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G R A C E   C O M M U N I T Y 
Presbyterian Church, PCA 

ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
September 16, 2018 

10:30 AM 
Reflection: 

“What the Savior demands in Luke 14:26 and other passages is 
complete devotion, the type of loyalty that is so true and unswerving 
that every other attachment, even that to one’s own life, must be 
subjected to it.”        Simon Kistemaker 

 
Prelude 
 
Welcome 

——————WORSHIP IN PRAISE—————— 
Silent Preparation 
 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

Call to Worship............................................................................Psalm 90 
 
Minister: Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 

People: Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you 
had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to 
everlasting you are God. 

Minister:  For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when 
it is past, or as a watch in the night. 

People:  So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart 
of wisdom. 

Prayer of Invocation  
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Hymn of Invocation........................Our God, Our Help in Ages Past (#30) 

 

 

“His providences, if duly observed, promote holiness by stopping up our way to 
sin. O, if men would but note the designs of God in his preventive providences, 
how useful would it be to keep them upright and holy in their ways! For why is 
it that the Lord so often hedges up our way with thorns, as it is in Hosea ii. 6, but 
that we should not find our paths to sin? One morsel of God’s provision, 
especially when it comes in unexpectedly, and upon prayer, when wants are 
most, will be more sweet.”              John Flavel  
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Hymn of Preparation.......................Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted (#257) 

 
——————WORSHIP IN CONFESSION AND PARDON—————— 

Call to Confession...............................................................from Matthew 5 
You have heard that it was said, You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to 

you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, 

tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members 
than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 

Prayer of Confession  
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Words of Comfort and Promise............................................from 1 Peter 3 
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, 

that he might bring us to God 

Hymn of Response................................................................In Christ Alone 

 

 
“When we see salvation whole, its every single part is found in Christ, And so we 
must beware lest we derive the smallest drop from somewhere else. For if we seek 
salvation, the very name of Jesus teaches us that he possesses it.”     
               Sinclair Ferguson  
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 Confession of Faith …....................The Westminster Shorter Catechism*  
Rev. Davis W. Morgan 

 
 

Minister:  What offices does Christ execute as our redeemer? 
 
People:  Christ, as our redeemer, executes6 the offices of a 

prophet, of a priest, and of a king, both in his estate of 
humiliation and exaltation. 

 
Minister:  How does Christ execute the office of a prophet? 
 
People:  Christ executes the office of a prophet, in revealing to us, 

by his word and Spirit, the will of God for our salvation. 
 
Minister:  How does Christ execute the office of a priest? 
 
People:  Christ executes the office of a priest, in his once offering 

up of himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, and 
reconcile us to God; and in making continual 
intercession for us. 

 
Minister:   How does Christ execute the office of a king? 
 
People:  Christ executes the office of a king, in subduing us to 

himself, in ruling and defending us, and in restraining 
and conquering all his and our enemies. 

 
 

When the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America was formed in 
1788, it adopted (with minor revisions) the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
Larger and Shorter Catechisms (1647), as its secondary standards (the Bible itself 
being the only infallible rule of faith and practice). Officers in the Presbyterian 
Church in America (PCA) take a vow to "sincerely receive and adopt" these 
confessional documents "as containing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy 
Scriptures."  
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——————WORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACE————— 

The First Reading of God’s Word............................Deuteronomy 13:1-11  
p 157 

 
The Second Reading of God’s Word....................................Luke 14:25-35 

p 874 
 Reader: This is the Word of God. 
 People: Amen! 
Prayer of Consecration 

We offer an optional Children’s Church for children 4 years old through 
1st grade. If you choose to have your children participate, you may dismiss 
them for CC as we sing the hymn printed below. Please know we welcome 
and encourage your children to remain with you during the sermon. 
However, in CC they will be hearing from the same text that the sermon is 
based upon, so you may discuss the message as a family after church if you 
wish to do so. 

Hymn of Preparation...........................................In Christ Alone (Verse 4)  

 
 
Hearing from God’s Word....................................................Luke 14:25-35  
Rev. Kyle Oliphint                          Doubling Down 
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Please see instructions on the inside back cover of your bulletin 

Use the quotes below to help focus your heart and mind on this celebration:  
“God's grace is the most incredible and insurmountable truth ever to 
be revealed to the human heart, which is why God has given us His 
Holy Spirit to superintend the process of more fully revealing the 
majesty of the work done on our behalf by our Savior. He teaches us to 
first cling to, and then enables us to adore with the faith He so 
graciously supplies, the mercy of God. This mercy has its cause and 
effect in the work of Jesus on the cross.”   John Bunyan  
 
“If your Lord calls you to suffering, do not be dismayed, for He will 
provide a deeper portion of Christ in your suffering. The softest pillow will 
be placed under your head though you must set your bare feet among 
thorns. Do not be afraid at suffering for Christ, for He has a sweet peace for 
a sufferer. God has called you to Christ's side, and if the wind is now in His 
face, you cannot expect to rest on the sheltered side of the hill. You cannot 
be above your Master who received many an innocent stroke. The greatest 
temptation out of hell is to live without trials. A pool of standing water will 
turn stagnant. Faith grows more with the sharp winter storm in its face. 
Grace withers without adversity. You cannot sneak quietly into heaven 
without a cross. Crosses form us into His image. They cut away the pieces 
of our corruption. Lord cut, carve, wound; Lord do anything to perfect 
Your image in us and make us fit for glory! We need winnowing before we 
enter the kingdom of God. O what I owe to the file, hammer, and furnace! 
Why should I be surprised at the plough that makes such deep furrows in 
my soul? Whatever direction the wind blows, it will blow us to the Lord. 
His hand will direct us safely to the heavenly shore to find the weight of 
eternal glory. As we look back to our pains and suffering, we shall see that 
suffering is not worthy to be compared to our first night's welcome home in 
heaven. If we could smell of heaven and our country above, our crosses 
would not bite us. Lay all your loads by faith on Christ, ease yourself, and 
let Him bear all. He can, He does, and He will bear you. Whether God 
comes with a rod or a crown, He comes with Himself. "Have courage, I am 
your salvation!" Welcome, welcome Jesus!”                  Samuel Rutherford 
 
“A weak faith can lay hold on a strong Christ. Until sin be bitter, 
Christ will not be sweet.”               Thomas Watson 
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Communion Hymns
My Faith Looks up to Thee (#528) – William Ray Palmer/Lowell Mason 

1. My faith looks up to thee,  
Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine!  
Now hear me while I pray,  
Take all my guilt away,  
O let me from this day be wholly thine! 
 
2. May thy rich grace impart  
Strength to my fainting heart,  
My zeal inspire!  
As thou hast died for me,  
O may my love to thee  
Pure, warm, and changeless be,  
A living fire!  

3. While life's dark maze I tread,  
And griefs around me spread,  
Be thou my guide;  
Bid darkness turn to day,  
Wipe sorrow's tears away,  
Nor let me ever stray from thee aside.  
 
4. When ends life's transient dream,  
When death's cold, sullen stream  
Shall o'er me roll;  
Blest Savior, then in love,  
Fear and distrust remove;  
O bear me safe above, a ransomed soul.  
 

O Love Incomprehensible –Anne Steele and Augustus Toplady/Kevin Twit 
Chorus: O Love incomprehensible  
That made Thee bleed for me  
The Judge of all has suffered death  
To set His prisoner free. 
 
1. What pain what soul-oppressing pain  
The Great Redeemer bore  
While bloody sweat like drops of 
rain Distilled from every pore. Chorus 
 
2. Arraigned at Pilate’s shameful 
bar, Unparalleled disgrace!  
See spotless innocence appear  
In guilt’s detested place. Chorus 

3. The spotless Savior lived for me,  
And died upon the mount  
The obedience of His life and death,  
Is placed to my account! Chorus 
 
4. “Tis finished!” now aloud He cries,  
No more the Law requires  
And now, amazing sacrifice,  
The Lord of Life expires! Chorus 
 
5. On Thee alone my hope relies,  
Beneath Thy cross I fall  
My Lord, my Life, my Sacrifice,  
My Savior and my All! Chorus 
 

Who is This? – William Walsham How/Christopher Miner 
1. Who is this, so weak and helpless,  
Child of lowly Hebrew maid,  
Rudely in a stable sheltered,  
Coldly in a manger laid?  
Tis the Lord of all creation,  
Who this wondrous path has trod;  
He is Lord from everlasting,  
And to everlasting God. 
 
2. Who is this, a Man of Sorrows,  
Walking sadly life’s hard way,  
Homeless, weary, sighing, weeping  
Over sin and Satan’s sway?  
Tis our God, our glorious Savior,  
Who above the starry sky  
Is for us a place preparing,  
Where no tear can dim the eye. 

3. Who is this? Behold him shedding  
Drops of blood upon the ground!  
Who is this, despised, rejected,  
Mocked, insulted, beaten, bound?  
Tis our God, Who gifts and graces  
On His church is pouring down;  
Who shall smite in holy vengeance  
All His foes beneath His throne. 
 
4. Who is this that hangs there dying  
While the rude world scoffs and scorns,  
Numbered with the malefactors,  
Torn with nails, and crowned with 
thorns? Tis our God Who lives forever  
Mid the shining ones on high,  
In the glorious golden city,  
Reigning everlastingly.
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———————WORSHIP IN GRATITUDE—————— 
Offertory...................................................................................All for Jesus 

 

All for Jesus! All for Jesus! 
All my being’s ransomed powers,  

All my thoughts and words and doings,  
All my days and all my hours. 

Let my hands perform his bidding, 
Let my feet run in his ways; 

Let my eyes see Jesus only, 
Let my lips speak forth his praise. 
Since my eyes were fixed on Jesus, 

I’ve lost sight of all beside; 
So enchanted spirit’s vision, 

Looking at the Crucified. 
 

 

Closing Hymn..........................................................................Jesus Is Lord  
 

 
Benediction
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For 2018, our church budget is $501,023. We will keep you updated with each 
monthly total here: 

• 1st Quarter: $129,472 
• 2nd Quarter: $133,124 

• July: $50,088 
• Aug: $41,290 

For 2018, we are providing a basic Family Worship plan to help our families to 
more regularly worship together during the week.   

Weekly Hymn: Our God, Our Help in Ages Past  
Shorter Catechism for Young Children –  

• Q86: What is the second commandment? 
• Answer: The second commandment is "You shall not make for yourself a 

carved image—any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is 
in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you shall not 
bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and 
fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing mercy to thousands, 
to those who love Me and keep My commandments." 

Shorter Catechism –  

• Q86: What is faith in Jesus Christ? 
• Answer: Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby we receive and 

rest upon him alone for salvation, as he is offered to us in the gospel. 

Bible Reading: 

• Sun – 9/16 – 1 Peter 4 & Psalm 115-116 
• Mon – 9/17– 1 Peter 5 & Psalm 117-118 
• Tue – 9/18 – 2 Peter 1 & Psalm 119:1-40 
• Wed – 9/19 – 2 Peter 2 & Psalm 119:41-64 
• Thurs – 9/20 – 2 Peter 3 & Psalm 119:65-88 
• Fri – 9/21 – 1 John 1 & Psalm 119:89-128 
• Sat – 9/22 – 1 John 2 & Psalm 119:129-176 

Next Week’s Preaching Passage:  

• Luke 15:1-10 

Nursery Volunteers (please arrive by 10:15) 
• Today: Jeff and Pam Deal 

• Next week: Alan and Katie Eaves 
§ 9/30: Jeff and Kierra Edgar 
§ 10/7: Rodney and Becca Ellison 
§ 10/14: Josh and Lisa Emrich 
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Daily Bible Reflections: 

Part of our covenantal focus at Grace is providing multigenerational interaction and 
growth. We want to provide two questions a day for you to study God’s Word with 
not only your family, but to invite other church family members to study it with 
you.  

1. Sunday:  
a. Read 1 Peter 4: What sort of moral expectations should there be for 

Christians? Life expectations (v12-19)? Discuss how these expectations 
might shape the way you view everyday issues like family time, work habits, 
view of popular culture, etc.    

b. Read Psalm 115: What is the psalm juxtaposing? What is the consequence of 
worship (v8)? How does the LORD compare with the idols of man (v3, 12-
18)?  Reflect on how God’s sovereignty comforts you on a daily basis.  

2. Monday: 
a. Read 1 Peter 5: What are to be the characteristics of those who lead in the 

church? What of those who are under their leadership? What virtues are key 
to relationships within the body of Christ?  

b. Read Psalm 118: What is the psalmist’s motivation to praise God (v1-9)? 
How is the psalm messianic (v22-26)? Reflect on how the steadfast love of 
the Lord has shaped your theology and life.   

3. Tuesday: 
a. Read 2 Peter 1: What is the basis for living a virtuous life as a believer (v3-

11)? What does Peter point to as the antidote to false teaching (v16-21)? 
What is the origin of Scripture (v19-21)?   

b. Read Psalm 119:1-40: Who is “blessed”? What is this blessedness contingent 
upon? What are some of the consequences for not keeping God’s Word? 
What are the keywords (v25-29) of the prayer that God will always answer?  

4. Wednesday: 
a. Read 2 Peter 2: What are the characteristics of false teachers (v1-3; 10-15)? 

How does Peter’s vivid description serve as a warning to believers about the 
seriousness of the works of the flesh?  

b. Read Psalm 119:41-64: Make a list of the actions which characterize someone 
who is biblically trusting in God’s Word (v41-48). How is God’s Word at 
work in your life currently?  

5. Thursday:  
a. Read 2 Peter 3: How should we approach the notion of the Day of the Lord? 

What are signs of the last days (v-7)? What is huge part of God delaying the 
end of the age (v8-10)? What is our responsibility as God’s people while we 
wait (v11-18)?  

b. Read Psalm 119:65-88: What is the situation the psalmist finds himself in 
(v65-71)? What is the right response to the Lord’s discipline (v67,71)? How 
is the believer’s response contrasted with that of the unbeliever? Reflect upon 
the psalmist’s conviction that faithfulness and obedience are the only cures 
for unfaithfulness and disobedience in the life of the believer.  
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6. Friday:  
a. Read 1 John 1: What is the core message of Christianity (v1-4)? What “light” 

does God offer sinners through His Son (v5-10)? Reflect on how are walking 
in the light and can encourage others to do the same.  

b. Read Psalm 119:89-128: Why is the lamp of God’s Word so badly needed for 
the believer (v105-112)? How does unbelief manifest in relation to God’s 
Word (v113-119)? What is the kind of commitment that will keep the 
believer from the temptation of unbelief (v112)?   

7. Saturday:  
a. Read 1 John 2: What are the signs that John says are evident of saving faith? 

Why does he want us to know these things (v26)? How should having the 
right doctrine lead to right living?  

b. Read Psalm 119:129-176: What are the specific traits of someone who truly 
puts God’s Word into practice (v29-136)? What is the role of prayer as far as 
the Word is concerned (v169-176)? How does this part and parcel 
relationship of the Word and prayer help in the fight against sin and 
disobedience? How can you and your family make this a bigger priority next 
week?  

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Officer Nominations:  

• Members of GCPC will be able to nominate men for the office of Elder or 
Deacon beginning October 8. All member families should have received 
nomination booklets in the mail. You may pick up additional booklets near 
the bulletin table or access and print addition booklets from the Members 
Only page of our web site gcpcfw.org. Members: Please prayerfully consider 
if God has brought men to our church to serve Him and you as an officer of 
His church. 

Student Ministries of Grace:  
• Roots: Today right after service from 12:30-2pm, all 6th-12th graders and 

help will be meeting. If you would like more information about helping out, 
please email Pastor Davis (davisgcpcfw@gmail.com).  

• High School Movie Night: this Saturday from 5-8 at the home of Scott and 
Kayla Gamelsom.   

Guys of Grace: text @goggr to 81010 for updates 
• Our next Wednesday night Bible study will be 9/26. For more information 

contact Sean Henry at seanph10@yahoo.com. 
• GOG breakfast and panel discussion is THIS Saturday, September 22 at 

8:30 am. The topic will be "Glorifying God and Enjoying Him in the Midst 
of Crisis/Suffering.” Please RSVP with Sean Henry.  

Ladies of Grace: text @loggr to 81010 for updates 
• The Women's fall Bible study, From Garden to Glory, is underway and is 

covering a chapter/week. The study meets Tues. at 10 am; and Wed. at 7 
pm.  Questions? Contact Anne Nelson, Tracy Carter, or Debbie Goelz. 


