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When	we	hear	a	prophetic	word	or	sometimes	a	pathetic	word	about	new	things	happening,	it’s	a	new	
day,	it’s	a	new	season.	We	need	to	be	reminded	because	quite	often	our	mind	sets	are	stuck	in	the	‘same	
old-same	old’,	that	as	it	has	been	so	it	shall	be.	We	need	to	remind	ourselves	that	God	is	the	God,	as	
Daniel	said,	of	the	times	and	seasons,	and	the	seasons	in	the	spiritual	realm	don’t	always	coincide	with	
the	seasons	in	the	natural.	We	think	of	spring,	summer,	autumn,	fall,	all	of	that,	but	sometimes	there	are	
long	seasons	that	can	last	for	years	of	preparation,	but	all	of	a	sudden	an	amazing	springtime	comes	
where	new	things	begin	to	spring	up.	I	think	of	the	Jesus	Movement	that	all	of	a	sudden	sprang	up	in	
1967	and	lasted	about	8	or	9	years,	and	literally	hundreds	of	thousands	of	people,	particularly	in	
Southern	California,	came	to	Christ	rather	dramatically	with	deliverances,	healings,	being	saved	out	of	
drugs,	alternative	lifestyles,	all	sorts	of	things.	And	we	are	coming	into,	maybe	not	that	exact	thing,	but	
we	are	coming	into	a	new	season	in	the	Body	of	Christ	in	Southern	California.	When	we	hear	that	we	
think,	“Oh,	this	is	a	big	picture	thing,	but	what	about	me?”	Well,	the	reality	is	God	always	deals	with	
individuals.		
	
The	Intentionality	of	God,	the	Father,	with	Your	Life	&	Destiny	
	
One	of	the	names	of	God	in	the	Old	Testament	is	El	Elyon,	and	we	translate	El	Elyon	as	“God	Most	High,”	
and	we	think,	“Yes,	God	is	up	in	heaven	looking	down	over	everything,”	but	what	it	really	means	is	God	
oversees	every	detail	in	our	lives.	For	example,	Jesus	said	the	Father	even	knows	the	number	of	hairs	that	
are	upon	your	head.	He	is	watching	over	you.	He	knows	your	needs	even	before	you	ask.	As	part	of	the	
intentionality	of	God,	His	nurturing,	His	preparation,	His	caring	for	your	and	my	life,	whether	you	realize	
it	or	not,	even	your	name	has	been	chosen	by	God.	Our	names	have	been	chosen	by	God.	What	it	means	
in	English	or	German	or	whatever	may	be	one	thing,	but	what	your	name	with	the	original	roots	mean	in	
Hebrew	or	Greek	are	so	often	very,	very	specifically	chosen	from	God.		
	
In	Ephesians	3:14-15,	Paul	said:	‘For	this	reason	I	bow	my	knees	before	the	Father,	from	whom	every	
family	in	heaven	and	on	earth	is	named’			
	
Names,	Like	Words,	are	Critical	
	
When	I	say	that	God	has	a	name	for	you,	it	is	not	so	much	a	name	of	judgment,	but	it	is	a	name	of	calling	
and	destiny,	the	purposes	and	talents	God	has	put	within	you,	even	if	you	are	completely	unaware	of	it	
right	now.		
	
1.				John	the	Baptist	
We	can	think	of,	for	example,	John	the	Baptist.	His	father	and	mother	were	very	advanced	in	age.	His	
father,	Zechariah,	was	a	priest,	and	they	had	had	no	children,	but	they	had	a	visit	from	the	angel	Gabriel,	
who	said	a	son	is	going	to	be	born	to	you	and	he	is	going	to	prepare	the	way	and	his	name	shall	be	John.	
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So,	9	months	go	by	and	it	is	just	amazing,	everybody	can’t	believe	that	Elizabeth	in	her	older	years	has	
gotten	pregnant,	and	they	are	just	so	excited	when	the	baby	is	born.	In	the	Hebrew	culture,	they	would	
commonly	name	the	child	after	the	father	or	someone	in	the	lineage,	but	Zechariah	said,	“No,	his	name	
shall	be	called	John.”	They	said,	“You	can’t	name	him	John.	Nobody	in	your	family	is	named	John.”	But	he	
insisted.	You	see,	John	means	“grace,”	and	as	John	the	Baptist	was	the	forerunner	who	came	to	prepare	
the	way	for	the	Christ,	the	Messiah,	the	Grace	of	God,	he	had	to	have	a	name	that	reflected	that.	
	
2.				Name	of	our	son,	David	
I	think	about	my	son,	David.	My	wife	and	I	had	2	daughters,	and	in	1992	we	left	this	church	and	moved	to	
Toronto,	Canada.	We	were	there	about	1-1/2	years	when	our	church	in	Canada,	although	we	were	only	
about	200	people	at	the	time,	began	to	have	an	amazing	outpouring	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	It	was	just	a	
radical	time,	and	literally	over	the	next	5	years	we	had	between	4	million	and	5	million	people	visit	from	
all	over	the	world,	including	the	underground	church	in	Vietnam	and	Cambodia.	They	came	from	all	over	
to	visit	our	church,	and	many	people	had	life-changing	touches	of	God.	Dave	and	Mark	went	back	there	
and	had	an	incredible	impact	from	the	Lord.	But	it	was	a	crazy	time.	We	were	doing	meetings	6	nights	a	
week	and	sometimes	we’d	have	on	those	weeknights	even	1000-1200	at	our	church	wanting	to	be	
prayed	for.	On	top	of	that,	because	so	many	things	were	happening	internationally	I	was	traveling	more.	
Normally	I	travel	about	140	days	a	year;	that	year	I	traveled	almost	7	months.	To	compound	things,	early	
on	in	the	year	my	wife,	Kim,	became	pregnant	with	our	3rd	child.	To	compound	things	even	worse,	a	lot	of	
pastor	friends	of	mine	around	the	world	from	Africa	to	England	to	Germany	whose	houses	I	had	stayed	in	
while	ministering	at	their	churches,	all	called	me	up	and	said,	“Marc,	we	are	coming	to	the	meetings	at	
your	church.”	I	said,	“Great,”	and	they	said,	“We	have	money	for	plane	tickets,	but	we	don’t	have	money	
for	hotels.”	I	said,	“Well,	you	need	to	pray,	don’t	you?”	But	I	would	say,	“Let	me	see	if	we	can	work	it	
out,”	and	literally	for	about	1-1/2	years,	maybe	2	years,	almost	nonstop	we	had	people	staying	with	us.	
So,	there	I	am,	I’m	traveling	over	6	months	that	year,	and	when	I’m	home	I’m	involved	in	the	nightly	
meetings,	my	wife	is	pregnant,	having	nonstop	guests	with	us.	We	were	so	busy.	We	never	did	a	
sonogram.	We	didn’t	know	if	it	was	going	to	be	a	boy	or	a	girl.	It	was	a	Monday.	I	was	flying	home	from	
England	and	our	child	was	due	in	3	weeks.	I	talked	to	Kim	before	I	got	on	the	plane,	and	she	said,	“Well,	
I’ve	just	been	to	the	doctor.	The	doctor	said	the	baby	could	come	any	time	now.”	I	said,	“No,	the	baby	
can’t	come	at	any	time.”	Because	in	5	days	we	were	starting	a	conference	in	Toronto	I	was	in	charge	of,	
and	we	had	between	4000	and	5000	people	registered	for	this	conference,	and	I’ve	got	a	full	plate,	and	
I’m	speaking	at	this	thing	as	well.	I	said,	“No,	the	baby	has	to	come	at	the	appointed	time	in	3	weeks.”	
But	God’s	appointed	time	was	different	from	mine.	I	got	home	that	night	and	sure	enough	about	6	
o’clock	in	the	morning	she	goes	into	labor.	We	are	there	at	the	hospital,	and	a	male	is	born,	and	we	had	
been	so	busy	that	year	we	hadn’t	even	talked	about	names.	I	had	always	kind	of	suggested	to	Kim	that	if	
we	ever	had	a	boy	I	wanted	to	name	him	Dillon.	And	so	Kim	is	there	recovering	as	women	do	after	
immediately	giving	birth	and	she	is	holding	the	baby,	and	the	doctor	says,	“What’s	his	name?”	I	am	
about	to	say	Dillon,	and	Kim	didn’t	like	that	name	anyway	so	it	works	out,	but	the	Holy	Spirit	interrupted	
me	and	said,	“You	name	him	David	after	King	David	because	I’ve	given	him	that	sort	of	heart.”	And	so	I	
said,	“His	name	is	David,”	and	Kim	is	lying	in	the	bed,	“Really?”	About	8	days	later	we	took	him	to	see	a	
Jewish	doctor	in	Toronto,	and	the	doctor	said,	“Well,	normally	at	this	point	when	we	treat	babies,	
particularly	male	babies,	we	dip	a	rag	in	a	bottle	of	wine	from	Israel,	and	we	let	them	pacify	upon	that.”	I	
said,	“That’s	okay.”	He	said,	“Isn’t	his	name	David?	Well,	this	is	King	David	wine	from	Jerusalem.”	Mainly	
when	people	think	about	David	they	think	about	David	the	giant	killer,	but	the	most	consistent	
characteristic	you	see	about	David	when	you	read	about	his	life	is	he	was	a	man	of	deep	compassion	and	
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mercy.	Even	people	who	rebelled	against	him	and	fought	against	him	he	had	mercy	upon	them.	And	we	
began	to	see	in	our	son,	David,	especially	in	his	junior	high	years	and	so	strong	today	is	he	would	befriend	
people	in	school	who	were	loners	or	outcasts,	and	he	would	just	have	such	a	shepherd’s	heart	for	people,	
but	there	is	also	a	prophetic	side	to	him	as	well.	God	knew	quite	well	the	call	He	has	upon	our	son.		
	
3.				My	Two	Names	
I	had	been	in	ministry	for	15	years,	bringing	churches	together	around	the	world	in	different	cities,	doing	
conferences.	Some	of	the	churches	I	would	bring	together	for	conferences	had	never	done	anything	
together	even	though	they	were	in	the	same	city.	It	was	after	doing	that	for	15	years	when	I	found	out	
that	my	name	Marc	in	English	means	“builder”	and	in	French	Dupont	means	“bridge.”	I	found	out	that	
that	was	part	of	my	destiny.	
	
In	Revelation	2:17	Jesus	said:	He	who	has	an	ear,	let	him	hear	what	the	Spirit	says	to	the	churches.	To	
him	who	overcomes,	to	him	I	will	give	some	of	the	hidden	manna,	and	I	will	give	him	a	white	stone,	
and	a	new	name	written	on	the	stone	which	no	one	knows	but	he	who	receives	it.'	
	
God	is	not	done	with	you	or	me.	He	is	not	done	in	the	work	of	Christ-like	development	within	us.	He	is	not	
done	in	bringing	us	to	a	place	in	life	where	we	are	having	incredible	fruit	for	the	Kingdom	of	God.	God	
has	a	hidden	name	for	you	that	even	you	don’t	know	about	at	this	point,	and	that	name	has	been	chosen	
to	be	reflective	of	the	gifts	and	talents	and	opportunities,	the	destiny,	and	the	calling	that	He	has	upon	
your	life.	
	
‘Abram’	=	exalted	father	
‘Abraham’	=	father	of	a	multitude	
	
Abraham,	at	that	time	called	Abram,	and	Sarah	were	in	their	90s.	In	fact,	Abram	was	99	years	old,	when	
they	had	a	visitation	from	the	Lord.	It	reads	in	Genesis	17:1-5,	Now	when	Abram	was	ninety-nine	years	
old,	the	LORD	appeared	to	Abram	and	said	to	him,	"I	am	God	Almighty;	Walk	before	Me,	and	be	
blameless.	I	will	establish	My	covenant	between	Me	and	you,	And	I	will	multiply	you	exceedingly."	
(Say	multiply.	You	know	God’s	first	words	to	humanity	were	“Be	fruitful	and	multiply.”	The	fruitfulness	He	
calls	from	your	life	and	my	life,	the	goodness,	the	good	things	flowing	out	of	us	that	affect	people	for	the	
Kingdom	of	God,	is	not	just	one	or	two,	it	is	not	just	2+2=4,	but	it	is	2x2=44.	He	is	always	a	God	who	
wants	to	do	multiplication	in	our	lives,	and	that	is	the	season	we	are	coming	into;	a	season	of	
multiplication.)		Abram	fell	on	his	face,	and	God	talked	with	him,	saying,	"As	for	Me,	behold,	My	
covenant	is	with	you,	And	you	will	be	the	father	of	a	multitude	of	nations.	No	longer	shall	your	name	
be	called	Abram,	But	your	name	shall	be	Abraham;	For	I	have	made	you	the	father	of	a	multitude	of	
nations.	
	
'God	Almighty’	=	El	Shaddai		
	
The	name	of	this	message	is	“Name	Changes	are	Game	Changers,”	and	when	we	go	from	strength	to	
strength	or	breakthrough	to	breakthrough	or	if	you	want	to	say	revelation	to	revelation	of	the	person	of	
God	but	also	God’s	will	for	your	life,	it	changes	how	we	view	life	here.	There	are	two	name	changes	that	
are	going	on	in	this	passage.	When	God	said	to	Abram,	“I	am	El	Shaddai,”	which	we	translate	God	
Almighty,	that	name	had	never	been	revealed	before	as	far	as	we	know	in	the	Bible.	We	think	of	El	
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Shaddai,	God	Almighty,	the	God	who	will	do	for	you	what	you	cannot	do	for	yourself,	but	as	Abram	
realized,	there	is	a	deeper	meaning	to	the	name	El	Shaddai	that	we	will	talk	about	in	just	a	few	moments,	
but	He	also	gives	Abram	a	new	name.	Now	you	need	to	know	about	Abram	that	at	99	years	old	he	was	
incredibly	successful	in	life.	He	was	very,	very	wealthy,	had	a	huge	following,	he	had	his	own	private	
army,	he	was	highly	esteemed.	In	fact,	the	name	Abram	literally	means	“exalted	father.”	In	his	culture,	in	
the	population,	everybody	who	knew	him	referred	to	him	as	exalted	father.	Not	only	did	God	reveal	a	
new	name	of	Himself	to	Abram,	but	He	gave	Abram	a	new	name	and	that	name	is	Abraham.	Abram,	as	I	
said,	means	“exalted	father,”	but	Abraham	means	“the	father	of	a	multitude	of	nations.”		
	
If	you	get	married	and	have	kids,	there	are	at	least	3	huge	changes	in	your	life.	The	biggest	one	for	sure	is	
when	you	give	your	life	to	Christ	Jesus;	it	changes	everything.	We	are	born	again	into	the	Kingdom	of	
God.	When	you	get	married,	you	are	called	to	change	your	life	and	start	caring	about	that	person	more	
than	yourself.	But	when	you	have	your	first	child	everything	dramatically	changes	because	a	healthy	
mother	and	healthy	father	with	that	first	child	say	to	themselves	that	the	welfare	and	the	longevity	and	
the	destiny	of	this	precious	child	is	more	important	to	me	than	my	dreams,	my	goals,	and	what	I’m	
about.	And	really	that	is	what	God	called	Abram	to,	saying,	“I	want	you	to	stop	thinking	about	yourself	as	
the	exalted	father,	even	though	you	and	Sarah	have	had	no	children	up	to	this	point,	but	I	want	you	to	
begin	to	think	about	yourself	as	a	father	just	as	God	the	Father	so	loved	that	He	gave	His	very	best,	gave	
the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.”	Abraham	and	Sarah	had	had	no	children	even	though	they	had	had	this	prophetic	
promise.	Well	you	know	the	story	that	about	a	year	later	Sarah	did	become	pregnant,	but	the	point	is	
that	for	Abram	to	enter	into	his	destiny	he	had	to	begin	to	think	differently,	not	only	about	God,	but	he	
had	to	begin	to	think	differently	about	himself.		
	
Shad	=	‘The	breasted	one’-	an	absolute,	infant-like	dependence	on	God	
	
El	Shaddai	we	translate	“God	Almighty”,	but	when	you	go	to	the	root	word,	it	means	something	very	
different.	The	word	shad	means	“the	breasted	one.”	How	would	that	have	come	across	to	a	very	
sophisticated,	successful,	wealthy	99-year-old	man	that	he	was	now	going	to	have	to	relate	to	God	as	
“the	breasted	one.”	How	would	that	compute?	Well,	how	was	Nicodemus	to	think	when	Jesus	said,	“You	
must	be	born	again.”	He	actually	said	to	Jesus,	“I	can’t	go	into	my	mother’s	womb	again.	What	are	you	
talking	about?”	But	even	though	Abram	was	so	successful,	he	had	as	of	yet	not	entered	into	the	fullness	
of	his	destiny,	and	for	him	to	go	from	here	where	he	was	to	there,	even	as	we	are	called	to	come	into	an	
incredible	season	of	multiplication	for	the	Kingdom	of	God	in	our	lives,	we	are	going	to	have	a	greater	
revelation	of	God.	This	term	shad,	the	breasted	one,	what	He	was	really	saying	to	Abram	is,	“I	want	you	
to	learn	to	have	an	infant-like,	a	child-like	dependence	upon	me	in	a	way	you	never	have	before.”	
	
Abram	had	to	begin	to	think	of	himself	differently	in	light	of	the	greater	revelation	of	who	God	is!	
	
Last	year	my	wife	and	I	celebrated	our	36th	anniversary,	but	it	was	also	our	36th	year	of	international	
ministry,	and	we	went	into	last	year	with	a	lot	of	excitement	and	a	lot	of	faith,	but	it	ended	up	being	one	
of	the	most	difficult	years	I	have	ever	had	in	my	life.	It	was	certainly	the	most	difficult	year	in	our	
marriage;	not	a	problem	between	Kim	and	I	but	an	event	that	happened.	What	happened	is	I	like	to	do	
trail	running	when	I’m	here	in	San	Diego,	and	on	some	trails	where	I	go	running	there	are	a	bunch	of	
rocks	which	you’ve	got	to	jump	over,	and	you’ve	got	to	be	a	little	bit	more	nimble	than	I	was	one	day.	I	
cut	my	lower	right	leg	just	above	the	ankle	in	a	couple	of	places	and	that	was	back	in	March	or	April,	and	
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I	didn’t	take	care	of	it,	and	it	got	super	infected.	It	turned	into	cellulitis,	a	skin	infection,	and	then	it	
turned	into	this	open	wound,	this	ulcer,	that	was	about	1/8th	inch	deep,	sometimes	deeper,	and	it	was	
about	2-1/2	to	3	inches	across.	That	wound	lasted	all	the	way	from	May	until	the	end	of	December.	The	
wound	itself	was	one	thing;	I	ended	up	having	to	go	to	a	lot	of	specialists	and	get	special	bandages	on	it	
and	things	like	that.	What	I	didn’t	know	until	I	developed	that	wound	is	that	is	one	of	the	most	sensitive	
parts	of	your	body	because	the	nerves	are	right	there.	There	is	no	padding.	They	are	right	on	the	skin.	So,	
for	10	months	I	had	this	open	wound	with	the	nerves	right	there	exposed	so	to	speak,	and	I	was	in	
constant	chronic	pain	for	10	months.		
	
During	the	day	when	I	was	trying	to	focus	I	could	kind	of	ignore	the	pain	a	little	bit,	but	at	night	for	many,	
many	months,	at	least	6	months,	I	went	through	incredible	insomnia.	I	could	not	sleep	because	of	the	
pain.	I	was	still	able	to	fulfill	my	ministry	obligations	I	committed	to,	traveling	places,	but	so	many	
projects,	so	many	things	we	had	planned	came	to	a	standstill.	I	couldn’t	focus	on	admin,	I	couldn’t	focus	
on	writing,	I	couldn’t	focus	on	a	lot	of	things	that	Kim	and	I	had	wanted	to	do	last	year.	Sometimes	I’d	fall	
asleep	about	midnight	and	wake	up	about	2	a.m.	and	be	awake	from	2	a.m.	until	6	or	7	a.m.	in	a	lot	of	
pain.	The	only	thing	that	would	help	would	be	to	walk	in	the	middle	of	the	night.	As	I	got	the	blood	
circulating,	it	would	help	a	little	bit.	So,	when	I	was	home,	many	nights	at	like	3,	4,	5,	6	in	the	morning	I	
would	be	walking	up	and	down	the	streets	of	our	neighborhood	with	a	limp.	I	don’t	know	what	the	
neighbors	thought	if	they	looked	out.	A	guy	with	a	limp	is	about	to	burglar	our	house	or	something.	He	is	
scoping	the	joint	out.		
	
I	was	thinking	about	all	the	people	over	the	years	I	have	had	the	privilege	of	seeing	the	Lord	heal.	Even	
last	year	what	was	really	aggravating	was	I	saw	the	Lord	heal	dramatically	some	people	with	feet	
problems.	I	was	in	Winnipeg	last	summer	in	July,	and	I	was	in	a	lot	of	pain,	but	on	the	Friday	night	the	
Lord	gave	me	a	word	to	pray	for	people	with	feet	problems.	This	guy	came	up	who	was	born	without	
arches.	He	is	35	years	old,	no	arches.	He	could	walk,	but	whenever	he’d	walk	he’d	have	pain	in	his	hips	
and	knees.	We	prayed	for	him;	instantly	the	Lord	did	a	miracle	and	created	arches,	and	he	is	up	there	
testifying	on	Sunday	that	his	wife	even	says,	“You’re	standing	taller	now,”	and	he	is	walking	without	pain	
for	the	first	time	in	his	life,	and	he	gives	his	testimony.	So,	I	said,	“Well,	who	here	in	the	crowd	has	feet	
problems?	Raise	a	hand.	Stand	up.	Come	forward.”	A	bunch	of	people	come	forward.	Later	on	in	the	
meeting	this	young	woman	testifies,	“You	know	I	didn’t	even	want	to	come	to	this	church	this	morning.	I	
don’t	believe	in	healing,	but	my	friend	said	you’ve	got	to	come	hear	this	guy.	So,	they	dragged	me	to	the	
meeting	and	I	don’t	even	believe	in	some	of	the	stuff	you’re	talking	about,	but	when	I	heard	the	
testimony	about	the	feet,	I	have	bad	feet,	so	I	came	forward	for	prayer	and	my	feet	got	healed.”	I’m	
there	interviewing	her,	and	I’m	thinking,	“Lord,	we	have	been	praying	passionately,	ardently,	fervently	
for	months	now	for	healing.	What	am	I?	Chopped	liver?	This	girl	didn’t	even	want	to	be	in	the	meeting	
and	she	gets	healed.”	I	was	just	so	frustrated.	All	the	prayers	I	could	think	of	and	all	the	testimonies	I	had	
thought	about	over	the	years,	and	I’m	just	walking	in	pain.		
	
But	I	tell	you,	almost	with	a	child-like	focus	I	began	to	focus	on	Psalm	103.	I	prayed	it	last	year	literally	
thousands	of	times.	I	would	sing	it	to	the	Lord	as	I	would	walk	the	streets.	Not	loudly,	I	didn’t	want	to	
scare	the	neighbors.		
	
Psalm	103:1-5	goes	like	this:	
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Worship	the	LORD,	O	my	soul,	
And	all	that	is	within	me,	bless	His	holy	name.	
2	Worship	the	LORD,	O	my	soul,	
And	forget	none	of	His	benefits;	
3	He	forgives	you	of	all	your	iniquities,	
And	He	heals	you	of	all	your	afflictions;	
4	He	redeems	your	life	from	the	pit,	
And	He	crowns	your	years	with	lovingkindness;	
5	And	He	renews	your	youth	like	the	eagle.	
	
I	personalized	that	because	I	was	unable	to	run	for	10	months,	and	I’m	wondering,	“Am	I	ever	going	to	be	
able	to	run	again	let	alone	even	walk	normally?”	But	I	said,	“Lord	with	all	that	is	within	me,	even	with	
this	pain	in	my	leg,	I’m	going	to	worship	you.	And	Lord,	I’m	so	frustrated	why	you	haven’t	healed	me,	but	
Lord	You	say	You	not	only	forgive	my	sins	but	You	heal	me	of	all	my	afflictions.	You	say	You	are	going	to	
lift	me	up	out	of	this	pit.”	We	had	gone	to	so	many	specialists,	we	had	gone	to	the	emergency	ward	in	
the	middle	of	the	night,	we	had	gone	to	urgent	care	many	times,	they	were	trying	to	treat	my	blood,	put	
oxygen	in	it	and	all	sorts	of	things;	nothing	really	helped.	Finally,	we	found	out	about	a	procedure,	and	
they	did	a	simple	procedure	in	early	December.	January	1st	of	this	year	was	the	first	day	in	10	months	I	
was	completely	pain	free	and	the	wound	was	sealed	over.		
	
As	painful	as	that	year	was	and	as	frustrating	as	it	was,	I	wouldn’t	trade	it	because	I	felt	like	what	the	
Lord	said	to	Abram;	that	God	called	me	into	a	greater	dependence.	Like	“Lord,	I	can’t	climb	out	of	this	pit.	
There	is	nothing	I	can	do.”	All	I	could	do	was	just	pray	this	basic	prayer	out	of	Psalm	103	over	and	over	
and	over	again.	The	word	shad	means	“breasted	one.”	Whatever	confidence	we	have	placed	in	ourselves,	
God	wants	us	to	realize,	as	Paul	said,	that	no	good	thing	really	is	in	and	of	ourselves,	but	our	strength	is	
in	God.	That	as	we	abide	in	Christ	and	Christ	abides	in	us,	we	can	bear	incredible	fruit	for	His	goodness.	
	
From	‘deliverer’	to	‘Jehovah	delivers’	
	
We	think	about	Joshua,	who	was	Moses’	protégé,	his	right-hand	man.	It	says	in	Numbers	13	when	Moses	
sent	out	the	12	spies,	including	Joshua,	he	named	them	all.	But	it	says	something	unique	about	Joshua	
because	his	name	wasn’t	always	Joshua.	To	begin	with	his	name	was	Hoshea.	It	says:	
	
Numbers	13:16	
These	are	the	names	of	the	men	whom	Moses	sent	to	spy	out	the	land;	but	Moses	called	Hoshea	the	
son	of	Nun,	Joshua.	
	
He	gave	him	a	name	change	because	the	name	Hoshea	means	“the	deliverer,”	and	no	doubt	as	Moses’	
right-hand	man,	as	his	up-and-coming	great	leader,	Joshua	thought	about	himself,	“I	am	the	deliverer.	I	
am	the	man	of	God.	I	am	the	victor	of	the	people.”	But	God	was	really	saying	to	him,	“You	need	to	begin	
to	think	about	yourself	differently.”	Joshua	means	“the	Lord	delivers.”	He	had	to	stop	thinking	about	
himself	delivering	people	and	realize	it	is	God	Almighty	who	delivers.	
	
Like	Abram,	if	Joshua	was	going	to	enter	into	his	destiny	and	calling	he	had	to	begin	to	think	of	himself	
differently	in	light	of	who	God	is!	
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In	John	1	is	the	story	of	when	Peter,	the	future	Apostle	Peter,	first	met	Jesus.	When	we	think	of	Peter	we	
know	he	was	a	fisherman,	and	we	imagine	how	he	may	have	looked,	outwardly	tough	and	buff,	strong,	
kind	of	a	man’s	man	out	there	in	the	storms	and	able	to	pull	in	the	nets	all	day	long	with	all	the	heavy	
loads	of	fish.	But	inwardly,	actually,	Peter	was	not	tough.	He	was	very	weak.	His	life	was	governed	by	a	
fear	of	man,	a	fear	of	rejection.	We	can	authentically	say	that	because	even	after	walking	with	Jesus	for	
3	years,	even	after	a	move	in	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	night	of	Jesus’	arrest	out	of	fear	of	man	
and	fear	of	rejection	Peter	denied	Jesus	3	times.	When	Jesus	meets	Peter	for	the	first	time	here	in	John,	
Chapter	1,	Jesus,	who	knows	all	things	and	knows	that	down	the	road	even	after	He	has	invested	3	years	
into	Peter’s	life	that	Peter	is	going	to	deny	Him	3	times,	Jesus,	like	the	Father,	sees	past	that.	God	is	
aware	of	your	and	my	current	foibles,	whatever	weaknesses,	whatever	issues	we	are	still	sorting	through	
with	God,	He	sees	past	that	into	the	destiny,	the	calling,	the	purposes	He	has	on	your	life	and	my	life.	
Peter’s	brother	brings	him	to	Jesus,	and	at	that	time	his	name	was	Simon.	
	
John	1:41-42	
He	found	first	his	own	brother	Simon	and	said	to	him,	"We	have	found	the	Messiah"	(which	translated	
means	Christ).	He	brought	him	to	Jesus.	Jesus	looked	at	him	and	said	(before	Peter	can	say	anything,	
Jesus	prophesied	over	him	and	gave	him	a	new	name),	"You	are	Simon	the	son	of	John;	you	shall	be	
called	Cephas"	(which	is	translated	Peter).	
	
What	is	important	about	this	passage	is	the	word	Simon	means	“weak	and	frail.”	It	was	a	prophetic	
picture	at	that	time	of	what	was	really	in	Peter’s	heart,	a	weakness,	a	fear,	a	fragility.	But	Jesus	was	
saying,	“When	I’m	done	with	you,	you	are	going	to	be	called	Cephas.”	Cephas	is	just	the	opposite.	Cephas	
means	a	rock.	What	Jesus	was	actually	saying	is,	“When	I’m	done	with	you,	you	are	not	going	to	be	
weak,	you	are	not	going	to	be	afraid	of	man,	you	are	going	to	be	like	Me,	the	Rock	of	Salvation.”	
	
We	just	had	a	testimony	a	couple	of	times	during	the	conference	this	weekend	from	Heather	Hoffman,	
Neil	Hoffman’s	wife.	Many	of	you	know	Heather.	You	know	she	has	a	whole	pack	of	sons	there	to	take	
care	of,	and	on	top	of	that	trying	to	rein	in	Neil	from	time	to	time.	She	shared	this	testimony:	She	took	
her	boys	to	the	mall	about	a	week	or	two	ago.	She	was	sitting	there	at	the	mall	and	a	lady	sat	down	near	
her,	and	they	end	up	having	small	talk.	The	lady	says,	“I’m	from	El	Centro,”	and	Heather	said	something	
happened	that	had	never	happened	to	her	before.	She	almost	didn’t	understand	it,	but	she	looks	at	this	
woman	who	had	said	nothing	about	Chula	Vista,	and	she	says	to	her,	“So	what	is	going	on	in	Chula	
Vista?”	As	Heather	said	this	to	the	woman,	Heather	realizes	the	woman	had	said	nothing	about	Chula	
Vista	and	the	woman	realizes	she	had	said	nothing	about	Chula	Vista,	and	they	are	looking	at	each	other	
kind	of	strangely.	The	woman	says,	“Well,	it’s	interesting	you	would	say	that	because	all	of	my	family	is	
based	in	Chula	Vista.	But	I’m	not	actually	here	to	visit	my	family,	I’m	going	to	La	Jolla.”	They	haven’t	even	
talked	about	this,	but	then	Heather	looks	at	her	and	says,	“Oh	you’re	going	to	see	a	doctor.”	The	woman	
looks	at	her	and	she	is	thinking,	“What	is	going	on	here?”	The	woman	says,	“Yes,	I	am	going	to	see	a	
doctor.	I	had	brain	surgery	a	while	back	and	I’m	going	for	a	checkup.”	Then	Heather	says	to	her,	“Well,	
God	wants	to	do	something	about	those	headaches	you’re	experiencing.”	And	the	woman	is	looking	at	
her	like,	“I	haven’t	said	anything	about	Chula	Vista,	anything	about	doctors,	anything	about	headaches.”	
Heather	was	able	to	pray	with	her	and	pray	for	healing	and	share	the	Lord	with	her.		
Now	this	is	a	great	story	in	and	of	itself,	but	what	I	really	like	about	this	and	Heather	shared	this	quite	
freely,	she	has	never	experienced	anything	like	that.	She	said	she	has	had	visions	for	people	in	ministry	
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times	here	at	church	when	she’s	prayed	for	them	but	never	sitting	down	with	a	complete	stranger,	and	it	
wasn’t	just	one	word	of	revelation,	it	was	three.	I	said,	“Heather	this	is	the	multiplication.	Things	we’ve	
never	done	before.	It	is	just	going	to	begin	to	happen.”	There	may	be	areas	in	your	life	and	my	life	where	
maybe	we	have	a	fear	of	man,	maybe	we	have	a	fear	of	rejection,	where	there	are	times	where	we	are	
thinking,	“Wow,	I	would	really	like	to	share	the	gospel,	but	what	will	these	people	say?”	Or	maybe	you	
work	in	a	place	where	everybody	is	politically	correct,	where	people	are	able	to	talk	about	anything	and	
everything	except	Jesus,	and	there	are	certain	moments	where	you	think,	“I	have	to	say	something,”	but	
maybe	fear	is	holding	you	back.	The	good	news	is	God	is	not	done	with	us	and	just	like	He	said	to	Peter,	
“You’re	not	going	to	stay	the	way	you	are,	you	are	going	to	be	conformed	to	the	image	of	Me.”	That	is	
what	is	happening	in	your	life	and	my	life.	God	wants	to	give	us	a	great	revelation	of	El	Shaddai,	the	God	
who	can	do	for	us	what	we	cannot	do	for	ourselves.	
	
Before	we	go	into	a	bit	of	ministry,	I	want	to	close	with	this	story	that	is	a	powerful	illustration	of	the	
transformation	that	Jesus	has	for	our	lives.	This	is	a	story	that	I	found	out	about	3	years	ago,	but	it	
actually	happened	in	1993	when	my	wife	and	I	had	first	moved	to	Toronto.	I	was	leading	a	meeting	
there,	and	the	worship	was	over.	I	was	already	speaking,	and	a	young	girl	comes	in	about	22	years	old.	I	
had	never	seen	her	before.	She	comes	in	with	the	lady	who	had	brought	her	to	the	meeting.	There	were	
no	open	seats	except	right	in	the	middle.	You	know	when	you	get	there	really	late	and	you	have	to	walk	
in	front	of	everybody	and	find	that	seat	everybody	is	looking	at	you.	Then	I	graciously	embarrassed	them	
a	whole	lot	more.	I	stopped	my	message	and	I	pointed	at	the	22-year-old	girl	and	I	said,	“What	is	your	
name?”	I	had	never	seen	her	before.	I	didn’t	know	anything	about	her.	She	said,	“My	name	is	AJ.”	This	is	
here	story:	At	the	age	of	22	she	had	already	tried	to	commit	suicide	3	times.	The	first	time	she	tried	to	
commit	suicide	she	was	only	7	years	old.	She	was	anorexic.	She	suffered	from	deep	insomnia.	She	
suffered	from	suicidal	depression	all	the	time,	stomach	problems.	Her	father	was	emotionally	never	
available	for	her	as	she	was	growing	up.	Her	mother	was	a	raging	alcoholic	who	could	never	take	care	of	
the	kids.	About	6	months	before	this	night,	she	had	walked	into	her	father’s	office	and	found	that	her	
father	had	committed	suicide;	he	had	shot	himself	through	the	head.	Her	mother	was	so	out	of	it,	her	
mother	could	not	take	care	of	anything.	AJ	had	to	handle	everything,	even	going	with	the	police	to	the	
morgue	to	officially	identify	the	body.	AJ	had	to	clean	her	father’s	blood	off	the	walls	in	the	office.	All	of	
AJ’s	spiritual	and	emotional	problems	got	dramatically	worse,	as	you	can	imagine.	She	began	to	start	
having	a	break	with	reality.	About	a	week	before	this	night	in	church	she	had	been	walking	in	a	mall	in	
downtown	Toronto	just	like	a	zombie,	just	out	of	it	completely.	At	the	end	of	the	mall	she	saw	a	man	
walking	and	she	thought	it	was	her	dad,	whom	she	knows	is	dead.	She	went	running	down	the	hallway	of	
the	mall	yelling,	“Daddy,	Daddy,	Daddy,”	only	of	course	to	catch	up	with	this	man	and	realize	it	is	not	her	
father.	She	collapsed	on	the	floor	crying	and	literally	she	was	carried	out	by	security	out	of	the	mall.	This	
is	the	condition	she	is	in,	and	she	comes	to	this	meeting.	She	was	just	starting	to	get	involved	with	church	
and	the	Lord	Jesus.		
	
When	I	said,	“What	is	your	name?”	and	she	said,	“AJ,”	I	said,	“Well	AJ,	this	is	what	the	Lord	says	to	you:	If	
you	are	going	to	throw	your	life	away,	why	not	throw	it	in	the	hands	of	Jesus	and	see	what	He	wants	to	
do	with	it?	And	by	the	way,	stop	looking	for	your	dad,	he	is	gone.	But	God	wants	to	teach	you	that	He	is	
your	Father	and	He	is	going	to	care	for	you.”	Her	first	reaction	was	anger	at	the	woman	who	brought	
her.	She	thought	she	had	called	me	before	the	meeting	and	told	me	about	her,	but	that	hadn’t	happened.	
As	AJ	went	on	in	the	meeting,	she	began	for	the	first	time	in	her	life	to	get	dramatically	filled	with	the	
power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	to	the	point	where	she	couldn’t	move.	She	ended	up	collapsing	from	the	power	of	
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the	Holy	Spirit	on	her,	and	she	spent	about	a	half	hour	unable	to	get	up	off	the	floor.	She	was	thinking,	
“What	is	wrong	with	me?	Why	aren’t	these	people	doing	something,	helping	me,	call	an	ambulance,	
taking	me	to	the	psych	ward	or	something?”	This	is	her	testimony.	We	have	shot	a	video	with	her.	She	
has	told	this	testimony	many	times	and	given	me	permission	to	tell	her	story.	But	when	she	got	off	the	
floor	of	church	that	night	25	years	ago,	she	said	she	has	never	suffered	depression	from	that	time	on.	All	
of	her	stomach	problems	completely	disappeared.	She	has	never	thought	about	suicide	once	since	then.	
After	that	she	got	going	in	a	school	of	ministry	we	started	at	our	church	there.	She	met	a	young	guy	from	
Scotland	who	was	there	at	the	school.	She	and	this	young	man,	Alan,	got	married.	Today	they	function	as	
leaders	in	a	church	I	go	to	every	year	in	Nashville,	Tennessee,	and	they	have	ministered	in	over	20	
countries	internationally	teaching	and	preaching	about	the	father	heart	of	God,	the	care	of	God,	the	
nurturing	of	God.	But	you	know,	when	she	walked	into	that	meeting	at	22	years	old,	even	though	she	
was	beginning	to	believe	in	Jesus,	had	an	idea	that	God	loved	her,	she	was	going	to	heaven,	she	had	no	
idea	whatsoever	that	God	had	an	incredible	destiny	and	calling	and	purpose	for	her	that	was	just	
unimaginable.	Today,	she	and	her	husband	have	3	wonderful	kids.	Her	whole	life	is	just	the	complete	
opposite	of	anything	she	thought.		
	
This	is	the	business	of	the	Kingdom	of	God.	This	is	the	business	of	Jesus.	That	in	the	Father’s	love	He	gives	
us	His	very	best,	and	His	very	best	is	so	healing,	so	transforming,	that	He	takes	what	is	ashes,	what	is	
destroyed,	what	is	worthless	in	our	lives,	and	He	gives	us	beauty	for	those	ashes.		
	
God	created	you	to	walk	in	the	freedom	of	knowing	that	God	knows	you	100%,	but	He	loves	you	anyway.	
He	wants	you	to	walk	in	the	freedom	of	realizing	He	has	a	will	for	your	life	that	is	more	than	your	eyes	
have	seen,	more	than	your	ears	have	heard,	more	than	you	can	understand.	
	
1	Corinthians	2:9	
“What	no	eye	has	seen,	nor	ear	heard,	nor	the	heart	of	man	imagined,	what	God	has	prepared	for	
those	who	love	him.”	
	
Proverbs	23:7	
As	a	man	thinks,	so	he	is.	(and	that	includes	women	obviously)	
	
I	believe	that	God	wants	to	bring	us	into	a	deeper	revelation	that	He	is	El	Shaddai.	He	is	the	God	who	can	
do	for	us	what	we	cannot	do	for	ourselves.	As	we	begin	to	think	about	God	differently,	we	begin	to	think	
about	ourselves	differently.	We	go	from	being,	so	to	speak,	an	Abram	to	an	Abraham.	We	go	from	being	
someone	who	is	weak	and	fragile	and	afraid	of	life	to	more	than	a	conqueror	in	Christ	Jesus	like	Peter.	
	
[Image	of	Jesus	in	the	Pacific]	
https://d1o2alqw72z1h8.cloudfront.net/39405740-1521308314098_640x640.jpg	
	
We	had	that	prophetic	word	about	3	years	ago	about	a	time	was	coming	when	Jesus	would	be	moving	
the	living	waters	over	Southern	California,	and	a	young	man	in	our	church	painted	this	picture	based	
upon	that	word.	But	as	Dave	said	and	Mark	Hoffman	as	well	and	our	entire	staff,	we	have	been	seeing	as	
a	church	so	much	of	an	increase	of	people	coming	to	the	Lord,	prodigals	coming	to	the	Lord,	but	we	
believe	we	are	right	on	the	cusp	of	what	God	is	wanting	to	do.	It	is	not	about	us	just	as	members	of	the	
church	saying,	“Hallelujah,	Amen,	bring	it	on,	Lord.”	But	it	is	you	and	I	as	individuals	realizing	that	the	



Name	Changes	are	Game	Changers	

	

Page 10 of 10 
 

Kingdom	of	God	is	not	just	near,	but	the	Kingdom	of	God	as	Jesus	said	is	within	us.	As	we	seek	first	the	
King,	Jesus,	and	His	righteousness,	there	is	no	limitation	with	what	God	can	do	for	our	lives.		
	
It	is	An	Appointed	Time	for	the	saints	in	California	to	emerge	into	the	freedom	of	our	calling	and	destiny	
as	we	seek	first	the	kingdom	of	God	and	His	righteousness!		
	
Daniel	2:20-22	
Daniel	answered	and	said:	"Blessed	be	the	name	of	God	forever	and	ever,	to	whom	belong	wisdom	
and	might.	He	changes	times	and	seasons;	he	removes	kings	and	sets	up	kings;	he	gives	wisdom	to	the	
wise	and	knowledge	to	those	who	have	understanding;	he	reveals	deep	and	hidden	things;	he	knows	
what	is	in	the	darkness,	and	the	light	dwells	with	him.	
	
Let’s	as	a	people,	saved,	called,	and	anointed	by	God,	walk	in	the	light	of	His	presence,	power,	and	
purposes!		
	
For	such	a	time	as	this	God	has	placed	us	right	where	we	are!	
	


