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 Bobtail Connector Field Installation, 900um fiber 

Tools Required: 
 
• Buffer Stripper 
• Kevlar cutters 
• Cleaver (FIS Field Cleaver or Lynx Cleaver recom-

mended) 
• Loctite 444 Adhesive (or equivalent) 
• 6002 Accelerator 
•  Isopropyl Alcohol 
• Kim Wipes 
• Bobtail Assembly Tool (optional) 
• Visual Fault Locator (optional) 

Begin fiber installation by sliding 900um strain relief 
boot onto the field fiber. 

Strip 1 1/2 inches of buffer and coating off of the field 
fiber. Clean stripped fiber with Isopropyl Alcohol. 

Cleave the stripped fiber to 10mm. 
See three step procedure for cleaving. 
 
Clean Cleaved fiber with Isopropyl Alcohol. 

Step 1 

Step 2 

Step 3 

Rev E 2/2011 

Section 1: Stripping and Cleaving Fiber using Field Cleaver (recommended for multimode use only) 
Note: Singlemode users skip to section 2. 
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Section 2: Stripping and Cleaving Fiber using LYNX Precision Cleaver  
Note: FIS Field Cleaver users skip to section 3. 

Begin fiber installation by sliding 900um strain relief 
boot onto the field fiber. 

Strip 1 1/2 inches of buffer and coating off of the field 
fiber. Clean stripped fiber with Isopropyl Alcohol. 

Cleave the stripped fiber to 10mm. 
See three step procedure for cleaving. 
 
Clean Cleaved fiber with Isopropyl Alcohol. 

Step 1 

Step 2 

Step 3 

Section 3: Installing Fiber using Universal Sliding Bobtail Assembly Fixture 
 

Universal Sliding Bobtail Assembly Tool Universal Sliding Bobtail Holder: 
• ST Faceplate 
• SC Faceplate 
• LC Faceplate 
• Base/Clamp End 
• Dowel Pin 
• Cap Head Screws (x2) 

Attach appropriate Faceplate for your connector 
style to the Base unit (see fig 1b) 
Note: The basic installation procedure is the same 
for all connectors. 

Fig 1a 

Fig 1b 

Fig 1c 
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Note: For best results, you may optimize the 
connection using either a light source and 
power meter, a fault locator, or an OTDR. 
 
When using any of the above items to help opti-
mize your connection, you must use a reference 
cord of the same fiber type as the connector you 
are terminating. 

Setup  for using a Visual Fault Locator to optimize the 
connector: 
 
Place a Bobtail Connector into the assembly tool . 
Turn on the Visual Fault Locator. 
 
Place the Dowel Pin into the hole marked by  your con-
nector style (see fig 3). 

Pull the fiber into the assembly tool until the fiber 
buffer reaches the front of the V-Groove Block and 
then close both Clamp Heads down onto the fiber 
(see fig 5a & 5b). 
Note: Try to minimize any fiber curl before you 
place the fiber into the V-Groove Block. 

Remove the rear dust cap. 

Fig 2a 

Fig 2b 

Fig 3 

Fig 5a 

Fig 5b 

Dowel Pin 

Slowly Slide the Clamp End towards the back of the Bob-
tail connector. The fiber should slide up into the back of 
the connector. If the fiber is not lined up properly, back off 
the Clamp End, re-adjust the fiber in the V-Groove and 
continue inserting the fiber into the connector. 
As the Clamp End approaches the Dowel Pin you should 
see the light intensity coming from the back of the connec-
tor diminish sharply. At this point stop pushing, your have 
made a connection with the internal fiber of the connector. Fig 6 

Fig 7 

If the light does not diminish or you think the con-
nection could be little better, open both Clamp 
Heads and grab the fiber just behind the  Clamp 
End and gently push or twist the fiber until you make 
a better connection. Once the fiber is in the position 
you like, close the Back half of the Clamp Head to 
hold the fiber in place. 

Fig 8 
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Place a syringe tip on the top of the Loctite 444 
adhesive bottle. (You may want to cut down the 
length of the syringe, as shown in photos, for 
easier use) 

Carefully apply the adhesive into the epoxy slot on the 
back of the Bobtail Connector. Start at the top end of 
the and slowly work your way to the rear.  

Section 4: Epoxy Fiber into Bobtail Connector 
 

Fig 9 Fig 10 

Fig 11 

Fig 12 

Have the adhesive completely fill the epoxy slot. 

Use a Kim Wipe to clean up any excess adhesive. 

Fig 13 
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After 30 seconds, the adhesive will be hardened 
enough to handle.  

Finish the  fiber termination by sliding up the strain 
relief boot. You are now done. 
 
It is recommended that you clean the connector ferrule 
with alcohol and Kim wipe before inserting into your 
network. 

The adhesive on its own will cure in 5—10 minutes. 
For a 30 second cure, spray the adhesive with one 
blast of the accelerant.  

Fig 14 

Fig 15 
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