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EXPLORE your faith

Ou r Team
Andy Payton
Lead Pastor

• leadpastor@methodisttemple.church

JillAnn Knonenborg
Associate Pastor

Interim Youth Director
• associatepastor@methodisttemple.church
Office Staff:
Alex Amick - Director of Communications
• communications@methodisttemple.church
Mechelle Cato - Finance Manager
• mcato@methodisttemple.church
Jenny Farthing - Receptionist
• info@methodisttemple.church
Wendy Moore - Director of Operations
• operations@methodisttemple.church
Program Staff:
Maggie Harding- Director of Children’s Ministries
• kidz@methodisttemple.church
Music Staff:
Don Travis - Director of Music
• dtravis@methodisttemple.church
Barbara Waite - Organist
• alcbjw@twc.com
Custodial Staff:
Dan Alldredge - Custodian
Bob Attebery - Custodian
Evelyn Fields - Custodian
Al Nation - Maintenance

Follow us
Facebook: www.facebook.com/methodisttemple
Twitter: @MethodistTemple • Instagram: Methodist_
Temple • Download our app on Google Play & iTunes

Contact Us
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Join Us
Traditional Worship 8:30 a.m.
Contemporary Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Hour 9:45-10:45 a.m.

Vision

Current Sermon Series:

Patricia Gwaltney

January 26, 1928 • 91 years old
854 S. Weinbach Ave.
Evansville, IN 47714

If you're between the ages of 18 and
35, you're invited to a movie night
at Pastor JillAnn's house on Friday,
January 25, at 7:00 p.m. We'll watch
The Road to Edmond, an indie roadtrip comedy about losing and finding
faith (warning: adult language).
Pizza will be provided, so bring your
favorite beverage. RSVP appreciated.

Save the Date
Our next Open Community will be
held on Wednesday, February 20, at
6:00 p.m. (dinner at 5:30 p.m.). The
topic will be "Preparing for the End of
Life." You are strongly encouraged to
attend if you or someone you care for
is wondering about the legal, financial,
spiritual, and medical choices that
come toward the end of our lives.
Our panel of experts will empower
you with information and resources
to protect your legacy. RSVP to the
church office.

MT BY THE NUMBERS
Contributions to missions are reported from the
15th of the month to the 15th of the next month.
Please contact Mechelle Cato at the church
office if you have any questions.

Total Missions: $2,765.00.
Total Budget: $105,204.30.

Date

Attendance
8:30

11:00

Total

November 18

127

92

219

November 25

109

129

238

December 2

141

123

264

December 9

148

122

270

Food for Thought
“Your success & happiness lies in
you. Resolve to keep
happy, & your joy and you
shall form an invincible
host against difficulties.”
Helen Keller

Human Sexuality Forum
By Pastor Andy Payton
Our dream and vision for our congregation is that we would strive to become a safe, nonjudgmental community in Jesus’ name. Being safe involves seeking to do no harm in word
and deed. Being non-judgmental involves intentionally seeing one another as equally loved and
cherished by God, regardless of beliefs or behavior.
I bring this up because our denomination is set to wrestle with one of the most divisive issues
of our generation. In February of 2019, a special session of the United Methodist General
Conference will be meeting to discuss the topic of human sexuality. The General Conference,
much like our United States congress, is composed of elected delegates who are tasked with
the responsibility of voting on official United Methodist teaching. The reason they are meeting
in February is to determine what our church policy will be when it comes to the ordination of
openly gay people and if our pastors can officiate same-sex weddings.
In order to keep you informed on this upcoming session, I have decided to offer a forum with
the three-fold goal being to inform you of: 1) our
United Methodist history related to the topic of
human sexuality; 2) the current proposals that
the General Conference will be debating; and
3) how those proposals could impact our local
the Church & Human Sexuality
church. The forum will be held on January 16
at 6:00 pm in our sanctuary.
For the past three years, a commission,
compiled of United Methodist clergy
Regardless of where you find yourself on this
and lay people from around the world,
or the many other divisive issues in our world
has been figuring out how we can move
today, I challenge you to remember that there
are committed followers of Jesus Christ on both forward together as a denomination
when we hold such diverse views
sides. What unites us is not that we always
on issues of human sexuality. On
agree, but rather our common search for a God
Wednesday, January 16 at 6:00 p.m.,
of infinite love and grace. It is as we choose to
Pastor Andy and Pastor JillAnn will
live from these convictions that we find a space
within our hearts where God dwells and a power lead an informational session on the
Commission's work, and how it may
greater than ourselves that enables us to be
effect Methodist Temple. Free childcare
both safe and non-judgmental. Dare I say, our
provided.
lives become a light which shines amidst the
divisive darkness of our time.

Living Faithfully:

From the Office...

As year 2019 will be filled with lots
of fun opportunities for our church
family, please contact Alex Amick,
communications@methodisttemple.
church, to schedule a meeting to
discuss communication methods for
your events.
A general communications schedule
should be as follows: notify the office
six months in advance of your event
to ensure we have room availability,
etc.; meet with Alex three months
before your event to discuss a plan
for advertising your event; begin
advertising two months before your event.

Sermon Transcriptions Available
Methodist Temple has renewed our
subscription to software that allows us to
transcribe voice to text; therefore, we will
continue posting a transcribed version
of the sermons each week. You can find
& print the sermons from our website,
www.methodisttemple.church, under
Messages, Sermon Series, Notes.

Possible communication avenues for your event include an article in the MT Magazine,
announcements in the bulletin & Sunday News, social media notices & Facebook Events,
and printed flyers & posters.
Remember the Communication Policy on print materials in the church: All print materials
should be approved through the office before being handed out. This policy is put in place
to prevent an influx of printed materials on Sunday mornings and to allow for adequate
representation of all ministries through our communication with the church.
Additionally, you must specifically email Alex with a request to include a Sunday morning
verbal announcement a minimum of 2 weeks in advance - no exceptions. The pastoral
staff will no longer take into consideration requests for verbal announcements on Sunday
mornings. This is to alleviate the schedule of our pastors on Sunday mornings, allowing
them to concentrate on worship and their church family.

Inclement Weather Policy
As winter weather has begun, please remember the church’s inclement
weather policy. If the EVSC is closed due to inclement weather, the church
office will also be closed. We will not close due to a 2 hour delay.
The Methodist Temple Children’s Center will only close due to inclement
weather if the mayor declares a state of emergency.

Children & Family Ministries

Temple Refuge News

Many thanks to the Methodist Temple
family for all of the love and support
shown to Children’s Ministry this year,
from throwing coins into noisy offering
buckets and choir members assisting
acolytes during worship, to showing
up for their performances and rubbing
elbows with them in pajamas at the
theater.

It's time for youth group to celebrate the New
Year! On Sunday, January 6, at 6PM, the
entire youth group (middle and high school)
is headed to AMF Arc Lanes. The church will
pay for everyone's first game. Each youth is
encouraged to bring $3 to pay for his or her
shoes, but is not required to do so. Parents/
guardians are welcome to join. RSVP to Pastor
JillAnn to ensure we reserve enough lanes.

I recently read that “Everyone who
loves children is Santa’s helper.” I’d
add that everyone who loves children
is a reflection of the love of God. Thank
you for making Methodist Temple a safe
place for our children to receive that type
of love just as they are. Happy New Year!

Beginning on Sunday, January 13, middle and
high school youth groups will meet at the same
time, 5:30-7PM, giving our older youth the
opportunity to mentor and lead their younger
peers. Also starting on January 13, dinner will
be provided! If you are interested in serving
as an adult volunteer during youth group or
Sunday school, please email Pastor JillAnn,
who is acting as interim youth ministry director.

Upcoming Events
Boot Camp
Fourth & fifth graders will meet on Friday,
January 4 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in the
basement at Methodist Temple. Pizza will
be provided for dinner and we’ll share in
devotional time and play some games. It
should be a fun night! If your boot camper
can attend please RSVP at liz.riffert@gmail.
com by Thursday, January 3.

Senior Adult Ministry
Join the Senior Adult Ministry on January 3 at
11:30 a.m. for our Out-to-Lunch Bunch. We
will be eating at the Carousel, 5115 Monroe
Ave. Everyone pays for their own lunch.

Kidz Night
Join us for Kidz Night on Friday, January
18 from 6:00-7:45 p.m. Kidz Kindergarten
through Fifth Grade will be discussing
the theme “You Are Special”. *Dinner is
provided for the kidz.

We hope you’ll be excited to come see our
musical guests, Jerry & Victoria (Noble) at our
SAMs Luncheon on January 17 from 11:30
a.m.- 1:00 p.m. Jerry & Victoria are frequent
musical guests at various churches in the
Evansville area. Lunch is catered by Dilegge’s;
each meal costs $7.

Children’s Church
Join us for Children’s Church on Sunday
mornings as we discuss how Jesus shows
us how to be loving by how he loved. We
can follow Jesus’ example and live like he
did.

Please sign up for any of these dates at the
bulletin board by the fellowship hall. Just a
reminder that SAM’s does not meet if school
is cancelled due to inclement weather; but
please be safe if weather is poor and we are
still meeting.

From the Finance Office
Need to make a donation to fulfill your 2018
pledge?
We can accept contributions for 2018 until
January 15, 2019. Be sure to make note on
your check or envelope that the funds should
be applied to the 2018 pledge amount. If you
have any questions, please contact the Finance
Office.
Need to update your preference for
how you receive your 2019 Contribution
Statements or your contact information?
Please complete the Contact Information form
at Connection Central or on our website at
Contact Information Update Form. We need
this information update by February 1, 2019.
By the Numbers
We thank you for you continued support of
Methodist Temple UMC and the ministries
and missions we support in our church, our
community, and around the world. Here is how
your contributions have been used in 2018:
General Church Budget: $884,256
Missions: $ 78,354
INUMC Tithe: $117,543
In 2019, the Finance Office will report
contributions to the budget and to missions,
and what the church gives to missions for a
4-week time period: the last 2 weeks of the
previous month to the first 2 weeks of the
current month. If you have questions, please
contact Mechelle in the Finance Office.

UMW SAYS THANK YOU!
The United Methodist Women's new "Jingle
Bell Bakery" was a great success! Thanks to
all the hard work, donations of baked goods
and mixes, and supportive customers, we
cleared $1,516.63. We have donated $500
to the United Methodist Youth Home, $500
to Weekday Christian Education, $250 to
Gilda's Club, and $250 to ARC. (Earlier in
2018 we donated $500 to the Parenting
Time Center from our Kwik Kopy earnings
and gave five scholarships of $350 each to
Methodist Temple's college students.)
We welcome new members!
Join us this month for the Miriam Fellowship
which will meet on Wednesday, January 16,
at 9:30 a.m. in Room 204. For questions,
contact Janet Pollock at 812.909.5279.
In February, the UMW general meeting
will be on Wednesday, February 13, with
devotions in the Chapel at 11:30 a.m. and
sack lunches at noon in Room 202, followed
by our program. Sarah Fellowship will meet
on Tuesday, February 12, at 6:00 p.m. in
Room 202; and Miriam Fellowship will meet
on Wednesday, February 20, at 9:30 a.m. For
more information, contact Vivian Taylor, 812477-6777.

CELEBRATE SCOUT SUNDAY
On February 10 Methodist Temple's Boy
Scout Troop 301 will celebrate Scout
Sunday with its annual Taters 'n' Toppings
lunch in Fellowship Hall. Dine in or carry out
from 9:30 to 12:30. This lunch helps to fund
our camping program, and we appreciate
the congregation's support!
February 2019 marks the 109th anniversary
of the founding of Boy Scouts of America,
and it also completes the ninety-eighth
consecutive charter year for Troop 301.

Intergenerational Mission Trip
Join us July 14-20 and participate in this opportunity to meet new
people and develop relationships within our church family.
What is R3MS?
R3SM (Recover, Rebuild, Restore Southeast Mississippi) coordinates restoration, rebuilding
and recovery services to low-income families and individuals living in Mississippi’s Pine Belt.
The nonprofit was founded in 2006 by the United Way of Southeast Mississippi as a long-term
recovery agency to assist and support victims of Hurricane Katrina.
An affiliate of the Mississippi Case Management Consortium, the independent organization’s
work continues by assisting residents affected by 2012’s Hurricane Isaac, 2013’s EF4 tornado,
and the 2017 tornado.
Recovery work begins by delivering high-quality disaster case management to low-income
individuals and families who meet eligibility criteria by focusing on the processes of assessment,
planning, advocacy, linking and monitoring. Through partnerships with numerous community
organizations, R3SM has repaired more than 500 homes and built 40.
Learn more at www.r3ms.org or on their Facebook Page.

What will I be doing?
Our team will be assisting to repair homes damaged after the 2017 EF 4 tornado.
R3MS has asked us to work on four homes in the area. They cannot give us specific
details of our tasks; however there will be tasks of all skill levels so that everyone
can participate. Previous teams have worked on casing out and framing windows,
hanging doors, installing baseboards, laminating floors, painting, etc. Please visit the
R3SM Facebook page to learn more about the work we could be doing and to see the
progress of other teams.
How can I grow spiritually through a mission trip?
Mission trips are an opportunity to serve those who are in great need, but we can
do that every day of our lives, right here in our communities. Mission trips help us to
grow in our faith not just because we finish a construction project or serve a meal,
but because they push us beyond our comfort zones. We are invited to a brief time of
intense service, prayer, and bonding with our church family. We meet people who live
somewhere very different from us and whose experiences might be very different from
ours, and so we learn what it means to see Christ in them. Ultimately, the goal of a
mission trip is what happens after we get home - we’ve changed from the inside-out,
and can now serve our own community better because of what we’ve experienced
faraway.
How can I sign up?
Mark your calendars from Sunday, July 14 to Saturday, July 20. We will be driving to
Hattiesburg, MS (about nine hours of actual drive time) with stops for food both ways.
This means we will stay six nights in Hattiesburg. Our lodging is inside an old hotel
located downtown. It has dormatory style sleeping arrangements and showers. It also
has a fully equipped kitchen; Vince & Diane Anderson will be preparing our meals for us
each day.
The cost is $200 per person plus the cost of your meals during travel to and from
Hattiesburg. Please let Pastor Andy, leadpastor@methodisttemple.church, or Nate
Hahn, hollywoodhahn@yahoo.com, know if you need assistance in paying for this trip.
We want everyone to have the opportunity to participate in this opportunity to meet
new people and develop relationships within our church family.
Please contact Vince, vpa3095@yahoo.com, or Diane, dpaisacpa@yahoo.com, for
additional information and to register for this trip. The deadline to sign up is May 1.

We will be having an informational meeting on Sunday, January
13 between services (9:30-10:30 a.m.) in the Chapel.
We hope to see you there!

Tap House
Theology

On the spiritual journey, we each need space to ask tough questions, learn from others,
and laugh together. At Tap House Theology, we get to do all three every month. We
create an informal, nonthreatening environment for spiritual seekers by meeting in a
restaurant and sharing some drinks. In 2019, we'll ask questions like, "Are miracles
real?" "What is the Church?" and "What is freedom?" Feel free to invite friends and
family members, regardless of what they believe - more points of view just makes the
conversation better! Anyone age thirteen and older is welcome to participate, though,
of course, they must be twenty-one or older to enjoy an adult beverage.
Join us this January 17 at Arazu on Main St. as we discuss
‘Do all religions worship the same God?’
Upcoming Topics
February- Are Miracles Real?
March- What is Community?
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OCTOBER CALENDAR
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Fri

Sat

9:00 am
3
SAMs Exercise

4

5

9:30 am
Ladies’ Study
11:30 am
SAM’s Out to
Lunch Bunch
Ofﬁce/Building
Closed
Communion
Sunday

6

4:00 pm
Bible in a Year

7

9

6:00 pm
Missions
Meeting

14

9:45 am
Mission Trip
information Mtg.
4:00 pm
Bible in a Year

5:30 pm
Trustees

5:30 pm
Middle & High
School Refuge

6:00 pm
Children’s
Council

9:00 am 15
SAMs Exercise

6:00 pm
Praise Team

Ofﬁce Closed21

12:15 p.m.
Families of Youth
Meeting

9:00 am 22
SAMs Exercise

16

6:00 pm
Human Sexuality
and the United
Methodist Church

23

27

9:00 am 17
SAMs Exercise
9:30 am
Ladies’ Bible
Study
11:30 am
SAMs Luncheon
5:00 pm
Hospitality Team
6:00 pm
Choir Practice
9:00 am
24
SAMs Exercise

12

9:00 am - Noon
Visioning Meeting
Study

18

19

Kidz Night

6:00 pm

25

26

4:00 pm
UCS Meal
6:00 pm
Finance Meeting
7:00 pm
SPRC Meeting

28

6:00 pm
Praise Team
9:00 am 29
SAMs Exercise

6:00 pm
Choir Practice

30

9:00 am 31
SAMs Exercise
9:30 am
Ladies’ Bible
Study

5:30 pm
Middle & High
School Refuge

11

9:30 am
Ladies’ Bible
Study

4:00 pm
Bible in a Year
5:30 pm
Middle & High
School Refuge

9:00 am 10
SAMs Exercise

6:00 pm
Choir Practice

6:00 pm
Praise Team

Blood Pressure 13
Sunday

6:00 pm

9:30 am
Ladies’ Bible
Study

6:00 pm
Youth Group
Kick-off
at AMF Arc Lanes

20

9:00 am 8
SAMs Exercise

6:00 pm
Choir Practice

6:00 pm
Praise Team

6:00 pm
Choir Practice

7:00 pm
Young Adult
Movie Night @
JillAnn’s House

Scouting
Ministries:
Cub Scouts
Monday
at 6:15pm
Boy Scouts
Wednesdays
at 6:15pm
Girl Scoouts
Thursdays at
6:00pm
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