When I am afraid, I
put my trust in you.
Psalm 56:3
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Our mission is to put our faith into action in order to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world. Our goal is to bring you closer to God,
help you grow in your faith, and support you today,
tomorrow, and always.
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Bob Attebery - Custodian
Evelyn Fields - Custodian
Al Nation - Maintenance

Follow us
Facebook: www.facebook.com/methodisttemple
Twitter: @MethodistTemple • Instagram: Methodist_
Temple • Download our app on Google Play & iTunes

Contact Us

2109 Lincoln Ave. Evansville, IN 47714
812.476.1306
www.methodisttemple.church

Join Us
Traditional Worship 8:30 a.m.
Contemporary Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Hour 9:45-10:45 a.m.

Current Sermon Series:

Connect
Share
Explore

90

+

Phyllis Eckels

September 4 • 94 years old
1405 E. Park Drive
Evansville, IN 47714

Vivian Williams

September 18 • 96 years old
2537 N. Heidelbach Avenue
Evansville, IN 47711

Wanda Erwin

September 18 • 90 years old
827 Irvin Avenue
Evansville, IN 47715

Virginia Adye

September 19 • 90 years old
736 S. Englewood Avenue
Evansville, IN 47714

Belated 90+

Herb Weyer

August 16 • 90 years old
3001 Galaxy Dr.
Evansville, IN 47715

*Please send belatedly a birthday card
to Mr. Weyer; apologies from the office
staff as we forgot to add him to the
August Magazine.
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MT BY THE NUMBERS
The Finance Office reports contributions and donations to
missions monthly. Please contact Mechelle Cato at finance@
methodisttemple.church if you have any questions.

Total Missions for June: $1,630.00.
Total Budget for June: $58,511.18.

Date

Attendance
8:30

11:00

Total

July 22

120

114

234

July 29

151

95

246

August 5

140

122

262

August 12

122

133

255

August 19

122

93

215

Food for
Thought
How can you, in practical
ways, show gratitude to
God today for sending Jesus to die on
the cross for your sins?

RE

When I first came to Methodist Temple a little more than a year ago, and I was given a
tour of the church building, the thing that stood out to me most was Connection Central.
I thought it was fantastic that a church would create a space to plug people into church
life and welcome newcomers. It didn’t take me long to learn that many members of our
church family value this resource and want to see it grow.
This fall, Methodist Temple is in a season of change. We’ve discerned the gifts that
God has given us to CONNECT with one another, SHARE our gifts through service, and
EXPLORE faith. People are trying new things and reinvigorating our beloved traditions.
We’re discovering what it means to be church in this time and place.
So we needed to figure out where and how Connection Central fits into the life of our
church now. First, our Visioning & Discernment Team decided that we want Connection
Central to serve as many people as possible as meaningfully as possible. However,
the flow and function of our physical space has changed in the past couple of years.
Whereas the Fellowship Hall used to be the hub of activity on Sunday mornings, the
Atrium is now the place to be! Someone visiting Methodist Temple for the first time
would be much more likely to find themselves chatting over coffee in the Atrium than in
the Fellowship Hall.
The next step was to receive input from more of our Connection Central volunteers, as
well as other leaders in our church who interact with visitors. This new “Welcome Team”
will work together to make guests to our church community feel at home. The volunteers
said that, most Sundays, they talk to only a handful of folks at Connection Central. They
felt far away from the very people they wanted to reach. The Welcome Team agreed that,
to serve both visitors and members better, it’s time for a change.
Accordingly, by October 7 (the first Sunday in October), Connection Central will be
moved to the Atrium. It will be located in front of our beautiful stained glass wall next to
the Nursery. The couches, snack table, coffee cart, and KIDZ registration will all remain,
with perhaps just a little shuffling for ease of foot-traffic. In this location, Connection
Central can once again fulfill its purpose: to be a hub of welcome and hospitality for all
who walk through the doors.
Blessings, Pastor JillAnn
Please contact Associate Pastor JillAnn Knonenborg, associatepastor@methodisttemple.
church or 812.476.1306, for additional information regarding these changes.

Back to Ministry

Due to the positive feedback surrounding
our Connect • Share • Explore initiative,
Methodist Temple has developed two
additional ministries as well as opened
up a prayer group for you all. If you
are looking to get involved this fall,
please make sure to fill out a connect
card located at the Welcome Center,
Connection Central, or in the pews on
Sunday morning.
New Ministry Opportunities:
Are you interested in getting active? Join
our Walking Group at the State Hospital
Scout Center Parking Lot on September 4
at 5:30 p.m. for a short devotional and 30
minute walk. Bring your spouse, your kids,
your dog, or your friends and join us for
a fun evening! Contact Melinda Remley,
rem1rigs@hotmail.com, for additional
information.
Do you like meeting new people? Join
us for an informational meeting on our
new Visitation Team on September 12
at 5:30 p.m. in the Fishbowl. Contact
Sandy Server, 812.629.4160, for more
information on the Visitation Team. RSVP
for the informational meeting by emailing
info@methodisttemple.church.
Contemplative Prayer with Pastor Andy:
Explore contemplative prayer with Pastor
Andy on Wednesdays at noon in room 205
starting September 12. The session begins
with a short devotional followed by 5 to 10
minutes of silent prayer. Contact Pastor
Andy, leadpastor@methodisttemple.
church, for more information.

Question: What is Temple Hills and how
did we come to own it?
Answer: Records are sketchy as to where
the idea for a Retreat Center came from. But
the two or three people who led the charge
and kept the dream going were Rev. Robert
Pollock, Mr. Don McGinness, and Mr. Clem
Pirkle.
In May 1966, the idea of a Retreat Center
was brought before the Official Board and
an ‘Investigation Committee’ was formed.
Methodist Temple acquired 40 acres of
ground in Pike County from the Clement
Pirkle family. About this time, another 80
acres of land adjoining the Pirkle’s 40 acres
was purchased for $6,000. By February
1967, all real estate transactions were
finalized, and the property officially belonged
to Methodist Temple. A contest was held to
select the name for the Retreat Center, with
the winning selection being “Temple Hills.”
The first event at Temple Hills was an
Adult Retreat on March 1-3, 1968. By this
time, the Lodge building was practically
completed; the earthen dam had been
finished and the lake was filling with water;
and an out-of-doors religious meeting place
had been made. Consecration Services were
held for Temple Hills on October 20, 1968.
Please check out our website, www.
methodisttemple.church, Facility Rental, to
learn more about the Temple Hills amenities.

Immigration Justice in the USA

This fall, a revamped version of Open Community will become a central piece of our church’s
vision to CONNECT, SHARE, and EXPLORE. Every few months, Methodist Temple will host a
speaker on a topic relevant to people across Evansville. We plan for Open Community to be
truly open to the community. In the five weeks following the lecture, we’ll host a book study
for those who want to learn more and to connect with new people.
Join us for our first session on Wednesday, October 10, at 5:30 p.m., as we discuss
immigration justice in the United States. Our speaker, Patti Gutierrez, is a writer and
consultant for Hispanic Catholic ministries in Kentucky. We will cater in Fazoli’s for this first
night. While dinner is free, donations to defray the cost are gratefully accepted.
The book study group will meet in the evening on October 17, 24, and 31, and November
7 and 14, to read and discuss Welcoming the Stranger: Justice, Compassion, and Truth
in the Immigration Debate. You can order the book for $5 from our church office beginning
September 1. We will provide free childcare every night for infants through fifth graders.
Please note that dinner will not be provided for the duration of the book study.

Find our Facebook Event!
RSVP at www.methodisttemple.church.

Kidz News
Attention Kindergarten through 3rd Grade
Families!!

Middle school Youth Refuge will be having
our fall overnight at Temple Hills Retreat
Center on September 21-23 for any 6th - 8th
grade student.
We will be leaving the church on the 21st
at 6:00 p.m. and will have dinner (probably
pizza) once we arrive at Temple Hills at
7:00 p.m. We will arrive back to church on
Sunday the 23rd at 9:45 a.m. following the
first service.
Students can be picked up 9:45 a.m. in the
Youth Area. Please note that only parents
or an approved adult are allowed to pick up
students.
Students are welcome to stay for Sunday
School hour from 9:45 - 10:45 a.m. as well
as to attend Contemporary Worship at
11:00 a.m. They must be picked up no later
than 12:30 p.m. on September 23 following
Contemporary Worship.

Do you speak Holy Moly? We’re excited to
offer Holy Moly Sunday School for all kids
kindergarten to third grade! Kindergarten and
first graders meet together in one class while
second and third graders meet together in
another. Both classes are led by teams of
energetic teachers who are enthusiastic about
teaching kids to love God and each other.
We’re learning each week through hearing the
Bible story, doing activities, and Bible story
videos. You can find a link about Holy Moly on
our Children & Family Ministries page of our
website, www.methodisttemple.church.
Attention 4th & 5th Grade Families!!
We’re excited to offer Connect: a Sunday
School class especially for preteens! In our
upcoming Connect lessons, our preteens will
be exploring God’s big story with Becky, Todd,
and friends as they explore and retell stories
from the Bible. Each week in Connect, we’ll
dive into the Bible to see and explore biblical
themes through animated videos and handson activities.
Upcoming Events

Upcoming Youth Events

Boot Camp, our monthly ministry geared
toward 4th and 5th graders, will be on Friday,
September 7 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in the
basement of Methodist Temple. We’re going
to enjoy dinner together, play some games
like Hungry Hungry Humans (people version
of hungry hungry hippos), and have devotional
time. RSVP by September 14 to liz.riffert@
gmail.com.

September 21-23: Middle School Fall Retreat
October 13: Middle School Outing
October 20: High School Outing
November 15-18: High School Fall Retreat

Kidz Night, our monthly ministry geared
towards Kindergarteners through 5th graders,
will be on September 21 @ 6:00 p.m. There
will be dinner provided for the kidz & connect
groups for everyone to enjoy!

Sign up forms will be available during
Sunday School and Youth Group or at the
Church office starting the 26th of August.

A Call to Prayer &
Conversation
Human Sexuality
In February of 2019 a special session of General Conference will be meeting to discuss
the topic of human sexuality. Particularly, the discussion will be on the ordination of openly
gay clergy and if our clergy should preside over same sex weddings. Regardless of where
you find yourself on this or the many divisive issues in our world today, I challenge you to
remember that there are committed followers of Jesus Christ on both sides of this issue.
Also, what should and can unite us is our common search for a relationship with a God who
infinitely loves each of us. If you’re interested
in learning more about this special session
of General Conference, our Bishop will be
making a presentation at the Newburgh
United Methodist Church on October 30 at
6:30 p.m. If you can’t make it on October 30
you can attend the event in one of the other
districts to learn more about the Commission.
Please visit umc.org to learn more about
Commission: A Way Forward.
-Blessings, Pastor Andy Payton

SAMs is a place for adults to connect with others in a
Christian environment where all are accepted. Although it is
designed by seniors (over 65), our ministry and all events are
open to adults of all ages. Grandchildren are always invited!
Activities include the Out-to-Lunch Bunch, exercise groups,
luncheons at the church, and an annual trip to the Derby
Theatre. You do not need to be a member of Methodist
Temple to participate in SAMS.
In September, there will not be a luncheon at the church due
to the trip to the Derby Theatre. The Out-to-Lunch Bunch will
go to the Cork ‘n Cleaver, 650 S. Hebron Ave, on Thursday,
September 6 at 11:30 a.m. Everyone pays for their own meal.
Sign up at Connection Central Too.

Get Involved in
Ladies’ Bible Study
A new seven week Bible study for ladies will begin on Thursday, August 30. We'll gather on
Thursday mornings in room 204, from 9:30 - 11:00 a.m., to study the message of the Old
Testament prophet Jeremiah. We'll use a study guide by author Melissa Spoelstra, titled
"Daring to Hope in an Unstable World". The words of Jeremiah echo in our lives and culture
with great relevance. The prophet found himself in a nation known for materialism, economic
crisis, political upheaval, and religious plurality. Jeremiah's message to the people in their
uncertain times was that hope-filled living is possible even in an unstable world, when their
hope is placed in God alone! It's a message that speaks to us in our lives and circumstances
today. Our study will explore six hope-inspiring themes found throughout the chapters of
Jeremiah. As we dig into the Bible, we'll find God calling us to set aside our worry, fear, and
doubt - and dare to hope in the faithful love of the Lord.
This class is suited for women of any age and with any level of Bible study experience. All
you need to participate is a Bible and a workbook, which may be purchased for $4, at the
first meeting. Each week we'll watch and discuss a brief video and the additional information
we read about in our study guide. We also have a time of shared concerns and prayer. Our
class is a safe environment! You decide your own level of participation - you'll never be put
on the spot, and may choose to read or share or pray as you're comfortable. Best of all, we
share great fellowship, and the coffee pot is always on! Weekly attendance is not required we hope to see you as often as you're able! If childcare is needed, it can be arranged. Please
invite a friend or neighbor to join you. We're saving a place for you on August 30!

UMW Devotions & Sack Lunch
The United Methodist Women will meet Wednesday, September 12 at 11:30 a.m. in the
chapel. Following our devotions, we will meet in room 204 with our sack lunches. (Bring your
own lunch.) Iced tea and water will be available. Our program will be a report from the ladies
who attended the UMW Assembly in Columbus Ohio. The Assembly meets every four years.
UMW members from around the world meet for worship, workshops, classes and fellowship.
To be with 7500 women singing and praising God----It was heavenly.

Thank you!

Neighborhood Walk

Dear Methodist Temple,

Thank you for the card and well wishes. A
special thanks to Leola Ahrens who brought
me altar flowers while I was at Health South.
My new address is Willow Park 5050 Lincoln
Ave. Apt. 203 Evansville, IN 47715. Love, Sally
McGinness
Receiving your Get Well Card was so touching.
I don’t know how you knew that I had fallen
and broken bones in my hands but I loved
receiving your card and well wishes. I have
definitely felt healing power and am recovering
fully. Thank you for caring. Sincerely, Jane
Perkins
I want to thank all who prayed, called, & visited
Jim in the hospital, nursing home, & my home.
I learned that many of you knew him from the
school corporation. It felt so good to receive all
the support from my church family. Jim, too,
was amazed at the caring my church gave him.
You showered him with gifts, cards, and warm
smiles when you came to my home. I thank you
for all your love and support you have given me
through some difficult times. I learned as a child
that you don’t have to be nice to people, but
it sure feels good to have a nice church family
like you. Thank you! I love you all! May God
continue to bless this church. Evelyn Fields
Dear Congregation of Methodist Temple,
My heartfelt thanks to all of you for the
memorable “send off” you gave me on
Sunday, July 29. The service will always be
remembered for the “Inspiration” and “Joy” it
gave! Your generous cards, notes, and gifts,
including the dollars to just “have lunch out”
are very much appreciated.
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you kindly!
Joan Nevill

"Bloom where you're planted." My
grandmother loves that phrase. I understand
it to mean that wherever we find ourselves
in life - as individuals or as a community
- God can use us there. Sixty-eight years
ago, Methodist Temple was planted at 2109
Lincoln Avenue in Evansville. These days,
our congregants drive from all over the city
and even from across the River to gather as
a family on Lincoln Avenue. But how many
of us have wandered up the street or around
the corner to see the neighborhood that our
building shares with so many others? What is
life like for the people who see our big white
cross out their window in the morning? Is
their life different because a group of Jesus'
followers meet nearby?
On Tuesday, September 11 at 6:00 p.m., the
Community Transformation Team invites you
to take a twenty-minute stroll around our
neighborhood to observe and pray. We will
begin and end in front of the church office
door. Children and youth are welcome to
participate. Remember to wear your walking
shoes! Let's take this first literal step toward
blooming where we are planted.

FAITH & FAMILY NIGHT
University of Evansville has invited Methodist
Temple to attend their Faith & Family Night
on September 14 at 7:00 p.m. Their Women’s
Soccer team will be playing Purdue Fort Wayne
at Arad McCutchen Stadium. Make sure to tell
them which church you attend at the ticket box &
your admission will cost $3 per person.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

Communion
Sunday

2

5:00 pm
Bible in a Year

3
Church Ofﬁce
will be closed in
observervance of
Labor Day.

6:30 pm
Guys Night

9

4:00 pm
3rd Grade
Bible Class

5:00 pm
Bible in a Year
5:30 pm
Middle School
7:00 pm
High School

10

5:30 pm
Trustees
6:00 pm
Children’s
Council
6:00 pm
Missons
Meeting
6:15 pm
Cub Scouts

16

5:00 pm
Bible in a Year
5:30 pm
Middle School
7:00 pm
High School
MIDDLE SCHOOL
YOUTH RETREAT

17

9:00 am 11
SAMs Exercise
6:00 pm
Neighborhood
Prayer Walk/
Community
Transformation
6:00pm
UMW Board
Meeting
6:00 pm
Praise Team
6:30 pm
Guys Night

18

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

4:00 pm
Endowment
Meeeting
6:15 pm
Cub Scouts

6:00 pm
Praise Team

7:00 pm
SPRC

6:30 pm
Guys Night

23

24

5:00 pm
Bible in a Year

25

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

7:00 pm
High School

Endowment30
Meal
5:00 pm
Bible in a Year
5:30 pm
Middle School
7:00 pm
High School

5
12:00 pm
Contemplative
Prayer Group

9:00 am 6
SAMs Exercise
9:30 am

11:30 am

6:00 pm
Girl Scouts
6:15 pm
Boy Scouts

6:00 pm
Choir Practice

11:30 am 12
UMW Devotions
and Sack Lunch

9:00 am 13
SAMs Exercise

12:00 pm
Contemplative
Prayer Group

Ladies’ Bible Study

5:30 pm
Visitation
Meeting
6:15 pm
Boy Scouts
9:30 am
Miriam
Fellowship

19

12:00 pm
Contemplative
Prayer Group

6:15 pm
Boy Scouts

26
12:00 pm
Contemplative
Prayer Group

6:15 pm
Boy Scouts

6:00 pm

14

9:30 am

6:00 pm
Girl Scouts
6:00 pm
Choir Practice

15

9:00 am
Casserole
Club

7:00 pm
Faith and Family
Night
UE Women’s
Soccer Game

8:00 am
20
Derby Dinner
9:00 am
SAMs Exercise

6:00 pm
Praise Team
6:30 pm
Guys Night

8

Ladies’ Bible Study

21

22

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH RETREAT
Temple Hills

9:30 am

Ladies’ Bible Study

5:00 pm
Hospitality Team
6:00 pm

Tap House Theology

6:00 pm
Choir Practice

9:00 am 27
SAMs Exercise

Kidz Night

6:00 pm

28

29

9:30 am

Ladies’ Bible Study

4:30 pm

United Caring
Shelter Meal

6:15 pm
Cub Scouts

7

SAM’s Out to
Lunch Bunch

6:00 pm
Praise Team

5:30 pm
Middle School
7:00 pm
High School

Blood Pressure
Sunday

9:00 am 4
SAMs Exercise
5:30 pm
State Hospital
Walk/ Remley
Frp.Group

6:00 pm
Girl Scouts
6:00 pm
Choir Practice

New Hope Meal
11:30 am
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