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In 2 Corinthians, chapter 12, Paul tells us that he had a difficulty in his life. There was something in 
his life that caused living to be a little harder. We don’t know what that was. He called it a “thorn in 
the flesh.” Most people that I’ve read believe that it was some kind of physical problem. He either had 
malaria… he spent a lot of time in what we call Turkey and there was a lot of swamp land there at that 
time. It may have been malaria. Some people think he might have had epilepsy or some other kind of 
physical problem. Whatever it was, he called it a thorn in the flesh. It might have been a person. The 
reason why I say that is because my father used that term all the time, “They are a thorn in my flesh.” 
It was one of the reasons why I didn’t want to be a pastor. I heard that phrase all the time, “They are 
a thorn in the flesh.” Now we know Paul prayed at least 3 times that we know of for God to remove 
this thorn in the flesh, and God did not do it. How God answered him was, “I’m not going to take this 
away, but I want you to know that My grace is sufficient for you to overcome this. My anointing, My 
strength, My influence is enough for you to overcome, have victory, and perform excellently even 
though I am not taking this away. Your lack, your insufficiency, Paul, is not the last word because I am 
with you.” That is the message that I want to give you this morning because that same word for Paul, 
how many of you know, is for us as well. The Bible is specific. It tells us that there is no partiality with 
God. People always want me to pray for them: “The Great Anointed One.” Let me tell you something. 
I believe that if you go in faith and pray for someone, God is there. Now I’m not saying there aren’t 
gifts of healing, but there is no partiality with God. God tells Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you. My 
power, My strength, My anointing is sufficient for you.” When God told Paul that, this is how Paul 
responded: 

2 Corinthians 12:10  
Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, 
with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong. 

That is what we are going to emphasize this morning. Those 9 words are some of the most important 9 
words fit together in the New Testament. If understood, they can change your life. If you want God to 
use you, if you want to be all God has called you to be in whatever God has led you into, for example 
your marriage, your career, raising children, your finances, you fill in the blank, then these words of 
Paul are the beginning for you to understand how to release God’s power, authority, and influence and 
possibilities into your life.  

In the first chapter of Joshua, Moses is giving Joshua, his successor, some advice. He is basically telling 
him, “If you want to be a successful leader, here is what you need to do.” In verse 8 Moses tells 
Joshua: 

Joshua 1:8 
This book (the first 5 books of the Old Testament) of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but 
you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is 
written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success. 

Moses basically tells Joshua, “You want to be a successful leader? Read these 5 books, memorize them, 
practice them, put their rules and help into your life, practice them, and you will be a successful 
leader.” And of course, the same is true for us today. I am 65 years old. I know that shocks many of 
you. “You don’t look a day over 64.” I’ve been a Christian for 43 years; I got saved when I was 22, and 
I’ve had a passion of working for Jesus ever since I got saved. I’ve been in some sort of ministry for 42 
years, and I can’t tell you how many times, especially in the last 25, when I understood all this, I have 
experienced this idea of when we admit we are weak God coming through in a powerful way. And I’m 
going to share some of my life with you, and it’s not flattering. I’ve understood that I was insufficient 
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for the task that was laid before me. This truth that as a Christian strength comes through weakness is 
really anti-cultural, is it not? We live in a culture that lifts up power and strength. We idolize the 
strong and the best. We value individuality, emotional toughness, the self-made man or woman. We 
have a lot of self-help programs, and I think we would all agree that most of these self-help programs 
don’t talk about dying to yourself, that strength comes through weakness. No, most self-help 
programs, classes, books talk about the fact that whatever you need is inside you. “You’re full of 
potential. The answer to your limitation, the answer to your struggle is right inside of you. The real 
problem is unleashing the potential, which is inside of you; you are the answer.” Our culture 
constantly talks about self-esteem, and one day I was in a store going through the check-out line, and 
I saw there is a magazine called “Self.” I said, “You’ve got to be kidding me.” I started laughing. This 
may shock you, but the Bible doesn’t talk about self-esteem. The Bible talks about dying to yourself. 
The Bible talks about Christ esteem. Christ esteem. We get our significance and worth when we give 
our lives to Jesus. When we live through Jesus. 

Now this aversion to weakness and admitting our weakness makes it difficult for many people to 
embrace Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. So many that I have talked to in our culture believe that 
religion may be fine for some people, but religions in general are philosophies to help people deal with 
life. They need a crutch. It gives them answers to the unanswerable things in life, and so many say, “I 
don’t need a crutch. I don’t need religion. I can handle things on my own.” Christianity is primarily a 
call to empty yourself and be filled with the lordship of Jesus Christ. It is a call to die to yourself and 
be filled with the Holy Spirit and submit yourself to the lordship of Jesus Christ.  

Now what I’m talking about to you this morning is the centerpiece of Christianity. If you ever go to a 
church that does not preach this right here, run the other way and find somewhere else to go. The 
whole reason why the cross is a symbol of the church is because Jesus gives us an example of dying to 
yourself and living for God. So it is hard for so many in our culture to come to a place where they 
admit that they need something greater than themselves.  

Pride is such an obstacle for people to come. What we think we know and so forth is a great obstacle. I 
want to say something else. Pride is a great obstacle for us Christians experiencing all that God wants 
us to experience. Pride convinces us that we have the ability, the intelligence, the willpower to 
overcome, to solve the problem, to find success. Pride is such a barrier in our lives. It can be. It is a 
tool of Satan. I think it is one of Satan’s greatest deceptions to Christians, and I’m going to share 
about my life. For 15 years I didn’t understand this.  

As Christians the unfortunate consequence of pride is that we then are limited to our own 
resources. 

That is why prayer is so important to me, and I’m going to share a little bit of that with you later as 
well. As Christians, the unfortunate consequence of pride is that we then are limited to our own 
resources. Pride is this idea that I can do it myself. “I can do this.” Pride then, as Christians, leaves 
God out of the equation.  

Proverbs 16:18 
Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before stumbling. 

Now, if you are a Christian, you’ve had to humble yourself, get on your knees or however you did that 
before God, admit who you are, you’re a sinner, you humbled yourself, and you are now saved. You are 
saved from the first part of this verse: “from destruction.” But the second part of this verse should 
cause every Christian to pause a little bit and think a little bit. You and I can still have pride as 
Christians, and I will give you an example of that. Pride is very deceitful. You see, we can get on our 
knees and we can pray about something, but you and I have already decided what we are going to do. 
We don’t really let God into the situation. We basically say, “Here’s what I’ve decided to do, God, 
bless me. Bless me, God.” And we think we’ve prayed. No, we’ve just told God what we’re going to 
do. This passage tells me as a Christian I can stumble. I can suffer unnecessary problems in my life if I 
don’t understand that in the situation I’m going through I probably do not see it as God sees it. There 
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are probably aspects of this situation that I’m not seeing, and if I don’t include God in it, maybe there 
will be some problems. I can guarantee it. If pride, not submission, a willingness to admit my 
weakness prevails, we are going to stumble, we are going to fall, and I don’t want to fall. 

I’ll never forget I was in a church worshiping and I was talking to God about something, and God 
basically said, “If you keep on this road, you are going to suffer consequences.” And I remember going, 
“Consequences? I don’t want consequences. I’ve had enough consequences in my life.” Self is not the 
answer. Jesus is the answer. Submission is the answer. The cross is the answer. I don’t want to fall. 
Whatever comes down the road from here on out I don’t want to fall, I don’t want to stumble; I want 
to be victorious. I want to stand. I want to stand firm in my faith. If you want an interesting word 
study, look up the word “stand” in the New Testament; it is interesting. Surrender your situation to 
Jesus. It is the best way to overcome, to perform beyond your natural abilities. Because when we do 
that, when we admit our insufficiency, God becomes our sufficiency, and we tap into the possibilities 
of heaven. Guys, if positive thinking, if daily affirmation, if positive daily self-talk, if visualization, 
education were the answer to success, fulfillment, and purpose, we would not have all the people in 
America on antidepressants.  

I want to take the next few minutes, and I am just going to share a little bit about my life, and it’s not 
flattering. I went back and forth on whether or not I should do this, but I came to the conclusion after 
prayer that people when they are reading they like to read about other peoples’ failings and how God 
helped them. Let me start by saying this, my 3 attempts at ministry were very, very, very, very 
successful. I got saved at 22. At 23-1/2 I started a concert ministry at a Lutheran church. Within 6 
months there were young people coming from all over San Diego County, and I found myself at 24 
years old standing in front of large crowds telling them about Jesus. I thought I was something. I got 
up and all these people were listening to me. I was God’s anointed, favored one, winsome. We would 
bring in the top artists, they would come, the place would be filled up, and the guys who were 
working with me we wanted to have the Word preached in the middle, so I got up for 15 minutes and 
preached. So right in the middle I would preach for 15 minutes, and so they had to listen to me if they 
wanted to hear the rest of the concert. I was so filled with pride, I thought people actually enjoyed 
listening to me. I found out later that the number one comment was, “Who let this guy speak?” Then 
of course they were told, “Well, he’s the pastor’s son.” “Oh, okay.” Now this whole time, I mean 
almost every day, you know the Holy Spirit can be tenacious with this call to be a pastor. My dad was a 
pastor. I did not want to be a pastor. I don’t want the thorn in the flesh. I don’t want to be a pastor. 
I’ve seen it. No thanks. “God, listen, I’ll make you a deal, I will be the best layperson, any church, 
anytime. Whatever church I’m in, the pastor will think, ‘Man, I love to have Dave in the church.’ I 
promise I’ll work for you. Please, not this. Anything but this. I’ll lead youth groups. I’ll lead small 
groups. Anything you want. Just not this.” And I thought God was okay with that. We can delude 
ourselves, believe me. 

I get a teaching position, a coaching position, in Central California. I go there, and because I had told 
God this and I thought we had this deal, I’m there only about 1-1/2 months and I start a Christian 
club. Now I’m using the word “I” on purpose here over and over again. I start a Christian club. Now I 
don’t know how to tell you except by the end of that school year 20-25% of the whole school was in 
that club. If we had a meeting we had to use the gym. You know what I’m saying? I mean it was 
incredible. But God was pounding on me the whole time, and I just thought, “Okay God, I’ll do what 
you want. I don’t want to do this, but fine. Just leave me alone. I’ll go to seminary.”  

I leave after 1 year and I get a letter from the school board telling me how wonderful I am that in all 
the years they have never seen 1 teacher in 1 year have that big an influence. Blah, blah, blah. Just 
what I did not need. So I’m going to seminary basically with an attitude, “I’m God’s man. Look out 
world. I got the goods, man. I’m anointed. I’m favored. I’m talented and I’m winsome.” Thinking 
back, I’m embarrassed.  

Anyway, Mark and I go back to Dubuque, Iowa. That is where the seminary was. I could go on and on 
about that. But we decide we are going to start a youth ministry. One thing I like about young people 
is they are like that, “We are going to start a youth ministry!” They don’t think about anything else. 
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“We’ll just go do it.” So we went and did it, and it was extremely successful. About 75-80% of the 
whole town was Catholic at that time, and Mark and I find ourselves meeting with the Catholics about 
all their young people coming to our group.  

I graduated from seminary and came back here to San Diego and again, you’ve got to understand, I 
thought I was anointed, favored, talented, winsome. So, I graduated from seminary and I start a 
church. The people of God wanted me to do it. I told Mark, “You’re supposed to start it with me.” I 
remember the conversation. Looking back I can see him looking at me, and of course he didn’t want to 
start a church with me. Who would? I was arrogant and prideful. So we started a church. I thought this 
was the beginning of great things. Here is a picture of the first day of the church.  

https://imageproxy-cdn.youversionapi.com/640x640/https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/
mushroom-event-images-prod/39405740-1531523156655.jpg 

There I am. Yes, young people, I was young once. So there we are. As a matter of fact, Karen Taylor, 
standing right there second one from the right still goes to the church, she and her husband and 
family. Two or three years roll by. It’s not going so good. We probably got maybe up to 25 or 30 by now. 
By the time we pay rent, there is no money for me. I’m living at my aunt’s house. I’m 33 years old 
living at my aunt’s house. It was so embarrassing. It was humiliating. I’d meet some people that I 
hadn’t seen for years in a store, “What are you doing, Dave?” “Oh, starting a church living at my 
aunt’s house, driving an old car.” I didn’t even have money for gas. The Lord had spoken to Mark at 
this point, and we came together and started a church. We killed the 2 churches we had when we 
started a new one. When we did that I actually took a cut in pay. To this day I don’t know how Mark 
and Linda did it. Neil Hoffman, whom you heard last week, is his son. His first bedroom was a closet. A 
small little closet. They stuck his bassinet in there. But after a while we got a little synergy and we 
grew a little bit, and I had enough money so I could move out of my aunt’s house and I rented a room. 
I rented the room from Larry and Gina Randall who still go to this church. I got married. More years 
went by. I got to tell you guys, I finally came to the conclusion, 8-10 years into this, that I wasn’t as 
anointed and wonderful as I thought I was. I was beat down, bone tired. As a matter of fact, I was 
rushed to the hospital because I went numb from the top of my head to the bottom of my feet. 
Completely numb. I walked in there. They did all kinds of tests. The doctor gets on that little stool. 
You know when the doctor gets on his stool with the rollers and he rolls up to you, it is not good news. 
He said, “Why are you so stressed out?” “Well doctor, I’m a Christian pastor, and I’m living in the grace 
and peace of God.” Yes, I was stressed beyond belief. I was working 10-12 hour days. You know, most 
people that say they work 10-12 hours a day, most of them don’t because it is very hard to do just day 
in and day out 6 days a week. I was doing everything humanly possible to try to build that church. 

I had come to the point that I was exhausted. I was humiliated. I felt like a failure. I wanted out. 
“God, let me out. Let me go back. I love coaching. I love being a high school teacher. Just let me go 
back. I’ll be happy.” And unfortunately, at that time to make things worse for me, I got a job offer. But 
being in this place was good for me. Admitting my failure, my lack, brought me to a place where I 
realized what Jesus said in John 15:5b apart from Me you can do nothing. You see, our natural 
talents will only take us so far. Your own strength, your mental toughness, your ingenuity, your 
personality, your knowledge, your experience only will take you so far. There are some of us God has 
given us a lot of talents, but I don’t care how talented you are, at some point you are going to reach 
your max. 

After almost 10 years, God finally had me where He wanted me, and now my prayers are changing. I 
start dying to myself and started seeking after God. “God, what do You want?” I started acknowledging 
my inadequacies, my insufficiency. Any success that I personally have experienced comes from right 
there; it started when I admitted my weakness and began to lean on Jesus. The reality of how 
important prayer is became a reality to me. Not just praying because I had always prayed, but I was 
praying differently now. I was desperate. I needed God, and I knew I needed God because He called 
me to do this, and there was no way I could do it without Him. This is when we started the Prayer 
Society.  
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This truth of Paul’s that when we admit our weakness and lean on Jesus that God will lead us, He will 
anoint us, is all through Scripture, and we are going to go through a couple of scriptures. The 
scriptures are on the app and you can go look at them later and you can cross reference them. It is all 
through the Bible. I just picked these randomly. Let’s go to the first one. A lot of you know this by 
heart. 

James 4:6 
But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, "GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES 
GRACE TO THE HUMBLE." 

Matthew 23:12 
Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted. 

Luke 14:11 
For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 

Job 22:29 
…And the humble person He will save. 

Psalms 10:17 
O LORD, You have heard the desire of the humble; You will strengthen their heart, You will 
incline Your ear 

Isaiah 66:2 
"For My hand made all these things, Thus all these things came into being," declares the LORD. 
"But to this one I will look, To him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My 
word. 

Psalms 25:9 
He leads the humble in justice, And He teaches the humble His way. 

There are a whole lot of other ones. James said God is opposed to the proud. He has a hard time 
working with that proud person but He gives grace. Now, I was born a Lutheran, and I went to a 
Lutheran church and I went through Lutheran catechism… and grace, I had it pounded into me, is 
God’s undeserved favor. I hope you are like me. I know I’m undeserving. I want His favor. It’s not that I 
didn’t pray before, but now I’m praying differently. I’m praying desperately. Here I am 40 years old, 
and I began to notice that I was getting better at some of the things that you needed to be at least 
halfway decent at if you wanted to be a successful pastor. One of the things that started happening 
was that my speech impediment starting disappearing. “What do you mean disappearing?” I still 
stammer, but I don’t stutter. I had a severe stuttering problem. That is another reason why I said, 
“God, you have got to be kidding me. You want me to stand in front of people?” When you have a 
severe stuttering problem, you’ll think of a word, you will want to say a word like “home.” It won’t 
come out. So what I learned to do is I learned to change the word. Instead of “home” I would say “the 
place I live.” I know many people when they used to listen to me preach during those years must have 
felt sorry for me. But it just went away. I don’t know if that’s normal. I was 40 years old and I 
stuttered my whole life since I was a little kid. I began to get a greater vision for the church and how 
Mark and I could work together effectively. Now, I hope you can understand that there were some 
conflicts. I’m sorry I’m laughing. There were some big conflicts, but we are brothers. We used to have 
some drag-out disagreements. But I was finally willing before God to humble myself and start asking 
the question, “How can we be most effective here? What do I do best? What does Mark do best?” I 
don’t have to be jealous of him. If he wins, we all win. But it didn’t happen until I died, and I’m not 
bragging because I was 40 years old before I got it.  
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I want to ask each of you a question. Is there a difficult task, a challenge, a relationship, a burden, a 
decision in your life, and you are losing sleep over it. You are losing sleep because the way your mind 
works is you start thinking of all the negative possibilities. It may be a health issue. Could it be that 
God has allowed this situation or is trying to use this situation to get you to a place of submission? To 
get you to a place of surrender? A place where you admit your inability, your insufficiencies, so God 
can really help you. Paul tells us that when we as Christians get into a place of dependence, there is 
nothing we can’t do. When we as Christians get ourselves to a place of dependence on God, there is 
nothing that we can’t do or accomplish. Paul said, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me.” Not only that. Paul tells us that we can do beyond what we ever would think or ask through the 
power that works within us in Ephesians 3:20.  

This is the testimony of my life the last 25 years. Whenever I have admitted my weakness and my 
inability to God and then waited on God, I’ve done more than I thought I could ever do. I’ve been 
given vision, insight, direction. And again, what works for me will work for anyone. It is God’s Word. 
There is no partiality with God. Paul says from his experience, “Admitting our weakness releases God’s 
strength.” Admitting our weakness releases God’s strength.
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