thought. Often we are not even aware that what
we have been taught is only one of many Christian
ways to answer life’s questions. Tap House
Theology makes room for discussion, discovery,
and fellowship.
Upcoming dates:
Thursday, January 18, 6:00 p.m. at Walton’s
International Comfort Food
Tuesday, February 27, 6:00 p.m. at Pangea Kitchen
Tuesday, March 20, 6:00 p.m. at Ri Ra’s Irish Pub

Everyone is invited to come!

What do you want to
accomplish in 2018?
Grow closer to God & learn to see God in new places.
-Pastor Andy
Reach more people in the community with the
Homelessness Initiative. -Pastor JillAnn
Continue developing my communication skills. -Alex
Improve my health. -Jane
Develop successful Lenten & Easter music.-Joan
Finish projects in a timely manner.- Don
Heal the organ’s illnesses. -Barb
Establish a more consistent routine of spending time
doing something just for myself.-Maggie
Make a million dollars. -Sean
Be present & enjoy the little things in life. -Jenny

Children’s Ministry News
Boys and girls in fourth and fifth grade gather monthly for
BootCamp, a time for fun activities, team building, and
growing closer to Christ and to each other. This month’s
meeting will take place on Friday, January 5 from 6:008:00 p.m. in the bootcamp room- located downstairs. We
will be studying the topic JOY! Our Bible verses include
Ecclesiastes 2:1-17 & Psalm 16:11. Pizza will be provided.
Mark your calendar for our newest children’s
event: KIDZ NIGHT! Kidz Night is about three
very important things: food, fellowship and
fun! Drop off your kids (kindergarten and
above) for dinner, followed by participation in a
Connect Group of their choice. Connect
Group options may vary from month to
month, but will include things like: Wiffle Ball
in the Celebration Center; Craft Making; Video
Gaming; Board Gaming, etc. Adults: enjoy
a kid-free night or come BE a kid and lead
a Connect Group by sharing your special talents! Mark your calendars for Friday January 19
6:00 -7:30 p.m. See you there! Contact Maggie Harding kidz@methodisttemple.church to get
involved!

Repurposing the Prayer Wall
As we ring in the new year, Children’s Ministry challenges
you to set your sights on God’s goodness. Our wholechurch challenge is to collectively take notice of 2,018 “Glory
Sightings” by the end of 2018. If you do the math, that’s
roughly 170 per month or about 40 per week, which is an
average of just one Glory Sighting per regularly attending
kid! If every person who walks through our doors on Sunday
mornings alone were to stop and make note of their Glory
Sightings that week, we would far exceed this goal for 2018!
Just stop by our prayer wall and jot down where you’ve seen
the Holy Spirit at work throughout your week. Each week
our kids will collect the Glory Sightings and read them during
Children’s Church. What better way to teach kids (and grown
ups!) to take notice of God’s presence in our lives! We hope
you accept this challenge for 2018. Happy New Year!

The Bible in a Year
You do not need to spend much time at a church
before you realize that the Bible is important to
the Christian faith. But sometimes diving into this
strange, beautiful, tedious, exciting book seems like a
herculean task. Who has the time? Who has a brain
big enough or a faith deep enough to understand it
all?
From the early days of Christianity, we have believed
that the Bible is meant to be read and interpreted
together – as a community. We learn so much more
by learning from one another. So if you’re curious
about the Bible, but you don’t want to experience it
alone, Methodist Temple has a new group for you.
Beginning on Sunday, January 14, at 5:00 p.m. a group will meet each week to discuss Scripture. Throughout
the week, participants will read assigned chapters. By that day next year, we’ll have read the entire Bible!
Whether you’re a Bible trivia expert or a total novice, you are welcome to join in. No question is off limits. Open
to ages 13 and up.

Thank You!

Dear Methodist Temple Friends,

We want you to know how much we have
appreciated the love and support shown to our
family during the recent passing of our mother
and grandmother, Martha Jean Glazebrook.
She always enjoyed the cards and flowers
she received from church and the visits made
by church friends to her home and later to
the nursing home. She loved the Methodist
Temple and especially enjoyed hearing the
choir sing and the beautiful organ music. She
always loved music.
We appreciate the cards we received with
thoughtful notes. We give a special thanks
to Andy for a nice service and also to Joann
Hachmeister and the bereavement staff for a
lovely lunch after the service. Our hearts are
full of love and gratitude. God Bless.
Sincerely,
Doug and Pam Glazebrook, Andrew
Glazebrook, Emily (Glazebrook) Gogel

To my church family in thanksgiving for all the
kind thoughts and prayers for my son, David.
He is in a better place with the saints, free from
suffering. Sincerely, Vira Cosgwell
Many “bravos” to all our fine musicians to time
and talent given this Christmas season. We
appreciate the support of our church members
in attending our Christmas offering of “Amahl &
the Night Visitors” to our community. Thank you,
thank you, thank you kindly!

I want to thank those at Methodist Temple for the
calls, cards and letters to welcome me to my new
home in Richmond. I wish all my family and friends
a happy and prosperous New Year in 2018! "Bob"
Robert A. Johnson
The MT Office Staff would like to thank Helen Fisher
for her gift of beautiful poinsettias and Christmas
cards! They are lovely and really brighten up the
office!

JANUARY 2018
SUN

MON

TUES
1

WED
2

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

THURS
3

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

FRI

4

SAT
5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

11:30 am

SAMs Out to
Lunch Bunch

6:00 pm
Praise Team

6:00 pm

Choir Epiphany
at Nevill Home

Ofﬁce/ Building
Closed
Communion
Sunday

7

8

9:00 am
9
SAMs Exercise

10

5:30 pm
Community
Transformation

Blood Pressure
Sunday

6:30 pm
Guys Night

5:30 pm
Trustees

14

5:30 pm
Middle School
6:45 pm
High School

21

15

4:00 pm
Endowment
Meeting
7:00 pm
SPRC

22

5:00 pm
Bible In a
Year Class

16

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

29

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise 18
11:30 am
SAMs Luncheon
5:00 pm
Hospitality Team

6:00 pm
Praise Team

6:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal

6:30 pm
Guys Night

6:00 pm

23

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

30

3:00 pm
Visioning Team

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

5:00 pm
Bible In a
Year Class

6:00 pm
Praise Team

NO
Middle School/
High School
Youth

17

24

6:00 pm
Praise Team
6:30 pm
Guys Night

5:30 pm
Middle School
6:45 pm
High School

28

6:00 pm

Choir Practice

Martin Luther
King Jr. Day
Ofﬁce Closed

5:00 pm
Bible In a
Year Class

11

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

6:00 pm
Praise Team

6:00 pm
Children’s
Council
5:30 pm
Middle School
6:45 pm
High School

6:00 pm

6:30 pm
Guys Night

6:00 pm

25

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

6:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal

31
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