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Our mission is to put our faith into action in order to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world. Our goal is to bring you closer to God,
help you grow in your faith, and support you today,
tomorrow, and always.

O u r Team

Follow us

Andy Payton
Senior Pastor

• seniorpastor@methodisttemple.church

JillAnn Knonenborg
Associate Pastor

• associatepastor@methodisttemple.church
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Facebook: www.facebook.com/methodisttemple
Twitter: @MethodistTemple • Instagram: Methodist_
Temple • Download our app on Google Play & iTunes

Contact Us

2109 Lincoln Ave. Evansville, IN 47714
812.476.1306
www.methodisttemple.church

Join Us
Traditional Worship 8:30 a.m.
Contemporary Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Hour 9:45-10:45 a.m.

Current Sermon Series:
BODY
Stillness
HE ART
Solitude
MIND
Silence

Join us as we study
the ways we hear
God speak and the
practices that help
us to tune in.
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90+
Nadine Hendershot
July 7 • 94 years old
8983 Covenant Court
Newburgh, IN 47630

Ellie Breckenridge
July 13 • 91 years old
1 McKnight Place
St. Louis, MO 63124

Th a n k Yo u !

Dear Friends at Methodist Temple,
I want to say how grateful I am for all your
calls, cards, expressions of sympathy, and
other tributes following the unexpected
passing of my husband, Donald Elzer,
and a special thank you to all who helped
prepare and serve the excellent buffet.
I also want to thank the Reverend Andy
for his wise counsel before he left for his
anniversary celebration.
And last but not least, I wish a special
‘Thank You’ to Pastor JillAnn for
conducting the service for the burial of my
sister, Nera’s remains on Saturday and for
continuing to love and support me after
Don’s death.
God Bless you all.
Love, Helen Elzer
Dear Pastor Andy, Maggie, & Sean,
I just wanted to drop you a note to say
“thank you” for your hospitality towards
Drew & me during the assessment. Yours
is a happy church & it made for a sweet
stay for us. Many blessings on your
renovations.
Grateful, Stephanie Caro, Ministry Architects
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MT BY THE NUMBERS
Date

Offering

Offering

Missions

Total

May 13

$11,941

$1,190

$13,131

May 20

$8,667

$2,140

$10,807

May 27

$9,124

$395

$9,519

June 3

$12,441

$605

$13,046

June 10

$18,928

$560

$19,488

Date

Attendance
8:30

11:00

Total

May 20

128

108

236

May 27

133

85

218

June 3

127

112

239

June 10

114

105

219

Food for
Thought
If you were on trial for
being a Christian …
Would there be enough evidence to
convict you?

Annual
Conference

The basic governing body of the United Methodist Church is what
is known as the Annual Conference. Rather than a congregational
governing system we, as United Methodists, choose to stand together
and minister together in a connectional way. Together we share our
resources, vote on legislation that helps us to provide direction for our church, and ordain
clergy whose call it is to serve the local church. Our annual conference encompasses the
entire state of Indiana.
This year we met June 6 through June 9. The theme was to “see all the people”. Some of
the highlights included:
•In lieu of the overwhelming evidence that our environment is being negatively impacted by
human activity, we resolved to encourage our congregations to establish “creation care
teams” to evaluate and encourage greater ecological sustainability.
•W
 e encouraged our congregations to educate and be equipped to provide hospitality and
welcome to migrants and refugees in our communities. We also agreed to call upon our
political leaders and policy makers to assure our laws affirm the worth, dignity, inherent
values and rights of immigrants and refugees.
•W
 e affirmed our unwavering belief that all people - women no less than men, and individuals
of any age, ethnicity, background, or culture, no less than any other - are equally created
in the image of God and entitled to have their God-given dignity respected. We also
declared our commitment to the social principles of our church which deplore acts of
hate or violence against groups or persons based on race, color, national origin, ethnicity,
age, gender, disability, status, economic condition, sexual orientation, gender identity, or
religious affiliation.
•W
 e approved an annual budget of thirteen million dollars and learned that as a conference
we had over 3000 professions of faith, have over 180,000 members, and average 91,000
in worship.
As a result of what we heard, I hope in the next year Methodist Temple might consider
assembling a creation care team; continue to partner with local organizations, like Aurora,
who work with immigrants and refugees; and, finally, spend time in conversation and explore
the issues, like human sexuality, which have the potential to divide us. While we might not
all agree about how to respond to these challenges, I do think we can see they are relevant
to our witness as disciples of Jesus Christ and that standing together as the Body of Christ
is, above all, critical in this era of division.
Blessings, Pastor Andy Payton

Which churches merged to form
Methodist Temple “back in the day”?

According to the history of Methodist Temple put together by Mr. C. R. “Bob” Shepard,
Methodist Temple was formed from the joining of the congregations from the Fourth Street
Methodist Episcopal Church (originally known as the First German Methodist Episcopal
Church of Evansville) and the Bayard Park Methodist Episcopal Church.
The Fourth Street M. E. Church was located across Fourth Street from the Courthouse and
next to the County Jail. Its church building was in use from Easter Sunday 1843 to Palm
Sunday 1937. The congregation received $45,000 from the County for the sale of their building
and some items inside the building; the building was to be used as an annex for Courthouse
business.
The Bayard Park Methodist Episcopal Church had been organized by leaders of Trinity
Methodist in 1906. The building was located at Blackford and Evans Avenues.
On Easter Sunday (March 28) 1937, the Fourth Street Methodist congregation joined the
Bayard Park Methodist congregation in worship and became one, under the name of
Bayard Park Methodist Church, with the purpose being to build a new church on a site
further east in the city. Land was purchased at the corner of Lincoln and Kelsey in 1941 (for
$10,000) to erect a new church building, but it wasn’t until 1949 that ground was broken for
the project. The first service held at our current location was July 2, 1950, with 800 people
present.

OFFICE STAFF CHANGES
As you may know, Jane Hetherington has been our Finance Manager for the last 11
years. She began working for Methodist Temple in December 2006. During that time, she
managed all aspects of the church’s finances, as well as the Children’s Center and Day
Camp. We are sad to announce that Jane’s last day as an employee of Methodist Temple
was June 25. It’s hard to say goodbye to a colleague who has been less of a co-worker
and more of a friend, but we wish her health and happiness as she moves forward!
While all good things must come to an end, this transition allows us to make a new friend
by welcoming Mechelle Cato to our staff. Mechelle has begun work as the Finance
Manager under Jane’s mentorship. You can learn more about Mechelle in this newsletter
on the following page. She comes to us with extensive experience with Quickbooks and
bookkeeping, and a love for Christ. If you’re in the building during the weekdays, stop
by and say hi. She’s excited to get to know the congregation and help Methodist Temple
fulfill its mission of making disciples for the transformation of the world!

Methodist
Habitat Build

Once again the Methodist churches are coming together to
help build a house with Habitat for Humanity of Evansville.
Each church is asked to contribute their fair share to help build
this house. In the past, Methodist Temple has contributed
$10,000 or more as our share. Therefore, once again we have pledged this amount. When
you do make your donation, please send it through the church office with Habitat in the
memo line so that we can keep track of this amount.
Habitat of Evansville will be building its 500th house this year; for a city our size this is
an amazing accomplishment. The people of Evansville have always been very generous
in helping people who need help in building their own home and making a better life for
themselves and their children.
Please contact Jackie Hardin, 812.204.0488, for further information.
Thank you in advance.

M e e t O u r Te a m

Mechelle
Cato

Finance Manager
What are your areas of
responsibility? I am the new
Finance Manager. I'm looking
forward to continuing to learn about
Methodist Church, getting to know the
congregation, and serving the Lord in this
new position. My door is always open
and I am happy to help in any way I can.
Who makes up your family? My
husband of 19 years, Darren, my 5
amazing children, and 1 precious
grandson. My children are Devin (wife
Lauren) (25), Emma (17), Carly (16),
Brady (14), and Owen (12). And my
grandson Roman is 2 1/2. I have a great
extended family; We are all very close and love spending time together.
Who inspires you? Why? My best friend Tara. She has such an intimate walk with the Lord
and is completely dependent on Him. She has faced much tragedy and heartache but yet she
has found her only source of strength is God. She inspires me to continue to strengthen my
relationship with the Lord and become who He created me to be.
Where's your favorite place in the world? Why? Anywhere I am with my family. We love
the beach, spending time at Lake Barkley, and have recently fallen in love with the mountains
of Colorado. Spending time in God's creation is so peaceful and refreshing. Our lives are so
busy, taking time to just BE brings us together in such a special way. I treasure any time that
we get to spend together —anywhere!
What's your favorite verse of scripture? Jerimiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for
you, declares the Lord. Plans to not harm you, but to give you a hope and a future. This
verse encourages me almost daily. When I get caught up in the chaos of life, disappointments,
or hard times, this verse reminds me that God is in control. He has a plan for my life and even
though I don't like the negative, difficult things I must face, He is sovereign and what Satan
intends for evil, God will use for my good. I am certainly a work in progress.”

Vacation Bible
School Recap
What an amazing month at VBS learning
how Jesus rescues us when life gets
hard! Here’s what some of the kids had
to say about it:
“It’s so fun! We learned how feelings are
important.” -Aubrey, 4th grade
“I got to meet new people and I learned
to trust Jesus.” -Molly, 5th grade
“I like that you can see friends and
getting teached about God and Jesus.”
-Samuel, 1st grade
“I like the food.” -Talon, 1st grade
“I like the water games and learning that
God is always with me.” -Sophie, 2nd
grade
“I’m learning a lot of stuff and the games
are my favorite!” -Parker, 3rd grade
“VBS lets you learn about God and
ShipRec {games} are my favorite!”
-Jude, 1st grade
Thank you, Church Family, for joining
us in the spirit of VBS this year, from
holding weekly Bible Studies in rooms
that were covered in sea creatures to
inviting kids’ voices to be heard every
week during worship. My prayer for
all of us is that we’re able to “become
as a little child.” To have what the
Zen Masters call “beginner’s minds”
which are full of wonder, excitement,
freshness and curiosity; minds that
resist the urge to believe that they
“already know” and instead are able to
stand in awe of the beauty that is right
in front of them.
Peace, Maggie

Mission Guatemala Recap
Our Mission Guatemala trip was truly
incredible. Thank you to those who were
praying for us while we were away. We will
host a dinner in August to share pictures and
stories of our experience. In the meantime,
here's a summary of our trip.
The team worked through an organization
called Mission Guatemala. Mission Guatemala
focuses on Health, Education, and Nutrition
in the San Andres area. While we were there
our team helped to unload hundreds of hunger
packs (nutritious rice meals) which had been
packed in the US and shipped in a shiping
container all the way to Guatemala. These
packs will help feed malnourished children
through Mission Guatemala's feeding centers.
The majority of our time was spent in
construction. We all became masters at
stucco, or at least attempted our very best at
stucco! The building we worked on will be an
education center for teachers in the region to
gather and have development and planning
sessions to better equip schools throughout
the area. While working, we were instructed
by Guatemalan construction foremen. They
demonstrated extreme patience as we
attempted to stucco. It also gave them the
chance to practice English, while we all picked
up some Spanish.
At night our group gathered for devotions and
catching up. It was a special time for everyone
to share what they were learning, special
experiences they had, and what God was
teaching them.
Finally, on our last full day we explored Lake
Atitlan, visiting Casa de Mundo where we had
a special breakfast and roaming around San
Juan learning about local artists, weavers, and
coffee makers.
If you see one of the kids from the trip, please
ask them about their experience. Photos are
also available on the Methodist Temple Youth
Facebook page.

Do you enjoy food? Are you looking for
fellowship? Do you want to create a church
family? If so, Senior Adult Ministry is perfect
for you!
On July 5, we will meet at 11:30 a.m. at
the Gerst Bavarian Haus, 2100 W. Franklin
Street. Everyone pays for their own meal,
but the conversation and good time are
shared by all.
On July 19, the SAM’s (Senior Adult Ministry)
Luncheon will be host to a new duet, for us.
B & B Entertainment (Chuck Blesch & Del
Beasley) will be providing the entertainment.
Several of our members have highly
recommended them! Cost is $7 per person,
and is open to all.

Food
Fellowship
Family

Please sign up by Connection Central Too.

The Senior Adult Ministry of Methodist Temple is sponsoring another fun day at the Derby
Dinner Playhouse on Thursday, September 20. We have 52 tickets to the Derby Dinner
Playhouse in Clarksville, IN (Louisville area). We have chartered a New Image bus for the day.
The per person price is $55.00 which includes the program and a great luncheon as well as
the cost of the bus ride. Thanks to the support of Methodist Temple and the reduced price
from the bus company, we are able to provide this wonderful day at a considerable discount.
Ask anyone who has been with us before, you don’t want to miss out!
The program this year will be the Church Basement Ladies in a rollicking play entitled “Rise
Up O Men”. There will be great entertainment and plenty of food!
We need reservations no later than August 15. Make checks out to Methodist Temple, noting
on the lower left corner of the check that it is for Derby Playhouse. The sign-up sheet will be
at Connection Central Too.

Active
Threat
Workshop
On July 18 at 1:00 p.m., Methodist

Temple will host an Active Threat Seminar
presented by Officer Nick Sandullo from
the Evansville Police Department. The
presentation will last approximately one hour
and will be followed by a time of discussion
where Officer Sandullo will answer your
questions.
An active threat is defined as any incident
which creates an immediate threat or
presents an imminent danger to the
community. In addition to offenders armed
with firearms, other types of weapons or
instruments may be used by those who want
to cause harm. Active threat situations are
very dynamic and can evolve quickly. Officer
Sandullo will give us tips on what to look for
and how to respond using the “A.L.I.C.E.”
system.
The staff of Methodist Temple and
Methodist Temple Children’s Center will be
attending, but those in the congregation and
community are welcome to attend, as well.
Please contact the office at 812.476.1306 to
let us know if you’d like to attend (we want
to make sure we have enough space).

help MAKE METHODIST
TEMPLE A CRIME FREE ZONE

Camp
Odyssey
Camp Odyssey will be held at Temple Hills
Retreat Center July 22- 27th. Camp will
start Sunday at 1:30 p.m. and end Friday
at 2:00 p.m. We encourage students to
have parents drop them off and pick them
up, however if a ride is needed please
contact Sean Welcher. Temple Hills is a
short 45 -minute drive from Evansville.
This summer camp experience will be
anything but typical for the youth. We
will have daily activities like a low-ropes
obstacle course, swimming, sports
competitions, and more. We will have
the discipleship theme of S.E.R.V.E.
throughout the camp week which will
include morning chapel, small group time,
and a main session each evening with live
music.
This promises to be a memorable and
transformative camp experience. The cost
will be kept very low at $50 per person.
Scholarships are available if needed.
We have poured a lot of energy and
resources into making Odyssey a summer
camp that really impacts our young people
in their spiritual development and life
with God. We are super excited about
this opportunity to really do something
fantastic with our kids at a place that they
will come to know and love.
Please follow this link
to our website to sign up for Camp
Odyssey. https://campodyssey.wixsite.
com/campodyssey/sign-up-for-camp

The UMW would like to announce the following scholarship winners:
The winners of the Claudia Hyde Scholarships ($350.00 each) are Ryder Burns,
Courtney Forney, and Alexandra Harrison
The winners of the Ethel Montague Scholarships ($350.00 each) are Katelynn
Fahrer and Isabella McGregor.

Save the Date

Join us August 11 for our annual Women’s
Retreat! Our theme this year is “Tell Me the
Stories of Jesus”. There will be music, food,
Bible Study, great fellowship, and inspiration.
Contact Janet Pollack, 812.909.5279, for more
information.

Audio/Visual Ministry

United Caring Services is a community of
caring that will break the cycle of poverty
and homelessness. The Methodist Temple
Community Transformation team provides a
hot meal to UCS on the last Thursday of every
month; they will be volunteering on Thursday,
July 26. Please contact Pastor JillAnn,
associatepastor@methodisttemple.church if you
are interested in joining our monthly team.

We are always looking for members
wishing to find a way to serve during
worship services. If you happen to fall in
that category, please consider assisting
with our audio/visual and graphics ministry.
We provide training at your convenience.
The technical knowledge required is
minimal…if you can click an arrow button
on a computer keyboard, you are well on
your way to being able to run our Sunday
morning graphics. Our worship schedules
are flexible and allow each person to
volunteer as many or as few Sundays as
they desire. If you are interested in any of
these opportunities, please contact Don
Travis at dtravis@methodisttemple.church.

JULY CALENDAR
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Communion
Sunday

July 2018

2

Wed

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

3

Thu
4

6:00 pm
Missions

5:00 pm
Bible in a Year

Fri

9:00 am 5
SAMs Exercise
9:30 am
Ladies Bible
Study

Sat
6

7

13

14

9:30 am
Temple Kidz
Playgroup

11:30 am

Building/Office
Closed

8

9

Blood Pressure
Sunday

8:30 a.m.
Gospel Choir
Performance
5:00 pm
Bible in a Year

10

11

5:30 pm

12
9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

9:30 am
Ladies Bible
Study

6:00 pm
Community
Transformation

Trustees
Meeting

SAM’s Out to Lunch
Bunch

9:30 am
Temple Kidz
Playgroup

6:00 pm
UMW Board
Meeting

Middle School Camp July 9th - July 14th

15
5:00 pm
Bible in a Year

16
4:00 pm
Endowment
Meeting

17

18

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

9:30 am
Ladies Bible
Study

23

24

25

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise
6:00 pm
Tap House
Theology

30

9:00 am 26
SAMs Exercise
9:30 am
Ladies Bible
Study
4:30 pm
United Caring
Services Meal

Camp Odyssey July 22nd - July 27th

31
9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

5:00 pm
Bible in a Year

9:00 am
Casserole
Club

21

5:00 pm
Hospitality

5:00 pm
Bible in a Year

29

20

9:30 am
Temple Kidz
Playgroup

11:30 am
SAMs Luncheon

7:00 pm
SPRC

22

19

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

27

28

9:30 am
Temple Kidz
Playgroup
New Hope Meal
11:30 am
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