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As we look forward to 2018… it is amazing in just a couple of years it will be 2020. I 
remember Y2K. Do you guys remember that? All the hysteria. Good heavens. But as all of us 
look to 2018, one dominant part of 2018 for all of us is we’re going to be working. W-O-R-K. 
Work. It is a big part of what we are going to do. When most Americans talk about work, most 
people talk about work with a sense of drudgery, obligation, despair. And the reason is many 
times our work is repetitive, time consuming, boring, and often the work that we do at the 
end of the day or at the end of the time that we are working really does not give us a sense of 
accomplishment. At least that is the way a lot of people look at it. Now some Christians say 
that is a result of the fall; work is drudgery because of the fall. Well, that is not entirely true. 
Work is obviously harder now, but working was part of the pre-fall condition of Adam and Eve, 
and I’m going to talk about that in just a minute. Work is good. After God was done with His 
creation, He told Adam, “I want you to take care of the animals and I want you to cultivate 
the ground.” In other words, be a farmer, I guess. In other words, work the soil. More on that 
in just a minute, too. And Eve was called to be his helpmate, so I would assume that that was 
her job, too. She was to help take care of the animals and cultivate the soil. At least until 
they had kids. Anyway, from my general observation of how Americans look at work, they 
approach work in 3 ways. 

Three ways Americans approach work: 
1)  The first is the workaholic. We all know a workaholic, maybe we are one. It is that person 
who is just consumed with work. They don’t work 40 hours or 50 hours, it is more than that. 
They work that hard because they honestly believe that success at their work is going to bring 
them a sense of accomplishment and fulfillment, and so it drives them. And unfortunately, 
I’ve seen the other end of that—a person who has been a workaholic their whole life, and so 
often their marriage, if they are still married, is in tatters; their kids don’t want to have a 
whole lot to do with them; but there is that aspect to work. 
2)  The second is many people look at work as a means to an end. In other words, I work so I 
can get money so I can buy things, so that I can go on my next vacation, so I can buy the next 
recreational vehicle. In other words, work is something they do so they can have fun in the 
future, buy a new toy or whatever. So, when you talk to them they are always talking about 
something in the future that they want to buy, and work is just a means to an end. 
3)  Then there are people who understand that they are going to work, they really don’t 
enjoy it, they are going to work to provide for the family, feed the family, and it is just a 
daily grind.  

If you are a Christian, I think that you already intuitively understand that all 3 of those aren’t 
very Christian attitudes toward work. But I want to ask each of you a question: How do you 
view the work that you are going to do this week? How do you look at the work that you are 
going to do the rest of the year? This is a pretty important question when you consider the 
amount of time you are going to spend working, and intuitively I think you understand that as 
a Christian, we probably are going to view work a little bit different than the culture around 
us. 
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This message really comes from looking at just one little Scripture, Colossians 3:23, because I 
can’t tell you how many businessmen I have run into who talk to me on a regular basis, call 
me on the phone and say, “I need good workers. I can’t find young people who know how to 
work.” 

Colossians 3:23 (New American Standard Bible) 
Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men 

As I read this Scripture, thinking about job openings and these business owners not being able 
to find men and women who knew how to work, I thought about 2 other Scriptures as well. 

1 Corinthians 10:31 (NASB) 
Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 

Colossians 3:17 (NASB) 
Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
through Him to God the Father. 

So, as I was thinking about these 3 verses and the fact that working is a large part of what we 
are going to do every day, well at least 6 days a week, for the coming year, I concluded 3 
things about work as Christians. 

Three Conclusions about Work 
1. Everyone needs to work 
I believe this is absolutely true. Even for those of us who are retired. Do you know the word 
“retired” is nowhere in the Bible? People ask me, “When are you going to retire?” I say, “What 
are you talking about? How can I retire? This is a calling. I can’t retire.” Now I might not be 
senior pastor around here, but I can’t stop working. How do you stop working because God has 
called us all to work? Everyone needs to work. Now I believe everybody needs to work for 3 
basic reasons. 

 a. We were created to work.  

Let me read you a few Scriptures. 

Psalms 19:1 (NASB) 
The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of 
His hands. 

Psalms 104:24 (NASB) 
O LORD, how many are Your works! In wisdom You have made them all; The earth is full 
of Your possessions. 

Psalms 111:2 (NASB) 
Great are the works of the LORD; They are studied by all who delight in them. 

Psalms 145:5 (NASB) 
On the glorious splendor of Your majesty and on Your wonderful works, I will meditate. 
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John 5:17 (NASB) 
But He (Jesus) answered them, "My Father is working until now, and I Myself am 
working." 

There is one thing that we can conclude from these Scriptures and many others, and that is 
God works. God is a working God. Genesis 1:27 tells us that we were created in the image of 
God. So that has some implications concerning work doesn’t it? If we were created in the 
image of God, then we were created to work like God. If this implication is not strong enough, 
let’s look at a Scripture that I kind of referred to at the beginning of this message. 

Genesis 2:8, 15 (NASB)  
8The LORD God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; and there He placed the man 
whom He had formed. 15 Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the Garden of 
Eden to cultivate it and keep it. 

Now that sounds like work to me. Now I’m thinking that the Garden of Eden was a pretty big 
place, and God said, “It’s your responsibility. I want you to cultivate the ground. I want you to 
grow things so you can eat them. I want you to work.” I don’t know if Adam was out there 
going, “Woe is me, I need help,” and then God created Eve. I don’t know. So, God put Adam 
to work and Eve. The Bible says there is a helpmate for you. She was to work, too. Genesis 
says God created this, God created that, every day, and at the end it says always again and 
again, “And God saw that it was good.” I conclude that God created work, and it is good.  

I have concluded that work was given by God to all of us as an opportunity to develop 
character, build confidence, and enjoy the satisfaction of an accomplishment. Now I’m going 
to read that again because I wrote it, and I think it’s really good. Once in a while, you write 
something and you go, “Wow, thanks Jesus.” Work was given to us by God so that we could 
have an opportunity to develop character, build confidence, and enjoy the satisfaction of 
accomplishment. Now guys, does that sound like a curse? So often we think work is a curse. 
Does that sound like a curse to you? No. It is an opportunity. Your work, whatever you do, a 
carpenter, a nurse, a student, a mechanic, a salesperson, an accountant, a police officer, a 
truck driver, a business owner, a homemaker… and I want you to know I don’t call you who 
stay home a housewife. You are a homemaker. When I was growing up we used to call women 
who stayed at home with the kids, and that was their job, that was their occupation, we used 
to call them homemakers. I think that is a better description, and if that is what you’ve 
decided to do, there is no greater occupation, and anybody who thinks that it isn’t work 
should try it. So whatever work you do, it is a blessing from God. It is a gift from God. It is an 
opportunity to develop character, to build confidence, and enjoy the satisfaction of 
accomplishment.  

Over the years, I have seen nothing destroy confidence and enable depression more than 
someone who can’t find a job. I’ve seen it over and over and over again. You don’t have to be 
a genius to just look at our African American brothers and sisters, the community that they 
live in, and the jobless rate is much higher than it is in the rest of the country, certain areas. 
And look at the result. I love Ben Carson. I don’t know if you guys know who that is, but he is 
on Donald Trump’s cabinet now, but what an inspiration. He says the biggest problem is not 
that we don’t have more money to give away, the biggest problem is these young African 
American men don’t have jobs. That is true for anyone. I’ve seen it. You show me a man or a 
woman who doesn’t have a job, and I’ll show you someone who starts getting depressed.  
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        b. Work keeps us out of trouble. 

I am absolutely convinced that many of today’s social and personal problems are a direct 
result of people having too much time on their hands. Too much time to think how miserable 
they are. I mean years ago our country was mostly farmers. The man and wife, they had their 
roles and they were working from before the sun came up and then the sun goes down, they 
put the kids to bed, and face plant. They didn’t have time to think about how miserable they 
were; they were too busy working. I believe that work, keeping busy, is a protection against 
temptation. Most of us cannot handle idleness. Without work we get into trouble. When I was 
growing up, there was a common saying: “Idle hands are the devil’s workshop.” Now I asked 
young people, and a lot of them had never heard that before. How many of you have heard 
that before? Idle hands are the devil’s workshop. When I was growing up, I bet I heard that 
hundreds and hundreds of times. There are a lot of old sayings like that. I visited a young man 
at his job, and he was going through a thing, and I was there and I was talking with him, and I 
said to him, “You can’t look a gift horse in the mouth.” He said, “What did you say? What in 
the world are you talking about?” So, I explained it to him, and the light went on. So, as we 
were going through his place of employment he goes around telling everybody “You can’t look 
a gift horse in the mouth.”  

Do you guys remember King David? Why did he get in trouble with Bathsheba? What was going 
on? Second Samuel chapter 11 and chapter 12 starts off by saying, “King David gets up from a 
nap in the evening.” A nap in the evening? He was so bored he is taking a late afternoon nap. 
He’s got nothing else to do, bored. He gets up, and he starts walking around the palace 
because he has nothing to do. That is what got him in trouble. What he should have been 
doing, if you read those 2 chapters, he should have been leading Israel in battle against the 
Ammonites. That is what he should have been doing. If he had been busy doing that, none of 
that would have happened. Some of you are retired, and I want to say congratulations. But 
again, I hope you understand that word “retired” is nowhere in the Bible. You need to be 
doing something. Whether you’re getting paid for it or not, you need to be doing something, 
and you need to be busy, working, doing something. As a retired person, I think you have a 
precious gift. You can decide now how you want to spend your time. Get busy working at 
something that has eternal value. Start praying about it, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” 
We have a great example in this church, he has gone on to be with the Lord now, Al Green. At 
67 years old he retired from roofing, and that is when he really started to get busy.  

2 Thessalonians 3:13 (NASB) 
But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary of doing good. 

If you work, it keeps you out of trouble. Another reason we need to work is the third reason, 
it is a means of provision. 

        c. Work is a means of provision. 

2 Thessalonians 3:10 (NASB) 
For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone is not willing 
to work, then he is not to eat, either. 
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Is that a politically incorrect Bible verse? Paul says if you’re not willing to work, don’t give 
them anything. What would happen in our welfare system if you had able-bodied people and 
you said to them, “Sure we’ll help you, but you have to work.” What would our cities look 
like? I mean I’m just saying. I don’t know. The bottom line is working is God’s normal channel 
of provision. He could send ravens to feed us like He did with the Prophet Elijah in the brook 
Cherith. God sent him out in the middle of nowhere in the wilderness and feeds him with 
ravens. Jesus multiplied the fish and the loaves. God could provide for us in miraculous ways, 
and frankly God has for me, and I’m sure we could spend the next hour listening to miraculous 
stories, but usually the general way God provides for us is He gives us a job. Work is the will 
of God. It is honorable. It is a way to get our needs met for our family.  

Now think about this: Jesus was a carpenter. He worked as a carpenter until He was 30 years 
old, and He did not have an electric table saw. He did not have a lathe. He didn’t have an 
electric sander. He did it all by hand. It was hard work. It is a pretty strong tradition we have 
handed down as Christians that Joseph died soon after Jesus was 12 years old. We have no 
record of him; it is just an assumption, okay? Jesus, being the oldest boy, maybe at some time 
in His teenage years He had to take responsibility for the family. We are assuming again, but 
Joseph is never mentioned again after Jesus was 12 years old. And He worked to provide for 
the rest of the family.  

In Acts 20, the Apostle Paul describes how he worked to supply his needs as a tentmaker. 
Remember he didn’t have a sewing machine. He had probably a crude needle made out of a 
bone, maybe, I don’t know, and he’s sewing leather and all kinds of material. It must have 
been hard on his hands, his back. Paul tells us in I Timothy 5:8, another unpopular Scripture, 
if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he 
has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever (well, the word is infidel). Work is a 
gift to provide for our families. When God gives you a job, it is a chance to provide for you 
own needs if you’re single, if you’re not, you know. But it is also a means by which you now 
can be generous to other people.  

2. We should always do our best 
The second conclusion from the Word of God when we talk about work is that we need to do 
our best. We need to work, and then we need to do our best. Now let me ask you another 
question here. I like to do that because when I say, “Let me ask you a question,” it brings a 
lot of you guys back who have been dreaming about this, that, and the other. Let me ask you 
a question. Do you really believe that the work you are going to do this week matters to 
God? At some point I know a lot of you, the work you do, you’re sitting there thinking, “God, 
what eternal value is this?” Do you believe that the work you do each day matters to God? It is 
important as Christians, and I know a lot of you have heard this before in all different ways, it 
is important as Christians that we understand that whatever work we do, a teacher, a nurse, a 
therapist, whatever it is, it is a spiritual occupation, and it is spiritual because you are a 
Christian. You’ve got God’s Holy Spirit in you, and God sends you to work, you are His 
representative, you are His ambassador. You have a job to do there, and it is spiritual because 
God has put you there. Being a plumber, a teacher, a homemaker, a nurse, a salesperson, a 
physical therapist, a hair stylist, a student, a contractor, a truck driver is no less spiritual than 
being a pastor, a Bible teacher, or a missionary. They are all the same. It is spiritual. God has 
something for you to do. 1 Corinthians 7:24… This is Paul, speaking to the Corinthians, and if 
you read it, it becomes obvious that a lot of the Corinthians were thinking they had to quit 
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their jobs and try to do something spiritual: “I can’t work making bricks anymore, man, I’m a 
Christian.” 

1 Corinthians 7:24 (NASB) 
Brethren, each one is to remain with God in that condition in which he was called.  

I like the way the Amplified New Testament puts it:  

1 Corinthians 7:24 (Amplified) 
So, brethren, in whatever station or state or condition of life each one was when he was 
called, let him continue there, with and close to God. 

Where you are right now, the job that God has you doing, is where the Lord has you right now, 
and it is a spiritual job; it’s a calling. How you do that job matters to God because He called 
you there because you are ultimately working for Him and how you do your job is going to 
reflect on God. Since we are working for God for His purpose, this truth should profoundly 
affect how we do our jobs. You may think you are working for a printing company, a hospital, 
a school, a business, San Diego County. You may think you are working for your children, and 
sometimes they are not very grateful. But the fact is, you are first and foremost working for 
God, and that fact has 2 important significant implications: 

1) If you are working for Jesus, you are His representative, it matters how you do your job. 
We are Christians. Our attitudes, our conduct, our performance either honors or dishonors 
God.  

2) When we realize that we are working for God first and foremost, it gives us a purpose. It 
gives us a reason bigger than just making widgets or working in a factory. You are there for a 
reason, and it is bigger than just the routine that you are doing. God has a purpose and whole 
books have been written on this. 

1 Corinthians 15:58 (NASB) 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. 

Wherever you are, wherever the Lord has you, God has work for you to do. He has a plan for 
you. Guys, in Jesus there are no dead-end jobs. In Jesus there are no menial jobs. There are 
just different opportunities to serve Jesus. In Jesus, there are no dead-end jobs, no menial 
jobs, just many different opportunities to serve Jesus. You remember Joseph? He was a 
spoiled son of a rich sheik, and the next thing he knows, he is a slave. Now, I would think 
being a slave has got to be about the lowest rung on the ladder. And then he was a convict but 
he always did his best and God used him wherever he was. God blessed him. And I know 
you’ve heard this before but your job is your ministry. It is where God has called you. I gave a 
message not long ago talking about the importance of noticing people around you. If you start 
doing that, if you understand that your job is a ministry and you start noticing people around 
you, you will have a ministry. Your job is your calling. The Lord is with you. He will open 
doors. You and I need to do our best. Our attitude, our performance, our conduct gives 
testimony to other people. When people know that Jesus is your Lord and they see your 
attitude and your conduct is good and you always try to do your best, trust me, well I think it 
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is obvious, God will give opportunities then to speak into their lives. Which brings me to the 
final thought that I have this morning about work. 

3. Take time to rest. 
We are going to go through it real quickly because I don’t think you are a Christian very long 
before you understand this. You’ve got to take time to rest. 

Exodus 20:8-11 (NASB) 
"Remember the sabbath day, (this is one of the top 10) to keep it holy. Six days you shall 
labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD your God; (the 
sabbath means rest) in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, 
your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you. 
For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in 
them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and 
made it holy. 

At creation, God established a pattern. You work 6 days, you take 1 day off. And in giving the 
10 commandments, He added something to that. You work 6 days, and you take 1 day to 
reestablish your commitment to God, to take time out. Paul says, “Do not forsake the 
assembling together.” We come together, we worship God, it helps us reconnect, reestablish 
our commitment to God. And we don’t have to get legalistic about this. Paul warns us against 
it. In Colossians 2:16-17 and Romans 14:5-6, Paul said, “Look, it’s not important what day you 
worship. It’s not important what day you rest. It is just 1 in 7.” There are Christians right now, 
the Seventh Day Adventists, they are adamant that you have to come to church on Saturday. If 
you come on Sunday or any other day, it is a sin. Paul says, “No it’s not.” The general 
principle is that we need to honor God and rest once a week, and there are a lot of variables 
how we can do this. I hope you can understand Sundays are not a day of rest for me. Good 
heavens I work all day. Monday is my day off. If you try to get a hold of me on Mondays, it can 
be kind of difficult. I want to say something to you husbands: if you have a wife who is a 
homemaker, are you making sure she has time to rest? Sometimes we guys forget that. Our 
day of rest is a day for them to work for us, make us dinner, etc. Think about that. Maybe give 
her time to go to the beach by herself or read, I don’t know, but we all need time to rest. 
Jesus encouraged His disciples to rest. 

Mark 6:31 
And He said to them, "Come away by yourselves to a secluded place and rest a while."  

The principle is clear in the Bible. We need to take time to honor God and to rest. 


