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As a FUGE Camps Bible Study Leader for summer 2019, you will
stand before students and share the truths of Scripture almost on
a daily basis! You have an incredible opportunity to help shape the
lives of hundreds of students by pointing them to Christ! While
you have a huge responsibility, this summer will be one of the
most rewarding experiences you have ever had. Thank God now
for how He will work in and through you, and then do your part to
be prepared and ready to go each time you teach. Thank you for
accepting this calling on your life!
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This Bible Study Leader Guide provides you a detailed plan
for teaching Bible study. It was created to prepare you in Bible
study and it serves as just that—a guide. It’s not something you
memorize; instead, it’s something you customize to fit your group.
But, you must follow this plan and not go rogue, doing your own
study. And, you must not only lecture to your group. These lessons
were built around guided discovery for creative learning.
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The best way to prepare to teach Bible study this summer is to
study the Scripture and use the lessons as your personal Bible
study before you get to camp. As you interact with Scripture and
the material in the Guide, take notes and answer the questions for
yourself. Learn from the lessons before you attempt to teach them.
If you teach a small group of students or young adults at your
church or school, consider teaching these lessons before you get
to camp. Allow the Holy Spirit to teach you through this study and
then allow Him to use you to teach your students.

FUGE Camps is about life-change. While this change will occur as a
result of the overall camp experience, small group Bible study is a
very important part of the experience and the life-change. Prepare
yourself and pray for your students. Then, sit back and watch God
do His work. The goal is for God to work in the lives of students
during Bible study.

Each day provides a teaching plan and commentary on the
Scripture passage. The teaching plan in built on the format of the
Bible Studies for Life curriculum. This is the line of curriculum that
we will spotlight during camp this summer. The outline for each day
is as follows:
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Intro
Teaching Plan
Gather These Supplies (This is the stuff you need each day.)
Copyright © 2019 LifeWay
Christian Resources of the
Southern Baptist ConventionPrinted in the United States
of America.

All Scripture quotations are
taken from the Christian
Standard Bible®, Copyright
© 2017 by Holman Bible
Publishers. Used by
permission.

Prepare Ahead of Time (These are preparations to make before
the session.)
ENGAGE
The motivation section includes learning activities designed to
introduce the concept for the day and to create interest in the
following Bible study material.
IMPACT
The Scripture study includes learning activities to encounter the
meaning and truth of each Bible passage, and it’s broken down into
teachable sections.
IMPART
The application section allows you as the leader a time to sum up
the lesson in a personal way, and it allows the students to put into
words what they have learned.
KEY VERSE
This activity will drive home the importance of the day’s Key Verse;
it is intended to aid in memorization.
COMMENTARY
This section provides commentary from the Holman New
Testament Commentary series and will provide you background
and helpful information on the Scripture passages.
This year’s theme is “Restored.” Bible study is built around the
Three Circles evangelistic method for sharing Jesus.
God made the world, including us, to be perfect; with a purpose.
Sin entered the world, leading to a place of brokenness for all of
us. God brought redemption through Jesus. We must admit our
sinfulness, repent and believe. When we do, God restores our
relationship with Him and helps us navigate in a broken world.
We hope you have the time of your life, and we will be praying for
you throughout the summer!

Your FUGE Camps Coordinators
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DAY  1:

Design

Main Point: God’s original design was a perfect world. He created us in His image with a plan and purpose.

Intro
Overview
In the beginning, God created a perfect world by His
design. We see evidence of God’s design all around us.
He created man and woman in His image. Everyone and
everything lived in harmony, and the Lord walked with
them daily. God created us with a plan and purpose.

Main Point
God’s original design was a perfect world. He created
us in His image with a plan and purpose.

What do I do with this?
How were we created?
What was God’s design?
What is our purpose?

Scripture
“All things were created through him, and apart from him not one thing was created that has been created.
In him was life, and that life was the light of men” (John 1:3-4).

Gather These Supplies
•
•
•
•
•
•

Extra Bibles
Student books
Large sheets of paper
Set of markers
Sheets of copy paper
Pens

JOHN 1:3-4

•
•
•
•
•
•

Picture of your family
Mirror(s)
Black permanent marker
Index cards
Session posters and activities
Tape
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DAY  1:

Design

Main Point: God’s original design was a perfect world. He created us in His image with a plan and purpose.

Intro
Prepare Ahead of Time:
• Hang Key Verse Poster, Truths Poster, and Names of God Poster on walls around 			
classroom.

h
te

• Write “God’s Image” across the top of the mirror(s).
• Print each question on a different index card:
• What does being an image-bearer mean, in general?
• What does being an image-bearer look like? In other words, how do you bear an image?
• What are the pros/cons of image-bearing?
• How does this shape the way we look at other people?
• Print each question on a different index card:
• What was the significance of God creating Eve?
• What is the importance of community and relationships with fellow believers?
• What is the best example of Christian community? Why?
• What role does your youth group play in your life and your community?
• Print these instructions on a sheet of white paper or butcher paper and hang each on a different wall. Then
add the items needed for each station.
Christ
(At this station you will need one or more mirrors, permanent markers, and the following
printed instructions.)
Pick up a mirror and take a look at yourself. After a 10-second look, reflect on whether or not you
saw Jesus when you saw yourself. Write “Christ’s Image-Bearer” on the palm or top of your hand with
a permanent marker.
Community
(At this station you will only need the following printed instructions.)
God didn’t create us for isolation. He created us to live in community; it strengthens our walk with
Him, because we’re living as He intended in community with other believers. When we are able to
accept others for the way they were wonderfully made, we are able to function more like the church
by utilizing one anothers’ unique gifts and talents to bring God glory.
Pray for specific ways that your youth pastor and youth group can be the light of Christ to your
community and make an impact for Him. Share ideas revealed to you with your youth pastor.

JOHN 1:3-4
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DAY  1:

Design

Main Point: God’s original design was a perfect world. He created us in His image with a plan and purpose.

Intro
Culture
(At this station you will need index cards and pens with the following printed instructions.)
List on one side of your index card the names of friends who have chosen darkness. On the other
side, answer these questions: “How can you show them the light of Christ? How will you respond
if they reject this idea? How can you love other people and remind them that they were created
in the image of God? Is there a change that needs to take place in YOU to make this happen?”
(bullying, gossip, expectations for you and others)
Keep the card in your Bible as a reminder to pray for the people listed and as a reminder to 		
reach out to these students.
•Print each phrase on a sheet of paper and hang each sheet in one of the four corners of the room:
1. All things were created through him
2. Apart from him not one thing was created that has been created
3. In him was life
4. That life was the light of men

Engage
Getting Started (10 minutes)
Option for Younger Students
Lead students to form four groups according to eye color—brown, blue, green, hazel. You may need to even
out the group sizes. Give each group a large sheet of paper and a set of markers. Instruct groups to choose
one person to be the drawer. This person must secretly choose one person in the group to draw on the
paper, but they need to make sure others in the group cannot see what they are drawing.
While this person draws, the others in the group will answer these questions one at a time as you prompt
them: “What is your eye color? How tall are you? What size shoe do you wear? What are your talents
and/or abilities?”
After a couple of minutes, lead the drawers to show their pictures, and ask group members to determine the
person drawn. Ask: “What did your drawer use to make the person he or she drew noticeable? What
features were highlighted?” (eye color, hair color, facial features, etc.)

JOHN 1:3-4
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DAY  1:

Design

Main Point: God’s original design was a perfect world. He created us in His image with a plan and purpose.

Engage
Share: God created this world in which we live, including us. We are different from His other creation. Next
to Him, we are the most powerful and authoritative. And, best of all, we are created in His image. We are
all unique; none of us are just alike. Today, we will take a closer look at God’s original, perfect design of the
world and His creation of us.
Option for Older Students
Lead students to form four groups according to eye color—brown, blue, green, hazel. You may need to
even out the group sizes. Give each group a large sheet of paper, a set of markers, and one of the following
things to draw: a new mode of transportation, a new communication device, a new sport, a new social media
platform. Instruct each group to draw and describe their new design on their sheet of paper.
After a short time, give groups a chance to share their designs. Then, lead groups to discuss the following:
1. How long will your prototype take to create?
2. What supplies are needed? What equipment will you want or need to use?
3. How much work force is needed to complete this task?
4. What service does your creation provide?
5. What process did you walk through to create your design?
Allow a brief time for groups to share. Then, share this: God designed this world in which we live and each
of us with a unique plan in mind. He did not have anything previously made to go by or to plan around. He
simply spoke and the world, including us, came into being. And, He deemed it all good. Today we will take
a look at God’s original, perfect design of the world and His creation of us, in His image, with a purpose and
plan.

JOHN 1:3-4
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DAY  1:

Design

Main Point: God’s original design was a perfect world. He created us in His image with a plan and purpose.

Impart
Distribute extra Bibles to students who do not have one
or instruct those with a Bible to share with someone
who does not have a Bible. Guide students to turn to
page 9 in their Camp Guide.
Pray that God would help us to hear the truths He
wants to impart to us today and then know how to
apply those truths.

Study (15 minutes)
1. God created a perfect world.
Lead students to open their Bibles and invite one
student to read aloud Genesis 2:15-18:
15 The LORD God took the man and placed him in the
garden of Eden to work it and watch over it. 16 And the
LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat
from any tree of the garden, 17 but you must not eat
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for on
the day you eat from it, you will certainly die.” 18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be
alone. I will make a helper corresponding to him.”
Say: “God created a perfect world. Refer students to page 9 in their Camp Guide and recap the seven
days of creation.”
God’s Perfect Creation—Genesis 1
Day 1—Day and night
Day 2—Sky and seas
Day 3—Land and vegetation
Day 4—Stars, sun, and moon
Day 5—Sea creatures and birds
Day 6—Animals and mankind
Day 7—Rest
Ask: “What materials did God need to create the world?” (nothing) “How did He accomplish this?” (He
spoke the world into being.)

JOHN 1:3-4
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DAY  1:

Design

Main Point: God’s original design was a perfect world. He created us in His image with a plan and purpose.

Impart
Ask: “How did God respond after each day of His creation?” (It is good.) Say: “God responded with
‘it is good,’ except after He created man. His response was different.” Ask: “What was it?” (It is very
good.) Say: “God was proud of us, even when He knew what was about to happen.”
Say: “In the verses just read, God placed Adam in a place called the garden of Eden. Take a look at
Genesis 2 and 3 for details about the garden.” Ask: “What do we know about this place from what we
read?” Point out these facts about the Garden:
1. Eden was a special place for man where they could have communion with God. He walked 		
with them there. Refer to Genesis 3:8.
2. God gave them freedom in the garden and authority over all creation to rule.
3. No shame or guilt existed in the pre-fallen world. Also, death was not part of Eden either.
4. Everything was perfect—no storms, no mosquitoes, no disease, and so forth.
5. Adam and Eve were banished from the garden of Eden because they ate from the forbidden tree.
Provide a sheet of paper and pen to each group. Instruct groups to create a utopia that will answer the
question: “What would your perfect world look like?” After a short time, ask one student from each
group to hang their utopia picture on a focal wall. Point out some ideas from each group.
Share: Each day this week, we will look at a different name for God. Today, our focus is on God as creator,
as infinite, and as all-powerful. The first word translated as God in the Bible is found in Genesis 1:1. God here
is from the Hebrew Elohim and is revealed as the creator of the heavens and the earth. Elohim is the plural
form of Eloah, suggesting a Godhead of three—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Invite students to say “Elohim”
in unison several times.
Lead students to call out answers to the following: “What freedoms do we hold as citizens of the United
States? What are some of the laws we must keep?”
Say: “Just as we have freedoms and limitations to those freedoms, so did Adam and Eve. God gave
them almost total freedom, but He did impose a limitation on them for their own good. This is where
choice entered the picture. They had a choice to obey and follow God or to go against His instruction
and face the consequences.”
Assign two groups to find examples in their Bibles of freedoms we share as believers; assign the other two
groups to find examples of limitations placed on us. Allow a short share time. Ask: “How might imposing
limitations be for our own good?”
Share: God created the world to exist in perfect peace, harmony, and rhythm. Let’s look specifically at how
He created us.

JOHN 1:3-4
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DAY  1:

Design

Main Point: God’s original design was a perfect world. He created us in His image with a plan and purpose.

Impart
Study (15 minutes)
2. God created us in His Image.
Show a picture of your family and give examples of how you look and act like them. Invite students to find a
partner and share how they resemble their family in the ways they look and act.
Ask: “Have you ever noticed that you sometimes talk and act like people with whom you spend time?”
Give an example or ask a student to share.
Give each group one of the following questions that you have written on index cards before class, and
instruct students to discuss them in their groups:
• What does being an image-bearer mean, in general? (To look or act like someone to the point
that others know who you represent)
• What does being an image-bearer look like? In other words, how do you bear an image?
(Same speech, dress alike, have similar hobbies and interests, spend time together)
• What are the pros/cons of image-bearing? (Pros—If the person is a good “image,” then this
can be a good thing. We can learn from this person. Others see us in the same way. Cons—If the
opposite is true, this can hurt our reputation, character, or cause others to question our faith/
Christianity.)
• How does this shape the way we look at other people?
Instruct students to open their Bibles and ask one to read aloud Genesis 1:27: “So God created man in his
own image; he created him in the image of God; he created them male and female.”
Say: “God created us in His image. This does not refer to the physical form of man matching that of
God but rather characteristics such as intelligence, morality, spirituality, creativity, and so forth. When
we trust Christ and choose to follow Him, we become a new creation with a new identity. We become
representatives of Christ. We are to bear His image.”

JOHN 1:3-4
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DAY  1:

Design

Main Point: God’s original design was a perfect world. He created us in His image with a plan and purpose.

Impart
Point students to pages 9 and 10 of their Camp Guide
to answer the following:
Whose image(s) are you bearing? Circle all that
apply.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Friends:___________
Parents
Siblings
Youth Pastor
Celebrity: ____________
Christ

Can others see Christ in you? Mark on the scale
where you land.
1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -10
I look like the world				
I look like
Christ
Say: “We are created in His image, and we ought to
live like it.” Ask students to think about this: “How would others know if we are living like Jesus?”
Direct students to open their Bibles and invite one to read aloud Genesis 2:21-25:
21 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to come over the man, and he slept. God took one of his ribs
and closed the flesh at that place. 22 Then the LORD God made the rib he had taken from the man into a
woman and brought her to the man. 23 And the man said: This one, at last, is bone of my bone and flesh of
my flesh; this one will be called “woman,” for she was taken from man. 24 This is why a man leaves his father
and mother and bonds with his wife, and they become one flesh. 25 Both the man and his wife were naked,
yet felt no shame.
Say: “God said in verse 18, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone,’ and He created woman as a
companion.”
Form new groups by assigning each student a number between 1-4. Lead students to move to get with
others with their number. Give each group one of the following questions that you have written on index
cards before class, and instruct students to discuss them in their groups:

JOHN 1:3-4
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DAY  1:

Design

Main Point: God’s original design was a perfect world. He created us in His image with a plan and purpose.

Impart
• What was the significance of God creating
Eve? (Adam would not be alone. Adam and Eve
could have children and eventually the world
would be populated.)
• What is the importance of community and
relationships with fellow believers?
• What is the best example of Christian 		
community? (The church) Why?
• What role does your youth group play in
your life and your community?
Share: God did not create us to be “lone rangers” in
our faith and in this world. He gave us the church, the
body of local believers, to challenge us, encourage us,
and hold us accountable.
Guide students to open their Bibles and ask one to read
aloud Psalm 139:14-17:
14 I will praise you because I have been remarkably
and wondrously made. Your works are wondrous, and I
know this very well. 15 My bones were not hidden from
you when I was made in secret, when I was formed in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw me when I
was formless; all my days were written in your book and planned before a single one of them began. 17 God,
how precious your thoughts are to me; how vast their sum is!
Say: “God’s creation is intentional and meticulous. He is very specific about His pursuit.” Ask students
to give examples of this truth. Point students to page 10 in their Camp Guide to answer these questions:
• Do you praise God for how you have been made? If not, why not? If so, how? How often?
• How have you allowed the world to steal your praise in how God created you?
•How has the world redefined this definition of “remarkably and wondrously made” in your heart
(you’re too smart, not trendy enough, not outspoken)?
Lead students to also list any insecurities in their Camp Guide on page 11. After a couple of minutes, instruct
them to write this truth on top of their insecurities: “God made you remarkable and wonderful. He knows
what is best for you and He is in control.” Encourage students to turn their insecurities over to Christ so He
can help them to overcome them.
Say: “We need to put to rest our striving toward what the world tells us to be and take back our
satisfaction in the identity the enemy either is attempting to steal or has already stolen.”
Say: “Take another look at Psalm 139:16. God sees you, and you are valued to Him.” Ask: “How does
that make you feel? How does it affect how you live?”

JOHN 1:3-4
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DAY  1:

Design

Main Point: God’s original design was a perfect world. He created us in His image with a plan and purpose.

Impart
Say: “Because we know that truth, we want to fulfill
our obligation to Christ out of love, not out of duty.
John 14:15 says, ‘If you love me, you will keep my
commands.’ We function out of obedience and love,
not duty or a chore.”
Ask: “Have you ever considered God’s thoughts as
precious to you?” Lead students to ponder on that for a
moment.
Comment: When we see God’s thoughts as precious and
kind, we should see everyone else that way. Knowing this
truth, why do we see so many self-confidence issues, selfimage concerns, bullying, and so forth.
Say: “God created mankind differently.” Ask: “How?
Why?” This leads us to our last point.

Study (15 minutes)
3. God created us with a plan and a purpose.
Direct students to open their Bibles and ask one to read aloud John 1:1-5:
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in
the beginning. 3 All things were created through him, and apart from him not one thing was created that has
been created. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 That light shines in the darkness, and yet
the darkness did not overcome it.
Ask: “What or who is the Word?” (Jesus is “the Word.” He was always and will always be, just like God.
Through Him is the only way to life.) “According to these verses in John 1, what is Jesus’ purpose?” (To
be light in a dark world)
Say: “Because we are image-bearers of Christ, we are to be light in a dark world. If we are not
choosing Light, then we are choosing darkness.”
Point students to pages 11 and 12 in their Camp Guide to list:
• Examples of what choosing to live in the Light
looks like; and
• Things in their lives that are keeping them
from living in His image, plan, and purpose.

JOHN 1:3-4
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DAY  1:

Design

Main Point: God’s original design was a perfect world. He created us in His image with a plan and purpose.

Impart
Challenge students to decide on one thing to give up that is keeping them from living in the Light, and to
choose one action they can take for choosing Light. Encourage students to mark this in their Camp Guide as
a reminder. Allow time for students to share in their groups, if they choose.
Ask a volunteer to read aloud Ephesians 2:10: “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared ahead of time for us to do.”
Say: “Another purpose in our lives is to bear fruit. We are to do good works because we’ve been
saved, but not to earn our salvation.”
Ask: “What are examples of good works? What does God expect of us?”
Share: Remember, God’s creation of man was both intentional and purposeful. He has a plan for our lives.
Even the good works God wants us to do have been laid out for us long before we were born.
Ask rhetorically: “If you know the game plan or the way to victory, why are you sitting on the bench?”
Say: “The ‘game plan’ and ‘way to victory’ are found in the Word of God. It is His Word that instructs
us on how to seek after His good works (which comes from a natural outpouring of love for Jesus). It
is also in this Good Book where we find encouragement to seek after the person God intended us to
be.”
Share: Knowing and living God’s purpose requires action and intentionality. It sometimes even means
getting messy.

JOHN 1:3-4
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DAY  1:

Design

Main Point: God’s original design was a perfect world. He created us in His image with a plan and purpose.

Impact
Reflect (10 minutes)
Note: These stations need to be set up before class. Divide your group into three smaller teams, assigning
each team one of these as a starting point. Then, allow students to rotate around the three at their own
pace.

Christ
Pick up a mirror and take a look at yourself. After a 10-second look, reflect on whether or not you saw Jesus
when you saw yourself. Write “Christ’s Image-Bearer” on the palm or top of your hand with a permanent
marker.

Community
God didn’t create us for isolation. He created us to live in community; it strengthens our walk with Him,
because we’re living as He intended in community with other believers. When we are able to accept others
for the way they were wonderfully made, we are able to function more like the church by utilizing one
anothers’ unique gifts and talents to bring God glory.
Pray for specific ways that your youth pastor and youth group can be the light of Christ to your community
and make an impact for Him. Share ideas revealed to you with your youth pastor.

Culture
List on one side of your index card the names of friends who have chosen darkness. On the other side,
answer these questions: “How can you show them the light of Christ? How will you respond if they
reject this idea? How can you love other people and remind them that they were created in the image
of God? Is there a change that needs to take place in YOU to make this happen?” (bullying, gossip,
expectations for you and others)
Keep the card in your Bible as a reminder to pray for the people listed and as a reminder to reach out to
these students.

JOHN 1:3-4
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DAY  1:

Design

Main Point: God’s original design was a perfect world. He created us in His image with a plan and purpose.

Impact
Key Verse Activity (5 mins)
“All things were created through him, and apart from him not one thing was created that has been
created. In him was life, and that life was the light of men” (John 1:3-4).
Divide students into four groups. Assign each group to one of the four corners in the room where you have
placed the strips of Scripture:
• All things were created through him
• Apart from him not one thing was created that has been created
• In him was life
• That life was the light of men
When you signal to begin, move around the room and point to groups to recite their portion of the Key
Verse. Do this a couple of times. Then, instruct groups to move clockwise to the next corner. Repeat what
was done while students were at their original starting corner. Do this two more times, speeding up as you
go. Lead students to pull the phrases down off the wall and cover up the key verse poster. Now, recite the
entire verse from memory as a group.

Prayer
Lead in prayer, thanking God for His design and creation and for creating us in His image with a plan and
purpose.

JOHN 1:3-4
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DAY  1:

Design

Main Point: God’s original design was a perfect world. He created us in His image with a plan and purpose.

Commentary
Genesis 1:27
SUPPORTING IDEA: God fills His universe with productive matter and places mankind in a position of
authority.
Special attention is paid to one creature who, although he could be confused with other land animals, was
significantly different. Mankind became the highlight of this day and, except for the Creator himself, became
the most powerful, authoritative being in all creation. His creation is treated separately from the other land
creatures.
Only of this creature is it said that he was created in the image of God. The creation of “man” in the image
of God refers to all mankind, not just Adam, as the pronoun them and the reference to male and female
in verse 27 indicates. God and mankind share a likeness (the Hebrew terms for image and likeness are
essentially synonymous terms) that is not shared by the other creatures. This likeness probably involves the
personality, aesthetic appreciation, authority, moral, and spiritual qualities that both God and humans share,
unlike the animals. Since God and humans share such likeness, it should not be surprising that a relationship
between God and humans is a focus in the rest of Scripture. Mankind possesses a self-conscious life in which
he is able to thank and worship the Creator.
Genesis 2:15-18,21-25
SUPPORTING IDEA: Adam was placed in the garden to carry out his responsibilities as the chief
representative of God on earth.
2:15-17. As God’s supreme creation, Adam was given great honor as well as important responsibilities.
The concept of placing man in the garden is done with a Hebrew word that is often used to mean “rest.”
The concept of a Sabbath rest will be developed later in Scripture (see Heb. 3:7-4:11) and is probably to be
related back to this pre-sinful world where mankind was placed (“rested”) with responsibilities.
The concepts of work it and take care of it involve two Hebrew verbs that are used later in the
Pentateuch for spiritual service—for both worshiping and keeping the commandments of God. “Whatever
activity the man was to engage in in the garden (and there is no reason to doubt that physical activity was
involved), it was described in terms of spiritual service of the Lord” (Ross, 124).
Man was not created to be lazy or to be a workaholic. His work was to involve a fulfillment of God’s
mandate to him in a place where he could find true rest and accomplishment. Before the female appeared
on earth, the male of the human race had been given authority over creation and responsibility toward God.
SUPPORTING IDEA: The creation of the woman benefited the man.
2:18. Up to now a reiterated statement in Genesis is “it was good.” Now it comes as almost a shock to
read that it is not good for the man to be alone. It was not good for the male of the human species to be
alone, to remain uncomplemented as were all the other creatures God had made. It was not that man was in
some manner bad but that God had made him to exist in relationship with others.
The creation of the female was for the welfare of the male. But she was to be a helper, not a slave! The
Hebrew term êzer is used to describe the function of the female to the male. The use of this term elsewhere
in the Old Testament confirms that this was not a demeaning term. It is used of God himself (Exod. 18:4;
Deut. 33:7; 1 Sam. 7:12; Pss. 20:2; 46:1) who is described as the helper. The term denotes one who can
provide what is lacking in another. God created man in such a way that he needed the help of a partner to
fulfill God’s plan for him. He would not be able to procreate by himself. Neither would he find the intimacy
he desired if he remained in isolation. The phrase suitable for him or “corresponding to him” is from the
Hebrew expression kenegdo that literally means “according to his opposite.” The woman would share the
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Commentary
same nature as man (unlike animals among which there was found “no suitable helper”; v. 20).
2:21. A couple of important points are made in this verse. First, the creation of the woman was
accomplished by God without the help of the man he had created. Man was not even conscious (while he
was sleeping) at the time of woman’s creation. The gift of the woman was an act of grace. Genesis 15:12 and
28:11 reveal two other times when God put people to sleep as he initiated a new relationship.
Second, the creation of woman was not a totally distinct creation since she was made from preexisting
material—from man’s side. She would share much in common with the male. She was not made from the
dust of the earth but from Adam. The apostle Paul interpreted this action in 1 Timothy 2:12-13 as applying
to functions of the male and female. Traditionally the word rib is used, although the Hebrew is literally “took
part of the man’s side.”
The use of the rib from man does not indicate that man “lost” something. The differences of a female are
not the “preowned” aspects of the male. God made her different so she might complement the man in his
need of companionship. Her creation would also allow procreation so man could multiply and fill the earth.
The fact that procreation is obviously God’s method for offspring in the animal world indicates that woman
was never an afterthought in the mind of God. She was created after man so man might first experience
loneliness and then recognize her great value to him.
2:22-23. When the Lord brought the woman to the man, you might say he was “beside himself!” This is
now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh is a way of stating that the woman was of the same essence
as the man.
Adam then named her: She shall be called “woman,” for she was taken out of man. The term woman
would be a constant reminder that woman had her origin in man. Later the apostle Paul affirmed the truth
of the seniority of the male but reminded believers, “Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent of
man, nor is man independent of woman. For as woman came from man, so also man is born of woman. But
everything comes from God” (1 Cor. 11:11-12). (CSB)
SUPPORTING IDEA: Here in embryonic form is the essence of marriage.
2:24. Based on the origin of the human genders, the author of Genesis makes an evaluative statement.
Marriage is described as both “leaving” and “cleaving.” For Adam, of course, there were no parents to leave.
But for the rest of mankind, a leaving of what up to now was the most precious relationship—that of a child
to a parent—is needed for a marriage to work. This is not to imply that a man is no longer a child from his
parents’ union. But it underscores the priority of the new relationship and the authority that is no longer
there from the parent-child relationship.
The uniting or cleaving is not simply physical, although all cultures recognize the necessity of a sexual
consummation of a marriage for it to be valid. The man and woman are to become one flesh as they were
before she was created. Ephesians 5:28-29 also speaks of the oneness when Paul writes, “In this same way,
husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one
ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church.” (CSB)
2:25. This verse emphasizes the innocence, openness, and trust that existed between the man (husband)
and woman (wife). While in our contemporary world many people want to criticize the Genesis creation story
as being less than ideal or good, the Scripture presents it differently. The relationship between man and
woman is seen as complementary and “without shame.” The intimacy that existed between Adam and Eve is
something that most couples desire in their relationship
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Commentary
John 1:1-5
SUPPORTING IDEA: Like His heavenly Father, Jesus reveals eternality, personality, deity, creativity, life, and
light.
1:1-2. Some interpreters have translated the opening phrase of this Gospel, “Before there was a
beginning, the Word had been.” Indeed, the familiar repetition of Genesis 1:1 almost looks as if John wrote
a Gospel of two beginnings—a creation account that parallels physical birth and spiritual rebirth. But it is
important to notice that we are dealing with two beginnings, not creations. The central focus of this verse is
eternality. Like his heavenly Father, Jesus always was and therefore existed at the beginning of time.
It is interesting that John should call Jesus the Word rather than some other name to introduce his book—
interesting, but not surprising since the Jews often referred to God in such terminology. The doctrine at
stake here is the deity of Christ. Jesus is God, and John wanted to make that point immediately. In fact, this
prologue (vv. 1-18) begins and ends with a strong statement of this doctrine.
The term Word (logos) would have been familiar to the Greeks as well. Their understanding centered on
ultimate reason or the rationale of the universe rather than the personal God revealed to Abraham and his
descendants. John claimed that the God of creation, the ultimate mind of the universe, had taken on human
form; he had become incarnate.
The Bible allows no place for atheism and no room for doubt about how God has spoken—through the
Word. Before there was a beginning, the Word had been coequal with God throughout all eternity. But what
did the apostle mean by with God? The Greek word is pros which literally means “toward,” implying a faceto-face relationship. John would have neither atheism nor unitarianism. He told us later in his Gospel that the
Godhead consists of a trinity, but here in verse 1 we learn plurality.
So Jesus, the Word, is eternal and personal. Nothing can separate the heavenly Father from His Son. Verse
2 merely emphasizes verse 1. I like the way Gary Vanderet puts it: “John intends that the entire book be read
in light of this verse. The deeds and the words of Jesus are the deeds and words of God” (Vanderet, Prelude
to Deity).
1:3. Unlike the Gospel writers before him, John tells us that Jesus participated in creation and again states
his case twice for emphasis. Surely this is a deliberate link with Genesis, and it sets the stage for other New
Testament Scriptures which show us Jesus’ involvement in creation: “For in him all things were created:
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all
things were created by him and for him” (Col. 1:16). “In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the
prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe” (Heb. 1:1-2). (CSB)
Creation is a foundational doctrine of the Christian faith. Virtually every other aspect of theology rests
upon our understanding of God as the origin of all life and of the role Jesus Christ, the Word, in creation.
John could hardly say it more clearly: without him nothing was made that has been made—everything
from subatomic particles to galaxies. Only God who created all things can redeem them. Creation is the
foundation stone of the gospel. Christ could not have been created, for He created all things. There was
a “historical Jesus,” but this terminology refers only to His thirty-three years on earth. His life had no
beginning, and it will have no end.
1:4. Here we find the first appearance of our key word—life. The revelation of the Lamb was also the
revelation of life. No fewer than thirty-six times in John, we find the word zoe. Jesus Christ the Creator
provides physical life; Jesus Christ the Redeemer provides spiritual life; and Jesus Christ the Savior provides
eternal life. In verse 4 John also introduced another key word—light. The life becomes the light of men.
Notice these positive terms. What a wonderful contrast to death and darkness.
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In the Word, God’s person and power were revealed to humanity. Here again we see a reference to
creation since, in the Genesis account, light was the first evidence of God’s creative work. God is always the
source of light and life. Christ the Son, the Creator, provides life and light to humanity. He alone is the lifegiver and the light-bearer. John is getting ready to write new lyrics to an old melody, “For with you is the
fountain of life; in your light we see light” (Palms 36:9). (CSB)
1:5. In this verse John picked up a common first-century theme, the symbols of light and darkness
representing good and evil. The word understood might be rendered “overcome.” All the forces of Satan
tried to prevent life and extinguish the light—but they could not.
These five verses tell us that Jesus came to the world with a message of hope, and he came from heaven
where he had lived eternally with the Father.
Often I find myself humming the theme of the television miniseries Winds of War which aired in the mid
1980s. Based on the Herman Wouk book, the series ran for a total of eighteen hours. This theme played over
and over again—in the key of D minor. John’s key words are like that, especially “life” and “light.” The word
rendered “understood” in the NIV is translated “seizes” in Mark 9:18 and “overtakes” in John 12:35. God
sent his light into the world, but mankind did not understand it, could not grasp it. But the world will never
be able to defeat it.
Psalm 139:14-17
SUPPORTING IDEA: David is astounded that God precisely created him and ordained the number of his days.
139:14. David could only praise God for this display of wonderful omnipotence. He understood he was
fearfully and wonderfully made, and astonishment within him toward God who created him so perfectly.
139:15. My frame (i.e., bones and skeleton) was not hidden from God but in full view to divine eyes. God
made David in the secret place, a euphemism for the womb, that unseen place concealed from human eyes.
There he was woven together like a multicolored piece of cloth or fine needlepoint. All these threads picture
his veins, arteries, muscles, and tendons.
139:16. God saw his unformed body before he was made. All his days were sovereignly ordained for David
before he came into the world. The span of his life was written by God in His divine book containing His
eternal decree. The precise length of his life was determined by God before he was born. There could be no
changing the number of his days (Job 14:5).
139:17-18. These divine truths were precious to David,vast and beyond his human comprehension. If he
tried to list these truths about God, they would outnumber the grains of sand on the beaches of the world,
far past his ability to understand. When he awakens, his thoughts are still dominated with God. He cannot
remove such towering thoughts about God from his mind.
Ephesians 2:10
SUPPORTING IDEA: Because of God’s rich mercy, he has provided salvation for us by grace through faith, not
through our good works, so that we cannot claim credit that is his.
2:10. As we, His children, stand on display throughout eternity, we will be recognized as God’s
workmanship. “Workmanship” (poiema) is not just a result of effort or labor. It is a result of artistic skill and
craftsmanship. If we could earn salvation by our own good works, we would not be a work of God but a work
of our own selves. That cannot be and will not be. We were created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God determined before we were ever born. God has prepared a path of good works for Christians which He
will bring about in and through them while they walk by faith. This does not mean that we do a good work
for God. It means that God does a good work through us as we are faithful and obedient to Him. God is at
work. In faith we join Him in that work to the praise of His glory (see 1:6,12,14).
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Intro
Overview
The first man and woman chose to distort God’s
perfect design and selfishly insisted on doing things
their way, which led to a place of sin and brokenness,
causing separation from God, leading to death. Every
man and woman to follow has made that same choice.
But, God did not leave us in our brokenness. He sent
His Son, Jesus, in human form to rescue us through His
death for our sin. This good news is that we now have
eternal life through Christ and death is not our end.

Main Point
Our sin left us broken and separated from God, in need
of a Savior. God sent His Son to rescue us through His
death for our sin.

What do I do with this?
What is sin?
How did we depart from God’s design through sin?
How do we attempt to fix our brokenness?
How does the gospel of Jesus answer the questions that brokenness brings?

Scripture
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23)
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Intro
Gather These Supplies
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bowl of water
Small bottle of oil
Clear jar
Two sets of magnets
Two clay pots
Mad Lib® story

•
•
•
•
•
•

Sheets of copy paper
Large sheet of paper
White crayon
Watercolor paint
Paint brush
Cup of water

•
2 gift bags with tissue
		paper
•
Index cards
•
Markers
•
Tape

Prepare Ahead of Time:
• Hang the Key Verse Poster and Truths Poster on a focal wall in the classroom.
• Print each of these Impossible Tasks on an index card and laminate. Make two sets so each student will
have one card.
Lick your own elbow; Fly; Travel at light speed; Read with your eyes closed; Sneeze with your eyes
open; Put your foot behind your head; Be in your Bible study classroom and the auditorium at the
same time; Choose a student from your group and read his or her mind; Touch your nose with your
tongue; Take a pic of an invisible object with your phone; Make the world silent; Survive with no
blood at all in your body; Hold your breath for the duration of Bible study; Count to infinity; Bite your
own neck
• Break one clay pot.
• Print this quote on a sheet of paper or poster board: Sin always promises to provide something that we
already have in Christ. – Brian Owen. Hang this on a wall.
• Print the secret message: BROKEN . . . IN NEED OF RESCUE on a large piece of white paper with a white
crayon and display on a focal wall.
• Print these instructions on a sheet of white paper or butcher paper and hang each on a different wall. Then
add the items needed for each station.
Christ
(At this station you will need the two clay pots [one should be broken] and the following
printed instructions.)
You are broken and in need of a Savior. This is represented by the broken pot. It’s only through Christ
that you are made whole again and can have a relationship with God. The new, whole pot represents
what Christ can do within us. Ponder this question: “Are you in a place of brokenness or have you
allowed yourself to be rescued?” If you have not made a decision to follow Christ, please talk to
your group leader or an adult from your group about it.
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Intro
Community
(At this station you will need the following printed questions.)
• Do you have friends who push you toward darkness and away from God? If so, what actions do you
need to take to make this situation different?
• Do you have friends who can help keep you out of darkness and hold you accountable to the
struggles in your life? If so, thank God for these fellow believers who challenge and encourage you in
your faith walk.
• Is there someone who needs your help and accountability? Jot this person’s name below and reach
out to him or her as soon as you can.

Culture
(At this station you will need markers and the following printed instructions/questions on
butcher paper.)
Use the markers to write the answers to these questions on the paper on the wall.
• What evidences do you see of a broken world? How do we respond? How should we respond?
• What do we buy into that culture is feeding us? How do we look different? What brokenness are we
adopting from culture?
• Print each word of the Key Verse on an index card. Prepare two sets of these cards, shuffle them, and drop
them in the gift bags.
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Engage
Getting Started (10 minutes)
Option for Younger Students
Distribute facedown the Impossible Task cards, one per student, and instruct them to wait to turn over their
card until you say to do so. Lead them to turn over their card and tell them they have one minute to attempt
the tasks. At the end of one minute, ask if anyone was able to perform their task. Ask: “Why were you not
able to do the task on your card?”
Say: “The tasks printed on your cards were all humanly impossible. Another impossibility is for God to
be in the presence of sin. Today, we are going to study how sin entered the human race and how we
are all sinners, as a result. Because of this, we are not able to be in God’s presence. This sin caused
separation between us and God. But, hold on. There is good news!”
Option for Older Students
Display the bowl of water, clear jar, and bottle of oil. Ask for two volunteers to come to the front of the
room. Instruct one to pour water into the jar, about ¾ full. Once this is done, instruct the second student to
pour a small amount of oil into the jar of water. Gently swirl the mixture in the jar. Ask students to share any
observations they make. Point out that the oil and water do not mix. Ask the volunteers to be seated.
Display two magnets. Call on two different volunteers to come forward. Give each student a magnet.
Explain that each magnet has a north pole and south pole and that opposite poles will attract each other
while like poles will repel each other. Invite the students to see if they can find the like poles and then the
different poles. Once they have found the different poles that result in repelling each other, challenge
them to try as hard as they can to make the two opposing poles attract. When they have tried a few times,
conclude that this is simply impossible. Ask volunteers to have a seat.
Say: “Mixing oil and water and making magnet opposing poles attract are both impossible. Another
impossibility is for God to be in the presence of sin. Today, we are going to study how sin entered
the human race and how we are all sinners, as a result. Because of this, we are not able to be in God’s
presence. This sin caused separation between us and God. But, hold on. There is good news!”
Display a broken pot. Say: “Today’s theme is ‘broken.’ Because of sin, we and the world in which we live
are broken. Let’s take a closer look at this now.”
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Impart
Distribute extra Bibles to students who do not have one
or instruct those with a Bible to share with someone
who does not have a Bible. Lead students to turn to
page 21 in their Camp Guide.
Pray that God would help us to hear the truths He
wants to impart to us today and then know how to
apply those truths.

Study (15 minutes)
1. We departed from God’s design by seeking our
own desires. (Genesis 3:1-6; Romans 1:25; Romans 3:23)
Point to the Truths Poster and read aloud the first
statement. Direct students to open their Bibles and
invite one student to read aloud Genesis 3:1-6:
1 Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the wild
animals that the LORD God had made. He said to the
woman, “Did God really say, ‘You can’t eat from any
tree in the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit from the trees in the garden.
3 But about the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden, God said, ‘You must not eat it or touch it, or
you will die.’” 4 “No! You will not die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “In fact, God knows that when you
eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 The woman saw that the
tree was good for food and delightful to look at, and that it was desirable for obtaining wisdom. So she took
some of its fruit and ate it; she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.
Ask:

• Who is the serpent? (The devil)
• How is the serpent described in verse 1? (Cunning) What does this mean? (deceptive, tricky)
• What did the serpent do? (He convinced the woman to do what God had forbidden her to do. He
made eating of the fruit look desirable.)
• How did the serpent distort the truth? (He lied to the woman and told her that she would not
die.)
• How did the woman respond? (She ate of the fruit and convinced Adam to do the same.)

Say: “Through this one decision made by Adam and Eve, sin entered the world.”
Point students to page 21 in their Camp Guide to write their own definition of sin. Allow a few students to
share what they wrote. (Disobedience; seeking our own desires; departing from God’s design)
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Impart
Say: “Satan made sin look desirable. He pointed out that by eating the fruit, Eve would be like God,
knowing good and evil. Even today, Satan makes sin look desirable.”
Lead students to form four small groups based on their birth month: Jan-March, April-June, July-September,
October-December. Give each group a sin from this list and instruct them to discuss how Satan makes the
sin look desirable and what the true outcome can be:
Younger Students:			
• Gossiping
• Being mean and bullying others
• Constantly lying to your parents
• Cheating on a final exam

Older Students:
• Watching pornography
• Getting drunk with friends
• Engaging in sex outside of marriage
• Overeating on a consistent basis

Call on a couple of groups to share.
Share: Satan caused Eve to question the word of God and sowed seeds of doubt in her mind. Likewise,
he causes us to doubt what God has done for us and distorts His image. Everything that sin offers us is a
distortion or misuse of something we already have claim to in God.
Play a game of Mad Lib® as a group. In case some students are not aware of Mad Lib, share this info about
them: A Mad Lib is an interactive story that has missing words. When prompted, you insert a specific type of
word. Once all words are added, the story is complete and usually quite funny.
Call out the different words needed to fill in the blanks of the story. Once you have gotten responses for all
blanks, ask a student volunteer to read aloud the story.
						MAD LIB STORY
A NOUN on a ADJECTIVE stretch of highway was caused by a NOUN of NOUNs on the loose. The NOUNs
were captured by ADJECTIVE citizens by the time troopers arrived, and had been VERB to a NOUN .
Troopers say it took NUMBER NOUN for the bystanders to VERB the NOUNs, but traffic remained backed
up for about NUMBER NOUN. People were VERBing slowly because they wanted to VERB the NOUNs who
were ADJECTIVE and ADJECTIVE .
Ask: “Does this story make sense the way we completed it?”
Say: “This was based on a true story, but we distorted it and departed from its true version. This
activity shows how when we are left to our own devices and to make decisions without the Truth that
God sees, we are left with a distorted storyline.”
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Impart
Now, read aloud the actual, true story.
A traffic jam on a busy stretch of highway was caused by a pair of goats on the loose. The goats were
captured by concerned citizens by the time troopers arrived, and had been tied to a guardrail. Troopers say
it took 15 minutes for the bystanders to catch the goats, but traffic remained backed up for about 1 mile.
People were driving slowly because they wanted to see the goats who were friendly and cute.
Ask a student to read aloud Romans 1:25: “They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped
and served what has been created instead of the Creator, who is praised forever. Amen.”
Play Two Truths and a Lie. Take a volunteer. Share two things about yourself that are true and one that is
not true, without revealing which on is not true. Ask students to vote on which statement is not true. Lead
the other student to share two things that are true about himself and one that is not true, without revealing
which one is not true. Ask students to vote on which statement is not true.
Say: “Romans 1:25 tells us that we sometimes exchange the truth of God for a lie from Satan. Point
back to verse Genesis 3:1 where the serpent asked: ‘Did God really say . . .?’”
Share: Satan didn’t flat out lie. He distorted the truth to make Eve doubt. He targeted Eve instead of Adam.
Adam received the command directly from God, and there was no room to question what he was told. We
can assume Eve was then told the command by Adam after she was created. This allowed room for human
error or interpretation since she didn’t hear it straight from the source. Genesis 2:16-17 is God’s command
to Adam and Genesis 3:3 is the version of the command that Eve explains to the serpent. She adds “. . . and
you must not touch it . . . .”
Say: “All of sin comes down to believing a lie over God’s truth. When we sin, we are believing our way
is better than God’s.” Ask students to consider this question: “How have you distorted the truth?”
Share: The second part of Romans 1:25 reads that the people worshiped what was created instead of the
Creator. One of the Ten Commandments addresses idolatry, saying we are to have no other gods before
God. Ask rhetorically: What do you worship and serve? Perhaps you immediately thought that you do not
have idols. But, think more like this: What is always on your mind? Takes up your time? Here is an example:
Sports is not bad in and of itself, just like the tree in the garden; however, when it consumes your time and
takes you away from God, it is bad.
Point to and read aloud this quote: “Sin always promises to provide something that we already have in
Christ.” – Brian Owen, FUGE Camps pastor and church planter in Boston.
Instruct the group, as a whole, to look for things that the entire group has in common such as wearing tennis
shoes, wearing a name tag, wearing clothes, have hands and feet, live in the US, and so forth.
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Impart
Say: “Just like we all have these things in common, we also have the commonality of sin.”
Invite another student to read aloud Romans 3:23: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God.”
Say: “We are all sinful. No one can escape sin. No one is perfect. We are broken and live in a broken
world.”

Study (15 minutes)
2. Our sin left us broken, leading to death. (Romans 5:12; Proverbs 14:12; Genesis 3:7)
Refer to the Truths Poster and read aloud the second truth. Ask three volunteers to read aloud the following
verses as you call on them:
“Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, in this way death
spread to all people, because all sinned” (Romans 5:12).
Say: “Sin separated us from God and left us broken, leading to death. A difference exists between Sin
and sin. Sin with a capital letter S represents our sinful nature that entered humanity through Adam
and caused a broken relationship with God (point back to the Genesis 3:1-6 passage). Smaller case
‘sin’ refers to the sins we commit every day that widen the distance between us and God.”
“There is a way that seems right to a person, but its end is the way to death” (Proverbs 14:12).
Say: “This verse addresses following our own way versus God’s way. So many times, we want to do
things our own way and follow our own path. What are some possible results when we do this?”
“Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew they were naked; so they sewed fig
leaves together and made coverings for themselves” (Genesis 3:7).
Say: “In Genesis 3:7, Adam and Eve realized they were not wearing clothes for the first time and were
ashamed. They knew they sinned and did wrong. They felt this for first time.”
Invite students to discuss the following with their group:
• How do you feel after you have done something wrong?
• Do you immediately know it? Or, have you become so into your sin that you no longer even
realize it?

ROMANS 6:23

SUMMER 2019

28

DAY  2:

Broken

Main Point: Our sin left us broken and separated from God, in need of a Savior. God sent His Son to rescue us through His death for our sin

Impart
• What is your first instinct?
		
1. Fix it
		
2. Hide it
		
3. Blame it on someone else
		
4. Hope you don’t get caught
		
5. Justify it and make it sound 		
		
reasonable and excusable
• What is the “biggest” consequence of your
actions?

		
		

Allow some time for large group discussion. Point to
the secret message poster that you displayed on a
focal wall before class. Ask students what they see. Say:
“Let’s see what’s revealed to us.” With a brush and
watercolor paints, paint over the paper to reveal the
following message: BROKEN . . . IN NEED OF RESCUE
Say: “Adam and Eve’s sin was revealed to them
when they felt shame for the first time and realized
they were naked. They brought brokenness into the
world. As a result, we need to be rescued.”
Point students to page 22 of their Camp Guide. Invite students to pray and ask God to reveal their sins and
lead them to then make note of those revealed.

Study (15 minutes)
3. Jesus came to rescue us from our sin and brokenness. (Romans 6:23; John 3:16)
Refer to the Truths Poster and read aloud the third truth.
Divide each of the four groups into two groups. Give each a rescue scenario to discuss and develop a rescue
plan. After a couple of minutes, allow groups to share as you have time.
Rescue scenarios:
• You are stranded on a deserted island.
• You are trapped in a burning building.
• You are in a boat on a large body of water when a storm blows up.
• You are stalled in your car on a highway in a bad snow storm.
• You are flying in a small plane when an engine malfunction happens.
• You are in your house when flood waters rise quickly.
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• Your car runs out of gas a long distance
from a gas station.
• You are lost in a cave.

		

Allow one or two groups to share their rescue plan,
as time allows. Then, call on a student to read aloud
Romans 6:23: “For the wages of sin is death, but the
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Say: “In each of the rescue scenarios discussed, you
did not do anything to contribute to a rescue. It
was done for you. Because of our sin, we deserve
death. But, God rescued us from sin and death by
sending Jesus to die on the cross for us.”
Display the gift bag. Ask a few students to share their
best gift ever. Point to the gift and ask: “What good is
a gift if you do not accept it and open it?”
Say: “Jesus has done all the work. We do nothing to
earn our salvation. It’s a gift. We just need to be OK
with being rescued and accept Jesus as our Rescuer.”
Lead students to turn to page 22 in their Camp Guide and read John 3:16 in unison: “For God loved the
world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish
but have eternal life.”
Explain that this one verse is the gospel in a nutshell. Remind students that when they have an opportunity
to share about Jesus, this is a great verse to use.
Lead students to go back to John 3:16 in their Student Book and mark through the word “world” and write
their name over it.
Ask: “What if God gave Jesus to cover the sins of just those with blonde hair or those who were 6 feet
tall or who had a certain IQ?” Say: “This free gift of salvation is for everyone. That’s great news!!”
Hold the unbroken clay pot. Tell students that this is a representation of Christ’s work in our lives, taking us
from broken to whole again in Him.
Say: “Today’s name for God is Jehovah-rophe.” [Point to the Names of God poster.] “This name means
‘Jehovah heals.’ God alone provides the remedy for all mankind’s brokenness through His Son, Jesus
Christ.” Instruct students to say today’s name for God with you in unison several times.

ROMANS 6:23

SUMMER 2019

30

DAY  2:

Broken

Main Point: Our sin left us broken and separated from God, in need of a Savior. God sent His Son to rescue us through His death for our sin

Impact
Reflect (10 minutes)
Note: Before class, set these up as stations and divide your group into three smaller teams, assigning each
team one of these as a starting point. Then, allow students to rotate around the three at their own pace.

Christ
You are broken and in need of a Savior. This is represented by the broken pot. It’s only through Christ that
you are made whole again and can have a relationship with God. The new, whole pot represents what Christ
can do within us. Ponder this question: “Are you in a place of brokenness or have you allowed yourself
to be rescued?” If you have not made a decision to follow Christ, please talk to your group leader or an
adult from your group about it.

Community
• Do you have friends who push you toward darkness and away from God? If so, what actions do you
need to take to make this situation different?
• Do you have friends who can help keep you out of darkness and hold you accountable to the
struggles in your life? If so, thank God for these fellow believers who challenge and encourage you
in your faith walk.
• Is there someone who needs your help and accountability? Jot this person’s name below and reach
out to him or her as soon as you can.

Culture
Use the markers to write the answers to these questions on the paper on the wall.
• What evidences do you see of a broken world? How do we respond? How should we 		
respond?
• What do we buy into that culture is feeding us? How do we look different? What brokenness
are we adopting from culture?
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Key Verse Activity (5 mins)
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans
6:23).
Cover the Key Verse Poster before this activity. Form two teams. Give each a gift bag. Invite groups to open
the gift to find index cards with the words from this verse. Challenge groups to work together to place the
cards in the correct order of the verse. Make this a race to see which team can complete the task first. Once
both teams have gotten this done, direct them to repeat the verse several times, starting at a whisper and
getting louder each time.

Prayer
Lead in prayer: “God, we acknowledge that we are all sinners in need of a Savior. Thanks for providing
a sacrifice for our sins in Your Son, Jesus. Help us to make a difference in this broken world.”
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Genesis 3:1-7
SUPPORTING IDEA: Temptation occurs when Eve questions the word and the character of God.
3:1-4. A serpent is introduced both as a created being and as one who spoke against the revelation of
God. He is said to be more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. The word crafty
indicates that this creature was subtle in its actions. One might ask why Eve was not disturbed by an animal
who spoke to her. But everything was new to her. Perhaps before the alienation that would come with the
fall, mankind and animals could communicate. While the serpent is not identified here as Satan, he spoke
against the word of God. Later revelation referred to “that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan” (Rev.
12:9; cp. Rev. 20:2; Rom. 16:20), which shows a close connection between this serpent and Satan.
The serpent caused Eve to question the word of God. He planted doubt in her mind when he asked, “Did
God really say, ‘You can’t eat from any tree in the garden?’” (Genesis 3:1, CSB) What God had said to the
man was, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil ,for on the day you eat of it you will certainly die” (Gen. 2:16-17, CSB). Notice
how the Evil One, through the serpent, focused on the negative, the prohibition, rather than on the
generosity of God. The serpent did not dare suggest that perhaps if God had withheld this tree from
humanity, it was not needed by humans. God’s prohibition was really His line of protection.
Notice too that the Evil One through the serpent addressed the woman and not the man. It was the man
to whom God had originally given His revelation about the food that they were to eat (Gen. 2:16-17).
Apparently Adam had passed on to Eve what God had declared to him before she was created. It may be
that the Evil One knew that stipulations given through someone else might be easier to ignore or disobey
than that received as a direct revelation from God.
Eve’s response shows that the Evil One succeeded in getting her to question the word of God or at least
to get her phrasing it in such a way that it didn’t seem so restrictive. Her response reveals a number of subtle
shifts in thought. First, she disparaged her privileges. God said, “You are free to eat from any tree.” But Eve
said, “We may eat fruit from the trees.” God just didn’t seem as generous in Eve’s phraseology.
Second, she overstated the restrictions. God said, “You must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil.” But Eve said, “You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and
you must not touch it.”
Third, Eve underrated her obligations. God said, “For when you eat of it you will surely die” (emphasis
added) while she merely stated, “Or you will die.”
Eve would come to understand that God’s word is not just generally true; it’s absolutely and precisely true.
God says what He means—and He means what He says. This understanding of the absolute authority of
God’s word is necessary for mankind to acknowledge so he might respond in a God-honoring manner.
Satan’s response to Eve’s somewhat less-than-accurate understanding of God’s word was to deny that
God’s word was true: You will not surely die. This contradicted God’s revealed word to Adam. The very first
doctrine in Scripture that Satan denied is that sin results in death (or to put it another way, Satan declared
that God would not punish sin). If he could have God’s created human beings believing this, then sinning
would not seem too serious.
3:5. In this verse the Evil One questioned the goodness of God when he declared, God knows that when
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil. Satan had already
hinted that God must not be good if He had restricted mankind in any way. His next attack was consistent
with what he had already implied. God reveals His character through His Word. When the serpent
questioned God’s word, he questioned God’s goodness. When he questioned God’s goodness, he
questioned God’s word.
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The serpent was not totally lying. There was a half-truth here, which was acknowledged by God in verse
22. They would gain an insight that they did not presently have, but what the Evil One didn’t explain was
that this insight would come at a high price. His teaching contradicted the main points of Genesis 1 and 2—
that God has provided what is good for man. God’s true motives and actions were in the interest of man, but
Satan implied it was God’s welfare at man’s expense.
SUPPORTING IDEA: Humanity makes the worst decision in the history of the world.
3:6. Notice the threefold temptation experienced by Eve: When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree
was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.
Eve allowed her God-given desires to be wrongly satisfied. This threefold temptation is similar to the various
means of temptation detailed in 1 John 2:16: “For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the
lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world.”
The difference is that Eve did not have a sinful nature within her. These appetites that Eve had were before
sin entered the world. They were hers as a created being.
These desires—to satisfy herself with food, to appreciate the beauty of the fruit, and to gain knowledge
and wisdom—were all legitimate and God-given and could be satisfied in a God-ordained manner. The
problem for Eve, however, was in how these desires would be fulfilled. No doubt there was a lot of fruit she
could eat, lots of beauty to appreciate, and much about which she could learn and gain wisdom. There was a
whole new world for her to explore and master.
Ignorance, disregard, or deception about God’s word makes a person vulnerable to temptation. Psalm
119:11 declares, “I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.”
Failure to appreciate God’s goodness leads to distrust of His goodness. Distrust leads to dissatisfaction
and finally to disobedience. God’s prohibitions as well as His provisions are for our good. But mankind wants
to be independent, to go his own way, to be subject to no one. God has always asked people to believe and
trust His word. God has always asked people to believe that He is sovereign and good. His desire is that we
trust Him so we will live abundantly (John 10:10; 17:3). God has always asked people to believe that true
satisfaction comes by obeying Him and respecting His prohibitions—to live by faith, not by sight.”
Not only did Eve eat, but her partner participated in the sin as well: She also gave some to her husband,
who was with her, and he ate it. Sinners have a way of involving others and then validating one another in
their sinning. Romans 1:32 says, “Although they [sinners] know God’s righteous decree that those who do
such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who
practice them.” Adam was not deceived (1 Tim. 2:14); he sinned with understanding.
It is important to understand that it was not when Eve sinned but when Adam sinned that the entire
human race fell. Eve had not been created independently but was made from Adam. Adam had been
created first, and from him came the whole human race, including Eve. The apostle Paul makes it clear in
Romans that everyone born into the human race will be a sinner, for it was as head of the human race that
Adam sinned. All participate in this “original sin.” Romans 5:12 declares, “Just as sin entered the world
through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned.”
SUPPORTING IDEA: When Adam and Eve sinned, it affected not only their relationship with God but also
their relationship with each other and with the rest of creation.
3:7. As a result of their sin, Adam and Eve felt shame about their physical bodies. Before the fall, Genesis
2:25 declared, “The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.” But now they were no
longer virtuous. They had a new awareness of themselves and of each other; they now knew that their
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bodies could be viewed and used with evil lusting. They sensed a need for concealment: They sewed fig
leaves together and made coverings for themselves. They tried to change these conditions by their own
effort. But these leaves from the fig tree were neither long-lasting nor effective.
Proverbs 14:12
SUPPORTING IDEA: We instinctively assume that we can figure out how to handle the issues of life, but we
eventually discover that we must trust the Lord rather than our own resources.
14:12. This verse pictures a person standing at the beginning of a path that seems to be level and
straight. Right sometimes means “upright,” as in Proverbs 14:11; the path may seem to be morally legitimate
to the person. But our vision is too limited to foresee the end—a death trap. Here is a graphic reminder of
the limits of human foresight.
Romans 1:25
SUPPORTING IDEA: Because immorality springs from idolatry, a holy God is justified in revealing His wrath
against the unholy practices of the human race.
1:24-27. Some commentators make much of the threefold occurrence of God gave them over (vv.
24,26,28) to construct a three-part outline of the remainder of Romans 1. However, this seems forced in
light of the clear unity of verses 24-27 and its topic of sexual immorality compared against the catalog
of additional sins in verses 28-32. Therefore, rather than listing three distinct ways or reasons by which
God gave them over, it is more natural to see the first two occurrences (vv. 24,26) as being repetitive for
emphasis, with the final “giving over” standing by itself as indicative of a different category.
Both in the present verses, and in verses 28-32, it is important to understand what it means that God
gave them over. First, note the causality indicated in both verses 24 and 26. Verse 24 begins with Therefore
( dio) and verse 26 with Because of this ( dia touto). Verse 24 follows Paul’s statement that human beings
have exchanged the glory of God for the “glory” of created beings, and verse 26 follows his assertion that
the truth of God has been exchanged for a lie.
Rather than fine-tuning the differences between these two exchanges and their resulting, respective
retributions, a more general conclusion is acceptable: humankind has, as an act of the will, chosen to replace
the glory of God and the truth of God with lies that justify idol worship and unbridled moral license. As a
result of these choices, God has given the human race over to the pursuit of a life based on idol worship
(whether outright or subtle) and philosophies built on their own moral and speculative preferences.
When God “gives them over,” is it passive or active? That is, does He merely step out of people’s way
and allow them to pursue those things which depravity dictates (“He [God] ceased to hold the boat as it
was dragged by the current of the river” [Frederick Godet, in loc., cited by Moo, p. 111]), or does He take
an active role in moving them deeper into a downward cycle of sin “like a judge who hands over a prisoner
to the punishment his crime has earned”? (Moo, p. 111). Certainly, both the human and divine elements are
present in Scripture.
In the Old Testament, God handed over Israel’s enemies to her for their intentional destruction (Exod.
23:31; Deut. 7:23-24) and reversed the situation at other times by handing over Israel to her enemies (Lev.
26:25; Josh. 7:7; Judg. 2:14; 6:1,13). These military examples are particularly instructive since God’s passively
stepping out of the way and allowing war to take its inevitable result might or might not have accomplished
His will or purpose. In fact, examples exist of the exact opposite of what one might have expected to
happen militarily. In these cases, the active “giving over” of God is the only explanation (see, for example,
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the defeat of 185,000 Assyrians [2 Kgs. 19:35], and the victory of Ai over Israel [Josh. 7:3-5]). The case of Job
being given into the hands of Satan is another example of God’s active involvement (though in this case not
for purposes of retribution; Job 1:12; 2:6).
Another clear picture arises from Paul’s use of the same word (paradidomi) that he uses in Romans 1. In 1
Corinthians 5:5, Paul decides that a believer in the church at Corinth needs to be delivered over to Satan “so
that the sinful nature may be destroyed and his spirit saved on the day of the Lord.” This involved not a
passive standing aside by Paul and the leaders of the church (allowing the man to remain a part of the
fellowship), but the action of expelling him from the fellowship, delivering him to the realm of the devil. In
the closest parallel found to Paul’s words in Romans 1, Ephesians 4:17-19 discusses Gentiles who have arrived
at the same depraved state as Paul describes in Romans. But in Ephesians, he says that they “have given
themselves over to sensuality” ( paradidomi, Eph. 4:19), which certainly involves active, not passive choices
on their parts.
It is best to conclude that God takes an active involvement in giving people over to the desires of their
hearts. Certainly they are responsible for their choices, and in some sense God may be viewed as allowing
sin to take its normal course. But in the end, God’s giving those who bear His image over to sin is an active
process on His part, whether for reform or for retribution or both. As has been well stated, “the punishment
of sin is sin.”
And to what did God give them over? To sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one
another. Note that the giving over was in the context of the sinful desires of their hearts. The sin was
present in the heart before it was manifested in the body. Paul’s reference in verse 24 is a general statement
of sexual immorality that resulted from idolatry, amplified in verse 26. One of the most shocking discoveries
of modern archaeology has been the evidence of unbridled immorality associated with pagan worship
practices. In any culture, the character of worshipers is a good indicator of the character of the worshiped.
When gods are created with connections to sexual activity (such as fertility gods and goddesses), then
sexual activity by worshipers is what is deemed necessary to placate the god. In general, Paul says, idolatry
will ultimately lead to immorality.
But then Paul moves to the most graphic evidence of the complete inversion of the spiritual and therefore
moral compass of the human species. It is not just sexual immorality to which God has given them over, it is
sexual inversion and perversion. Homosexuality was rampant in the Roman Empire (fourteen of the first
fifteen emperors practiced homosexuality; Hughes, Romans, p. 44), and represented perhaps the greatest
offense to Jewish sensibilities. As Jewish and Gentile believers in the church in Rome looked around their
society, they would have seen homosexuality practiced and encouraged at every turn.
It seems that Paul has chosen homosexuality as the nadir of sinful expression because of its complete
reversal of God’s natural order. Some forms of sexual immorality (perhaps that referred to in v. 24?) at least
falls within the natural order of male-female relations. But homosexuality (vv. 26-27) so totally moves out of
the realm of what is natural that it indicates a total throwing off of the revealed will and design of God. It is
as if those practicing it have said, “There is no order, reason, or logic associated with anything. We are free
to experiment and create at will. We have become as gods, creating new orders and practices of our own.”
Homosexuality, while perhaps not the most hurtful of sins (as say, compared to murder), is certainly the
ultimate in arrogance and sinful rebellion against the order of God. It is frightful to consider what happened
to the Roman Empire after reaching a point of immorality, which championed homosexuality (not tolerated,
but championed), and then to look at modern cultures which have devolved to a similar place morally.
Paul’s last words in verse 27— received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion—are the
most frightful of all. What is the penalty? Is that penalty delivered culturally as well as individually? How
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many innocents suffer as a result of the error of others? And yet the penalty of homosexuality is not
inevitable. Paul says that practicing homosexuals (along with some others) will not inherit the kingdom of
God, but former homosexuals can (1 Cor. 6:9-11). When homosexuals, or any other person, are washed,
sanctified, and justified “in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God” (v. 11), then they
are freed, at least eternally, from the penalty for their perversion.
Romans 3:23
SUPPORTING IDEA: Because all have sinned, all can be justified freely by God’s grace through Jesus Christ.
3:23. Note Paul’s declaration, For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. The English bishop,
Handley Moule, perhaps has put Paul’s words in the most telling way of all: “The harlot, the liar, the
murderer, are short of [God’s glory]; but so are you. Perhaps they stand at the bottom of a mine, and you on
the crest of an Alp; but you are as little able to touch the stars as they” (Stott, p. 109). The great deception,
of course, comes when those on the Alps fail to see that their microcosmic advantage over their fellows in
degrees of behavior removes their feet not an inch from the corrupt moral ground that they, and the worst
sinner, stand on together.
Failure in a moral sense is the cause for righteousness having to come from God, according to Paul here.
Jews and Gentiles have “all sinned” (aorist tense; a snapshot in time of the condition of the human race) and
continue to fall short (present tense; a moving picture, a film, a video showing the continual failure of man
to reflect the glory of God). When Paul says here that all have sinned ( pantes. . . hemarton), he uses the
same Greek words as he does in 5:12 when discussing the entrance of sin into the world through Adam, the
father of the human race: “all sinned” ( pantes hemarton).
To separate the two aorist phrases (both describe conditions), think of the 3:23 all have sinned as an
“Activity Aorist” and the 5:12 “all sinned” as an “Adamic Aorist” (these are not in your Greek grammar!). In
light of Paul’s present tense fall short in 3:23, and in light of his just-concluded recitations of the actual sins
of Jews and Gentiles, it seems that the all have sinned in 3:23 is a picture of mankind’s sinful characteristics.
The 5:12 “all sinned,” on the other hand, seems to be a picture of mankind’s inherited character as a sinner.
In other words, by 5:12 Paul will have said that as descendants of Adam, mankind is a sinner and proves it by
sinning. All of which causes him to fall short of the glory of God.
The concept of “falling short” of the glory of God is a good description of our modern Western cultures.
The verb ( hustereo) has root meanings of “come late,” “be behind,” “come short,” deriving from the adverb
for “latter” or “later.” In other words, the image here is not one of absence, but one of always being behind.
For the schedule-driven and time-warped modern, it is not difficult to conceive of what it means to
constantly “be behind” in life’s activities. We are in the race; we just do not ever win.
This image suggests something of what it means to fall short of the glory of God. Regardless of what we
do we never seem to catch up to the glory of God; we are always behind. Meaning, because of our sin
(“Adamic Aorist”), our sins (“Activity Aorist”) constantly cause smudges to appear where glory should shine
through. God’s image, to be continually reflected in the earth through the creatures that bear its glory, is
defaced and marred. Try as we might—good works, noble thoughts, kind gestures—we might as well, as
Bishop Moule put it, be standing in the Alps trying to touch a star. We will always fall short. (On the glory of
God in man see Gen. 1:26-28; Ps. 8:5-6; Isa. 43:7; Rom. 8:29; 1 Cor. 11:7; Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10; Heb. 2:5-9; 1
John 3:2.)
It is the all of verse 23 that levels the playing field of the gospel. Since all have sinned, then all need
justification. And since all need justification, all can have it—but only one way: through faith in Jesus
Christ. John Wesley summarized well Paul’s words up to this point: “Ye are saved (to comprise all in one
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word) from sin. This is the salvation which is through faith. This is that great salvation foretold by the angel,
before God brought his first-begotten into the world: ‘Thou shall call his name Jesus, for he shall save his
people from their sins.’ And neither here, nor in other parts of Holy Writ, is there any limitation or restriction.
All his people, or as it is elsewhere expressed, ‘all that believe in him,’ he will save from all their sins; from
original and actual, past and present sin, ‘of the flesh and of the spirit.’ Through faith that is in him, they are
saved both from the guilt and from the power of it” (Heritage, p. 201).
Romans 5:12
SUPPORTING IDEA: Peace with God for the human race was lost when the first man, Adam, lost his
relationship with God through disobedience.
5:12. This is the key verse in the whole section, especially the phrase because all sinned. Paul seemed to
anticipate the centuries of dialogue and debate—even disagreement—that would take place over his words
because all sinned. It is following these words that he breaks off his sentence and pens verses 12-17 to offer
the needed supporting materials.
Paul clearly says that sin entered the world through one man, meaning Adam. Genesis 3 demonstrates
Adam’s leadership (not Eve’s; cf. Luke 3:38; 1 Cor. 11:3; 1 Tim. 2:13) and fatherhood of—and thus
responsibility for—the human family. Death came through sin— again, clear from Genesis. In chapter 3,
Adam died spiritually, and in Genesis 5:5 he died physically. It is the spreading of death through sin, and
death spreading to all men, because all sinned, that is difficult. But the point is made here by Paul that
when Adam sinned, he lost peace with God. Somehow, that sin spread to all people descended from Adam
since all sinned, which means that everyone in the human race lost their peace with God as well.
Romans 6:23
SUPPORTING IDEA: The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life.
6:20-23. In the last four verses of this chapter, Paul asks the believers in Rome to think about the quality
and direction of their lives before coming to know Christ and their lives since. Compare, if you will, the
benefits of each. Never one to sugarcoat or beat around the proverbial bush, Paul asks them (and us)
directly: What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? The
“benefit” of being slaves to sin . . . free from the control of righteousness, was death! Because “no
one can serve two masters” (Matt. 6:24), when they were slaves to sin, they could not be controlled by
righteousness—and sin results in death (v. 23).
Conversely, when they died to sin and became slaves to God, they would be free from the control of
sin— and righteousness leads to eternal life. Because sin is deceptive, and because it is the “old self” (the
former way of life; v. 6) that has died, not the “body of sin” (the capacity to sin; v. 6), the Christian has to be
exhorted to remember to what he or she has died (sin) and to what he or she now lives (righteousness).
In today’s modern world of materialism, even mature believers can be tempted to think there are benefits
in the life of slavery to sin. Asaph, the ancient psalmist, warned the faithful of Israel about the deception of
sin and wickedness, and its ultimate end— destruction (death; Ps. 73:18-19). But at any given moment, the
wicked appear prosperous, to have no struggles, to be healthy and strong, and to be “free from the burdens
common to man; they are not plagued by human ills” (Ps. 73:5). So what if they are a tad prideful and
arrogant? They are carefree and continue to increase in wealth (see Ps. 73:3-12).
It was not until the psalmist “entered the sanctuary of God” that he “understood their final destiny” (Ps.
73:17). Whereas their end was destruction, the psalmist realized in God’s presence that his end was to be
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with God forever— eternal life: “Yet I am always with you; you hold me by my right hand. You guide me with
your counsel, and afterward you will take me into glory . . . God is the strength of my heart and my portion
forever” (Ps. 73:23-26).
It would be difficult to find a better passage of Scripture to illustrate the truth of Paul’s concluding verse to
the first six chapters of Romans: For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord. We have earned death as our wages as Adam’s children; we have received as a gift of God’s
grace the privilege of being rescued from solidarity with the first Adam to solidarity with the second Adam.
He died; we died. He was raised; we were raised. He lives to God; we live to God. He will live forever; we will
live forever with him.
John 3:16
SUPPORTING IDEA: The deepening and growing experience of imperishable life is given to whomever
believes in him. God’s wonderful gift cannot be earned or inherited.
3:16. Is there a verse anywhere in the Bible more well-known and loved than this one? How poignantly it
states that eternal life comes not because of anything we do. Salvation comes as a free gift when we believe
what God has said. For almost two thousand years people have been adding to the gospel, but the truth still
rings clear today—whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. Nicodemus had superb
religious training but very little spiritual insight. He could not grasp Jesus’ statement that a person must be
born from above to experience eternal life.
Four times in three verses (vv. 16-18) Jesus uses variations of the word believe, perhaps the most important
keyword in John’s Gospel. The Son of God classified the entire human race into two groups—those who
believe and are not condemned, and those who do not believe and are condemned already.
The gospel begins with God’s love, penetrates through the cross and the empty tomb, and results in
eternal life for those who believe. Morris declared, “In typical Johannine fashion, ‘gave’ is used in two
sentences. God gave the Son by sending Him into the world, but God also gave the Son on the cross.
Notice that the cross is not said to show us the love of the Son (as in Gal. 2:20), but that of the Father.
The atonement proceeds from the loving heart of God. It is not something wrung from Him. The Greek
construction puts some stress on the actuality of the gift: it is not ‘God loved so as to give,’ but ‘God loved
so that He gave’” (Morris, p. 229).
Nicodemus would have believed firmly that God loved Israel, but not much in Jewish theology allowed
for God to love the world. This is new revelation, the new covenant breadth of the gospel. Jesus had just
evoked one Old Testament image in the Pharisee’s mind (the snake in the desert), and now he touched on
another—the aged Abraham sacrificing his only son on the altar (Gen. 22:2).
We’ve already explored the word believe, so crucial to the message of the gospel and the record of John.
But two other words call for attention in this splendid verse. To describe God’s love for the world John chose
the verb agapao for the first time in his writings. He used it thirty-six times, more than twice as many as any
other book of the New Testament except his first epistle in which he used it thirty-one times. But the gospel
does not center in God’s love, but rather what he gave on the cross—the death of his Son. The Bible does
not allow us to merely acknowledge that Christ died for the world; saving faith requires a recognition that he
died for each of us individually.
The words one and only translate monogenes, which appears again in verse 18. John had already used it
in 1:14,18 and used it again in 1 John 4:9.

ROMANS 6:23

SUMMER 2019

39

DAY  2:

Broken

Main Point: Our sin left us broken and separated from God, in need of a Savior. God sent His Son to rescue us through His death for our sin

Commentary
The verb perish speaks of eternal death in contrast to eternal life. It represents the opposite of
preservation, since death is the opposite of life. Those who refuse God’s gift are alienated from Him without
hope for both the present and the future. A person need not sin blatantly to perish. One may simply fail
to act positively in receiving God’s gift. When applied to Judas in John 17:12, we learn that the one who
perished was the son of perdition, or in the NIV, the one “doomed to destruction,” a play on the word
apoleo.
A word needs to be said here about the section that includes verses 16-18. If we take these verses
separately in our study, they form a single unit of thought in the text and each verse depends upon the
others (though many who could quote verse 16 would not be able to recite verses 17-18 with equal accuracy).
Verse 16 tells us that God gave His Son, verse 17 explains why, and verse 18 emphasizes the result.
Yet another point requires mention here. Red-letter editions of the Bible identify Jesus speaking
throughout this chapter in response to Nicodemus. However, many scholars believe that the Lord’s words
end at the end of verse 15 and that verses 16-21 represent the words of John. As Tasker puts it, “It is a
reasonable assumption that verses 16 to 21 are not part of Jesus’ words to Nicodemus, but comments by
the evangelist, as Jesus in speaking of the first Person of the Trinity refers to him as ‘Father’ not as ‘God’”
(Tasker, p. 69).
In Tenney’s view, “The words may be the author’s condensation of Jesus’ utterance, but were doubtless
based on what He said on this occasion. Possibly he was present at the interview, though he was not
mentioned as being included in it” (Tenney, The Gospel of John, p. 89)
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Main Point: Jesus is the only One who can rescue us from our brokenness. We must turn to Him for forgiveness to receive new life.

Intro
Overview
Simply hearing the good news is not enough. We must
admit that we are broken and that we cannot fix it on
our own; we need to be rescued. We must ask God to
forgive us, turning from sin to trust only in Jesus. By
believing, we receive new life through Jesus, and God
turns our lives in a new direction.

Main Point
Jesus is the only One who can rescue us from our
brokenness. We must turn to Him for forgiveness to
receive new life.

What do I do with this?
What is to be our response to the gospel?
What is repentance?
What takes place when we repent?
What does believing in Christ mean?

Scripture
“Therefore repent and turn back, so that your sins may be wiped out” (Acts 3:19).
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Main Point: Jesus is the only One who can rescue us from our brokenness. We must turn to Him for forgiveness to receive new life.

Intro
Gather These Supplies
• Cell phone for GPS
• Sheets of paper
• Index cards
• Markers
• White board with dry erase
marker and eraser

•
•
•
•
•

Railroad spike
Backpack
Several objects or tools
Sticky notes
Pens

• Bottle of fragrance or 		
rollon— gender neutral and
hypoallergenic
• Extra Bibles
• Tape

Prepare Ahead of Time:
• Hang the Key Verse Poster, Truths Poster, and the Man, Sin and God Poster on a focal wall in the
classroom.
• Gather several objects or tools. Write different sins on sticky notes, enough so that each object has one.
Here are some examples: lying, cheating, gossip, saying mean things, allowing other things to take
precedence over God, and so forth. Place all of these objects in your empty backpack. [Optional: If you
have access to a scale, weigh the bag of objects so you can use the information for the activity later.]
• Print this acrostic on a poster board and hang on a wall in the classroom.
God’s
Riches
At
Christ’s
Expense
• Print these instructions on a sheet of white paper or butcher paper and hang each on a different wall. Then
add the items needed for each station.
Christ
(At this station you will need pens and the following printed instructions/questions.)
Close your eyes and think quietly about the last time you did something that you know was wrong.
Now, answer these questions:
• Did you admit what you had done and were you sorry?
• Did you ask God for forgiveness?
• Were there other people who got hurt because of what you did? Did you ask
them to forgive you?
• Have you been careful not to repeat the wrong?
Take a pen and print the word “Repent” on your thumb. Then, print the following on your fingers.
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Main Point: Jesus is the only One who can rescue us from our brokenness. We must turn to Him for forgiveness to receive new life.

Intro
Pointer finger—Admit/feel sorry
Middle finger—Ask forgiveness
Ring finger—Right the wrong
Little finger—Don’t repeat it
Community
(At this station you will need the following printed instructions/questions.)
When we accept Christ into our lives, we are to make a public profession of faith in front of the body 		
of believers (our church) and follow up with baptism. If you have not taken either of these steps, talk 		
to your youth pastor and plan to do so as soon as you return home from camp.
The next steps with the church are discipleship and growth as believers. Read through these 			
questions and ask God to show you where you can plug in so you can grow closer to Him.
• Are you an active part of your church’s youth group?
• Do you attend Bible study on a regular basis?
• Are you serving in some capacity with your church?
• Do you have someone to encourage you and help you in your faith journey?
Join with others from your youth group or other students and pray for your youth group and for your 		
personal growth.
Culture
(At this station you will need a bottle of fragarance and the following printed instructions/		
questions.)
Pick up the fragrance and spray a small mist on your wrist. Smell it. Consider that this smell is like the 		
fragrance of Christ. The world should be able to notice something different about the way we live our
lives.
• Now that you’ve been given new life, how can you join other believers to help people 			
recognize that they are sinners and that they have a need to turn?
• How are you being the fragrance of Christ and spreading the joy that you’ve been given?
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Main Point: Jesus is the only One who can rescue us from our brokenness. We must turn to Him for forgiveness to receive new life.

Engage
Getting Started (10 minutes)
Option for Younger Students
Instruct everyone to stand in a circle, facing into the circle. Lead students to turn 180 degrees if they agree
with or can identify with each statement you read. Do the first one as a practice run. Then, as you proceed,
get faster. For example, say: “If you have brown hair, turn.” You can use the following examples, or make
up more of your own. If you . . .
• Have brown hair
• Are wearing shorts
• Are a XXXX grader
• Play a sport
• Slept at least five hours last night
• Ate breakfast this morning
• Have your Bible with you
• Rode to camp in a bus
• Read at least two books this year
• Lost something at camp this week
Note: Add more of these, if time allows.
Say: “Most of you did lots of turning in this activity. Turn is a verb. It requires action on our part.
Today, we will take a look at repentance and how we must be willing to turn from our sin and
brokenness and turn to Christ and forgiveness.”
Option for Older Students
Ask students what they do when they are driving somewhere they have not been before. You want them to
respond with “use the GPS.” Pull up the GPS on your phone and/or ask a student(s) who has their phone to
do so.
Ask if anyone knows what GPS stands for (Global Positioning System). Ask: “Has anyone ever used a GPS
or seen anyone use one? When and for what? What does a GPS tell us?” (Where we are, where our
destination is, the best route to get there, if we make a wrong turn, etc.)
Share: The GPS gives us directions. It tells us what to do. If we make a wrong turn, the GPS reroutes us
or has us to make a U-turn. Today, we will talk about repentance and how we must be willing to turn from
our sin and brokenness and turn to Christ and forgiveness. Repentance is like a U-turn away from wrong
and toward God. Our actions are either for God or against Him. There is no middle ground. We must be
constantly aware so that we are not off-course. By turning, we do not immediately arrive at our destination
of becoming perfect. We are on a journey of becoming more like Christ. Along the way, we must look to
Him for direction and guidance and go where He leads.
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Main Point: Jesus is the only One who can rescue us from our brokenness. We must turn to Him for forgiveness to receive new life.

Impart
Distribute extra Bibles to students who do not have
one or instruct those with a Bible to share with others.
Guide students to turn to page 31 in their Camp Guide.

Pray that God would help us to hear the truths He
wants to impart to us today and then know how to
apply those truths.

Study (15 minutes)
1. We must recognize and admit our sin and know
that we have consequences.
Point to the Truths Poster and read aloud the first
statement. Guide students to open their Bibles, and
invite one to read aloud Genesis 3:8-24:
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the
LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the
evening breeze, and they hid from the LORD God
among the trees of the garden. 9 So the LORD God called out to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?” 10 And he said, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid.” 11 Then
he asked, “Who told you that you were naked? Did you eat from the tree that I commanded you not to eat
from?” 12 The man replied, “The woman you gave to be with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree,
and I ate.” 13 So the LORD God asked the woman, “What is this you have done?” And the woman said, “The
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the LORD God said to the serpent: Because you have done this, you
are cursed more than any livestock and more than any wild animal. You will move on your belly and eat dust
all the days of your life. 15 I will put hostility between you and the woman, and between your offspring and
her offspring. He will strike your head, and you will strike his heel. 16 He said to the woman: I will intensify
your labor pains; you will bear children with painful effort. Your desire will be for your husband, yet he will
rule over you. 17 And he said to the man, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about
which I commanded you, ‘Do not eat from it’: The ground is cursed because of you. You will eat from it by
means of painful labor all the days of your life. 18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will
eat the plants of the field. 19 You will eat bread by the sweat of your brow until you return to the ground,
since you were taken from it. For you are dust, and you will return to dust.” 20 The man named his wife Eve
because she was the mother of all the living. 21 The LORD God made clothing from skins for the man and
his wife, and he clothed them. 22 The LORD God said, “Since the man has become like one of us, knowing
good and evil, he must not reach out, take from the tree of life, eat, and live forever.” 23 So the LORD God
sent him away from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 24 He drove the man
out and stationed the cherubim and the flaming, whirling sword east of the garden of Eden to guard the way
to the tree of life.
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Impart
Discuss:
• What were Adam and Eve doing when God walked through the garden? (They were hiding 		
because they recognized their nakedness, knew they had done wrong, and were afraid of 			
God’s reaction. They were filled with shame and guilt.)
• What question did God ask them and why? (He asked them “Where are you?” He was giving 		
them the opportunity to acknowledge their wrong doing.)
• How did Adam respond to God’s question about eating from the tree? (He blamed Eve for 		
getting him to eat the fruit.)
• How did Eve respond to God? (She pointed to the serpent’s deception and attempted to justify 		
their sin.)
Say: “Adam and Eve hid from God and felt shame for the first time. They tried to shift blame and even
justify their sin.”
Say: “When Adam and Eve (and even the serpent) went against God’s instruction and desires for
them, they had consequences.” Lead students to look back at the Genesis Scripture passage to identify
the consequences below:
• Serpent—crawl on the ground the rest of his life
• Woman—pain in childbirth; husband will rule over her
• Man—labor/work
• Both—banished from the garden; death
Say: “We must admit our fault and own our sin and not just blame it on Adam and Eve. When we sin,
we must face consequences.”
Assign each student one of the following words: turn, rescue, forgive, new life. Instruct them to find others
with their word and form groups. Give each group a large sheet of paper, a marker, and one of the following:
Older Students
• Speeding
• Putting grades, work, or a hobby before God
• Watching pornography
• Having sex outside of marriage

Younger Students
• Worrying
• Gossiping
• Lying to your parents
• Always wanting what others have

Direct groups to discuss all of the possible short- and long-term consequences of the action they were
assigned. After a time of discussion, invite groups to share. Point out that not doing any of these actions in
and of itself does not make you a Christian. It may make you a good person but not a believer.
Say: “The banishment from the garden of Eden caused separation from God. Death became a reality.
Likewise, our sin separates us from God. Because God is perfect, He cannot be in the presence of sin.”
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Impart
Refer to and share the Man, God, Sin Poster and point out the gap that sin causes between man and God.
Say: “The good news is that the story did not end there.”
Say: “Today’s name for God is Abba.” Point to the Names of God Poster.
Share: Abba is an intimate word for father. God is referred to as Abba in three Scripture passages in the
Bible (Romans 8:15; Mark 14:36; and Galatians 4:6). This name for God denotes a personal relationship with
God where we become His children and heirs of His kingdom. Genesis 3:8-11 is a clear picture of God as
a father where He essentially said, “I know you did wrong, but I’m going to give you an opportunity to
confess.” Ask: “In what other ways did God act as Father?” (He walked with them in the garden of Eden,
spared their lives, made them clothing, and ultimately gave His only Son to cover our sins.)
Ask rhetorically: “How has God been like a father to you?”

Study (15 minutes)
2. Jesus was the ultimate sacrifice, covering and atoning for our sins. (John 3:18; 2 Corinthians 5:21;
Colossians 2:14)
Assign one of the people below to each of the small groups and lead them to discuss: “What would each
of these people need to sacrifice or give up in order to reach their full potential?”
• Athlete
• High school graduate
• Teacher
• Parent
Select a couple of groups to share. Say: “Sacrifice is often necessary in order to achieve our goals.
Following Jesus is often not comfortable or easy. Sometimes, we must give up things we want in
order to follow Him.”
Point to the Truths Poster and read aloud the second statement. Refer back to Genesis 3:21. Say:
“Mankind’s nakedness had caused him shame and had forced him to seek a covering of his own. God,
in an act of concern and compassion that required the death of an animal, provided garments of skin
for Adam and Eve and clothed them. This foreshadows the sacrificial system that would provide for
fellowship with God.”
Share this history of the sacrificial system:
God required animal sacrifices of the nation of Israel to provide a temporary covering of sins because
without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. The animal to be sacrificed had to be spotless.
The person offering the sacrifice had to identify with the animal and had to inflict death upon it. The Day
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Impart
of Atonement occurred once a year. During this festival, the high priest was to take two male goats for a
sin offering. One of the goats was sacrificed as a sin offering for the people of Israel, while the other goat
was released into the wilderness. The sin offering provided forgiveness, while the other goat provided the
removal of sin.
Ask: “How would you feel if you had to sacrifice an animal just to obtain forgiveness for your sins?”
Say: “We don’t have to worry with animal sacrifice because Jesus was the ultimate sacrifice for our
sins. He became our atonement for sin. Atonement means to right previous wrongdoing.”
Point back to the Man, God, Sin Poster. Draw a cross between man and God and label as “Jesus.” Say:
“Jesus bridged the gap between us and God. He is our only way to the Father.”
Say: “When we follow Christ, it requires sacrifice on our part.” Share a time when you made a significant
sacrifice for the Lord. Maybe working camp this summer is a good place to start. Ask if a student would like
to share a similar story.
Invite three students to read aloud the three verses below. In between readings, discuss each with them.
“Anyone who believes in him is not condemned, but anyone who does not believe is already
condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the one and only Son of God” (John 3:18).
Ask: “What does the word ‘condemned’ mean?” (unfavorable judgment or sentence)
Say: “Those who do not accept Christ as atonement for their sin are condemned to death. In contrast,
those who accept Christ will spend eternity with God.”
“He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).
Invite students to say the word “propitiation” in unison. Ask if anyone knows what that means. Say: “This
word simply means substitution. As seen in this verse, Jesus was the only perfect human being,
and He took on the sin of the world. Stop and think about that for a minute.” Ask: “How should we
respond to this good news?”
Ask: “What is righteousness?” (Free from guilt or sin; just) “Can we really ever achieve it?”
Share: Because we are human, we will never be righteous because of our sin nature. However, through
Christ’s death on the cross for our sins, we can experience what is referred to as imputed righteousness. This
means being given God’s righteousness through faith in Christ.
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Impart
“He erased the certificate of debt, with its
obligations, that was against us and opposed to
us, and has taken it away by nailing it to the cross”
(Colossians 2:14).
Ask: “What is debt?” (Owing money for something; an
obligation) “How many of you have debt?”
Write the word “DEBT” with a marker on a whiteboard.
Erase the word and say: “Jesus erased our sin debt
and nailed it to the cross.”
Explain that our “record” isn’t just settled. It’s wiped.
It’s not like going through our bank account and seeing
past bills that we paid. We can’t go back and see “Lied
to mom—settled;” “Cheated on a test—settled.” When
God looks at us, He sees the righteousness of Christ. A
bank account with no history of debt.
Point students to page 31 of their Camp Guide to
answer these questions:
• What did you have to sacrifice to spend a week at FUGE?
• If you are a believer, what have you sacrificed to follow Jesus?
• Is there something you need to give up to follow Him or to live more devoted to Him?
Jesus was the ultimate sacrifice and atonement for our sins.
Ask: “What is your response to this truth?”
Invite students to stand in a circle. Pass around the railroad tie. Explain that Jesus was nailed to the cross,
taking on our sins and the sins of the world. Encourage them to allow the railroad tie to serve as a reminder
of what Christ did for them. Guide students to take a seat.

Study (15 minutes)
3. Repentance is turning from our sin and to Christ, receiving the free gift of new life. (Acts 3:19;
Romans 10:9; Ephesians 2:8-9)
Point to the Truths Poster and read aloud the third statement. Invite students to read aloud the three verses
below.
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Impart
“Therefore repent and turn back, so that your sins may be wiped out” (Acts 3:19).
Say: “Our sins will be wiped out if we repent of them and turn away from them.” Ask for a volunteer to
come to the front of the class. Give the volunteer the backpack of heavy objects. If you were able to weigh
the backpack, tell students how much the bag of objects weighs. Then, lead the student to remove the
items one at a time and to read aloud the sin labels. When all objects have been removed, invite the student
to hold the backpack again. Ask him/her to make observations about the weight. Explain how letting go of
our sins and turning them over to God lightens our load. He becomes sin for us and takes them away.
“If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from
the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9).
Ask: “When we believe and confess Christ, what is the result according the Romans 10:9?” (We are
saved.) “From what are we saved?” (Ourselves and our sins, death)
Encourage students who have not confessed and believed to talk to their youth pastor or an adult from their
church before the end of the day.
“For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from
works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).
Say: “Jesus didn’t come for those who have it all together. None of us have it all together. He came for
the broken, the hurting, and sinners.”
Ask: “What is a definition of grace?” Point to the grace poster and share this easy way to remember
it: God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense. Lead students to say this together.
Share: Grace is God’s favor. Point back to Genesis 3 and share how each of the consequences faced by
Adam and Eve and the serpent involved grace. The cursed ground would still yield food for man. The woman
would still be able to have children. The serpent would still exist. Adam and Eve were spared and not killed.
They were saved by being removed from the garden of Eden. They were banished to protect them.
Say: “True repentance means we are moving closer to God. It demands action. Just because you may
have been in church your whole life, you cannot simply coast along. You must own your sin, repent,
and follow God.”
Share: If we look back at the people we discussed who had to make sacrifices, we could also talk through all
the work and actions they had to take to achieve their goal or success. God chose to make salvation possible
in this way. He handed salvation to us. We do nothing but stick out a hand and accept the gift.
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Impart
Point students to page 32 in their Camp Guide. Direct
them to categorize the actions listed as negative
behaviors by placing an x over them or as Godhonoring behaviors by circling them.
• Selfish
• Admits wrong
• Steals
• Lies
• Cheats
• Fights
• Studies hard
• Mean
• Argues
• Blames others
• Talks nice to people
• Obeys parents
• Throws angry fits
• Always wants to be first
• Takes good care of belongings
Say: “If we are truly repentant, our actions must
show it.”

Impact
Reflect (10 minutes)
Note: Before class, set these up as stations and divide your group into three smaller teams, assigning each
team one of these as a starting point. Then, allow students to rotate around the three at their own pace.

Christ
Close your eyes and think quietly about the last time you did something that you know was wrong. Now,
answer these questions:
• Did you admit what you had done and were you sorry?
• Did you ask God for forgiveness?
• Were there other people who got hurt because of what you did? Did you ask them to forgive you?
• Have you been careful not to repeat the wrong?
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Impact
Take a pen and print the word “Repent” on your thumb. Then, print the following on your fingers.
Pointer finger—Admit/feel sorry
Middle finger—Ask forgiveness
Ring finger—Right the wrong
Little finger—Don’t repeat it

Community
When we accept Christ into our lives, we are to make a public profession of faith in front of the body of
believers (our church) and follow up with baptism. If you have not taken either of these steps, talk to your
youth pastor and plan to do so as soon as you return home from camp.
The next steps with the church are discipleship and growth as believers. Read through these questions and
ask God to show you where you can plug in so you can grow closer to Him.
• Are you an active part of your church’s youth group?
• Do you attend Bible study on a regular basis?
• Are you serving in some capacity with your church?
• Do you have someone to encourage you and help you in your faith journey?
Join with others from your youth group or other students and pray for your youth group and for your
personal growth.

Culture
Pick up the fragrance and spray a small mist on your wrist. Smell it. Consider that this smell is like the
fragrance of Christ. The world should be able to notice something different about the way we live our lives.
• Now that you’ve been given new life, how can you join other believers to help people 		
recognize that they are sinners and that they have a need to turn?
• How are you being the fragrance of Christ and spreading the joy that you’ve been given?
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Impact
Key Verse Activity (5 mins)
“Therefore repent and turn back, so that your sins may be wiped out” (Acts 3:19).
Lead different groups to stand up and read aloud the verse. Examples: “All those wearing red, stand up
and read the Key Verse in unison.” “All those wearing glasses . . .” “All those with blonde hair . . .” “All those
who have a brother . . .” Add your own. At some point during this exercise, cover the Key Verse Poster so
students will recite from memory. End with one that everyone has in common such as “All those who have a
mouth . . . .”

Prayer
Lead in prayer: “God, thank You for making salvation available to us through Jesus. Thank You, Jesus,
for dying on the cross for all of our sins. Help us to be truly repentant and turn away from sin and to
You, Lord. Show us Your ways.”
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Genesis 3:8-24
SUPPORTING IDEA: When Adam and Eve sinned, it affected not only their relationship with God but also
their relationship with each other and with the rest of creation.
3:8-10. But not only was there shame; there was also guilt. Their relationship with God was broken. They
fled from God’s presence out of fear: They hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. Isn’t this
amazing—hiding from the God who had the power to make them? But God came looking for them. The
question, “Where are you?” was a rhetorical question asked for their benefit. God, in His mercy, was giving
them a chance to acknowledge their wrong.
3:11-13. Both Adam and Eve blamed others for their sin. Rather than confessing personal responsibility,
they tried to put the blame on someone else. As sinners we find it so hard to say, “I did it and I was wrong.”
We blame our environment, genetics, upbringing or lack thereof, and so on. Our original parents were
no different. First, Adam blamed the woman and indirectly God Himself. Second, the woman blamed the
serpent. And as the old joke goes, “Adam blamed Eve, Eve blamed the serpent, and the serpent was left
without a leg to stand on!”
SUPPORTING IDEA: Each of the earthly participants receives just but gracious discipline from their Creator
God.
3:14-15. Several judgments were pronounced by the Lord on the participants in this original sin. The word
bless was used three times in the account of creation (Gen. 1:22, 28; 2:3), but now the word curse is used
three times in the account of what happened to creation. It is used twice in this section (3:14,17) and once in
the section on Cain and Abel (4:11).
The first recipient was the serpent: “So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done
this, you are cursed more than any livestock and more than any wild animal.” (Genesis 3:14, CSB) The curse
would result in the physical condition of the snake changing (you will crawl on your belly) and the manner in
which he would obtain food (and you will eat dust all the days of your life). The symbol of death (Gen. 3:19)
became the food of the serpent. But all animals would die, and snakes do not actually eat dust. It is better to
regard this phrase as referring to the place where the snake would eat (i.e., among the dust) rather than the
substance of his meal.
But the second part of the judgment made clear that the one behind the deception was also to be
judged. God declared, “I will put hosility between you and the woman, and between your offspring and
her offspring. He will strike your head and you will strike his heel.” (Genesis 3:15, CSB) Some interpreters
see nothing more than an ongoing hatred between mankind and snakes in this phrase. But more than this is
implied. We find out that there will be an ongoing hatred between the woman along with her descendants
and the serpent and the ones who would be the offspring of the serpent. This could refer to the one who
possessed the serpent—that is Satan, the Evil One. The term offspring can be a collective singular referring
first to all who would come from the serpent and then to all who would come from the woman.
But it does not need to be a collective noun (cp. Gal. 3:16). It could refer to a single being, one from the
serpent and one from the woman, who would do battle. Hers (literally “her seed”) may infer the virgin birth
of Jesus, since it is not “their” seed. In this verse there is the use of the third-person, masculine, singular
“he” in the expression he will crush your head. A seed of the woman would crush the head (a fatal blow),
not of the descendants of the serpent (we don’t expect all snakes to be killed by mankind) but of the one
who had started all of this, Satan himself.
Here we have the first prophetic word of promise that gives a glimpse of hope to those who are dying.
This identity of the one behind the serpent is confirmed in the last book of the Bible.
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Revelation 20:2 describes how “the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan” was thrown
into the Abyss and finally in Revelation 20:10, into the lake of burning sulfur.
In Romans 16:20 Paul writes, “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.” This refers to the
ongoing struggle between God’s people and Satan. This continual struggle may signify that although there
will be a final and decisive victory of Christ over Satan, down through history this battle has been fought
in each generation. Various individuals (offspring of the woman) will seek to conquer the attempts of evil
people (offspring of the serpent) to dominate the godly. But no one will be victorious until the Messiah, our
Lord Jesus Christ (the Seed of the woman) finally triumphs (Rev. 20:10).
The reference to the offspring of the woman reflects God’s opinion that the world should go on. It also
reflects God’s plan for victory over Satan. We sometimes wonder how we can bring children into such an evil
world. But God’s desire is that there should be children. These offspring of the woman should be prepared
to resist the Evil One until finally Jesus Christ accomplishes His victorious work.
3:16. The physical condition of the woman as well as the relationship between the wife and her husband
was changed. Judgment fell on what was uniquely hers as a woman, the function of childbearing. God said
to the woman, “I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children.”
Although death has come into this world, life is possible. The pain that accompanies childbirth would be a
reminder to woman of Eve’s part in bringing trouble and suffering into this world. The same word for pain is
found (in only a slightly different spelling in the Hebrew) in the curse to the man (Gen. 3:17).
But God also told the woman, “Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” There
are at least three different interpretations of the meaning of this sentence: (1) A woman’s desire would not
be her own. Her desire would be subject to her husband’s desire, for her husband would rule over her. (2)
A woman, in spite of the pain that would be involved in bearing children, would develop an attraction, a
longing, for her husband so that she would enter into relationships with him that would result in children. (3)
A woman would desire to dominate the relationship with her husband, but God declared that the man would
rule as head.
A decision on interpretation must involve not only the meaning of specific words and the immediate
context but include factors such as: the use of the word for desire in Genesis 4:7 and Song 7:10; the teaching
of the New Testament on the difficulties in the husband-wife relationship; and the realities we observe in
married life. Based on these factors, it appears that the wife will now desire to dominate the relationship and
no longer intuitively submit as her husband’s “helper” (see “Deeper Discoveries”).
3:17-19. Adam’s curse was based on two factors stated by God: “Because you listened to your wife and
ate from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it.’” Adam listened to his wife about
an evil action, and he also disobeyed the command of God. Adam was the head of the human race and had
the responsibility and authority to act independently of his wife when she suggested disobedience. But he
chose to listen and then to disobey.
The physical condition of the man was changed because his environment was altered, and physical death
would be his lot: Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of
your life. The ground over which he was to have dominion would now be less than ideal. Great effort would
be required to accomplish his task. The land would produce thorns and thistles . . . by the sweat of your
brow you will eat your food.
This indicates the start of what has become known as “the fallen world.” Romans 8:20-22 declares, “For
the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected
it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious
freedom of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of
childbirth right up to the present time.”

ACTS 3:19

SUMMER 2019

55

DAY  3:

Turn

Main Point: Jesus is the only One who can rescue us from our brokenness. We must turn to Him for forgiveness to receive new life.

Commentary
Apparently not only would plants now grow as weeds without any benefit for man, but the entire
creation was affected. No doubt such disasters as volcanoes, earthquakes, and tornadoes can be traced
to this cursing of the ground. At death man’s body would return to dust rather than experience physical
immortality.
But each of the curses also involved grace. The cursed ground would still yield food for man. The woman
would still be able to have children. The serpent would still exist. And some day victory would come.
SUPPORTING IDEA: Adam, by calling his wife not merely woman but Eve, declares his faith that the human
race will continue.
3:20. In Genesis 2:23 Adam declared that his wife would “be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of
man.” Now, after the fall, and hearing the elements of judgment, Adam named the woman Eve. This verse
should be seen as indication of Adam’s acceptance of and faith in God’s decrees that had just been given.
The name Eve means “living” or “life producer.” By the personal name he gave his wife, Adam declared that
he believed she would conceive and produce offspring for she would become the mother of all the living.
He accepted God’s judgments but believed God’s word about children and perhaps implicitly proclaimed his
faith that some day an offspring of his would conquer the Evil One.
SUPPORTING IDEA: A sacrifice of animals is made to cover what brought shame to mankind.
3:21. Man’s nakedness had caused him shame and had forced him to seek a covering of his own creativity.
God, in an act that appeared to require the death of an animal, provided garments of skin for Adam and his
wife and clothed them. It may not be possible to speak dogmatically of these skins or hides as representing
atonement. But it is clear that God had concern and compassion for mankind. He provided them clothing
but at the expense of life. This may foreshadow the sacrificial system that would provide for fellowship with
God. Man’s attempt to cover himself with fig leaves was appropriate but not adequate. God recognized that
human nakedness would now need to be covered if life was to go on in God’s way. God expressed his grace
in the face of sin and judgment.
SUPPORTING IDEA: Adam and Eve’s expulsion from the garden is for their own good.
3:22-24. As a result of eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, man became more like
God in obtaining knowledge of good and evil. While this statement may be hard to accept, it is clearly
stated in God’s Word that the man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. While there is
much debate of the meaning of this verse, it is apparent that man had gained a kind of knowledge both
like and unlike divine knowledge. Much like a doctor and patient both know the illness yet differ in their
understanding, both God and mankind knew that something could be used for good or forevil yet differed
in the way they had reached that knowledge.
God had not done evil, as man had, in order to know what was good and evil. But God, in his omniscience,
knows what is good and evil and makes decisions accordingly. Man however, had obtained this knowledge
by committing evil. Now man would seek to act like God in making decisions based on his inadequate
knowledge of good and evil. He would no longer accept God’s word as the final authority.
But man had also become less like God because he was no longer innocent of sin and would now die. And
so he must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.
If man were to decide that the good thing to do would be to eat from the tree of life, he would forever
experience a living death. Man’s knowledge was not accurate or sufficient, but he might think it was. God, in
grace, would not allow fallen man to make a temporal decision that would prevent him from accepting God’s
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provision for his predicament. In the future, when man’s sin would be dealt with through redemption, the
tree of life would be placed in the new earth for man to eat (Rev. 22:2).
John 3:18
SUPPORTING IDEA: The deepening and growing experience of imperishable life is given to whomever
believes in him. God’s wonderful gift cannot be earned or inherited.
3:17-18. Did all this happen for judgment and condemnation? No. That was never God’s purpose. Notice
how central Jesus is to the passage. Verse 15 emphasizes the words “in him” and they appear again in
verses 16-18, while verse 17 talks about God’s saving the world through Him. Every human being has a
choice—eternal life or eternal death. And as the Bible describes it, to perish is not to cease existence, but to
experience utter failure, futility, and loss—an eternity without God.
Somebody once said that the world could be divided into two groups—those who divide the world
into two groups and those who do not. If that is the case, God is definitely in the former category for He
divides the saved and the unsaved clearly in these verses. The saved believe and are not condemned; the
unsaved do not believe and are condemned. And let us not miss the word already. We exist in a state of
condemnation by birth—our sin natures inherited from Adam.
We enter physical life in a state of spiritual death and then our sin natures compound the problem with
sinful behavior. As Pyne points out, “Because of the sinfulness of our hearts, we tend to run from God rather
than to Him. We cannot produce works of righteousness apart from His Spirit, for we act in accordance with
our own desires, and our desires are evil. Even if we could fulfill God’s law, we could never overcome the
guilt already incurred by our sinful acts in the past. As a result, we cannot save ourselves” (Pyne, pp. 190-91).
Acts 3:19
SUPPORTING IDEA: By God’s grace, repentance brings forgiveness through Christ, and that forgiveness is
available to all who call upon his name.
3:19-20. Don’t touch that dial; there’s more. The Messiah is alive, he has ascended, and he will return.
If the nation would only turn to God for the washing of sins, times of refreshing may come from the Lord,
and Jesus would come again. Peter used two unprecedented expressions in these verses. His references to
times of refreshing in verse 19 and the time . . . for God to restore everything (v. 21) have had commentators
scratching their theological heads for years. One truth emerges with clarity: prophecy which determined
Christ’s death also will determine a time of restoration. It seems that Israel will repent before Jesus comes
again, though we probably cannot conclude from the passage that Christ’s return depends upon Israel’s
repentance.
Meanwhile, Jesus will remain in heaven until the promised restoration (Ps. 110:1). We need not conclude
that Peter had specific prophetic passages in mind, though that certainly might have been the case. In
general, he intended to remind his fellow Jews that the hope of Israel’s restoration should not be forgotten
and, indeed, could only be fulfilled in Jesus.
Romans 10:9
SUPPORTING IDEA: Israel’s spiritual heritage has always been based on a personal faith response to God’s
revelation.
10:6-11. Yet even when the law was the standard for spiritual life, God did not make it difficult for Israel
to exercise obedience to it. He did not hide the law from Israel, nor did he fail to forgive them when they
failed to keep it. God made it abundantly clear to Israel what they were to do to live. Paul makes a creative

ACTS 3:19

SUMMER 2019

57

DAY  3:

Turn

Main Point: Jesus is the only One who can rescue us from our brokenness. We must turn to Him for forgiveness to receive new life.

Commentary
application of several Old Testament passages at this point to prove that, just as God made His will
abundantly clear to Israel in the Old Testament, He is making it abundantly clear to Israel “today.” He applies
passages originally intended to demonstrate the nearness of the law to show the nearness of the word of
faith we are proclaiming:
Original Context:
Moses’ conclusion to the
“blessings and curses”
section of Deuteronomy
(Deut. 28-30) concludes
with his admonition that
“what I am commanding
you today is not too
difficult for you or
beyond your reach”
(Deut. 30:11). To the
extent that any faithful
Israelite wanted to obey
God’s laws, God had
made His will perfectly
clear and accessible to
them.

Deuteronomy 30:12-14:
“It is not up in heaven,
so that you have to ask,
‘Who will ascend into
heaven to get it and
proclaim it to us so we
may obey it?’ Nor is it
beyond the sea, so that
you have to ask, ‘Who
will cross the sea to get
it and proclaim it to us
so that we may obey
it?’ No, the word is very
near you, it is in your
mouth and in your heart
so you may obey it.”

Romans 10:6-8: “But the
righteousness that is by
faith says, ‘Do not say
in your heart, “Who will
ascend into heaven?”
(that is, to bring Christ
down) ‘or “Who will
descend into the deep?”
(that is, to bring Christ
up from the dead). ‘But
what does it say? “The
word is near you; it is
in your mouth and in
your heart,” that is, the
word of faith we are
proclaiming.’

Paul’s Application:
Building on the Old
Testament theme of
“accessibility to the will
of God,” Paul substitutes
Christ and the gospel
(the word of faith) for
Moses’ references to
the law. No Jew (or any
person) would be able
to complain that the will
of God (righteousness
by faith in Christ) was
hidden. The transition
from law to faith was
as plain as the initial
standard of law had
been in Deuteronomy.

The next three verses (9-11) deal with the word of faith. Verse 9 says what it is; verse 10 explains it; verse 11
offers assurance of its veracity based on a promise from the Old Testament.
The word of faith is not a word in the literal sense, but is a “message”— essentially a condensed summary of
the gospel. It is the message that a person must receive in order to become a Christian. Specifically, in the case
of Israel, it is a message that hits at the heart of their religious beliefs. Jesus is Lord is thought to be the oldest
Christian confessional statement, and as such was a clear expression of the deity of Christ. Lord (kurios) was the
Greek word used in the Septuagint (Greek translation of the Old Testament) to translate the Hebrew Yahweh, the
personal name of God, sacred to the Jews.
For a Jew to confess . . . “Jesus is Lord” would be to ascribe deity to Jesus of Nazareth, the very source of
the Jewish outrage that led to his crucifixion in Jerusalem. There is no mistaking Paul’s intent in formalizing the
requirement for salvation when speaking of a Jewish nation locked in unbelief (though the same formula of faith
existed for Gentiles; see 1 Cor. 12:3; Phil. 2:11). Jesus was the “stone” which Israel had stumbled over just twentyfive years earlier in Jerusalem, the stone that was still squarely in the middle of their path.
But confessing Jesus is Lord is not the whole gospel. In fact, it is the outward, public manifestation of a heartheld belief. Thus comes the other half of the word of faith, affirmation that Christ had indeed been resurrected
from the dead. The resurrection was an essential part of apostolic preaching in the early days of the gospel
ministry (Acts 2:31-32; 3:15; 4:10; 10:40; 17:32), and became a central part of Paul’s teaching to the churches
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(Rom. 1:4; 4:24-25; 6:4-5, 9; 7:4; 8:11, 34; 1 Cor. 6:14; 15:4, 7, 12-17, 20, 29; 2 Cor 4:14; 5:15; Gal. 1:1; Eph. 1:20; Phil.
3:10; Col. 2:12; 3:1; 1 Thess. 1:10; 2 Tim. 2:8). It is interesting to compare the apostle Paul’s consistent emphasis
upon the resurrection as a validating factor for the Christian faith. Indeed, if there is no resurrection, there is no
Christianity.
Paul would have the church remember the centrality of the resurrection in the gospel, and orders his words in a
helpful A-B-B-A format (possibly) to aid retention as well as teach correct theology:
• A Confess: If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,”
• B Believe: and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
• B Believe: For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified,
• A Confess: and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.
What the heart believes, the mouth confesses. Contrary to the famous drill sergeant credo, “Where the
head goes, the body follows,” Paul’s creed is consistent with that of James, the Lord’s half brother. Belief and
confession are like faith and works—the truly saved will always ultimately manifest a complementary expression of
their new life in Christ. Faith can give way immediately to confession as it did with the apostle Paul (Acts 9:20-22),
or it may come slowly as with some Jewish leaders who believed in Jesus but were bound by fear (John 12:42).
Ultimately, however, Jesus himself indicates that confession of our faith is a requirement, even in the face of
impending persecution (Matt. 10:32-33).
Paul’s language here has confused some people over what one must do to be saved. Ultimately, there is only
one thing: believe (Gen. 15:6). But here Paul says two “things” must be done: confess that Jesus is Lord and
believe in the resurrection. But other passages would suggest that repentance, baptism, being born again,
entering the kingdom, and having faith are all required. They are and they are not. They are in the sense that
every true Christian will have done them all. They are not unless the one element—faith—is present.
The point is that if we confess, repent, are baptized, believe, and (try to) enter the kingdom in the flesh—as
Israel had done—it will be to no avail. All of those things must be done, but they must be done believing, or not
done at all. And in that sense, faith (belief) is the core. The thief on the cross (Luke 23:42-43) had time only to
believe, but by doing so he entered the kingdom. But anyone in whom faith springs up and begins to bear fruit
will have done “all the above” as a testament to his or her salvation.
Paul’s paralleling of justification with salvation is not a word game or a play on words. We are justified by our
belief in the person and work of Christ (represented here by the resurrection), but we are saved—confirmed in
our faith and carried to the portals of the kingdom of God—by the outworking of our faith (here represented by
confession). One cannot choose justification (belief) without salvation (confession), or vice versa. Unless God’s
providence directs otherwise (witness the thief), the normal Christian life is lived under the power of both.
Finally, Paul comes full circle on his quotation from Isaiah 28:16 in Romans 9:33 by citing again the last part of
verse 16. To stumble over the stone which is Christ is to fall into unbelief; to embrace the stone ( believe and
confess) is to have security forever:
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Original Context Being
“dismayed” in Isaiah is
a picture of confusion,
hopelessness, captivity,
starvation, trouble, and
despair. Trust in the Lord
is the antidote to all
these conditions.

Isaiah 28:16: “So this is
what the Sovereign Lord
says: ‘See, I lay a stone
in Zion, a tested stone,
a precious cornerstone
for a sure foundation; the
one who trusts will never
be dismayed.’”

Romans 10:11: “As the
Scripture says, ‘Anyone
who trusts in him will
never be put to shame.’”

Paul’s Application:
Paul changes the
wording of the verse by
inserting “him.” It does
not alter the meaning
of the verse, but applies
trust in the rock (Yahweh)
of the Old Testament
to Christ in the New
Testament.

Ephesians 2:8-9
SUPPORTING IDEA: Because of God’s rich mercy, he has provided salvation for us by grace through faith,
not through our good works, so that we cannot claim credit that is his.
2:8. In verse 5, Paul made the parenthetical statement, it is by grace you have been saved. Now, in verse
8, he picks up that idea and elaborates on it. Grace carries with it the idea of benevolence being bestowed
on someone without that person having merited it by his actions. God was not required to offer us
salvation. He would be justified in condemning all people to eternal separation from himself. In spite of the
fact that our actions bring deserved judgment upon ourselves, God offered us an escape. He didn’t have
to, but because He loved us, He wanted to. That is grace, and that is what saved us, or delivered us, from
eternal judgment. God’s escape belongs to Him and to His initiative alone. No part of it can be credited to
you. The whole of salvation, the grace as well as the faith, is a gift of God.
He chose to make salvation possible in this way. He handed salvation to you. You did nothing but stick out
a hand and accept the gift. Faith is exactly that. It is trustfully accepting from God what He has provided
without totally understanding what you are receiving. Faith is giving up on being able to provide what you
need for yourself and letting God give what He alone can provide.
2:9. Paul stressed this point almost redundantly. You have done absolutely nothing to earn salvation by
being or doing “good.” God’s plan of salvation by grace places all humans on the same footing. No one
may boast or point with pride to personal accomplishments in the realm of salvation. No person has done
anything in this arena. God has done it all.
2 Corinthians 5:21
SUPPORTING IDEA: Having refuted the negative views of his ministry, Paul provided a positive portrait of his
apostolic work.
5:20b-21. In these verses Paul summarized the content of the message of reconciliation. His summary
includes an expression of his heart, an appeal, and an explanation.
First, Paul introduced his message in emotional terms, expressing his heart. He spoke on Christ’s behalf
because he was an ambassador. But as ordinary ambassadors often sought reconciliation between national
enemies with intensity, Paul implore[d] others to be reconciled to God. The term implored ( deomai) often
connotes beseeching or begging. In imitation of the passionate ministry of Christ himself (Matt. 23:37), Paul
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(Matt. 23:37), Paul so desired to see people come to Christ that he thought of his ministry as begging.
Paul did not actually beg people to have saving faith. He spoke metaphorically in an attempt to convey
the motivations behind his ministry. Paul appealed to others for their own sake, even when he was firm or
harsh. He knew the enemies of God would suffer divine wrath (Eph. 5:6; Col. 3:5-6). For this reason, his
ministry was not impersonal or emotionally disconnected. He desired to see people come to Christ, as
should all who minister the gospel on Christ’s behalf.
Second, Paul summarized the content of his message of reconciliation in a short appeal. His practice
was to tell others to be reconciled to God. Since Paul had to appeal to others to be reconciled, he did
not believe that the work of Christ automatically reconciled every human being to God. Christ’s saving
work on the cross is sufficient for every human being, but it is effective only for those who believe. As the
imperative (be reconciled, from katallasso) indicates, those who hear the gospel are responsible to believe
in Christ in order to become reconciled to God.
Third, Paul explained that sinful people, who are the enemies of God, can be reconciled to God only
through Christ and his work on behalf of the human race. Paul summarized Christ’s work in two elements.
On the one hand, God made Christ, who had no sin, to be sin. Paul did not mean that Christ actually
became a sinner. Throughout His humiliation, Christ remained faithful and righteous. It is likely that Paul
followed the Septuagint’s practice of using the term sin (harmartia) as a circumlocution for “sin offering”
(e.g., Num. 6:14). The New Testament frequently refers to Isaiah 53 in which the Messiah’s death is declared
to be “an offering for sin” (Isa. 53:10, NRSV). This language stems from the Old Testament sacrificial system
and identifies the sacrifice that brought forgiveness to those for whom it was made (Lev. 4:5:5-10).
In this sense, Christ became the sin offering for us— for all who believe in Him. In the gospel of the
New Testament, salvation comes to enemies of God because Christ himself became the perfect and final
substitutionary sacrifice on behalf of those who have saving faith in Him.
Paul then pointed to the purpose of Christ’s sacrifice. It was so that in him we (all who have saving faith)
might become the righteousness of God. Note first that it is in him (in Christ) that reconciliation takes
place. The concept of “in Christ” formed one of Paul’s central teachings. To be “in Christ” was to be joined
with Him in His death and resurrection and thus to receive the benefits of His salvation. In this passage Paul
summarized the benefits received in Christ by stating that the believer becomes the righteousness of God.
The precise meaning of this expression has been the source of much controversy. Paul probably intended
the expression of God to be taken as “from God,” as Romans 1:17 suggests. Yet, is this righteousness
that is infused into believers as they live the Christian life (sanctification)? Or is it the righteousness that is
imputed to believers when they turn in faith toward Christ (justification)? Probably Paul’s emphasis is on
imputed righteousness, since it was by imputation of our sin to Christ, and not by infusion, that Christ was
made . . . to be sin for us.
Still, it is best not to divide these issues so sharply as we approach this passage. As Romans 1:17
suggests, the righteousness from God is by faith from first to last. Believers become the righteousness
from God when they first receive the imputation of Christ’s righteousness in justification, but they also
receive the continuous blessing of the experience of righteousness in their lives as they grow in their
sanctification (cf. Gal. 3:1-5)
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Colossians 2:14
SUPPORTING IDEA: Jesus is our crucified conqueror, and we are forgiven by Him.
2:13b-14. The second reality of spiritual fullness is total forgiveness—the cancellation of a debt we could never
pay. [God] forgave us all our sins. Paul gives us a detailed description of what forgiveness involves.
In verse 14, Paul speaks of a written code with regulations, which stands against us and is opposed to us.
The word Paul used here refers to a certificate of indebtedness or a signed confession of guilt which stood as a
perpetual witness against the debtor. It was an ancient IOU.
Two things comprise this certificate of indebtedness: the regulations of the law and our offenses. Both of
these stand against us and highlight our debt. What does God do with this signed confession of guilt? He cancels
the debt. The word canceled also means “to wipe out, wash over, or erase.” God erases the document and
cancels the debt.
How can he do that? Doesn’t that make the law cheap when guilty people are set free without having to pay for
their crimes? Absolutely not. God himself paid the debt when His Son died on the cross. God upheld the holiness
of His own law when Jesus died to pay the penalty for our sin. God not only erased the document, but He also
took it away, by nailing it to the cross. When Jesus died, the condemning document was destroyed. We are
fully forgiven.
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Main Point:

Restore

Through Christ, we are made new and are given the Holy Spirit to live out His intended design. This enables us to spread hope of restoration
to a broken world.

Intro
Overview
When God restores our relationship to Him, we are
made new and will discover our meaning and purpose.
God’s Spirit empowers us to pursue His design and
assures us of His presence. He has promised us a
new heaven and new earth, which will complete the
restoration of a broken world.

Main Point
Through Christ, we are made new and are given the
Holy Spirit to live out His intended design. This enables
us to spread the hope of restoration to a broken world.

What do I do with this?
Have you allowed God to restore you with the good news of Jesus?
How are you pursuing God’s design in your life?
How are you spreading the hope of restoration to a broken world?

Scripture
“Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: Look, God’s dwelling is with humanity, and he will live with them.
They will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them and will be their God” (Revelation 21:3).

REVELATION 21:3

SUMMER 2019

63

DAY  4:
Main Point:

Restore

Through Christ, we are made new and are given the Holy Spirit to live out His intended design. This enables us to spread hope of restoration
to a broken world.

Intro
Gather These Supplies
• Markers
• Poster board
• Large sheet of paper
• Tape

• Copies of each set of before
and after pics
• Apple
• Index cards

• Sticky notes
• Pens
• Extra Bibles
• God’s Family Tree Diagram
Poster

Prepare Ahead of Time:
• Use a half sheet of poster board and cut into geometric shapes to make a puzzle. Cut enough of these so
that each small group has one.
• Hide an item (ball, Bible study flag, your Bible, etc.) in your classroom.
• Locate two large sheets of paper. Label one “Flesh” and the other “Spirit” and hang on a focal wall.
• Hang posters.
• Print each of these questions on a separate index card.
• How do we know what God’s specific purpose is for our lives? (Pray, read and study the Bible,
confide in other believers)
• What does God’s working in us look like?
• What does it mean to be holy and set apart?
• Is working out our salvation a one-time thing or a continual process? Explain. (Salvation is a
one-time thing, but working it out is a continual process known as sanctification.)
• Print each of these questions on a separate index card.
• What is the kingdom of God? (God’s kingdom is not a physical place. It was established on
earth when Jesus came into the world. We gave entrance into the kingdom through belief in
Christ and repentance. It has not been made complete yet but will at the end of time.)
• How do we seek it first? (Make Christ the priority in our lives.)
• What are some distractions to making Christ the priority of our lives?
• How would the world react to seeking His kingdom first? How would you react to this 		
command?
• Cut apple in half.
• Print these instructions on a sheet of white paper or butcher paper and hang each on a different wall. Then
add the items needed for each station.
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Through Christ, we are made new and are given the Holy Spirit to live out His intended design. This enables us to spread hope of restoration
to a broken world.

Intro
Christ
(At this station you will need index cards, pens, and the following printed instructions/			
questions.)
Ponder this question:
		• What brokenness are you holding onto and not allowing God to restore?
Holding onto this pain may do you more damage than good. Pray and ask God to help you turn this 		
over to Him and allow Him to bring restoration.
Take an index card and print the word “restore” at the top. Jot down any decision(s) you’ve made 		
at camp this week and things you have learned. Be sure to act on and apply these when you return 		
home. Ask someone to keep you accountable.
Community
(At this station you will need index cards, pens, and the following printed instructions/			
questions.)
We should want to see the work of restoration in those around us. Ponder these questions.
		• Who in your life is encouraging you to live in the Spirit, not in the flesh?
		
• Are you being that for someone else? If not, how can you be that in the days ahead?
		
• Do you know someone who needs encouragement to live in the Spirit?
Challenge: As you return home, find someone who will pour into you spiritually and then find 			
someone else that you can pour into in a similar way.
Respond to these questions on the index card you used in the Christ station or take a new one.
		• How can you get involved at your church to become more kingdom-minded?
		
• Do you have relationships with people in different generations at your church? What 		
		
are some of the benefits of that?
		
• How will applying what you have learned this week make a difference in your youth 		
		
group?
Culture
(At this station you will need sticky notes, pens, and the following printed instructions/			
questions.)
So, we can agree that we live in a broken world. Where will you start to make a difference in your 		
world?
On separate sticky notes, write the names of folks whom you can reach out to and list an action you 		
can take with each.
		
• Family member:
		• Neighbor:
		• Friend:
Keep these notes and commit to making a difference in your world.
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Main Point:

Restore

Through Christ, we are made new and are given the Holy Spirit to live out His intended design. This enables us to spread hope of restoration
to a broken world.

Engage
Getting Started (10 minutes)
Option for Younger Students
Form groups of four to five. Give each group a puzzle that you created from poster board and a marker.
Instruct them to label each piece of the puzzle with a sin and then work to put the puzzle together. You may
want to consider making this a competition to see which group can get their puzzle put together first.
Once all groups have finished, share: Our sin makes us feel like we are in pieces, but Christ can make us
whole again. Today we will look at how Jesus not only restores each of us who turn our lives over to Him,
but He will ultimately restore the whole world. Instruct groups to mark through the sins noted on the puzzle
pieces.
Option for Older Students
Form groups of four to five. Give each group one of the before and after photos. Instruct them to discuss: 1)
What was necessary for restoring their item from its “before” state to the “after” or restored one?; 2) How
long might this restoration take? After a short time, allow time for sharing.
• Worn shoe (new shoe laces, polish and polishing cloth, new sole, a shoe repairman)
• Crashed car (new parts, new paint, mechanic to repair it)
• Abandoned house (new wood, roofing, paint, construction workers)
• Person overcoming an injury and/or surgery (rest, rehab, physical therapy, equipment such as
wheelchair)
• Tornado damage (clean-up services, rebuild items)
• Outdated piece of furniture (paint, stain, brushes, new handles/pulls)
Say: “Today, we will look at how Jesus not only restores each of us who turn our lives over to Him but
He will ultimately restore the whole world.”
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Through Christ, we are made new and are given the Holy Spirit to live out His intended design. This enables us to spread hope of restoration
to a broken world.

Impart
Distribute extra Bibles to students who do not have
one or instruct those with a Bible to share with others.
Guide students to turn to page 39 in their Camp Guide.
Pray that God would help us to hear the truths He
wants to impart to us today and then know how to
apply those truths.

Study (15 minutes)
1. Once restored, we must strive to live holy and set
apart. (Philippians 2:13; Matthew 6:33)
Guide students to turn to Philippians 2 in their Bibles.
Point to the Truths Poster and read aloud the first
statement.
Assign each group an item from the list below and
lead them to discuss its purpose. After a short time of
discussion, allow groups to share as you have time.
What’s this item’s purpose?
• Paper clip
• Clock
• Dental floss
• Belt
• Treadmill
• Stamp
Invite a student to read aloud Philippians 2:13: “For it is God who is working in you both to will and to
work according to his good purpose.”
Ask a student to put the verse in his or her own words.
Ask: “What is God’s ‘good purpose’ for us? Is there one overall purpose for everyone and then specific
ones for each individual?”
Point students to page 39 in the Camp Guide, and answer the question: “What is God’s purpose for you?”
Check all that apply.
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Impart
A. Share Jesus with others.
B. Possess lots of money and stuff.
C. Live a life worthy of Him.
D. Be part of a large group of friends and family.
E. Serve at church.
F. Love others and forgive those who hurt me.
G. Have fun in life.
Invite a couple of students to share and discuss as they do. Say: “Our ultimate purpose is to give glory to
God.”
Split the room into quarters and form four teams. Give each team one of the questions below that you have
written on index cards to discuss:
• How do we know what God’s specific purpose is for our lives? (Pray, read and study the Bible,
confide in other believers)
• What does God’s working in us look like?
• What does it mean to be holy and set apart?
• Is working out our salvation a one-time thing or a continual process? Explain. (Salvation is a
one-time thing, but working it out is a continual process known as sanctification.)
Ask the person whose birthday is closest to today’s date to share from their group discussion.
Say: “Christians must demonstrate they are saved by allowing God to work through them. Salvation is
by grace through faith. Saving faith surrenders all of life to God and His purpose, producing maturity
demonstrated in good works. As Christians mature and allow God to work through their lives, they
find God is accomplishing His purposes in them even when they are not aware of those purposes.”
Tell the group there is a hidden item (be specific) in the room and that everyone has to search to find it.
Give the group no more than two minutes to find the item. Once the item is found, debrief the activity.
(Strategies; different approaches used; who took the lead; how difficult was it to find) Ask: “What was your
focus?” Say: “You were given a mission and focused on seeking the hidden item. You were searching
for something and you didn’t even know what.” Ask: “Do you know people who are searching for
something but they just don’t know what?”
Invite another student to read aloud Matthew 6:33: “But seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you.”
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Impart
Give each group one of the following questions that
you have written on index cards before the session to
discuss:
• What is the kingdom of God? (God’s 		
kingdom is not a physical place. It was 		
established on earth when Jesus came into the
world. We gave entrance into the kingdom
through belief in Christ and repentance. 		
It has not been made complete yet but will at
the end of time.)
• How do we seek it first? (Make Christ the
priority in our lives.)
• What are some distractions to making 		
Christ the priority of our lives?
• How would the world react to seeking 		
His kingdom first? How would you react to
this command?

		

		
		
		

Invite the student in each group whose birthday is
furthest from today to share.
Point students to page 39 in the Camp Guide to answer
the following question: “What are things that you seek on a daily basis?” Check all that apply.
A. Popularity
B. Extra curricular activities (sports, band, theater, etc.)
C. Grades
D. Friends
E. Christ and His kingdom
F. Other: ________________
Share: After we accept and follow Christ, we live restored in a still broken world. We do not become a
Christian and magically everything is perfect.
Talk about the difference in happiness and joy, comfort and peace. Say: “We are not going to be happy
all the time, but we should be filled with joy. We are not going to be comfortable all the time, but
we should experience peace. When we accept and follow Christ, we receive the fruit of the Spirit as
outlined in Galatians 5:22.” See if a student can name the fruit listed in the Scripture. If not, read it aloud.
(Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control) Point out that we
do not receive one or some of these fruit, but all of them, and we should exhibit every fruit.
Say: “We must seek God and His kingdom in order to discover His purpose and will for us and to help
further His kingdom.”
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Impart
Study (15 minutes)
2. You do not have to do this on your own, the Holy
Spirit is with you.
Point to the Truths Poster and read aloud the second
statement. Invite a student to read aloud John 16:7-15:
7 “Nevertheless, I am telling you the truth. It is for your
benefit that I go away, because if I don’t go away the
Counselor will not come to you. If I go, I will send him to
you. 8 When he comes, he will convict the world about
sin, righteousness, and judgment: 9 About sin, because
they do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness,
because I am going to the Father and you will no longer
see me; 11 and about judgment, because the ruler of
this world has been judged. 12 “I still have many things
to tell you, but you can’t bear them now. 13 When the
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth.
For he will not speak on his own, but he will speak
whatever he hears. He will also declare to you what is to come. 14 He will glorify me, because he will take
from what is mine and declare it to you. 15 Everything the Father has is mine. This is why I told you that he
takes from what is mine and will declare it to you.”
Instruct students to turn to page 40 in the Camp Guide and note whether each statement is true or
false.
1. The Holy Spirit came into existence at the Jewish festival of Pentecost. (F) (The Holy Spirit was
with the Father and Son from the beginning.)
2. The Holy Spirit lives inside each believer. (T)
3. The Holy Spirit speaks on His own, without help from the Father. (F)
4. The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin. (T)
5. The Holy Spirit gives us guidance and counsel. (T)
6. The Holy Spirit is a person. (T)
Go over these as a group and give the correct answers and discuss. Ask students to call out things that
come in threes (3 Stooges, 3 Little Pigs, 3 wheels on a tricycle, 3-piece suit, 3 French hens, 3 Musketeers,
3-ring circus, etc.)
Display a cut apple. Point out that the apple has three parts: skin, flesh and core. Explain how all the parts
are still one apple, yet they are all uniquely different. Say: “This is the case with what we call the Trinity:
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Impart
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”
Share the following about the Trinity:
The word Trinity cannot be found in the Bible, but the truth of it can. While there’s only one God, the
Godhead consists of three distinct persons—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. They are all equal in their
divine attributes—omniscient, omnipotent, omnipresent, eternal, and unchanging, but each is unique in
function. The Father creates a plan, Jesus Christ implements the plan, and the Holy Spirit administers the
plan. Each one relates to mankind in a different way because He has a specific role in our lives. It’s very
important to understand this distinction: We do not have three gods; we have one God in three persons
functioning uniquely and perfectly.
[Source: https://www.intouchcanada.org/read/magazine/daily-devotions/the-truth-about-the-trinity]
Share: While the apple is a great example to compare to the Trinity, this example cannot truly capture the
reality of the Trinity because the three parts of the apple can be separated but the Trinity cannot be apart
from each other.
Say: “Let’s take a look at the role of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit brings conviction and judgment (v.
7-11).”
Discuss:
• What is conviction and what does that mean? (To convince someone of sin; to feel the loathsomeness of
sin; from the Holy Spirit)
• Is conviction different from guilt? If so, how? (Yes. Conviction brings remorse and leads to repentance.
Guilt is feeling that we will get caught for our wrong actions.)
• How do we know if we’re being convicted? (We become aware of our sin and feel deep remorse.)
• Does conviction ever contradict Scripture? (No. It points to Scripture.)
Say: “The Holy Spirit provides guidance and counsel (v. 12-15). He is personal and guides us into all
Truth.”
Discuss:
• How does the Holy Spirit guide us and give us counsel?
• How does Satan try to distort the truth? Refer to Matthew 4:1-10 and how Satan attempted 		
to distort the truth by tempting Jesus.
Explain how all the things we need to be a believer are not dumped on us at once. We are not ready for all
of it when we accept and follow Christ. It’s a journey and a process.
Point students’ attention to the large sheet of paper labeled “Flesh” and the other one labeled “Spirit.”
Lead students to share actions that are of the flesh and ones that are of the Spirit. Invite a student to write
these on the appropriate sheet of paper as they are shared.
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Impart
Say: “One way the Holy Spirit reveals guidance and
counsel when it comes to actions of the flesh versus
actions of the Spirit is through the Word. Scripture is
alive. We can get different messages from it each time
we read it. We need to root everything in Scripture.”
Ask: “What exactly does that mean?”
Challenge students to identify any actions under
“Flesh” that they have dealt with recently, turn them
over to the Lord, and replace those with an action of
the Spirit. Say: “Acknowledge the work of the Holy
Spirit in your life and be grateful that we are not left
alone to figure out living in a broken world, even as a
believer.”

Study (15 minutes)
3. The ultimate plan is complete restoration of all of God’s creation.
Point students to page 40 in their Camp Guide and answer the question: “How do you respond when you
get a new outfit? A new car? A new friend? A new video game? A new beginning?” Check all that
apply.
A. Get excited.
B. Share it with others.
C. Keep it to yourself.
D. Never wear, use, or begin it.
E. Be afraid of what this newness may bring.
Allow some discussion. Share a story of something new in your life recently and how you responded.
Say: “Most of the time, when we experience something new, there is excitement with maybe some
hesitation because of the unknown.”
Point to the Truths Poster and read aloud the third statement. Say: “We should hold firm to this hope and
get excited about the coming complete restoration.”
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Impart
Lead students to open their Bibles and invite someone to read aloud Revelation 21:1-7:
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and
the sea was no more. 2 I also saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. 3 Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: Look, God’s
dwelling is with humanity, and he will live with them. They will be his peoples, and God himself will be with
them and will be their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; grief,
crying, and pain will be no more, because the previous things have passed away. 5 Then the one seated on
the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new.” He also said, “Write, because these words are faithful
and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I
will freely give to the thirsty from the spring of the water of life. 7 The one who conquers will inherit these
things, and I will be his God, and he will be my son.
Ask a student to recap these verses in his or her own words.
Discuss:
• Who wrote the Book of Revelation and is speaking in these verses? (John)
• John saw a vision. What was in it? (A new heaven and new earth, as well as a new Jerusalem)
• According to verse 3, where is God’s dwelling? (With humanity in the new earth)
• Verse 4 mentions what things that will not be in this new heaven and new earth? (Death, grief,
crying, pain)
• What is God making new in verse 5? (Not just people, but everything that God had originally 		
created.)
Lead students to close their eyes and imagine what it would be like if nobody ever cried, or experienced
pain, or walked through grief. Say: “Try to fathom life without those things. That’s what the new earth
will be like—all of that will be gone.”
Say: “Verses 3, 4, and 7 are more evidence of a personal, intimate God. These verses show how deep
our relationship with Him really should go and reminds us that we become family when we follow
Christ. As family, we receive the inheritance of the new heaven and earth. We get it because we’re
family and not because of something we did.”
Ask: “How can we practically build a relationship with God?” (Spend time with Him, read and study the
Word, listen to Him, pray, worship Him, etc.)

Point to the God’s Family Tree Poster. Distribute a small sticky note and pen to each student. Instruct them
to print their first name on the sticky note and then take it and stick it to the tree diagram. Say: “This is a
depiction of what God wants—for everyone to come to know and follow Christ and become part of
His family. If you have not done that yet , talk to your youth pastor about it today.”
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Impart
Say: “Restoration isn’t coming. It has already come. We should be living confidently in the present
restoration that we’ve received and the future restoration that is to come. We experience a place of
victory, knowing that better is coming. This is our future.”
Ask: “Why do we often hesitate to allow God’s restorative power in our lives? How are you living in
confidence about the future restoration of the world?”
Say: “Restoration can be painful because many times it calls us to action.”
Ask: “What are some examples of how restoration can be painful?” (Give something up, apply
something to our life that makes us uncomfortable or causes us to go the extra mile, etc.)
Say: “Today’s name for God is Alpha and Omega.” Point to the Names of God Poster.
Share: God identifies himself as “Alpha and Omega” in verse 6 of Revelation 21. Alpha is the first letter
of the Greek alphabet while Omega is the last letter. It would be the same as saying A to Z in the English
alphabet. God is absolutely the beginning and absolutely the end. Everything that is originates ultimately
in Him. He was there from the beginning. And everything will somehow end with Him. He will have the final
word. He is the eternal God, ever present and never changing.
Ask students to ponder what these truths mean for them personally.

Impact
Reflect (10 minutes)
Note: Before class, set these up as stations and divide your group into three smaller teams, assigning each
team one of these as a starting point. Then, allow students to rotate around the three at their own pace.

Christ
Ponder this question:
• What brokenness are you holding onto and not allowing God to restore?
Holding onto this pain may do you more damage than good. Pray and ask God to help you turn this over to
Him and allow Him to bring restoration.

REVELATION 21:3

SUMMER 2019

74

DAY  4:
Main Point:

Restore

Through Christ, we are made new and are given the Holy Spirit to live out His intended design. This enables us to spread hope of restoration
to a broken world.

Impact
Take an index card and print the word “restore” at the top. Jot down any decision(s) you’ve made at camp
this week and things you have learned. Be sure to act on and apply these when you return home. Ask
someone to keep you accountable.

Community
We should want to see the work of restoration in those around us. Ponder these questions.
• Who in your life is encouraging you to live in the Spirit, not in the flesh?
• Are you being that for someone else? If not, how can you be that in the days ahead?
• Do you know someone who needs encouragement to live in the Spirit?
Challenge: As you return home, find someone who will pour into you spiritually and then find someone else
that you can pour into in a similar way.
Respond to these questions on the index card you used in the Christ station or take a new one.
• How can you get involved at your church to become more kingdom-minded?
• Do you have relationships with people in different generations at your church? What are
some of the benefits of that?
• How will applying what you have learned this week make a difference in your youth group?

Culture
So, we can agree that we live in a broken world. Where will you start to make a difference in your world?
On separate sticky notes, write the names of folks whom you can reach out to and list an action you can take
with each.
• Family member:
• Neighbor:
• Friend:
Keep these notes and commit to making a difference in your world.
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Impact
Key Verse Activity (5 mins)
“Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: Look,
God’s dwelling is with humanity, and he will live with
them. They will be his peoples, and God himself will
be with them and will be their God” (Revelation 21:3).
• Instruct girls to say the first sentence in
unison, followed by the boys saying 		
the second sentence in unison. Repeat this
a couple of times.
• Direct students to say the verse together
with everyone using a loud voice to speak
beginning with “Look, God’s dwelling . . .
and then repeat this a couple of times.
• Cover these key words in the verse: voice,
throne, dwelling, humanity, live, peoples,
God, them, God. Lead students to recite the verse aloud, remembering the covered words.
Repeat this a couple of times.
• Cover the entire verse and see if the group can say it from memory.

Prayer
Refer students to the Gospel Conversations Poster. Provide markers. After the closing prayer, encourage
students to color in a box for each gospel conversation they had this week. Share how our lessons this week
covered the Three Circles Method Evangelistic Method. Refer to the Three Cirlces Diagram on page 47 of
the Camp Guide.
Lead in prayer: “God, thanks for Your restoration work in our lives and for the hope we have in a future
with You. Help us to lead those who are broken to You and make a difference in our broken world.”
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Commentary
Philippians 2:13
SUPPORTING IDEA: See people like Paul serve God in humility and follow their example in living the saved
life day by day.
2:13. This outcome is possible not through human effort but because God indwells you and is working
in you. Christians must demonstrate they are saved by allowing God to work through them. Salvation
is by grace through faith. Saving faith surrenders all of life to God and His purpose, producing maturity
demonstrated in good works. As Christians mature and allow God to work through their lives, they find God
is accomplishing His purposes in them even when they are not aware of those purposes.
Matthew 6:33
SUPPORTING IDEA: Jesus’ followers must be motivated by confidence in the Father’s provision for their basic
needs.
6:33. If our life is not to be preoccupied with fretting over basic needs, what is our concern to be? The
answer is, His kingdom and His righteousness. Those two terms are almost synonymous. God’s kingdom
means His sovereign rule in heaven and on earth, most particularly in and through the life of the individual
believer. To seek His kingdom is to seek to ensure that His righteousness is done in heaven, on earth, and,
most particularly, in and through our lives.
We are to seek first God’s kingdom and righteousness. Everything starts here. This is to be our consuming
priority. So it is important to remind ourselves of some basic kingdom realities. How does a person find
God’s righteousness that characterizes His kingdom? Jesus started His sermon by pointing out our utter
spiritual bankruptcy. We have no righteousness of our own. Even our best attitudes and actions do not
procure it. Righteousness comes as a merciful gift, grace through faith (Eph. 2:4-10)
The first reference to righteousness that we find in Scripture is Genesis 15:6. Abraham knew how a person
received grace, and the apostle Paul confirmed it (Rom. 4:2-25). The New Testament makes it clear that the
righteousness of God comes through faith in Jesus Christ (Rom. 3:22-24). That is the only way we may enter
into God’s kingdom. Jesus clarified this issue for Nicodemus (John 3:3). We cannot see the kingdom of God
unless we are “born again.”
So everything begins with our seeking his kingdom and righteousness. In fact, we are to keep on seeking
God’s kingdom and righteousness. But we are not to seek in the sense of looking for something hidden.
Rather, we are to look for every opportunity to expand more fully His already established rule in our lives
and in our world, in anticipation of the day when believers will reign with Him (Matt. 19:27-29; Rom. 8:17; 2
Tim. 2:12; Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21) when He establishes His kingdom fully on this earth.
Notice how this passage (6:25-34), which seemed to be taking us in a new direction, actually returns us to
the theme of 6:19-24—that we are not to allow anything to distract us from total devotion to God and His
kingdom. This is the one priority we must embrace. Money and other concerns can distract us.
Three times in verses 32 and 33, we find the phrase all these things. We might imagine Jesus using it
somewhat disparagingly. This was not to belittle the importance of basic necessities, but to place them at
the back of the mind of His disciples, far behind His kingdom and righteousness in importance.
“All these things” are what pagans (and the Pharisees) scrambled after. “All these things” are thoroughly
known by the Father. “All these things” will fall into place when we put God’s kingdom and righteousness in
its proper place and serve the kingdom’s interests.
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John 16:7-15
SUPPORTING IDEA: Persecution comes to those who faithfully stand up for Christ. The Book of Acts barely
gets underway as two of these disciples (Peter and John) are arrested for their proclamation of the
resurrection (Acts 4:1-3). So the promise of the Spirit also warns that those who are filled with the Spirit will
suffer for their faith.
16:5-7. The Lord told the disciples He was leaving them and going back to the Father. This caused them
deep sorrow. But in fact, the glass was half-full rather than half-empty. If Jesus did not leave, the Counselor
could not come, and He had important work to do in the world. Jesus did not say why the Holy Spirit could
not come until He went away, but we understand from the New Testament that the Son’s return to glory was
a condition for sending the Holy Spirit to work in the world.
But that is our perspective. We dare not let our understanding, derived from the text of the entire New
Testament, detract from the fear and confusion the disciples must have felt on this dreary night.
Imagine a mother of two children whose husband has been away on business. She must go to the airport
to pick him up. She informs the children that they will be alone at home for three or four hours while she
makes this lengthy trip across the city. They do not want her to leave; they fear what might happen to them;
they want to go with her. But for a variety of reasons she must go alone. She assures them that all will be
better for the family when she returns with their father, whom they have missed. The anticipation and
reluctance of those children can be magnified many times by the sadness of the disciples on this occasion.
16:8. Many evangelistic sermons have been preached with three points prominently displayed—sin,
righteousness, and judgment. We will look at these words in the following verses, but here we want to
concentrate on the central verb convict that translates the Greek word elegcho. What did Jesus mean when
He said the Holy Spirit will convict the world of guilt? Translations have handled the word differently,
choosing English words like reprove or convince. In the Septuagint, we see the word primarily focused on
correction (Job 5:17; Ps. 141:5; Prov. 3:11-12).
Since the New Testament speaks often of the Holy Spirit’s work in the lives of believers, we find it a little
more difficult to understand what the Spirit does in the world (kosmos). We must not miss the important
words “to you” at the end of verse 7. The Holy Spirit does not float around the cosmos like Casper the
friendly ghost, spreading general feelings of conviction. The New Testament makes it plain that conviction
and awareness of sin come through the hearing of Scripture. Godet emphasizes the Holy Spirit’s work
“through the agency of the disciples” and says, “The discourse of St. Peter at Pentecost and its results are
the best commentary on this promise” (Godet, II, p. 309).
The reference to world, as we have seen repeatedly in this Gospel, centers in the unbelieving society which
will be challenged and shaken in its devotion to sin by the power of the Word and the Spirit working through
God’s people. John centered on the Spirit’s work to unbelievers in verses 8-11 and then switched to His work
in believers in verses 12-15.
16:9. The last part of verse 9 offers the key to this section. The work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of
Christians convicts unsaved people because their message radiates Christ. Unbelief is the condemning sin
that closes the door to heaven and opens the door to hell. People do not go to hell because they smoke,
drink, or curse but because they reject faith in Christ. Furthermore, this sin characterizes every unregenerate
person. God is not looking for perfect people but people who are willing to accept atonement that He has
already provided.
16:10. The Holy Spirit also convicts the world in regard to righteousness. This element of the message is
connected to the ascension which completed the glorification process and therefore proved the
righteousness of Christ (Pss. 17:1,15; 24:1-4). It is not that the world does not believe in righteousness;

REVELATION 21:3

SUMMER 2019

78

DAY  4:
Main Point:

Restore

Through Christ, we are made new and are given the Holy Spirit to live out His intended design. This enables us to spread hope of restoration
to a broken world.

Commentary
unbelievers and believers alike magnify the work of people like Albert Schweitzer and Mother Teresa. But
the world only believes in relative righteousness, and Christ’s righteousness is absolute.
These chapters tell us how the Counselor, the Spirit of truth, can produce God’s righteous fruit in our lives
that is patterned after the life and righteousness of Jesus himself. People do not see their need for Christ
and do not believe in Him (v. 9) because they have a confused view of righteousness unformed by the truth.
Justification is a central issue in salvation, and it has everything to do with righteousness. God declares
believers righteous on the basis of the death of Christ who paid the penalty for sin.
16:11. Here is where so much preaching on this passage goes awry. A discussion of sin and righteousness
seems to lead almost automatically to a warning about judgment for those who reject Christ. But the word
because that appears after each of these keywords indicates that the Lord was not talking about “judgment
to come” as he did in 12:31-32. The final judgment of this world and Satan was accomplished at Calvary.
That great enemy of truth is now living on borrowed time. Judgment will come, but the focus here is on an
awareness that the prince of this world now stands condemned.
16:12-13. Verse 12 is a good example of progressive revelation—the principle that God does not dump all
truth at one time and expect us to remember it but teaches us truths as we need to know them. The Bible
itself is the greatest example of this as we read God’s progressive unfolding of the plan of salvation from
Genesis to Revelation. Does the phrase more than you can now bear mean the disciples were not able to
understand everything or that they could not accomplish necessary ministry without the Holy Spirit’s help?
We should probably conclude that both were true. But when the Counselor comes, it will be a different
situation. He will teach God’s truth to believers.
Some people see this passage relating only to the revelatory work of the Spirit in the lives of those who
wrote the New Testament. Certainly that is in view, but there is a broader emphasis here on illumination as
well as revelation—the Spirit of God enabling us to understand what others have written about God’s truth.
How often Jesus told anyone who would listen that He had no personal agenda, no particular message of
His own. He had been sent by the Father and would proclaim only the Father’s truth. Now He said exactly
the same thing about the Holy Spirit.
All truth is God’s truth and it comes to us through creation, through the person of Jesus, and through the
Scriptures. Tenney tells us that “‘Guide’ implies leadership toward a person who is interested in travelling on
the right path, but who needs help in finding it. The believer may not have progressed far along the way of
truth, but is desirous of going on in the right direction, and needs the good offices of the Spirit to conduct
him on his way” (Tenney, p. 235).
16:14-15. When truth is communicated and believed, it brings glory to God. More specifically, the Holy
Spirit, the Counselor, will glorify the Son of God by telling Christians even more about God’s truth than Jesus
had time to do during his brief years on earth. These verses are fulfilled repeatedly when people in our day
read the writings of Paul or Peter and know more about Jesus because the Holy Spirit first revealed it and
now explains it.
16:16. Finally, the Lord emphasized the purpose of truth by reminding the disciples one more time that He
was leaving. This verse serves as a connection between the early part of chapter 16 and the remainder that
deals with the disciples’ reaction to Jesus’ departure. The phrase you will see me appears again in verses
17-19 and reminds us of 14:18: “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” (CSB)
Bible scholars argue whether this refers to the second coming, the arrival of the Counselor, or the return of
Jesus from the dead after the resurrection. It seems that the context best fits a post-resurrection
appearance, although other interpretations are possible. But the meaning was not clear to the disciples.
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Revelation 21:1-7
SUPPORTING IDEA: The arrival of the New Jerusalem symbolizes God’s everlasting presence among His
resurrected, redeemed people.
21:1-2. After the solemn judgment scene at the great white throne, the scene of the New Jerusalem
provided welcome relief for John. The bowls of God’s judgment in Revelation 16 had demolished the old
earth. At the beginning of the final judgment, “earth and sky fled from his presence” (20:11, CSB). What
would happen now that the first heaven and the first earth had passed away? John saw a new heaven and
a new earth. Whether he meant a transformation of the old elements of the universe and a renovation or
whether this is a brand-new universe is not clear. What he saw, however, transcends anything that could exist
in the universe as we now understand it (for example, life on earth without a sun, v. 23).
The first of seven enemies for God’s people that will exist no longer is the sea (for the others, see v. 4 and
22:3,5). Commentators differ in their understanding of what the absence of the sea implies. However, the
first great monster had come out of the sea (13:1), and the surging oceans had been a suitable metaphor for
the wicked of Isaiah’s day: “But the wicked are like the storm-tossed sea, for it cannot be still, and its water
churns up mire and muck.” (Isaiah 57:20, CSB).
John’s panoramic focus quickly narrows to the Holy City, the new Jerusalem. She is obviously the
counterpart to the wicked prostitute Babylon. If Babylon was Dame Civilization in her final embodiment as a
wicked city, then New Jerusalem is “God’s People” in her eternal flowering as a holy city. The symbols John
uses to picture the eternal state exceed our ability to understand them.
By beginning his description that she is coming down out of heaven, John conveys that the final home of
the redeemed is earth itself for eternity. God created humanity to dwell on the earth, and His plan is for a
new earth to be their place forever. In fact, one striking note about this vision of the New Jerusalem is the
reappearance of the Tree of Life—one of the main items found in Eden, the first home of mankind (Gen. 2:9;
Rev. 22:2).
In Revelation 19:7, John had heard from a heavenly multitude praising God about the wedding of the Lamb
and the preparation of the bride. Now, at last, when he sees the city he compares her to a bride beautifully
dressed. A human bride is her most splendid only on her wedding day. Here is a bride whose radiance
will never fade. The description of the bride’s attire begins in verse 11, emphasizing that she exists for her
husband, the Lamb-Bridegroom.
21:3-4. For the third and final time John hears a loud voice from the throne (16:17; 19:5). The word for
dwelling is traditionally translated “tabernacle” or “tent.” When the Israelites had lived in the wilderness
after the Exodus, God’s presence was evident through the tent (Exod. 40:34). Part of the reward for Israel’s
obedience to God was, “I will put my dwelling place [tabernacle] among you, and I will not abhor you. I
will walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people” (Lev. 26:11-12). Israel’s disobedience, of
course, led finally to the destruction of the temple.
The permanent remedy began when God became enfleshed in Jesus: “The Word became flesh and dwelt
among us” (John 1:14, CSB). A form of the same verb translated “made his dwelling” in John 1:14 is now
used by the heavenly voice: he will live with them. Here, then, is the final eternal fulfillment of Leviticus 26.
They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God is a divine promise often
made, particularly in context of the new covenant (Jer. 31:33; 32:38; Ezek. 37:27; 2 Cor. 6:16). In eternity, it will
find full completion in its most glorious sense. One striking note here is that the word translated “people,”
while often singular in Revelation (for example, 18:4), here is plural, literally “peoples.” This points to the
great ethnic diversity of those in heaven.
The great multitude who came out of the Great Tribulation received the pledge of many blessings
including the final removal of any cause for tears (7:15-17). Now this promise extends to every citizen-saint
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of the New Jerusalem. The picture of God himself gently taking a handkerchief and wiping away all tears is
overwhelming. It pictures the removal of four more enemies:
• Death—destroyed and sent to the fiery lake (20:14; 1 Cor. 15:26)
• Mourning—caused by death and sin, but also ironically the eternal experience of those who loved 		
the prostitute (18:8)
• Crying—one result of the prostitute’s cruelty to the saints (18:24)
• Pain—the first penalty inflicted on mankind at the Fall is finally lifted at last (Gen. 3:16)
All these belonged to the old order of things where sin and death were present. The last thought could
also be translated, “The former things are gone.” No greater statement of the end of one kind of existence
and the beginning of a new one can be found in Scripture.
21:5. In chapter 21 the first speaker was an unidentified voice from the throne. John now hears a second
speaker. The throne is the great throne of heaven, first seen in 4:2, but most recently the place of final
judgment (20:11). The Judge of the final reckoning was Christ. Now He speaks, as Creator rather than as
Judge. Isaiah had foreseen this new creation (Isa. 65:17). During His earthly life Jesus had pledged, “I am
going away [to my Father’s house] to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2,CSB), suggesting a process of
creation. Now His statement that I am making everything new emphasizes both the process and settled
determination of Jesus to establish this eternal reality.
The angel in charge of this vision had commanded John earlier to write a “blessed” followed by a solemn
affirmation of its divine trustworthiness (19:9). Now Jesus Himself urges John to write this down, apparently
the entire vision sequence. An equally solemn affirmation follows, applying especially to the words just
spoken. They are trustworthy and true words because they issue from the one whose name is “Faithful and
True” (19:11; the vocabulary is identical in the original).
21:6-8. When the seventh judgment bowl of divine wrath had been poured out, a great voice declared, “It
is done” (16:17, CSB). The wrath of God had been fully manifested at that point. Now Christ Himself makes
the same declaration about the glory of God, fully declared through the appearing of new Jerusalem.
At the beginning of Revelation the Lord God Almighty called Himself the Alpha and Omega (1:8), the A
and Z, the one who existed from before the beginning and beyond the end. Now Christ also lays claim to
this title (see 22:13). This time the letters are explained as the Beginning and the End. All things are created
by Christ (source) and all things will end in him (goal). The apostle Paul declared the same truth in Colossians
1:16: “all things were created by him and for him.”
The last words of this vision declare again the two possible final destinies. Two images describe those
who receive eternal life. First is the figure of drinking without cost from the spring of the water of life. This
immediately brings to mind God’s invitation to salvation through Isaiah:
Come, everyone who is thirsty, come to the water; and you without silver,come, buy, and eat! (Isaiah 55:1,
CSB).
Even greater was Jesus’ declaration at the Feast of Tabernacles: “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me[a]
and drink. (John 7:37, CSB; see also 4:14). Later on, John will see this same picture further developed as an
everlasting river flowing through New Jerusalem (22:1,17).
If the first image is of quenched thirst, the second is of family: “I will be his God, and he will be my son.”
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(Revelation 21:7, CSB) Both pictures include a notion of deliberate intention. Nobody accidentally receives
eternal life. It is reserved for those who recognize their need (are thirsty) and demonstrate their faith through
their good deeds (he who overcomes; see also 2:7,11,17,26; 3:5,12,21). Although this is the only time that
Revelation compares heaven to something Christians will inherit, the epistles use it often, notably Ephesians
1:14 and 1 Peter 1:4.
The contrast to eternal life is the fiery lake of burning sulfur, that is, the second death, already described
as the destination of the wicked at the end of the final judgment (20:14-15). The passage about the final
judgment had stated only that the books will be opened and the dead will be judged for their works (20:12).
Now the damned are described by the deeds they had done. The specific deeds are to be seen particularly
in light of the coming of the sea monster and great prostitute:
• Cowardly—those who gave in to the threats of the beast and served him
• Unbelieving—those who were unfaithful and lacking in genuine trust
• Vile—those who polluted themselves by worshiping the beast
• Murderers—those who killed the saints during the beast’s rule of terror
• Sexually immoral—those who gave themselves over to the great prostitute
• Practitioners of magic arts—see 9:21 for this and the previous two evils
• Idolaters—worshipers of any false god, but particularly of the beast’s image
• All liars—these are earlier condemned in Revelation (3:9; 14:5)
The first three may apply to professing believers who became apostate, thus demonstrating that they were
never truly redeemed. The entire list applies to those who never sincerely committed themselves to Christ.
Here is a strong exhortation to the readers of the letter to maintain steadfast loyalty to Christ.
Thus, just as John’s second vision had ended with the solemn note of God’s wrath poured out at a point in
time on Babylon the Great (16:17-21), so now his third vision concludes. This time, however, the wrath of God
is poured out forever in the lake of fire.
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General Tips
1. Learn names. Find a way that works for you and do it. This doesn’t sound like much, but when you know
their names, students feel you are interested in and care abot them.
2. Study the student information card. The questions really help in starting relationships. You may want to
think of some more questions such as favorite toy, movie, worst date, proudest moment, etc.
3. Do your best to hang out and talk with students during meals and hang time. Granted, sometimes they
will be preoccupied with others, but find times to talk with them.
4. Be yourself. The Bible study materials, as written, are great, but allow it to take on your personality and
teach it the way that is best suited to you.
5. Love students, but lead them. You will have times that you will want them to think you are the coolest, but
make sure you lead them. Being a Bible study leader is not a popularity contest.
6. Do not compare yourself or your group to others. Anytime we compare, we will always come out the
loser. Focus on your students and your call to the job.
7. Don’t focus on negatives, but believe you have a great group—because you do.
8. Don’t give up when you have a tough group or they don’t meet your expectations. They can and will be a
great group if you lead them the way they need to be led. Study your group and meet them where they are.
9. Pray, pray, and pray some more for your students. Pray over the seats before opening night. Pray over
chairs in your Bible study room daily. Pray with students. Pray!
10. Don’t just hang out with the “fun kids,” “popular kids,” or “pretty kids” in your group. Try to build
relationships with all of them. Some may not be responsive, but you may just be surprised if you try.
11. When you need help, ask for it. Other staffers and your leadership will be ready to help.
12. Your Bible study may flop one day. Do your best to fix it.
13. Allow the Holy Spirit to speak and teach through you. Pray for this each day.
14. See Bible study as a time of worship and lead that way.
15. Don’t stay up too late. Lack of sleep will eventually affect you in your Bible Study.
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16. Keep personal time with the Lord a priority throughout the summer.
17. Be forgiving. They are kids.
18. Look for students who need encouragement and encourage them.
19. Build them as a group.
20. Challenge students to minister to one another.
21. Help them search for why they are in this specific Bible study group.

Classroom Management
1. Set expectations from the beginning and hold students to that (especially day 1) to make the rest of the
week easier. Be consistent from day to day.
2. Tell students on opening night that Bible study is God’s time, to respect that and be prepared to listen to
what He is saying.
3. Do not be afraid to have students sit in a different area if they are being disruptive where they are.
4. Allow rowdy/active students to be active. Forcing an active student to sit alone in silence will most likely
cause a larger distraction.
5. Be prepared! Do not procrastinate setting up for Bible study. If you are prepared, you will have confidence
and in turn, Bible study will run smoother.
6. Set the tone the first night and watch your own attitude and enthusiasm. Students will feed off of you.
7. On your Bible study outline, keep a maximum and minimum time for each section.
8. Do not allow down time. In other words, know where you are going and move from one thing to the next
with easy, smooth, and quick transitions.
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9. Learn names of students. They have more respect for you, and it is easier to stop a behavior that is a
distraction.
10. Know your material backward and forward so you are able to keep a flow throughout Bible study
regardless of time, tangents, etc.
11. Do not yell over your students. Silence is your friend.
12. Address disruptive behavior immediately. Pull students aside, make expectations clear.
13. If your group is sleepy, lead them to stand and stretch or take a move break.
14. Walk around during Bible study. Do not sit during group discussion time. Keep moving around from
group to group.
15. Keep your frustrations to yourself. Do not allow this to show.
16. Give all students a note card to hold throughout Bible study if they are too nervous to ask questions out
loud or if it is not pertinent at the time.
17. Establish a healthy learning environment from the beginning. Students must feel safe. They must feel
comfortable to participate and ask questions. Students must feel like what you are teaching is relevant.
18. Keep calm at all times. Do not panic. Never let them see you sweat.

Classroom Decorating & Maintenance Tips
1. Classrooms should be neat, professional, colorful and distraction free. We want to create a learning
environment where students can hear from the Lord and experience life change.
2. Be aware of what your location wants you to use to hang items on the wall-masking tape, painters tape,
packing tape, sticky tack, push pins, etc. Do not use tape on walls that may pull off the paint. Do not use
sticky tack if it will leave a greasy spot.
3. When taping items to a wall, roll the tape and place on the back of the poster, butcher paper or whatever
you are hanging. Tape should not be seen on the outside of the item being hung.
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4. When you cut an item to display, make sure you cut in straight lines.
5. Handwriting should be neat and readable. Get someone who has good handwriting to write your posters,
if you need to. It makes a big difference.
6. Use color-coding. Pick one color to represent each day of Bible study and then make all of your posters,
Bible study note cards, etc. match that color for the day. This can help both you and students keep things
straight.
7. Use colored posters/butcher paper when you can, instead of white.
8. Display your Bible study name in your room. Consider creating a signing wall. Purchase a bed sheet or
use butcher paper, write the Bible study name on it really big, then have students sign the sheet each week
so you can take it home at the end of the summer.
9. If you have activities that need to be written out each week for Bible study, write them ALL out during
prep-time during Training Week. That way, all of your BS prep for the whole summer is done.
10. Make sure you have a set place for everything. Don’t just keep markers in a pile on the floor, but have an
actual place for them, etc.
11. Include your students in keeping everything looking neat. Bible study isn’t over until everyone has helped
get the classroom back in order.
12. During reset each week, make sure you have all butcher paper pulled and labeled for each day. Also,
make sure you have enough index cards, pens, etc. Don’t wait for each day to grab your supplies. Your week
will be much smoother if everything is already set.
13. Even after you have everything prepared, make sure you check your room before opening night. We are
rarely the only activity on campus, so make sure that everything is ready to go where you left it.
14. Feel free to collect items to bring from home that are thematic, the color of your Bible study flag, or that
relate to your Bible study name.
15. Consider purchasing a 3-drawer plastic storage organizer to store your supplies.
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