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INTRODUCTION 
  
Group Leaders, 
Welcome to Church Group Time! Immediately following worship each night, your 
students and adults will spend time together as a group. You have freedom to lead this 
time however you feel is best for your group. We have provided a guide for you to use, if 
you desire and need help structuring this time. Here are the purposes for Church Group 
Time:  
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1. Continue worship. The Lord may have really stirred the hearts of your students 

during worship, which may mean you need to continue in this spirit. Some of your 
students may have made decisions that they need to make public to your group. 
Perhaps you will want to continue the discussion of the sermon.  
 

2. Reflect on the daily theme and what the Lord has done. Time for reflection is 
critical at camp, especially since so much happens with a busy schedule 
throughout the day. One of the best ways to help students experience 
transformation is by creating space to process the day’s events and acknowledge 
God’s presence in their lives. Reflection allows time for everyone to slow down 
enough for their hearts to catch up with their minds or their thoughts. 

 
3. Pray together as a group. One of the deepest connections we can make as 

human beings is through praying together. Praying with and for someone is one 
of the most meaningful ways to care for them. Students may not remember what 
you say, but they do remember how you made them feel. 

 
4. Share important information and announcements. Some administrative items 

will need to be shared, such as walking through the schedule, sharing details 
about Night Life, talking about the missions emphasis, and so forth. You may 
want to wait and share these at the end of this time so that you do not disrupt the 
spirit that was started during worship. 

 
On opening night, we will gather for Church Group Rally. Check your schedule for the 
time. A FUGE staff member will escort you and your group from the worship center to 
your Church Group Time location. This person will serve as your “church host” for the 
week, so make sure your students get to know him or her by giving time for an 
introduction. The staffer will help you cast a vision for church group devotion time and 
will also pray for you and your students.   
 
 
You may lead each of these sessions yourself, involve the adult sponsors from your 
group, ask students to help lead, or invite a FUGE staffer to lead. You may choose to 
use this material, use your own plan, or allow this to be a reflection and share time. 
Whatever way you choose, we suggest you prepare this time before camp. If you follow 
this plan, you will want to designate prayer partners (same gender, two to three people) 
and small family groups (same or mixed gender, four to six people).  
 
During camp, please be sure to dismiss your group in time for them to participate in 
Night Life. Make sure you do not hold your group past curfew. 
  
We appreciate your partnership and pray that your group will have a great experience. 
We hope this material will help you get the most out of your Church Group Time at the 
end of each day at camp. 
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Night 1: The Mission 
 
Teaching Aim:       Students will discover the mission and purpose of the Christian life 

as found in Acts 1:8 and how Stephen’s death led to the persecuted 
church being scattered throughout the nations.  

Life Questions:  What is the mission? What is your purpose as a follower of Christ? 
Scriptures:              Acts 1:8; 7:54-60; 8:1-4 
Key Verse:              Acts 1:8  
 
Supplies: White paper and pens 
 
Welcome your group to Church Group Time. Explain to your students that this time will 
be a vital part of their camp experience and that they will have the opportunity to share 
stories, pray together, and celebrate what God is doing over the course of the week. 
Encourage students to bring their Bibles and pens to this time each night.   
  
Allow time for the staffer who has escorted your group to your meeting location to share 
and pray with the group.  
 
Form small groups and instruct them to discuss the following questions: 

• What are your expectations for the week? 
• What changes or decisions do you need to make?   
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• What might be a distraction this week that you need to put aside? 
 
Say: “In Opening Celebration, we heard that our daily theme today is The 
Mission, gaining knowledge of what our mission is as a believer.” Ask: “What is 
our mission? Does anyone remember the Scripture on which this calling is 
based?” (Acts 1:8) 
 
Read aloud Acts 1:8.  
 
Concentric Circles 
Distribute a sheet of paper and pen to each student. Instruct them to draw a small circle 
in the center of the paper, then move out an inch and draw another circle. Lead them to 
do this one more time and to write their name in the center.  
 
In the circle next to where they wrote their name, instruct students to write the names of 
people in their school, family, or neighborhood who do not know Jesus and who need 
Him in their lives.  
Invite an adult sponsor who has been successful in some aspect of life to talk about how 
he or she got started, as well as how small, local experiences helped to prepare them 
for bigger, more influential things they would eventually do.  
 
Discuss how we need to be involved in missions here and now, even if it’s in less 
glamorous ways than traveling around the world. Say: “We never know how God 
might use our current experiences to prepare us for future opportunities.” 
 
Next, lead students to consider people within their state and in other places of the 
United States who need Jesus and write those in the next circle. These may not be 
specific names of people. Discuss ways students can meet needs and share Jesus with 
these people. Invite a student or adult to share from an experience going on a stateside 
mission trip.  
 
Outside the last circle, instruct students to think globally and list needs from around the 
world. Discuss how we can meet needs and share Jesus with these people on the other 
side of the world. Invite another student or adult who has been on an international trip to 
share.  
 
Say: “Now that we have recognized our mission and those who need to hear it, 
the next step is to accept the mission. We have even heard from some folks who 
have accepted it and put their faith and calling in action. We will be talking more 
about this all day tomorrow.”  
 
Invite a student to pray for your group.  
 
Walk through the daily schedule, make announcements, share rules, and cover any 
other administrative items as needed. Dismiss students to free time and remind them 
that they must be in their rooms at 11:00 p.m. 
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Night 2: Accepting the Mission 
  
Paul’s Journey to Christ    
Teaching Aim:     Students will study Saul’s conversion and resulting life-change and 

they will be challenged to accept the gospel as their own.   
Life Questions:    Have you met the Lord personally and experienced life-change? If 

not, on what have you placed your reliance instead of the Lord? What is 
holding you back from accepting Him into your life?              

Scriptures:            Acts 9:1-22; 13:1-4 
Key Verse:            Acts 9:20 
 
Supplies:    String or yarn, four chairs, masking tape (option) 
Preparations:       Build a vertical web with string or yard. Place four chairs to form a 

large square. Tie the string to one chair leg and string it to one of the 
other chairs. Continue this until the web is complete with the string tied 
off to the last chair. The string should be about one foot off the floor so 
players can easily step from opening to opening. 

 
Today was the first full day of camp. Your students have made new friends, learned new 
ideas and experienced new things. Some of your students will be very eager to share 
about their day. Open the floor for sharing, specifically about Bible Study and Worship. 
Keep close watch on time and make sure one student does not monopolize this time. If 
you do not have eager students, prompt them with questions such as: What was your 
favorite part of the day? What is one thing you learned on site or in Bible Study, 
Recreation, or Track Times today? Or, ask the adults in your group to share.  
 
After a few minutes, draw attention to the vertical web made of string. Choose a leader.  
Option: You can use masking tape to create a web design on the floor. If you do this, 
make sure you remove the tape at the end of the session. 
  
Explain: The mission is simple. Players are to replicate a pattern given by the leader as 
as she steps from one side of the web, through a series of openings, to the other side of 
the web. The pattern set by the leader may be as simple or complex as desired. When a 
player steps incorrectly, the entire group must begin again. You might stipulate that the 
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string may not be touched at any time. Communication between players may or may not 
be allowed. The pattern could be repeated for the group to observe before they attempt 
to replicate. Ask the group to respond with “ready” if they are willing to accept the 
mission. Motion for the leader to begin and for the group to follow.  
Debrief: Was this mission easy or difficult? Did all members of the group make it across 
the web? What strategies were used? If the group had to restart, how did that feel and 
what things did you do differently? How does this apply to accepting our mission of 
sharing Christ with the world? 
 
Ask a student(s) to recap what they studied in Bible Study today. (Paul’s conversion on 
the Damascus Road.) 
 

Invite students and adults to open their Bibles to Acts 9:18-20. Ask: “How did Paul 
respond?” Share how Paul accepted his calling and acted immediately. He was 
baptized and began to proclaim Jesus.  
 
Refer back to the web activity. Say: “You had a choice at the beginning of our 
session to accept the mission or not, and then you had to choose to follow the 
leader and help the group as a whole accomplish the task at hand. The same is 
true with our mission as believers. We can say all day we believe and we will 
share Jesus but not until we actually do it will this become reality and lives 
change. With today’s activity, nothing really changed as a result of completing 
the task. But, when we share Jesus, people change. The gospel changes 
everything.”  
 
Ask: “Why would we not be willing to accept a mission that is life-changing?” 

 
Invite a student to pray.  
 
Share announcements and give any instructions for Night Life. Dismiss the group.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Night 3: Living the Mission 
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Paul’s Missionary Journeys 
Teaching Aim:     Students will learn from Paul’s missionary journeys and discover that 

living the mission includes sharing the gospel, discipling others, and 
encouraging one another in the faith.  

Life Questions:    What is your part in the mission? How has your decision to accept 
the mission impacted your life? How are you sharing your story and the 
gospel? 

Scripture:              Acts 11:19-26; 14:21-28; 16:11-15; 20:17-24 
Key Verse:            Acts 20:24 
 
Supplies:  Stool, buzzer or bell, sheets of paper, pens 
 
Instruct the group to meet with their prayer partners and share the following: one thing 
learned in Bible Study, most fun activity at Recreation, something interesting about 
Track Time or Ministry Sites, and a favorite part of Worship. Ask for volunteers to share 
with the large group. 
 
Ask: “What did we talk about/learn on Opening Night about The Mission? (Our 
mission as believers is to share Christ with those closest to us, and even those on the 
other side of the world.) “What did we talk about/learn yesterday? (Once we know 
The Mission, we must follow up with action and accept it.) 
 
Say: “Today, we have looked at and continue to focus on living The Mission.”  

 
Group students into teams of three to five, and direct each team to stand in a corner of 
the room. Place a stool in the middle of the room, then place a buzzer (like the one that 
comes with the game Taboo®) or a bell (like the one that comes with the game Pit®) on 
top of the stool. 
 
Read aloud each of the following situations, then give teams about a minute to discuss 
how they could respond in a way that represents Christ. When you tell them to go, a 
representative from each team runs to the middle of the room and rings the bell or 
presses the buzzer. The team who reaches the buzzer first gets to give their response. 
If the response is a valid one, that team gets a point. The team with the most points 
wins.  
 
Situations: 

1. You see a homeless man asking for money on the side of the road. 
 

2. A friend just got dumped by a girlfriend or boyfriend. 
3. Your elderly neighbor lives alone and it snowed. 
4. Your babysitting paycheck was more that you thought it was going to be.  

5. Your younger brother or sister is struggling in your best subject.  
6. Your mom just got the flu. 
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7. Your friend is stressed out because she just found out her parents are 
getting a divorce.  

8. Another friend just got his driver’s license. 
9. Your church has a missionary from China coming to speak.  

 
When the game concludes, point out how easy it was to think of missional things to do 
in situations when we were focused on doing so. However, in everyday situations, we’re 
often distracted or focused on something else. 
 
Ask students to shout out some things that may take their focus off of Christ and sharing 
Him with others. Encourage students to consistently be on the lookout for ways that they 
can represent Jesus to those around them.  
 
Read aloud Acts 20:24. Point out how Paul was so focused on his mission and living it 
out that he was completely sold out to it.  
 
Say: “Today in Bible Study, you learned about an approach to starting and having 
conversations called FIRM. Tonight, we are going to focus on sharing our story.”  

 
For Centrifuge and XFuge 
Provide a sheet of paper and pen to each student. Instruct them to label their paper with 
these three sections: “Life before Christ,” “How I met Jesus,” and “My life since that 
decision.” Instruct students to write their story based on these sections.  
 
Then lead them to find a partner and share their stories. Help them to shorten their 
stories and to practice sharing them in less than two minutes.  
 
For MFuge and XFuge on Mission 
Say: “Remember back to the first night of camp when you wrote your story. If you 
have that with you, pull it out.” Ask: “Has anyone shared your story this week on 
site?” If so, ask that student to share. Open the floor for any student or adult who wants 
to share their story with the group.  
 
Say: “As Christians, we are called to be witnesses everywhere we go and in 
every situation in which we find ourselves. That calling is pretty all-
encompassing: you can be a witness while you mow your yard, while you are 
driving, when you order a meal at the fast-food restaurant, when you pay your 
bills, while you are waiting in line, and so forth.”  
 
Instruct family groups to get together and make a prayer list of specific needs within 
your group, your church, and your community. Lead family groups to pray through the 
prayer requests. Collect these lists and use them for an adult sponsor prayer time. 
  
Share announcements and give any instructions for Night Life. Dismiss the group.  
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Night 4: Roadblocks to the Mission 
  
Paul’s Hindrances on the Journey 
Teaching Aim:     Students will study how Paul faced difficulties as he shared the 

gospel, yet never gave up on the mission. 
Life Questions:    What hindrances do you encounter in sharing your faith? How do 

you respond when you encounter difficulties or roadblocks? 
Scripture:              Acts 13:44–14:7; 15:36-41; 19:21–20:1 
Key Verses:           Acts 13:51-52 
 
Supplies:  Sheets of paper, index cards, and pens 
 
Distribute paper and pen to each student. Instruct students to make a journal entry and 
record at least one memory from the day. Allow time for sharing with the person(s) next 
to them. 
 
Explain that as you read statements describing different activities, students are to 
choose which of the two activities is tougher to do. If they think the first thing you read is 
tougher, they should move to the left side of the room. If they think the second thing you 



SMANSHUM
EEPSH

S
E
M

PEAK LOW P 2

CLASHC

 

11 

read is tougher, they should move to the right side of the room. Ask the group which of 
the following is tougher to do: 
 

• Eat a can of sardines or drink toilet water? 
• Write a book report or do a science project? 
• Mow the lawn or vacuum the carpet? 
• Find a good snack to eat in the refrigerator or find a good TV show to 

watch? 
• Get your teeth cleaned or empty the dishwasher? 
• Need to go to the bathroom for more than two hours on a long car trip or 

be jam-packed in a minivan for a two-week vacation? 
• Share Christ or clean your room? 

 
Transition by sharing how tough sharing Christ can be and how easy it is to feel guilty 
about not sharing Christ more.  
 
Instruct students to get into small groups of three and finish these statements. 

• I think it’s hard to share when . . . 
• The time I shared Christ was . . . 
• Sometimes I feel guilty about not sharing: Yes or No and Why? 

 
Say: “Roadblocks are things that get in our way.” Say: “What would you say is the 
biggest roadblock that keeps you from sharing?” 
 
Say: “Paul experienced roadblocks of rejection, conflict, prison, beatings, and 
being shipwrecked. But, he did not allow this to keep him from pursuing his 
calling of boldly sharing Jesus.” 
 
Refer to Acts 13:44-45 and Acts 14:2 as examples of how the Jews rejected the 
message Paul and Barnabas were delivering. Point out Acts 14:3 and how Paul and 
Barnabas responded. Ask students to share a takeaway from that Scripture.   
 
Hand out an index card and a pen to each student. Lead them to write their name and 
one of their roadblocks on the card. Be sure to tell students that they will be sharing this 
as a prayer request with someone else in the group. Then, mix up the cards and direct 
each student to pick another student’s card. Instruct them to put their cards away and 
not tell anyone whose card they chose. Challenge students to keep their cards in a 
place where they will be seen every day and to pray for this person and their roadblock 
at least once a day for the coming week.   
 
Invite a student to pray.  
 
Share announcements and give any instructions for Night Life. Dismiss the group.  
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Day 5: Continuing the Mission 
 
Paul’s Charge to the Churches 
Teaching Aim:     Students will learn to be steadfast in their faith and to take this faith 

home with them to live on mission as a part of the body of Christ. 
Life Questions:    What does the gospel demand of you once you return home? How 

can you persevere in continuing the mission at home and abroad? 
Scripture:             Ephesians 6:10-18; Philippians 1:6-11,27-30; and Colossians 2:6-7; 

4:2-6 
Key Verse:            Philippians 1:27 
 
Supplies: Notecard for each student with a condition written on it, sheets of paper, 

and pens 
 
As students arrive, set the stage for the following activity by saying: “The room you’re 
in is now the scene of a traffic accident. Every one of you was in a bus that 
overturned and is now on fire. You have 20 seconds to get everyone from the bus 
to safety before it explodes. Here’s the catch—several of you are unconscious or 
badly injured.” NOTE: If your group has suffered a trauma similar to this scenario, you 
may want to replace this activity with one of your own.   
 
Distribute a note card with one of the following conditions to each person: no injury, no 
use of arms, blind, unconscious, no use of legs. You know your students. If someone 
has a condition similar to any of these, please be sensitive.  
 
The way this activity will work is that each student, while acting out the condition listed 
on their card, must make it from one side of the room (the burning bus) to the other side 
(safety) in less than 20 seconds. Those with no injuries or limited injuries should help 
those who cannot save themselves. If the group fails the first time, let them try the 
activity again.  
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When students have successfully saved everyone from the burning bus, say: “If we 
saw a school bus overturned on a highway, we would be upset and frightened 
and would want to help. An emergency situation calls for an emergency 
response. However, when we see people in a spiritual emergency, dying without 
Christ, we often do not act with the same urgency.” Ask: “Why is this? Why is 
continuing the mission so important?” 
 
Group students into small teams, instructing each team to develop an Acts 1:8 mission 
strategy for your student ministry. Provide paper and pen for taking notes. Encourage 
them to include ongoing local mission organizations they would like to participate with, 
as well as national and  
international mission organizations to support and/or trips to take in the upcoming year. 
When they finish, call on each team to share their strategy. Collect their notes and use 
this with your adults and leadership team to come up with an overall student ministry for 
your group.  
 
Allow students (and adults) who have made decisions this week to share. Encourage 
students to help those who made decisions to follow through upon arrival back home. 
 
Invite a student or adult to pray, thanking God for a great week of camp.  
 
Share announcements concerning checkout and the schedule for the last morning of 
camp and plans for the trip home. 
  
Dismiss the group. 
 


