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Join Us
Traditional Worship 8:30 a.m.
Contemporary Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Hour 9:45-10:45 a.m.

Current Sermon Series

MT BY THE NUMBERS
Contributions to missions are reported from the 15th of the
month to the 15th of the next month.Please contact Alex
Amick at the church office if you have any questions.

Total Missions: $ 614.00
Total Budget: $ 33,042.71

Phyllis Eckels

September 4 • 95 years old
1405 E. Park Drive
Evansville, IN 47714-2730

Vivian Williams

September 18 • 97 years old
2537 N. Heidelbach Avenue
Evansville, IN 47711-3233

Attendance
Date
July 21
July 28
August 4

8:30
126
94
119

11:00
80
83
112

Total
206
177
231

August 11

111

111

222

August 18

123

113

236

August 25

141

108

249

Wanda Erwin

September 18 • 91 years old
827 Irvin Avenue
Evansville, IN 47715-4123

Virginia Adye

September 19 • 91 years old
736 S. Englewood Avenue
Evansville, IN 47714-2026

Office hours return to normal on
September 3.
Monday through Friday, the office is
open from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.

The Pastor’s

Nook
The book we are currently
using for our staff devotions
is titled The Witness of
Jesus: Thirty Days of
Deeper Devotion in John
by Kenneth Schenck. This
book provides thirty days
of in-depth devotions on
Jesus’ “I AM” statements, his
dramatic signs, and more.
New Testament scholar Schenck (a professor at
Wesley Seminary in Marion, IN) reflects deeply on
the signs and symbols recorded in the gospel of
John that announced Jesus’ claim to be the longawaited Messiah. He has authored a series of
devotionals including The Passion of Jesus, The
Parables of Jesus and The Wisdom of Jesus.
(www.wesleyan.org/books)

Finding God in
Everyday Life

A few weeks ago, I had the opportunity to attend
a workshop on ‘church leadership during a season
of uncertainty and transition’. During the session,
the speaker articulated a reality that we can all
see: the way people interact and participate in the
life of congregations has shifted. We learned in
the session that one hundred years ago, 80% of
people connected to God through congregations;
eighty years ago, 65% of people connected to God
through congregations; sixty years ago it was 35%;
and today, only 18% of people connect to God
through a local congregation. Needless to say, this
is a seismic shift within the culture of Christianity.
There are many theories as to how we might
respond to this shift. Some have suggested that
we do what we used to do but with more intensity.
In other words, we copy the same beliefs and
practices that were prevalent a century ago, and
by doing so we’lll usher in revitalization. Others
have suggested that all hope is lost and the
answer is to give up completely. Then there are
those who find themselves in the middle. They
aren’t really sure what to do, but believe that God
isn’t done with the local congregation / church.
I find myself in the middle. I’m not really interested
in adopting beliefs and a worldview from a century
ago. At the same time, I’m not ready to give up
hope. Instead, it seems to me, we must seek
to get in on what God is currently doing within
and around us. For this reason, this October I’ll
be offering three sessions designed to help us
discover God’s presence in our everyday lives.
Using the Enneagram (ancient spirituality test see note to the right) as a starting point, I hope to
answer three basic questions: Who Am I? Who

Is God? Who Are We Together? We will discuss
common ways we fail to see God’s presence,
practices that help us connect to God in everyday
life, terminology that gives voice to what God is
doing, and ways to be in ministry.
You can sign up for the sessions at Connection
Central or at the church office. We will have a meal
at 5:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall and the sessions
will run from 6:00 to 7:00 PM on October 2, 9, and
16. Prior to the sessions, it is highly recommended
you take the Enneagram test. You can take it for
free at www.eclecticenergies.com/enneagram/test.
I hope you will join us.

The Enneagram “teaches that there are nine
different personality styles, one of which we
naturally gravitate toward and adopt in childhood
to cope and feel safe. Each type has a distinct
worldview and an underlying motivation that
powerfully influences how that type thinks, feels
and behaves. Unlike other personality typing
systems, the Enneagram shows us who we are at
both our best and worst and suggests ways we can
relax our grip on the self-defeating behaviors that
prevent us from becoming our best,
most authentic selves.”
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What can we do to change
things for the better?
We'll explore all these questions and more on Saturday, October 19, through the
Community Action Poverty Simulation (CAPS).
For an afternoon (1-4PM), you will step into the shoes of a real impoverished family and
struggle to survive for one simulated month. You may live as an elderly woman who
must decide between buying groceries or medication, as an older brother taking care of
younger siblings while his parents are incarcerated, or a single parent who cannot work a
job and pay for childcare.
This powerful experience will not leave you the same, and will you empower you to
address poverty in our community. The simulation requires a minimum of 25 participants
and can accommodate up to 88, so please RSVP to the church office by Friday, October
11. It is offered free of charge by the Albion Center. All persons age 10 and up can
participate. Childcare will be provided.

Tap House
Theology

September 10
6:00 PM

111 S. Green River Road

Topic: Deaths

We’ll explore death from
physical, spiritual, and
emotional perspectives.

and

GET INVOLVED

Are you aware of how
often our building is used?
In addition to the many
ministries and committees
that use our building on a
regular basis, we have quite
a number of “outside” groups that call Methodist
Temple ‘home.’

Are you between the ages of
18 and 34?
Beginning on Sunday, October
20, there will be a Sunday
school class designed for you.
We will meet in Room 201 at
9:45AM with Pastor JillAnn
facilitating. If you're there for
the first class, you'll get to help
name the group! Contact Pastor
JillAnn for more information.

Scouting Ministries (actually considered
a ministry of the church)
* Boy Scouts Troop 301
* Cub Scouts Pack 301
*Girl Scouts Troop 32
*Cadets Troop 318
Other Outside Groups
Evansville Children’s Choir
Survivors of Suicide Support Group
Families Anonymous
Narcotics Anonymous (2 groups)
8+ Small Prayer / Bible study Groups
It takes a lot of time and effort to keep the
building clean and ready to be used so often. If
you see one of our great custodians (Bob, Evelyn,
Dan, Al & Brian), thank them for the great job they
do each and every day!

T E M P L E H I L L S FALL OUTING
September 29
Gates open at 3:00 PM
Bring a side dish or dessert to share.
Transportation is available. The van will leave the Methodist
Temple parking lot at 2:00 PM. Sign-up sheets are located at
Connection Central and Connection Central Too.

Fundraiser for
		Mission Guatemala
On May 19, 2010, Tom Heaton, a member of
Methodist Temple, signed a 10-year lease on
a ramshackle collection of buildings in San
Andres Semetabaj, Guatemala. This was a giant
step of faith but was also the culmination of his
dream to serve the people in this very rural area
in the Guatemalan highlands. Thus, Mission
Guatemala was born.
Over the nearly 10 years since that day, the
old abandoned, run-down buildings have been
transformed into a vibrant center, providing
medical care as well as establishing community
nutritional programs (infants to school-age),
school scholarships, sewing and computer
vocational schools, and building middle school
classrooms and soccer field/basketball courts at
schools in and around the San Andres area.
The medical clinic is still the only place in the San
Andres area where people have access to quality
care by experienced doctors and nurses. The
staff is able to administer ultrasounds, perform
lab tests and treatments as well as dispensing
medications from a fully-stocked pharmacy.
These services are available at very affordable
prices and many life-saving medications are now
easily accessible (antibiotics, insulin, prenatal
vitamins, respiratory drugs as examples).
Statistics as of June 2019 show that since
January of this year, 2351 patients have been
seen with 2639 lab tests done on site. Just in
June alone, patients came from 52 communities
in 12 municipalities.

But now as the 10-year lease is ending, a new
challenge is facing the Mission. The Women’s
Co-op that owns the clinic has decided they are
not willing to continue leasing the land, but plan
to sell it in September 2020. Land values have
climbed rapidly in the area over recent years and
large pieces of property like the clinic space are
very scarce. The available options do not fit the
Mission’s needs like the current space does.
After much consideration and prayer, it is
believed, although realizing it will not be easy, the
best course of action to continue the vital work
of Mission Guatemala is to purchase the current
property. The price for the property is $401,816
which is to be paid in two installments of
$200,908. The first installment is due September
2 of this year with the last payment due prior to
September 2020.
Mission Guatemala has a dream of making a
permanent home and needs your help in making
that dream possible. The Methodist Temple
Missions Committee will match donations from
our congregation up to $20,000. Please consider
a tax-deductible donation by check with “MG
Fundraiser” in the memo line.

Youth News
Sunday Nights Are Back!

Upcoming Confirmation

The Temple Youth are back into the regular
program year now, which means we once again
meet on Sunday nights from 5:30-7 p.m. Each
week we will have dinner together, play games,
and have discussions during lesson time. This
year's theme is Stories from The Old Testament,
so we will be working our way through the Bible
stories we learned as kids,discussing what we
can learn from them, and how to apply these
lessons to our lives.

Confirmation for youth in grades 7-9 begins
Wednesday, September 18, and will run through
March 2020. We have about 10 students
who have decided to participate in this year’s
confirmation class and will be spending the next
few months learning about the Church in general,
Methodist history and theology, and how they can
build their own faith. Please keep these students,
and their mentors and leaders, in your prayers as
they grow together in faith.

Work and Play Monthly

Coffee House Theology

Each month the Temple Youth will participate in
one mission project in our local community and
we'll have one fun event or activity. In September,
we'll be serving with the United Way during their
Annual Day of Caring on Friday, September 13
from 4-6 p.m. More details will be announced
soon.

Coffee House Theology - a mini version of Tap
House designed for middle and high school
students - is a new collaboration between
Methodist Temple and St. Paul's Episcopal
Church. Beginning September 9, teens are invited
to meet us at the Donut Bank at 41 and Lincoln
from 4-5 p.m. on Mondays to discuss the big
questions of our faith starting with "Who is God?"
This discussion will be co-led by Jamie Clark
(Director of Youth Ministries at Methodist Temple)
and Matt Knonenborg (Christian Formation
Director at St. Paul's).

Our fun event in September is an evening at
Walther's Golf & Fun on Sunday, September 22,
from 5:30-7 p.m. Youth can be dropped off and
picked up at Walther's. The cost is $15/person to
play Laser Tag and Mini Golf. If students want to
play other games, please bring extra money.

Youth Sunday School
The Temple Youth continue to meet for Sunday
School each week in the Youth Center from 10-11
a.m. We are currently learning about Science and
Faith. All youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join
us.

To kick off the school year, the Temple Youth
joined around 100 other youth from churches
in the Southwest District at Newburgh UMC
for games, dinner, and worship.

KIDZ NEWZ
Fall Sunday School classes are in full swing and all Temple Kidz from
pre-K through 5th grade are invited and encouraged to
join us on Sunday mornings from 10-10:45am!
Kidz can be dropped off and picked up in the Celebration Center.

Our younger kids (pre-K through 3rd) are making
their way through the Old Testament stories using
the Holy Moly curriculum from Sparkhouse...

KIDZ
NIGHT
KIDZ Night 2019
Mark your calendars for
6:00 - 8:00 pm on the
following nights:
Fri, Sept. 20 / Fri, Oct. 18
Contact Maggie for more
information at mharding@
methodisttemple.church.

while our upper elementary class (4th-5th) is
focusing on the life and ministry of Jesus using the
Connect curriculum from Sparkhouse.
We had a great KIDZ Night kick-off!

Ladies’ Thursday
Morning Bible Study
On Thursday, September 5, the Women’s Bible
Study group is excited to begin Disciple Fast
Track study. Disciple is great for getting an
overview of Bible themes for beginners and
more experienced Bible students alike with the
emphasis on applying the Bible to our everyday
lives and become a better follower of Christ.
Our Fast Track group will meet for a 12-week
Old Testament study with the option of a New
Testament study to follow later. Participants
read a manageable 3-5 chapters of the Bible
daily in preparation for the weekly meetings. A
brief illustrated review video enables participants
to recall important facts and ideas; lively and
engaging video presenters then offer insights
into the current week’s session.
There will be an orientation on September 5 and
the Old Testament study guide will handed out
at that time. We meet in Room 204 from 9:3011:00 a.m. The cost for this book is $6. Grab a
friend and see you then!

Every Tuesday / Thursday:

Senior Exercise
Celebration Center
9:00 AM

September 5:
SAMs Out to Lunch bunch
@ Smitty’s Italian Steakhouse, 11:30 AM
September 19:		

SAMs Luncheon
Fellowship Hall
Entertainment by Jordan Duncan, 11:30 AM

October 24:		

Derby Dinner Theater Trip
meet at church @ 8:30 AM

Please sign up on the sheets provided at
Connection Central Too for both lunch events.
For more information about SAMs Ministry events,
please contact Jack Buttrum at 812.476.2442.

Adopt a Student
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for making my mom feel a part of
the church with cards, flowers and visits. The
Methodist Temple has exhibited God’s love to
my mom.
Thank you,
Randy & Ginger Lutterman
Members & Friends of Methodist Temple,
Thank you for the calls, cards, prayers, flowers
and loving care from so many during my recent
surgery and recuperation! You are all a blessing.
Thank you again,
Jane Robey

Exams are a stressful time of year for every
college student, but a little love and support goes
a long way. During midterms in October and/or
finals in December, you can send a care package
to a University of Evansville student, letting them
know that our church is cheering them on. If
you're interested in this ministry, contact Pastor
JillAnn.

September 2019
2019
SEPTEMBER
Sun

Mon

Communion
Sunday

1

Tue

Labor Day 2
Office/ Building
Closed

9:00 am
3
SAMs Exercise

6:00 pm
Praise Team
Blood Pressure
Sunday

8

9

9:00 am 10
SAMs Exercise
6:00 pm
Taphouse
Theology @
Pangea

5:30 pm
Youth Group

5:30 pm
Trustees Meeting

6:00 pm
UMW Board
Meeting

6:00 pm
Missions

6:00 pm
Praise Team

15

16

9:00 am 17
SAMs Exercise

Wed

Thu

5:30 pm 4
Open Community
Dinner
6:00 pm
Open Community
Class
6:00 pm
Boy Scouts

11
11:30 am
UMW General
Meeting

Fri

9:00 am
SAMs Exercise5
9:30 am

Sat
6

7

13

14

Ladies’ Bible Study
11:30 am
SAM’s Out to
Lunch Bunch

6:00 pm
Girl Scout
6:00 pm
Choir Practice

9:00 am
12
SAMs Exercise
9:30 am

Ladies’ Bible Study

W
6:00 pm
Girl Scout
6:00 pm
Choir Practice

6:00 pm
Boy Scouts
9:30 am

18

Miriam Fellowship

9:00 am 19
SAMs Exercise
9:30 am

20

21

27

28

Ladies’ Bible Study

6:00 pm
Cub Scouts

6:00 pm
Finance Meeting

5:30 pm
Youth Group

22

6:00 pm
Praise Team

7:00 pm
SPRC

23

9:00 am 24
SAMs Exercise

6:00 pm
Boy Scouts

25

11:30 am
SAM’s Luncheon
5:00 pm
Hospitality Team
6:00 pm
Girl Scout
6:00 pm
Choir Practice
9:00 am 26
SAMs Exercise
9:30 am

Ladies’ Bible Study

6:00 pm
Girl Scout

5:30 pm
Youth Group

29

6:00 pm
Cub Scouts

30

2:00 pm
Fall Outing
Temple Hills

6:00 pm
Cub Scouts

6:00 pm
Praise Team

6:00 pm
Boy Scouts

6:00 pm
Choir Practice

6:00 pm
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