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Our mission is to put our faith into action in order to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world. Our goal is to bring you closer to God,
help you grow in your faith, and support you today,
tomorrow, and always.
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MT BY THE NUMBERS
The Finance Office reports contributions and donations to
missions monthly. Please contact Mechelle Cato at finance@
methodisttemple.church if you have any questions.

Total Missions for June: $1,120.00.
Total Budget for June: $28,814.97.

Date

7lb 13 oz
21 inches
Alexander James was born to
parents, Audrey & John, on
September 18 at 10:41 a.m.

Attendance
8:30

11:00

Total

August 26

160

106

266

September 2

106

96

202

September 9

117

131

248

September 16

124

111

235

Food for Thought
When God seems silent in my life,
I usually find it’s because I’ve either
stopped asking questions or stopped
taking the time to listen to for the
answers. -Melissa Spoelstra

Learning to Trust
Join us as we Learn to Trust this November.
Stewardship Sunday will be November 25.
When I was very young, probably six or seven, my parents signed me up for swimming
lessons. While I can’t remember my teacher’s name or who my fellow students were, I can
remember the fear I felt when I first entered the water. Particularly, I remember how hard it was
to learn to dive into the deep end. Much of the time, I was left to trust the encouragement of
the teacher who assured us that she would never let us drown. Fortunately, she was right,
and we didn’t drown, but we did do some belly busters and swallowed water. These are
occupational hazards of learning to swim.
Faith is a lot like learning to swim and, yes, Jesus is our swim instructor. Faith isn’t about
having God figured out -- that would be idolatrous, arrogant, and dangerous. It isn’t about
something that happens after we die -- God is already with us here and now. It isn’t even about
being saved from our suffering -- pain is often God’s greatest teacher. Instead, faith is about
learning to jump into the great and unfathomable abyss of God’s endless love.
At Methodist Temple, we use three verbs to describe the process of learning to swim in God’s
embrace. They are connect, share, and explore. We believe, as Father Richard Rohr has noted,
that we don’t think ourselves into a new way of trusting, but we live ourselves into having the
confidence that Jesus offers. Please ponder that. Trust grows as we connect with others,
share our gifts with them and learn to find the face of God in all the faces we see, including our
own. Jesus (remember that guy?) taught us that love and trust in God is cultivated by loving
our neighbors as ourselves.
I know, I know. This connect, share, and explore business can sound very basic and in some
ways cliché. Yet, it is what is needed if we, the church, will have a future that is tied more to
faithfulness rather than an institution. We are called to be part of a movement, not a club.
This is why our fall stewardship series is centered on a way of life which includes connecting,
sharing, and exploring. Starting with the first Sunday in November, you will be invited to stick
your toes into the waters of God’s grace, and maybe even jump in, as we wrestle with these
three themes.
Blessings, Pastor Andy Payton

The Power of Tradition in Music
By Don Travis

I’ve felt so warmly welcomed by the congregation and by all involved in the music ministry
these past few months as I’ve stepped into the role of Director of Music. Thank you
everyone for your support and enthusiasm!
For the last two years I have held the position of Contemporary Worship Coordinator,
responsible for selecting the music to be sung, organizing and rehearsing the musicians
who will serve, and working with the pastors to prepare a meaningful contemporary
worship service. I had actually been involved in the Methodist Temple Music Ministry long
before I held that role. I can trace my ancestry back to the installation of the new organ
and the complete transformation of our sanctuary and music center. I’ve worked alongside
a number of pastors and music leaders. My passion for music led to me participate in
almost every musical group that has served, either by singing or playing an instrument,
and many times I had the privilege and responsibility of directing those groups. I also
participated, alongside Pastor John Hopkins, as part of the group that helped initiate our
current contemporary worship service. My history in music at Methodist Temple is long
and strong. It has been a great joy in my life to serve, and now to lead, our choirs and
music groups.
I recognize that there have been some concerns about an underlying change in how
we use music during what I shall call our traditional service-the one that still uses our
magnificent organ and Temple Choir. Nothing could be further from the truth! In reality,
I hope to build upon our past successes and musicality. I hope to grow our Temple
Choir and find ways for Methodist Temple musicians to share their talents with our entire
congregation, regardless of the hour they come to praise and worship.
There is an absolute necessity of maintaining our Temple Choir! The Temple Choir is a long
standing tradition at Methodist Temple; however, just because something is “traditional”,
it can be and is still relevant for what our Church needs today. Traditions enrich the life
of our church. We need to continue to improve upon what we hold important to the life
of Methodist Temple. Biblically, the Book of Psalms is filled with detailed notes to the
music director explaining the style, the melody, and the occasion of a particular song. Old
Testament worship was led by great numbers of trained singers and musicians. This is
why the choir is so important to worship. Our choir is called to lead worship by providing
an opportunity to move our church family toward deep, genuine worship.
If you feel called to lead worship through music, please reach out to me at dtravis@
methodisttemple.church. If you love to sing and can carry a tune, I have a place for you!
“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord. Serve the Lord with gladness; come before His
presence with singing.” Psalm 100:1-2

Children & Family Ministries

Kidz Night
All Temple Kidz in Kindergarten through
5th grade are invited to join us for Kidz
Night on Friday, October 19 from 6:007:45 p.m. for food, fellowship and fun!
Because Halloween is just around the
corner, kids (and adult volunteers!)
are welcome to come in costume that
evening. Our theme this month will
be “God is Bigger.” Kidz will get to
participate in Story Time, Crafts and
Games that remind us that God is Bigger
Than our Fears.

Noisy Offering

Thank you for all of your Noisy Offering
contributions, which made it possible for
us to make church camp an extremely
affordable experience for 12 Temple
Kidz this year! By popular request from
church congregants, the noisy offering
is back as a general fundraiser for
children’s ministry, so please feel free
to take part by bringing in your loose
change on the last Sunday of each
month!

Give Thanks!
As we prepare our hearts for a season
of Thanksgiving, we are excited to
transform our Prayer Wall into a space
where our congregation can share
their prayers of gratitude! Each week
throughout November, we invite you to
share a specific prayer of thanks that will
be displayed on our Prayer Wall. This
movement will kick off on November 4,
which is All Saints Day. We encourage
you to begin thinking about the saints for
whom you are thankful!

Boot Camp

Boys and girls in fourth and fifth grade
gather monthly for Boot Camp, a time
for fun activities, team building, and
growing closer to Christ and to each
other. We meet this month on October
5 from 6:00- 8:00 p.m. Boot Camp is
led by a volunteer team of counselors
from the congregation who have positive
attitudes and integrity as well as a strong
commitment to safety and to Christian
values.

Join us on Sunday November 11
at 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary as
the Temple Kidz share their gifts
during our Temple Kidz Talent
Show.
If you are a member of our Senior
Adult Ministry, you have been
identified as a Very Important
Person at this event and we hope
you will enjoy the VIP seating
reserved especially for you!

Temple Kidz
Talent Show

We invite every child to participate
and look forward to seeing a
wide range of giftedness! If you
have a child who is interested in
performing, please submit her/his talent information no later than October 26 so that we
may accommodate their needs! You may do so by calling the church office or by emailing
mharding@methodisttemple.church.
A rehearsal will be held on Saturday, November 10 at 10:00 a.m. for all Kidz who are
participating!

How the Grinch
Found Jesus
Attention: Every aspiring Who down in Whoville, the
tall and the small!
Join us for our Pageant Kickoff with no reservations
at all! We’ll meet Sunday, October 7 from 5:00-7:00
p.m. in the Music Center to begin preparing for our
Christmas pageant this winter! Our Temple Kidz and
Friends will be performing How the Grinch found Jesus to help
the Grinch realize that the love of God frees us!

During Open Community this past spring, over half of our participants were not members
of Methodist Temple. Many of them, our pastors learned, were in between churches or had
not been inside a church building for years. Yet Open Community felt like a safe first step
to try again. Several of these visitors loved Open Community so much that they wanted to
continue - to take a second step in a small group study where they could learn more about
the class' topic and get to know church members. At the time, however, there was no
follow-up act.
This fall, we’re taking some of the best of our Open Community traditions and blending them
with new ways to reach the people of Evansville. We have retooled Open Community so
that everyone - members and visitors - will find it meaningful. In this new format, people can
choose how deeply they want to engage. Open Community can be a first step or a deep
dive; a chance to meet a new community or to reconnect with old friends. Our topic this
October will be Immigration Justice in the United States.
On Wednesday, October 10, please join us for delicious dinner, catered by Fazoli’s, followed
by a discussion led by Patti Gutierrez, a consultant for Hispanic ministries. *While dinner is
free, donations to defray the cost are gratefully accepted.
In addition to this dinner & discussion, we will be hosting a five week book study on
Welcoming the Stranger: Justice, Compassion, and Truth in the Immigration Debate
Wednesday nights. The study will be led by members of Methodist Temple. You can order
the book for $5 from our church office.

Immigration Justice in the USA
Schedule

Book Study

5:15 p.m. Drop- off Kidz
5:30 p.m. Dinner
6:00 p.m. Discussion
7:15 p.m. Pick up Kidz

When: October 17, 24, 31 &
November 7, 14
Cost: $5 per book

Childcare
Free childcare is provided for
infants- fifth graders on October
10. Kidz are invited to attend the
meal. Please drop them off at the
Celebration Center prior to the
discussion. For the duration of
the book study, childcare will be
provided upon request.

Please note dinner will not be provided for the
duration of the study.

Dinner & Discussion
When: October 10 at 5:30 p.m.
Meal: Catered by Fazoli’s
Discussion: Led by Patti Gutierrez

RSVP at www.methodisttemple.church, at the church
office, at Connection Central Too, or on Facebook.

Temple Hills
Fall Outing
Everyone is invited to our annual Fall Outing at Temple Hills this October
28 from 2:00 -6:00 p.m. We will provide the meat and drinks. Please bring
a side or dessert as you are able. We will have a short Vespers service
following the meal. Please contact Pete Anderson, 812.205.5553, if you
have any questions.

Missions Survey
On Laity Sunday (October 21), you will find a brief survey inside your worship
bulletin. This survey was created by the Missions Committee in order to gauge
interest in adult or inter-generational mission trips, particularly for summer and
fall 2019. If people can't complete the survey on October 21, surveys will be
available the following Sunday at Connection Central (at its new location in the
Atrium).

Vamos a la Fiesta !

!

Join us on October 4 at 11:30 a.m. for the SAM’s
(Senior Adult Ministry) ‘Out-to-Lunch Bunch’. We
will be eating at the Jalisco Mexican Restaurant,
4044 Professional Lane, Newburgh.
Our SAMs Luncheon will take place on October 18
from 11:30 a.m.- 1:00 p.m. Anne Fiedler, Oramay
Cluthe Eades, Distinguished Professor of Music
at the University of Evansville, will be our musical
guest. The cost per meal is $7.00. Please sign
up at Connection Central Too. If you are able to
provide a dessert for the luncheon, place a (D) by
your name so we know how to plan.

High School Retreat

High school Youth Refuge will be having our fall overnight at Temple Hills Retreat Center on
November 2-4 for any 9th-12th grade student.
We will leave Methodist Temple on Friday, October 21 at 6:00 p.m. Dinner will be provided
once we arrive at Temple Hills. We will return back to church on Sunday, October 23 at 9:45
a.m., following the first service. Students can be picked up 9:45 a.m. in the lower level youth
area. *Please note that only parents or an approved adult can pick up students.
Students are welcome to stay for Sunday School hour from 9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. as well
as to attend worship at 11:00 a.m. They must be picked up no later than 12:30 p.m. on
November 4 following worship.
Retreat sign up forms will be available during Sunday School and Youth Group or at the
Church office starting the 23rd of September. Sign up by October 31st.

As of Sunday, October 7, Connection Central will have a new home in the Atrium.
Volunteers will staff Connection Central from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. each Sunday, to
ensure that visitors to our church always have a helping hand. If you need to sign up
for a church activity, ask a question about a ministry, or want a copy of the Methodist
Temple Magazine, please stop by Connection Central. Scrip cards will continue to be
sold from 9:30 a.m.- 11:00 a.m. to benefit our youth ministry.

UMW Fellowship Meetings
All the women of the church are welcome
to join UMW! We enjoy fellowship and
devotions, we learn about UMW mission
projects around the world, and we earn
money to donate to mission work. If you
are interested, please consider attending
one of the following meetings this month!
Sarah Fellowship meets the second
Tuesday evening every other month. Sarah
will meet on October 9 at 6:00 p.m. in
Room 202. For questions, contact Vivian
Taylor at 812.477.6777.
Miriam Fellowship meets the third
Wednesday morning each month.
Miriam's October meeting will be on
the 17th at 9:30 a.m. in Room 204. For
questions, contact Janet Pollock at
812.909.5279.

Scout Popcorn Sales
Buying Scout popcorn from Methodist
Temple's Troop and Pack 301 is a great way
to continue our congregation's tradition of
supporting the first troop in Evansville! The
sale will run through Saturday, October 20.
We will have a Show and Sell table in the
hall (near Fellowship Hall) on Sunday,
September 23 & 30 as well as on October 7
& 14.
You may also call our Scout families to
order: Gavin Gill (parents: Matt and Nicole,
812.476.9957), Davin and Drew Remley
(parent: Melinda, 812.431.1263), and Luke
Schweickart (parents: Mark and Linda,
812.453.0602). Pack families include
Ewan Higgins (parents: Alan and Holly,
1.260.413.9730) and Eli Hurt (parent: Alissa,
812.401.5123).
We really appreciate your support!

UMW RAISIN FILLED COOKIES
The United Methodist Women will bake raisinfilled cookies in early November. Measuring
will be on October 30, mixing on October 31,
and baking on November 1. Cookies may
be picked up on November 1 or on Sunday,
November 4.
To order cookies ($7.00 per dozen), contact
Vivian Taylor at 812.477.6777 or vtaylor435@
sbcglobal.net. To sign up to work, contact
Jean Freeze at 812.490-2491 or defreeze@att.
net.

Community News
Value Every Child

United Caring Services

On October 20 from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., Lutheran
Church of Our Redeemer will
host a community project with a goal to provide 1,000
bags to children in foster care in
Vanderburgh County, through a collaborative project
“Value Every Child.”

United Caring Services is a homeless
shelter and services agency that
provides people in need of access to
crisis stabilization services through
six life-saving programs: a day shelter
(drop in center) for men, women,
and children, emergency temporary
shelter for single men and women,
additional “white/red flag” emergency
shelter during inclement weather, an
innovative homeless medical respite
for men and women, and low income
studio apartments. Visit their website
to learn more about their mission. Join
the Community Transformation team
on Thursday, October 25 from 4:306:00 p.m. to serve a hot meal to the
UCS community.

Lutheran Church of Redeemer has partnered with
The Isaiah 1:17 Project, 911 Gives Hope, Young and
Established, Vanderburgh County CASA, and several
University of Evansville student organizations to kick
off the “Value Every Child” campaign. On August 1,
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer began collecting
monetary donations and items to put in 1,000 bags of
hope for children in care.
Currently Indiana is ranked 3rd in the US for child abuse
cases, while Vanderburgh County ranks 3rd in Indiana
for the number of Children in Need of Services cases.
There are 857 children currently in the judicial system
due to abuse and neglect by their parent or guardian.
There are 150 foster families in Vanderburgh County.
There is a great need for both foster families and
advocates for children in the system.
The goal of the “Value Every Child” campaign is to
not only prepare bags for children in foster care, but
to educate the community on the foster care crisis
and encourage and inspire individuals to consider
becoming a foster family or a CASA – a court
appointed special advocate.
Donations to “Value Every Child” can be made by
texting LCOR to 77977 and select Value Every Child
under “FUND.” Donations can also be made through
the following websites: http://theisaiah117project.org/
bag-of-hope/ or www.redeemerchurch.org. A list of
items being collected can be found on both websites.
Items can be dropped off at Lutheran Church of Our
Redeemer at 1811 Lincoln Avenue. Donations are tax
deductible. Please donate by October 20.

United Methodist
Youth Home
Haven't seen the new boy's home
yet? Come tour with us! We love
having congregations, women's
groups, men's groups, and different
organizations to connect with.
We are always super eager to
show our community what our
organization has to offer. Contact
our Development Assistant, Tia at
812.479.7535 to schedule a time to
learn more about the youth home!

Thank You!

Dear Methodist Temple Church Family,
Thank you for all your prayers, love and concern when
I was in the hospital recently for my pacemaker. I've
been known to say, "We have no relatives in Indiana."
As of this recent hospitalization, I have a huge church
family. You are the BEST!! Love, Helen Fisher.
I wish to thank everyone who has been so kind and for
the cards. Arletta Seifert

Feel free to submit your questions to
Wendy Moore at info@methodisttemple.
church (please indicate “Question for
Newsletter” in the subject line).
Question: What is the Columbarium?
Answer: A columbarium is a memorial wall
with niches (or ‘compartments’) behind the
nameplate for urns containing ashes of loved
ones. Many people who are cremated choose
to place the urn in a columbarium because
it gives them a physical place for them to
connect with their loved one. Although ashes
can be scattered somewhere special or left at
home in an urn on the mantel, they are safest
when they are placed inside of a columbarium.
A nameplate is installed when a person’s ashes
are placed in the niche.
Infant baptism, Holy Communion, marriages,
and weekly worship are all celebrated within
our church. The Columbarium continues our
ministry to families at the time of death by
providing, for those who choose, a dignified
space for burial at the church. This provides a
sacred place where family and friends may visit
at any time.
Our Columbarium was built in 2004 and is
located in the Memorial Garden off Lincoln
Avenue. It contains 84 niches (of which 14 are
available for purchase). For more information
about the Columbarium or purchasing a niche,
please contact the Church Office.

Dear Methodist Temple,
Thank you for all the prayer cards and concerns. When
I was at North River, Leola Ahrens brought a beautiful
bouquet of altar flowers to me. I am now at home. With
Deep Appreciation, Betty Schofield
Thank you all for attending my birthday celebration. You
were wonderful. Happy to see you all. Special thanks
to the people who helped set up / serve / and clean up.
Love & prayers to all, Wanda Erwin
Thanks to all the support from the church and from
family and friends of the Scouts--and thanks to Green
Tree Plastics’ reduction of the number of pounds of
plastic lids needed for a four-foot bench from 200 to
100 pounds--the Girl Scouts have collected enough
pounds of plastic lids for four benches! The first bench
has been placed at Deaconess Children’s Enrichment
Center Midtown in the playground for toddlers. This
was the service project for last school year’s Cadettes
for their Silver Award. The second bench, for last year’s
Juniors’ Bronze Award, was donated to Deaconess
Enrichment Center East for its children’s playground.
The third bench was a project of all three of Methodist
Temple’s Scout groups: Girl Scout Troop 32, Cub
Scout Pack 301, and Boy Scout Troop 301. Each group
sorted and cleaned a third of the lids and paid a third of
the cost of processing the lids for a bench and having
a plaque made for the bench. On September 25 it was
placed in the garden area in front of the Columbarium,
west of Methodist Temple’s Sanctuary. The fourth
bench, a project of this school year’s new Cadettes
for their Silver Award, will be given to Deaconess
Children’s Enrichment Center Midtown for the older
pre-school children’s playground.
All the Scouts truly appreciate your help!
Thank you very much!
Methodist Temple’s Girl Scout Troop 32

OCTOBER CALENDAR
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

5:30 pm
Children’s
Council
6:00 pm
Missions
Meeting

7

World
Communion
Sunday

8

5pm Kidz
Pageant
Rehearsal

14

Blood Pressure
Sunday

2

3

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

6:00 pm
Choir Practice

9:00 am 9
SAMs Exercise

16

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

5:00 pm
Bible in a Year

6:00 pm
Finance Meeting

7:00 pm
High School

7:00 pm
SPRC Meeting

22

6:00 pm
Praise Team
6:30 pm
Guys Night

10
11:30 am
UMW Devotions/
Sack Lunch

5:00 pm
Bible in a Year

4:00 pm
Endowment
Meeting

5:30 pm Meal
6:00 pm
Discussion
9:30 am 17
Miriam
Fellowship

5:30 pm
Middle School

28
FALL OUTING @
Temple Hills

29

6:30 pm
Guys Night
8:00 am
30
UMW Cookie
Prep

24

12

13

19

20

6:00 pm

11

6:00 pm
Choir Practice
9:00 am 18
SAMs Exercise
9:30 am
Ladies’ Bible
Study
11:30 am
SAMs Luncheon

9:00 am 25
SAMs Exercise

Kidz Night
6:00 pm

26

27

9:30 am
Ladies’ Bible
Study
6:00 pm
No Meal
Provided
8:00 am 31
UMW Cookie
Mixing

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

6:00 pm
Choir Practice

New Hope Meal
11:30 am

Scouting Ministries:
Cub Scouts Mondays at 6:15pm
Boy Scouts Wednesdays at 6:15pm

6:00 pm
Praise Team
6:30 pm
Guys Night

6

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

5:00 pm
Hospitality Team
6:00 pm
Choir Practice

6:00 pm
No Meal
Provided

23

6:00 pm
Praise Team

5

9:30 am
Ladies’ Bible
Study

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise
5pm Kidz
Pageant
Rehearsal

Sat

11:30 am

6:30 pm
Guys Night

6:30 pm
Guys Night

15

9:00 am
4
SAMs Exercise
9:30 am
Ladies’ Bible
Study
SAM’s Out to
Lunch Bunch

6:00 pm
Praise Team

5:30 pm
Trustees

Fri

6:00 pm
Praise Team

5pm Kidz
Pageant
Rehearsal

21

Thu

6:00 pm
Sarah Fellowship

5:00 pm
Bible in a Year
5:30 pm
Middle School
7:00 pm
High School

Wed

6:00 pm
No Meal
Provided

Girl Scouts Thursdays at 6pm
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