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Let’s	get	into	the	message!	Now,	several	months	ago	we	had	a	home	fellowship	pastor’s	retreat	and	I	
brought	a	teaching	at	that	retreat.	And	my	brother	Dave	and	a	number	of	other	people	asked	if	I	could	
bring	a	version	of	that	teaching	to	the	whole	church	so	that’s	what	I’m	going	to	do	today.	And	this	
sermon	is	going	to	help	you	if	you	want	to	be	useful	to	God	and	to	Jesus	and	to	be	fruitful.	And	we’re	
going	to	be	talking	about	the	Holy	Spirit	and	how	He	wants	to	use	us.	And	also,	we’re	going	to	have	some	
teaching	that’s	going	to	help	us	navigate	among	some	of	the	teaching	that’s	going	on	out	there	and	
things	that	are	happening	so	we’ll	be	focused	on	just	what	it	is	the	Holy	Spirit	wants	to	do	in	and	through	
us.	And	so	we’re	going	to	start	in	the	book	of	Acts,	if	you	want	to	open	up	your	Bibles	there	or	whatever	
you	use,	but	we’re	going	to	be	there	for	a	while.	It’s	called	“Acts	of	the	Apostles.”	Many	people	have	said	
it	should	be	called	“Acts	of	the	Holy	Spirit”	and	beginning	with	Acts	1:1,	we	read	this:	
	
Acts	1:1	
The	first	account	I	composed,	Theophilus,	about	all	that	Jesus	began	to	do	and	teach…	
	
And	so	Luke	is	writing	the	book	of	Acts	and	he	refers	to	his	first	account,	his	first	book,	which	is	the	
Gospel	of	Luke,	(Acts	is	a	sequel)	and	what	he	says	is	in	the	first	account,	the	gospel,	I	wrote	about	
everything	that	Jesus	began	to	do,	that	is	in	His	physical	body.	The	book	of	Acts	is	a	sequel	that	tells	us	
what	Jesus	continues	to	do	through	His	spiritual	body.	Now	how	many	of	you	are	glad	Jesus	isn’t	done	
working?	That	He	still	has	wonderful	things	to	do	and	He	does	it	through	us,	His	spiritual	body.	Now	in	
the	next	seven	verses,	we’re	going	to	learn	four	essential	truths	about	the	kind	of	people	Jesus	uses	and	
what	we	want	to	have	in	place	in	our	life.	And	I’m	going	to	just	touch	on	the	first	three	of	those	just	to	
give	us	a	context	because	I	want	to	spend	most	of	our	time	on	the	fourth	point.	So,	let’s	read	the	first	five	
verses.	
	
Acts	1:5	
The	first	account	I	composed,	Theophilus,	about	all	that	Jesus	began	to	do	and	teach,	until	the	day	
when	He	was	taken	up	to	heaven,	after	He	had	by	the	Holy	Spirit	given	orders	to	the	apostles	whom	
He	had	chosen.	To	these	He	also	presented	Himself	alive	after	His	suffering,	by	many	convincing	
proofs,	appearing	to	them	over	a	period	of	forty	days	and	speaking	of	the	things	concerning	the	
kingdom	of	God.	Gathering	them	together,	He	commanded	them	not	to	leave	Jerusalem,	but	to	wait	
for	what	the	Father	has	promised,	“Which,”	He	said,	“you	heard	from	Me;	for	John	baptized	with	
water,	but	you	will	be	baptized	with	the	Holy	Spirit	not	many	days	from	now.”	
	
There	are	four	key	elements	there	that	we’re	going	to	focus	on,	so	the	first	one	is	right	there	in	the	
second	verse,	it	says	“…until	the	day	when	He	was	taken	up	to	heaven.”	So,	before	he	was	taken	up	to	
heaven,	he	accomplished	something	and	what	was	that?	“…after	He	had,	by	the	Holy	Spirit	given	orders	
to	the	apostles	whom	he	had	chosen.”	The	first	point	I	want	to	make	is,	the	apostles,	Jesus	gave	them	
orders	and	not	suggestions.	The	apostles	had	to	be	completely	submitted	to	the	will	of	God	if	they	were	
to	be	effective.	In	verse	4	we	read	that	He	commanded	them	not	to	leave	Jerusalem.	Willingness	to	
submit	to	authority	releases	great	authority	in	power.	A	person	who	is	unwilling	to	deal	with	authority,	
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who	won’t	be	held	accountable,	who	can’t	be	corrected,	is	a	person	that	Jesus	can’t	use.	And	so	if	we	
want	Jesus	to	use	us,	we	have	to	deal	with	the	issue	of	authority.	We	have	to	be	willing	to	respond	to	the	
authority	in	God’s	Word,	for	instance,	but	also	the	authority	in	spiritual	leaders	that	He	gives	us.	So	that’s	
the	first	thing,	is	people	have	to	understand	authority	and	deal	with	it.	
	
Number	2	is	in	verse	three,	we	read	about	the	apostles,	“To	these	He	also	presented	Himself	alive	after	
His	suffering”,	that	is	His	crucifixion	“…by	many	convincing	proofs…”	So,	we’re	going	to	see	that	over	40	
days,	Jesus	appeared	to	them	in	various	ways,	in	infallible	ways,	so	that	they	would	be	completely	
convinced	that	He’d	risen	from	the	dead,	that	He’d	conquered	death.	Now	why	many	convincing	proofs?	
Because	if	they	were	to	be	successful	against	the	difficulties	and	the	opposition	and	the	delays	that	they	
would	encounter,	they	had	to	be	absolutely	convinced.	How	many	of	you	know	people	that	don’t	have	
deep	convictions	cannot	endure	difficulties?	If	you’re	to	be	useful,	you	must	have	strong	convictions,	you	
must	know	what	you	believe	and	be	convinced	of	it.	And	that’s	a	problem	with	a	lot	of	Christians,	
because	a	lot	of	Christians	don’t	really	know	their	Bibles.	They	don’t	really	know	what	they	think	about	
certain	positions	and	so	they	tend	to	just	drift	around.	They’re	changeable	and	they	can’t	expect	to	be	
very	useful	if	you	don’t	have	conviction.	So	that’s	the	second	thing.	
	
The	third	point	we’re	going	to	read	in	the	second	half	of	verse	3	“…appearing	to	them	over	a	period	of	
40	days”	so	there	were	40	days	between	Jesus’s	resurrection	and	His	ascension	and	for	40	days,	He	was	
with	them.	“…appearing	to	them	over	a	period	of	40	days	and	speaking	of	the	things	concerning	the	
kingdom	of	God.”	Now,	why	did	He	spend	40	days	with	them?	Because	they	needed	to	be	instructed	in	
the	things	concerning	the	kingdom	of	God.	When	you	read	the	Gospels,	as	I	already	mentioned,	you’ll	
find	out	that	the	number	one	subject	of	Jesus’s	teaching	was	the	kingdom	of	God	(it’s	what	most	of	His	
parables	were	about),	and	yet	there	were	a	lot	of	things	they	were	not	yet	ready	to	understand	or	accept	
or	believe	until	He	was	crucified	and	rose	from	the	dead.	John	chapter	6,	verse	12	we	read	this…	Jesus	
said	to	them	while	he	was	still	with	them	before	the	crucifixion.	
	
John	6:12		
“I	have	many	more	things	to	say	to	you,	but	you	cannot	bear	them	now.”	
	
And	so	after	His	resurrection,	He	had	a	lot	more	things	to	teach	them	that	before…	it’s	like	He	said,	“I	
could	have	told	you	before,	but	you	wouldn’t	have	believed	me.”	Now,	a	lot	of	you	will	notice	that	when	
you	read	the	letters,	the	epistles,	that	the	apostles	wrote,	there’s	a	lot	of	revelation	in	them	that	wasn’t	
in	the	Gospels.	And	a	lot	of	that	comes	from	probably	these	40	days	in	which	He	was	now	instructing	
them	in	additional	truths.	So	that’s	the	third	major	point,	is	like	the	apostles,	we	need	to	be	fully	
instructed	in	the	kingdom	of	God.	In	other	words,	we	have	to	know	how	God	works	in	the	world	today.	
The	kingdom	of	God	is	a	realm	where	He’s	working.	How	many	of	you	know	God’s	ways	are	not	man’s	
ways?	How	many	of	you	know	we	can’t	accomplish	God’s	purposes	with	our	human	wisdom	and	ways	of	
acting?	So	we	need	to	understand	how	God	accomplishes	things,	how	He	works,	what	are	the	principles	
Jesus	was	teaching	us,	so	that	we	can	cooperate	with	Him	and	do	wonderful	things.	So	there	are	3	points,	
each	one	of	them	could	be,	not	only	a	sermon,	each	one	of	them	could	be	a	series	of	sermons,	in	
themselves.	But	I	wanted	to	just	go	through	those	3	quickly	to	set	the	context.	So	we	found	out	that	if	we	
want	to	be	used	by	God,	we	have	to	be	people	who	have	dealt	with	the	issue	of	authority	in	our	life.	
Number	2,	we’ve	got	to	be	people	who	live	out	of	deep	convictions	and	have	convictions	and	have	
developed	convictions.	And	number	3,	we	have	to	understand	how	God	works	in	the	world.	
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But	do	you	know	that	even	if	the	apostles	had	all	three	of	those	nailed	down	in	their	lives,	they	still	would	
not	be	able	to	be	effective	and	neither	will	we	without	the	next	and	the	fourth	element	we	want	to	talk	
about.	And	we’re	going	to	read	that	again	in	verse	4	and	5.	It	says	“Gathering	them	together,	He	
commanded	them	not	to	leave	Jerusalem,	but	to	wait	for	what	the	Father	had	promised,	which	He	
said,	you	heard	from	Me;	for	John	baptized	with	water	but	you	will	be	baptized	with	the	Holy	Spirit	not	
many	days	from	now.”	So,	they	needed	to	be	baptized	with	the	Holy	Spirit,	they	needed	to	experience	
the	Holy	Spirit’s	guidance	and	empowerment	if	they	were	ever	to	fulfill	the	commission	that	Jesus	Christ	
had	given	them.	Now	in	the	same	way,	we	will	fail	if	we	are	not	baptized,	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit,	
guided	by	the	Holy	Spirit	and	working	with	His	power.	And	we	just	finished	a	great	conference,	last	
weekend	was	the	last	day	of	it,	focused	on	the	working	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	And	we	have	David’s	class	
starting	2	weeks	from	next	Wednesday.	I	want	to	encourage	you	to	take	that	because	it’s	important	we	
understand	the	Holy	Spirit.	
	
But	what	I	want	to	do	today	is	I	want	to	just	address	one	issue	of	that.	And	the	issue	is	what	was	the	
purpose	in	Jesus	Christ	sending	the	Holy	Spirit?	How	many	of	you	know	if	you	don’t	understand	the	
purpose	of	something,	you	will	probably	misuse	it?	So	we	need	to	understand	what	is	His	purpose.	Today,	
I	think	there’s	a	lot	of	confusion	about	the	purpose	of	the	Holy	Spirit	and	therefore	some	people	have	
gone	off	into	some	strange,	troubling	extremes.	The	first	thing	we	got	to	understand	is	that	our	God	is	a	
God	of	purpose.	He	always	has	a	purpose	in	everything	that	He	does.	So	what	is	the	purpose	Jesus	had	in	
sending	us	the	Holy	Spirit	on	the	day	of	Pentecost	which	happened	just	10	days	after	the	Ascension?	
We’re	going	to	pick	it	up	now	in	verse	six.	
	
Acts	1:6-8	
So	when	they	had	come	together,	they	were	asking	Him,	saying,	“Lord,	is	it	at	this	time	You	are	
restoring	the	kingdom	to	Israel?”	and	He	said	to	them,	“It	is	not	for	you	to	know	the	time	or	epochs	
which	the	Father	has	fixed	for	His	own	authority;	but	you	will	receive	power	when	the	Holy	Spirit	has	
come	upon	you;	and	you	shall	be	My	witnesses	both	in	Jerusalem,	and	in	all	of	Judea	and	Samaria,	and	
even	to	the	remotest	part	of	the	earth.	
	
So	they	were	kind	of	like	us	spending	way	too	much	trying	to	figure	out	what	was	going	to	happen	in	the	
future,	when	it	was	going	to	happen,	how	it	was	going	to	happen,	he	said	don’t	worry	about	that,	but	
you	focus	on	this!	
		
And	so	we	learn	here	that	the	main	purpose	that	Jesus	sent	the	Holy	Spirit	to	us	for	was	for	evangelism,	
to	go	out	to	all	the	world,	to	reach	the	unsaved,	to	reach	the	lost.	And	as	I	said,	just	10	days	later	on	the	
day	of	Pentecost,	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	fell,	Peter	preached	a	sermon	and	what	happened?	The	
crowds	were	gathered	by	the	signs	and	3,000	people	were	saved.	Mission	accomplished!	And	that	leads	
me	to	say	this…	that	the	truest	measure	of	the	Holy	Spirit’s	activity	and	the	level	of	His	activity	is	people	
being	saved	and	people	being	delivered	from	the	clutches	and	the	strongholds	of	the	enemy,	of	baptisms	
happening.	That	is	the	strongest	measure	of	His	presence,	more	so	than	any	other	secondary	
manifestation	that	might	be	running	through	the	body	of	Christ	that	people	get	excited	about.	Now,	how	
can	I	say	that?	Why	can	I	say	that?	Why	can	I	say	that	none	of	those	other	things	are	the	primary	
measure	but	it’s	people	being	saved	and	delivered	and	set	free.	Why?	Because	that’s	the	reason	He	
came.	Why	did	Jesus	send	Him?	He	sent	Him	so	they	could	be	His	witnesses	and	draw	people	in	all	over.	
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So	that’s	the	gold	standard	to	measure	the	depth	of	the	Holy	Spirit	moving,	not	any	other	secondary	
thing.	
	
Now,	I	want	to	just	make	a	point	here,	kind	of	review	this	and	understand	that	the	Holy	Spirit	has,	if	you	
will,	two	separate	assignments	or	realms	in	which	He	works.	The	first	one	is	interior.	We	call	that	
regeneration.	The	Holy	Spirit	comes	into	our	heart	so	that	we	will	have	a	relationship	with	God.	Out	of	
our	heart	we’ll	say,	“Abba,	Father.”	The	Holy	Spirit	comes	into	our	heart	to	comfort	us,	to	give	us	
assurance	of	our	salvation,	to	strengthen	us,	and	all	those	things.	But	there’s	a	second	work	of	the	Holy	
Spirit	that	we	call	the	baptism	of	the	Holy	Spirit	and	this	is	the	power	of	God	coming	upon	the	church	and	
upon	every	believer	in	the	church.	And	the	primary	purpose	of	that	is	for	evangelism	and	bringing	people	
in.	As	a	matter	of	fact	we	might	say	that	really	the	baptism	of	the	Holy	Spirit	isn’t	primarily	for	us	
Christians.	It’s	not	primarily	just	so	that	we	can	have	fantastic	experiences	and	goosebumps	and	all	that	
stuff.	The	baptism	of	the	Holy	Spirit	is	really	given	for	Jesus,	so	that	Jesus’s	body	will	have	the	power	to	
fulfill	Jesus’s	ministry	and	help	with	the	burden	Jesus	carries	for	the	lost.	We	might	also	say	that	the	
baptism	of	the	Holy	Spirit	is	not	so	much	for	us	as	it’s	for	the	lost	so	they	can	be	brought	in.		
	
Now,	I	want	you	to	think	about	what	that	means.	If	the	purpose	of	the	outpouring	of	the	Holy	Spirit	is	to	
bring	in	the	lost,	to	set	people	free,	to	bring	them	from	darkness	into	light,	then	that	purpose	must	
control	or	dictate	how	we	conduct	our	meetings	that	are	public.	Does	that	make	sense?	If	that’s	His	
purpose,	then	we’ve	got	to	take	that	into	mind	when	we	conduct	our	meetings.	Now	Dave	and	I	in	the	
past	have	taken	some	grief	from	people	that	claim	that	we	shut	down	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	reason	that	
they	do	that	is	because	we	don’t	allow	just	anything	to	take	place	in	our	public	meetings.	Sometimes	
people	just	want	to	get	really	extreme	in	their	behaviors	and	I	don’t	know	where	they	picked	it	up	and	we	
tell	them	no.	Why?	Because	if	the	purpose	of	the	Holy	Spirit	is	to	bring	people	into	the	kingdom	of	God,	to	
bring	people	into	the	church,	then	you’re	not	going	to	quench	the	Holy	Spirit	by	conducting	a	meeting	in	
such	a	way	that	He	can	fulfill	His	purpose.	How	many	of	you	guys	think	that	just	made	sense?	A	lot	of	
words.	If	you	understood	it,	then	you’re	a	very	smart	person.	So	the	Holy	Spirit,	if	He’s	true	to	His	mission	
and	purpose,	He’s	never	going	to	be	quenched	by	our	conducting	meetings	in	a	way	that	He	can	fulfill	His	
purpose.	Let	me	give	you	some	examples:	1st	Corinthians	14,	we’re	going	to	talk	about	one	particular	
manifestation	and	why	Paul	says	there	should	be	guidelines.	
	
1	Corinthians	14:23		
Therefore	if	the	whole	church	assembles	together	and	all	speak	in	tongues,	and	ungifted	men	or	
unbelievers	enter,	will	they	not	say	that	you	are	mad?	(And	will	they	not	look	for	the	quickest	exit?)		
If	anyone	speaks	in	a	tongue,	it	should	be	by	two	or	at	the	most	three	and	each	in	turn,	and	one	must	
interpret;	but	if	there	is	no	interpreter,	he	must	keep	silent	in	the	church;	and	let	him	speak	to	himself	
and	to	God.	
	
So	here’s	clear	guidelines	given	for	the	Spirit’s	moving	and	manifestations.	And	what’s	the	reason	for	the	
guideline?	The	Holy	Spirit’s	purpose.	Because	the	ultimate	purpose	is	to	bring	people	to	Christ.	When	we	
go	to	verse	33,	there’s	an	important	principle	there	that	should	govern	things,	it	says:	
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1	Corinthians	14:33	
…for	God	is	not	a	God	of	confusion	but	of	peace,	(and	then	he	adds	this	sort	of	line,	because	the	
Corinthian	church	was	a	church	that	tended	to	be	chaotic	and	extremist	and	he	says,	“Why	don’t	you	act	
like	all	the	other	churches?)	as	in	all	the	churches	of	the	saints.	
	
In	other	words,	this	is	important,	here’s	what	he’s	saying.	He’s	saying	that	the	Holy	Spirit	does	not	
require	that	we	create	an	atmosphere	of	chaos	in	order	for	Him	to	work.	He	doesn’t	need	people	
shouting	and	running	around	the	room	and	dancing	wildly	and	doing	all	these	other	things	to	free	the	
Holy	Spirit	to	work.	He’s	not	a	God	of	disorder.	He’s	a	God	of	order.	And	so	when	we	create	those	kind	of	
wild	scenes,	we	actually	hinder	the	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit	and	what	we	do	is	we	cause	people	to	act	
carnally	and	fleshly	and	sometimes	we	can	even	encourage	confusing	spirits	to	come	in,	spirits	we	don’t	
want	in	our	meetings.		
	
Now	some	teach	that	gaining	the	kingdom	of	God	requires	that	we	leave	our	rational	mind	behind	and	
then	we	enter	the	irrational.	We	had	a	conference	a	couple	of	years	ago	here	at	a	church	in	East	County	
and	I	want	to	give	you	exact	quotations	from	notes	taken	from	the	message	of	one	of	the	ministers	that	
was	there,	he	was	an	evangelist.	Here’s	his	direction:	“You	have	got	to	get	out	of	your	mind	to	receive	so	
start	drinking	the	new	wine.	You’ve	got	to	get	drunk,	don’t	think	too	much.	What	we’re	going	to	do	is	
we’re	going	to	sink	heaven	and	earth	by	shouting	into	the	heavens.	By	shouting	we’re	going	to	create	a	
glory	cloud	and	we’re	going	to	bring	heaven	down	to	earth.	Now	as	you	shout	(and	they	did	this	
physically),	reach	up	into	heaven,	reach	up	in	the	glory	realm	and	pull	it	on	down.”	Now	if	you	were	
caught	up	in	the	moment	in	that	meeting,	if	you	were	there	and	caught	up	in	the	enthusiasm,	you	might	
have	just	gone	along	with	that.	But	maybe	later	if	you	stop	to	think	about	it,	you	might	question	the	
wisdom	of	that	reaction.		
	
What	I	want	us	to	do	is	I	want	us	to	look	at	the	showdown	on	Mount	Carmel	between	Elijah,	the	prophet,	
and	the	400	prophets	of	Baal	which	were	pagans.	And	let’s	just	see	the	difference.	So,	we’ll	start	off	with	
the	400	prophets	of	Baal.	They’re	having	this	big	showdown	on	the	mountain.	
	
I	Kings	18:26	–	28		
Then	they	took	the	ox	which	was	given	them	and	they	prepared	it	and	called	on	the	name	of	Baal	from	
morning	until	noon	saying,	“O	Baal,	answer	us.”	But	there	was	no	voice	and	no	one	answered.	And	
they	leaped	about	the	altar	which	they	had	made.	It	came	about	at	noon,	that	Elijah	mocked	them	
and	said,	“Call	out	with	a	loud	voice,	for	he	is	a	god;	either	he	is	occupied	or	gone	aside;	or	is	on	a	
journey,	or	perhaps	he	is	asleep	and	needs	to	be	awakened.”	So	they	cried	with	a	loud	voice	and	cut	
themselves	according	their	custom	with	swords	and	lances	until	the	blood	gushed	out	on	them.	
	
So	they	called,	they	called	louder,	they	shouted,	they	danced,	they	cut	themselves,	why?	Because	they	
believed	that	by	their	actions	they	can	open	up	the	heavens.	They	believed	that	by	their	actions	they	
could	bring	heaven	to	earth,	they	could	ascend	before	God	by	what	they	did.	And	that	my	friends	is	the	
heart	of	mysticism	and	paganism.	That	we	can	control	heaven,	that	we	can	control	what	happens,	we	
can	cause	heaven	to	earth	by	our	actions.	Now	I	want	to	compare	that	to	Elijah	and	what	Elijah	did.	Now	
it’s	his	turn	and	he	puts	his	sacrifice	up.	
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I	Kings	18:36	–	38	
At	the	time	of	the	offering	of	the	evening	sacrifice,	Elijah	the	prophet	came	near	and	said,	“Oh	Lord,	
the	God	of	Abraham,	Isaac	and	Israel,	today	let	it	be	known	that	you	are	God	in	Israel	and	that	I	am	
Your	servant	and	I	have	done	all	these	things	at	Your	word.	Answer	me,	O	Lord,	answer	me,	that	this	
people	may	know	that	You,	O	Lord,	are	God,	and	that	You	have	turned	their	heart	back	again.”	Then	
the	fire	of	the	Lord	fell	and	consumed	the	burnt	offering	and	the	wood	and	the	stones	and	the	dust	
and	licked	up	the	water	that	was	in	the	trench.	
	
So	what	did	Elijah	do?	The	first	thing	he	did	was	he	offered	the	evening	sacrifice	at	the	time	and	in	the	
exact	manner	that	the	Bible	said,	that	the	books	of	Moses	directed	him.	And	then	he	said	a	simple	
prayer.	Now	the	evening	sacrifice	was	a	sacrifice	of	atonement,	in	other	words,	an	appeal	for	
forgiveness.	It	acknowledged	that	we	need	to	be	cleansed	before	a	holy	God	and	then	he	said	a	simple	
prayer	and	the	fire	fell.	Now	I	had	just	read	to	you	some	quotations	from	that	particular	evangelist	and	
here’s	my	question	–	to	which	of	these	two	groups,	Elijah	the	true	prophet	or	the	prophets	of	Baal,	of	
which	of	those	two	groups	was	his	actions	and	his	teachings	more	in	line	with?	Now	this	stuff	is	all	
around	us	all	the	time,	this	kind	of	crazy	teaching	and	we	need	to	be	aware	of	it.	You	can	find	it	on	the	
Internet,	this	particular	person,	evangelist	is	associated	with	a	church	in	North	County.	He’s	going	to	be	
speaking	at	a	conference	in	East	County	here	in	the	not-too-distant	future.	There’s	a	lot	of	groups	across	
the	county	that	do	this.	You	might	be	brought	to	a	meeting	like	this.	You	have	friends	perhaps	that	have	
gotten	involved	in	these	groups	and	we	need	to	understand	them.	It’s	not	God.	God’s	not	the	one	that	
wants	us	to	get	out	of	our	mind	in	order	to	receive	and	just	accept	whatever	happens	uncritically.	Jesus	
never	said	that	you	enter	the	kingdom	of	God	by	getting	out	of	your	mind.	He	never	said	that	we	had	to	
get	involved	with	shouting	or	loud	dancing	or	running	around	or	any	kind	of	extreme	behavior.	What	did	
He	say?	He	said	that	we	entered	the	kingdom	of	God	by	understanding	its	teachings,	its	mysteries.	He	
spent	forty	days	before	the	day	of	Pentecost,	before	the	outpouring	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	He	didn’t	teach	
them	how	to	get	out	of	their	minds.	He	taught	them	principles	of	the	kingdom.	
	
I’m	going	to	tell	you	something	that’s	important	for	you	to	remember.	The	kingdom	of	God,	no	matter	
what	anybody	tells	you,	the	kingdom	of	God	is	not	irrational.	The	Holy	Spirit	is	not	hindered	or	
threatened	by	the	fact	that	your	Creator	made	you	a	rational	being	with	a	mind.	It’s	no	problem	for	the	
Holy	Spirit	to	do	what	He	wants	in	our	life,	that	we	have	to	get	out	of	our	mind.	In	fact,	the	opposite	is	
true.	If	we	start	getting	out	of	our	mind,	how	many	if	you	know	we	start	acting	crazy	and	getting	lead	
down	into	deception.	I	mean	it’s	certainly	true	that	some	people	can	get	so	stuck	on	their	own	opinions	
that	they	can’t	be	open	to	what	God	wants	to	say.	That’s	an	opposite	problem	isn’t	it?	I	mean	we’ve	got	
to	be	open-minded	so	we	can	learn	but	as	the	saying	goes	we	don’t	want	to	be	so	open	minded	that	our	
brains	fall	out.		Here’s	a	couple	of	examples…	
	
I	Corinthians	14:29	
Let	two	or	three	prophets	speak,	and	let	the	others	pass	judgment.	
	
So	what	is	he	saying	here?	He	says	that	room	has	to	be	given	for	prophecy	and	for	the	movement	and	
work	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	That’s	half.	But	the	second	half	of	that	verse	says	that	every	prophecy	and	
everything	that’s	claimed	to	be	from	the	Holy	Spirit	must	be	evaluated.	If	we	make	room	for	the	Holy	
Spirit	but	we	don’t	evaluate	what	is	going	on	then	we	are	not	obeying	God.	And	one	of	the	problems	that	
we	have	in	a	lot	of	meetings	and	ministries	is	that	everything	is	allowed,	and	nothing	is	ever	evaluated.	
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Nobody’s	ever	responsible	for	any	prophecy	they	give	that	doesn’t	happen	or	any	practice	they	bring	in	
that’s	not	helpful	and	may	be	hindering.	Everything	is	allowed	and	nothing	is	ever	evaluated	because	if	
you	do	so	you’re	being	rude	or	unbelieving	or	something.	Another	scripture:	
	
1	Corinthians	5:19	–	21	
Do	not	quench	the	Spirit;	do	not	despise	prophetic	utterances	(which	means	don’t	discount	them	as	
though	they’re	not	important…	that’s	what	to	despise	means).	But	examine	everything	carefully;	hold	
fast	to	that	which	is	good.	
	
Hold	fast	to	only	that	which	is	good.	Now	we	are	to	honor	the	Holy	Spirit,	but	we	are	to	examine	
everything	that	happens.	Obeying	only	half	of	the	command	is	half	obedience.	And	how	many	of	you	
know	half	obedience	is	really	disobedience?	And	disobedience	tends	to	lead	us	into	deception	and	
trouble.	How	many	of	you	guys	know	that’s	true?	This	sermon	is	called	“Charisma	or	Charismania	–	
What’s	the	purpose	of	the	power?”	Many	people	are	caught	up	in	Charismania	because	they	have	blown	
past	the	second	half	of	obeying	God,	which	is	to	evaluate	what’s	going	on	from	a	biblical	perspective.		
	
Now	despite	what	I	was	taught	when	I	was	kind	of	young	and	growing	up	in	the	Lord,	it	does	not	
dishonor	the	Holy	Spirit	to	evaluate	what	goes	on	in	a	meeting.	Now	who	wrote	this	book	(holding	up	the	
Bible)?	Yeah,	the	Holy	Spirit	inspired	it.	How	can	I	quench	or	grieve	the	Holy	Spirit	by	obeying	what	He	
wrote?	If	He	said	that	I	need	to	evaluate,	I	need	to	use	my	rational	mind	to	decide	what’s	good	and	
what’s	questionable,	how	could	I	ever	be	quenching	Him	to	do	that?	Rather,	we	dishonor	the	Holy	Spirit	
when	we	just	give	a	blanket	endorsement	to	whatever	happens	and	say	it’s	the	Holy	Spirit.	I	mean,	don’t	
you	think	the	Holy	Spirit	gets	blamed	for	some	pretty	crazy	stuff	sometimes?	How	many	of	you	guys	think	
the	Holy	Spirit	gets	blamed	for	some	stuff	that	seems	kind	of	out	of	character	with	Him?	So,	I	want	to	say	
this.	Here’s	a	warning.	Maybe	it’s	for	you.	Maybe	it’s	for	somebody	you	know.	But	watch	out	when	you	
want	something	so	bad	that	you’re	willing	to	blow	past	every	warning,	you’re	willing	to	ignore	everybody	
that	tries	to	give	you	counsel	and	to	go	blindly	on	ahead.	Now	all	of	us	know	people	and	we	say	about	
them	that	they’re	in	love	with	being	in	love.	They	are	so	desperate	for	a	boyfriend,	they	are	so	desperate	
for	a	girlfriend,	they	are	so	desperate	to	get	married	that	they	will	overlook	the	most	gross	character	
flaws	and	flashing	red	lights	and	the	loving	counsel	of	their	friends	and	they	will	move	blindly	ahead	into	
a	train	wreck	relationship	because	they	are	so	headstrong	and	determined	to	have	a	relationship	and	to	
be	in	a	relationship.	And	you	know	some	people,	I	think	kind	of	all	of	us	sometimes,	can	at	least	be	a	little	
bit	like	that	about	spiritual	experiences.	We	can	want	something	so	bad,	we	can	be	so	hungry	for	
something	that	we	can	just	headlong	blow	past	what	the	Bible	says,	what	our	friends	say,	what	our	
pastors	say,	and	get	ourselves	into	a	place	that’s	not	really	of	God.	
	
Now	I	want	us	to	look	for	just	a	second	at	the	divine	manual	that	helps	us	understand	what	can	happen	
and	what	should	happen	when	we’re	in	the	presence	of	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirt,	the	glory	the	Holy	
Spirit.	And	what	I	want	to	look	at	is	the	Mount	of	Transfiguration.	That’s	the	day	Jesus	took	Peter,	James	
and	John	to	the	Mount	of	Transfiguration	and	there	you	see	Jesus	Christ	transfigured	in	a	wonderful	way.	
And	lucky	for	us	in	this	incredible	display	of	power	and	glory	both	God	the	Father	and	Jesus	were	there	to	
instruct	us	and	to	give	us	some	understanding.	We’re	going	to	look	at	Matthew	17:1	–	4	and	the	first	
thing	I	want	us	to	do	is	to	focus	on	what	human	nature	can	do	in	these	experiences	and	of	course	we’ll	
use	Peter	as	our	model.	How	many	of	you	guys	know	Peter	is	a	pretty	good	model	of	human	nature?	How	
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many	people	here	can	identify	with	Peter	more	than	a	little	bit?	A	good	person	but	got	a	lot	of	human	
nature	to	deal	with.	
	
Matthew	17:1	–	4		
Six	days	later	Jesus	took	with	Him	Peter	and	James	and	John	his	brother,	and	he	led	them	on	a	high	
mountain	by	themselves.	And	He	was	transfigured	before	them;	and	His	face	shone	like	the	sun,	and	
His	garments	became	as	white	as	light.	And	behold,	Moses	and	Elijah	appeared	to	them,	talking	with	
Him.	(So,	Moses	and	Elijah	stepped	right	out	of	eternity	and	came	into	the	scene	where	Jesus…	man,	He’s	
just	all	lit	up,	He’s	just	shining	like	the	sun).	Peter	said	to	Jesus,	“Lord,	it	is	good	for	us	to	be	here;	if	You	
wish	I	will	make	three	tabernacles	here,	one	for	You,	and	one	for	Moses,	and	one	for	Elijah.”	
	
Now	what	did	we	learn	about	human	nature	here?	First	thing	is,	here’s	Peter,	in	the	midst	of	all	this	
glory,	in	the	midst	of	this	amazing	scene	and	what	does	he	do?	He	says	something	absolutely	stupid.	
Now	Elijah	and	Moses	have	just	stepped	out	of	eternity,	they’re	spiritual	beings,	why	would	they	ever	
need	a	tent?	It’s	a	stupid	idea	but	no	doubt	Peter	thought	it	was	a	brilliant	idea.	And	the	important	point	
is	this,	even	when	the	power	of	God	is	present,	even	when	the	glory	of	God	is	really	there,	people	are	still	
people.	They	can	still	say	stupid	things.	They	can	still	think	stupid	things.	They	can	still	teach	stupid	
things.	And	they	can	do	stupid	things.	And	that’s	why	it’s	important	that	we	discern	what	goes	on	and	
not	be	afraid	of	it.	The	truth	is	this,	experiencing	the	supernatural	does	not	eliminate	the	flesh,	
sometimes	it	excites	the	flesh.	So	that	sometimes	a	person’s	behavior,	you	know	when	the	Lord’s	present,	
is	not	the	Holy	Spirit.	It’s	their	own	maybe	need	for	attention	or	their	own	brokenness	or	who	knows.	It	
could	be	a	deliverance	that’s	taking	place.	Sometimes	that	can	get	pretty	loud.	But	the	point	is	that	just	
because	the	Holy	Spirit	has	shown	up	doesn’t	mean	that	the	flesh	is	checked	out.	And	so	we	need	to	pay	
attention	to	what	goes	on.		
	
The	other	thing	I	want	us	to	notice	about	Peter	is	that	the	glory	and	the	power	of	God	did	not	eliminate	
his	personal	ambition.	Because	when	the	power	came,	at	least	to	some	extent,	he’s	still	focused	on	
himself	and	what	he	can	do,	and	he	has	a	plan.	And	guess	what?	He’ll	be	in	charge	of	the	plan.	He	will	no	
doubt	be	directing	James	and	John	exactly	how	to	put	up	the	tents	or	the	Tabernacles.	And	so	the	point	is	
that	personal	ambition	can	get	in	the	way.	And	you	can	go	to	meetings	and	ministers	are	there	and	they	
are	exaggerating	perhaps	or	telling	half-truths	and	you	don’t	know	what	to	do	but	you	just	accept	it.	You	
know,	our	problem	is	we	just	love	spiritual	celebrities.	We	love	celebrities	of	every	type:	Hollywood	
celebrities,	sports	celebrities,	and	we	love	our	spiritual	celebrities.	And	some	of	them	need	to	be	
evaluated.	And	what	I	want	to	say	to	you	is,	I	want	to	give	you	permission	sometimes	to	be	skeptical.		
Just	because	someone	is	behind	a	microphone	or	has	a	huge	following,	it	doesn’t	mean	always	that	you	
can’t	sometimes	be	skeptical	about	what’s	going	on.	So	Peter	shows	that	being	in	the	glory	of	God	
doesn’t	necessarily	deal	with	our	ambition.	So	we’ve	kind	of	found	out	some	of	the	problems	that	human	
nature	can	manifest	even	in	the	best	situations.	Now	let’s	find	out	what	God	said	because	God	was	there.	
So	let’s	look	at	chapter	17,	versus	5	and	6.	
	
Matthew	17:5	–	6	
While	he	was	still	speaking,	a	bright	cloud	overshadowed	them,	and	behold,	a	voice	out	of	the	cloud	
said,	“This	is	My	beloved	Son,	with	whom	I	am	well-pleased;	listen	to	Him!”	When	the	disciples	heard	
this,	they	fell	face	down	to	the	ground	and	they	were	terrified.	
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And	so	what	did	God	say?	He	said	two	things.	The	first	thing	He	said	is,	“This	is	my	Son”.	Now	every	true	
spiritual	encounter	is	going	to	focus	on	Jesus	Christ.	It’s	not	going	to	focus	on	a	spiritual	celebrity.	It’s	not	
going	to	focus	on	angels.	Who	is	it	that	wants	to	take	the	attention	off	Jesus	and	angels?	It’s	not	the	Holy	
Spirit.	It’s	what?	It’s	deceiving	angels.	They	want	to	put	the	attention	on	themselves	so	they	can	lead	us	
astray.	The	Holy	Spirit	never	takes	the	focus	off	Jesus	and	puts	it	on	the	latest	and	coolest	manifestation	
of	the	day.	In	fact,	the	Holy	Spirit	doesn’t	even	put	the	attention	on	Himself.	Jesus	said,	“And	when	He	
comes,	He	will	not	bear	witness	of	Himself	but	He	will	take	of	mine	and	give	it	to	you.”	So	the	first	thing	
that	we	know	is	every	true	move,	every	true	encounter	with	God	should	always	put	the	attention	on	
Jesus.		
	
The	second	thing	that	God	said,	He	said,	“This	is	my	Son”	then	what	did	He	say?	“Listen	to	Him.”	So,	He	
took	their	attention	off	their	own	personal	experience	they	were	having	and	put	it	back	on	the	teaching	
of	Jesus.	“Listen	to	Him.”	And	of	course	we	have	His	teaching	in	the	Word	of	God.	The	Holy	Spirit	that	
authored	this	book	will	always	put	the	attention	back	on	the	book	that	He	authored.	He’ll	always	draw	us	
back	to	the	teaching	of	Jesus.	It’s	impossible	for	any	true,	spiritual	experience	to	diminish	our	love	or	our	
devotion	or	dependency	on	the	Word	of	God.	And	yet	sometimes,	I	encounter	people	that	have	gotten	
into	some	of	these	fringe	movements	and	it’s	kind	of	like	they’re	beyond	the	Bible	now.	They	don’t	want	
to	read	it.	They’re	not	interested	in	biblical	teaching.	They	want	to	hear	all	this	weird	esoteric	teaching	
about	portals	and,	you	know,	I	don’t	want	to	get	too	specific	here	but	I	would	be	cautious	of	any	minister	
or	any	meetings	where	the	Word	of	God	is	not	kept	central.	Matthew	17:7	–	8.	Now	let’s	see	what	Jesus	
did.	We	met	Peter,	found	out	what	human	nature	does.	We	heard	from	God	the	Father.	Now	let’s	look	at	
these	verses,	at	Jesus.	
	
Matthew	17:7	–	8		
And	Jesus	came	to	them	and	touched	them	and	said,	“Get	up,	and	do	not	be	afraid.”	And	lifting	up	
their	eyes,	they	saw	no	one	except	Jesus	Himself	alone.	
	
And	can	I	tell	you	that’s	the	normal	human	condition.	The	glory	fades	and	we’re	left	to	follow	Jesus	as	
our	model.	Now	remember,	Peter	wanted	to	build	a	tent	and	he	wanted	to	stay	up	there	for	a	long	time	
and	be	in	the	glory	but	the	glory	fades	and	Jesus	takes	them,	if	you	read	the	rest	of	the	chapter,	back	
down	the	mountain	to	minister	to	a	demonized	boy	because	that’s	the	Holy	Spirit’s	purpose.	Now	
mountaintop	experiences	are	not	meant	to	be	normal	experiences.	These	fantastic	experiences	aren’t	
meant	to	be	every	day,	and	do	you	know	why?	Because	God	knows	there’s	something	about	our	human	
nature,	that	we	get	used	to	anything	and	we	take	it	for	granted.	And	you	might	think,	“How	could	I	ever	
get	used	to	the	power	and	the	glory	of	God?”	Well,	think	about	the	Israelites.	The	Israelites	were	in	the	
wilderness	and	every	day	they	got	up	and	there	was	manna	that	had	miraculously	appeared	on	the	
ground.	And	at	night	there	was	a	great	fiery	cloud	that	God	inhabited.	At	day	time,	it	became	a	pillar	of	
cloud	and	it	led	them.	And	yet	they	started	to	complain.	They	started	to	become	disobedient.	They	
started	to	rebel	against	God	in	the	midst	of	all	that.	Can	you	imagine?	God	feeds	you	miraculously	every	
day	on	the	ground,	God	leads	you	all	night	with	a	mighty	pillar	of	cloud	and	you	just	saw	some	years	
earlier,	you	saw	the	Red	Sea	part	and	now	it’s	like,	yawn,	but	you	know,	been	there	done	that,	got	the	t-
shirt.	
	
So	listen	to	me,	this	is	important…	The	demand	for	constant	glory	leads	to	deception	and	encounters	with	
deceiving	spirits.	The	demand	for	some	people	to	have	continual	spiritual	stimulation,	and	just	“oh	wow”	
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spiritual	experiences	every	day,	all	the	time,	to	try	to	walk	in	the	supernatural	all	the	time	when	that’s	
not	God’s,	apparently,	God’s	purpose.	But	the	demand	to	do	that	leads	us	to	live	more	and	more	in	
unreality.	And	if	you	look	at	some	of	the	teachers	that	are	promoting	this	kind	of	wall-to-wall,	24-hour	
miracle	upon	miracle	and	glory	upon	glory,	you	find	that	their	teaching	becomes	more	and	more	
unbalanced,	more	and	more	unbiblical,	that	the	things	that	go	on	in	their	meetings	become	more	and	
more	extreme.	And	you	know	what?	It’s	no	fun	to	be	around	people	who	think	that	every	thought	that	
comes	into	their	head	is	a	revelation	from	the	Holy	Spirit.	How	many	of	you	know	what	I’m	talking	
about?	
	
I	want	to	say	that	many	people	by	ignoring	biblical	boundaries	and	biblical	teaching	have	encountered	
deceiving	spirits.	And	some	of	us	have	had	those	experiences.	Many	people,	by	ignoring	the	counsel	of	
former	Christian	friends,	or	pastors,	sometimes	it’s	got	us	into	the	place	where	we	have	become	a	little	
lost.	Now,	we	need	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	We	cannot	succeed	in	what	God	has	given	us	without	the	
power	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	We	want	to	experience	His	glory,	we	ask	Him	to	be	among	us,	we	want	gifts	of	
the	Spirit,	we	pray	for	gifts	of	the	Spirit,	but	at	the	same	time	we	have	to	be	willing	to	evaluate.	If	there	
was	only	the	Holy	Spirit	out	there,	if	that’s	all	there	was,	if	there	wasn’t	a	devil,	if	there	weren’t	deceiving	
spirits,	we	would	never	have	to	evaluate	anything,	ever,	right?	But	because,	when	you	get	into	the	
spiritual	world	and	we’re	all	there,	there	is	a	devil,	there	is	deception	and	as	the	Bible	says,	he	disguises	
himself	as	an	angel	of	light,	he	inspires	false	apostles.	So	I	just	want	to	say	that	we	don’t	have	to	be	
afraid	in	pursuing	the	Lord	and	spiritual	gifts	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	not	if	we	stay	safely	within	what	God	
has	given	us	to	protect	us	which	is	A)	His	word	and	B)	leaders	in	the	church,	home	fellowship	pastors,	
pastors	that	can	help	us	evaluate	what’s	going	on.	But	when	we	blow	past	all	that	because	we	have	
some	desire	for	something	supernatural	or	to	be	somebody,	that’s	when	we	get	into	trouble.		
	
Alright,	I	want	to	lead	you	in	a	prayer	and	then	we’ll	go	into	ministry.	If	you’ve	come	to	a	place	where	
you	have	to	admit	to	yourself	that	you	have	maybe	pursued	experiences	more	than	you	pursued	Jesus,	
maybe	it’s	taken	you	some	places	that	maybe	weren’t	wise	to	go,	I’m	going	to	lead	you	in	a	prayer	and	
you	can	just	repent	of	that.	The	devil	wants	to	bring	confusion	into	our	life.	He	wants	to	separate	us	from	
former	friends.	He	wants	to	alienate	us	from	spiritual	leaders	that	God	has	given	us.	He	wants	to	sow	
fear	into	our	life.	He	wants	to	take	away	our	hunger	for	the	Word	of	God.	And	God	wants	to	restore	that	
right	now,	in	this	house,	as	we	pray.	So	if	you	think	that	maybe	you’ve	gone	into	some	areas	that	now	
you	regret,	let’s	just	repent	of	that.		
	
Heavenly	Father,	(pray	with	me),	Lord	we	don’t	want	anything	except	your	Spirit.	We	don’t	want	any	
other	spirits,	we	only	want	the	truth.	And	Lord	right	now,	we	want	to	renounce	just	this	ungodly	zeal	
sometimes	for	something	that’s	new	or	something	that’s	wow.	Lord,	you	are	our	wow	and	we	just	pray	
that	your	Holy	Spirit,	your	wonderful	Holy	Spirit,	would	do	everything	in	us	and	through	us	in	the	way	and	
the	time	that	you	have	planned.	Lord,	I	pray	right	now	that	you	just	break	off	the	power	of	spiritual	
confusion	that	might	be	on	anybody.	I	pray	it	would	just	shatter	off	us	Lord,	we	love	your	word,	we	want	
the	revelation	that’s	in	your	word,	we	love	the	body	of	Christ,	we	thank	you	for	spiritual	leaders,	Lord,	
and	we	pray	Lord	that	you	just	come	upon	us	right	now	as	we	worship.	


