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 G R A C E   C O M M U N I T Y 
Presbyterian Church, PCA 

ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
November 18, 2018 

10:30 AM 
Reflection: 

"The tax collector's prayer is entirely in the spirit of: 'Nothing in my 
hand I bring, simply to thy cross I cling.'"  William Hendriksen 
 

 
 
Prelude 
 
Welcome 

——————WORSHIP IN PRAISE—————— 
Silent Preparation 
 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

Call to Worship......................................................................Isaiah 43 
 
Minister: Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 

name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I 
will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not 
be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 

People: For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
your Savior. 

 

Prayer of Invocation  
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Hymn of Invocation....................How Firm a Foundation (Adeste Fideles)  
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Hymn of Preparation..................Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (#193)  

 
 
 

——————WORSHIP IN CONFESSION AND PARDON—————— 
Call to Confession. 
Prayer of Confession  
Words of Comfort and Promise...........................................from Isaiah 43 

Fear not, for I am with you; Because you are precious in my eyes; and 
honored, and I love you, everyone who is called by my name, whom I 

created for my glory, whom I formed and made.  
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——————WORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACE————— 
The Sacrament of Covenant Baptism  

Leon Paul Harrelson  
Covenant son of Eugene and Jeanette Harrelson 

Ruling Elder Dan Bent 
 

Baptism Vows BCO* 56-5 
1. Do you acknowledge Leon’s need for the cleansing blood of Jesus 

Christ and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit? 
2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises on his behalf, and do you 

look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for his salvation, as you do for 
your own? 

3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate Leon to God, and promise, in 
humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set 
before him a godly example, that you will pray with and for him 
that you will teach him the doctrines of our holy religion, and that 
you will strive, by all the means of God’s appointment, to bring him 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord? 

Do you, members of Grace Community Presbyterian Church, undertake the 
responsibility of assisting Eugene and Jeanette in the Christian nurture of 

Leon? Do you? 

 

“At whatever time we are baptized, we are once for all washed and purged for our 
whole life. Therefore, as often as we fall away, we ought to recall the memory of 
our baptism and fortify our mind with it, that we may always be sure and confident 
of the forgiveness of sins...For Christ's purity has been offered us in it; his purity 
ever flourishes; it is defiled by no spots, but buries and cleanses away all our 
defilements. God's promise to each of us in Baptism is that Christ's purity covers 
our impurity and that we are to know by faith that through Christ we have a loving 
heavenly Father.”                     John Calvin 
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Hymn of Response......................Gracious Savior, Gentle Shepherd (#416) 

 
 

"Little by little, covenant children will come to a clear comprehension of the 
significance of their baptism, which will become for him the instrumental cause 
of the growth of his faith while being told, "You have been baptized. God has 
made his promise to you. You need rest in it by faith."            Pierre C. Marcel 
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——————WORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACE————— 

The First Reading of God’s Word..........................................Isaiah 58:1-5  
pp 617-618 

 
The Second Reading of God’s Word......................................Luke 18:9-14 

p 877 
 Reader: This is the Word of God. 
 People: Amen! 
Prayer of Consecration 

We offer an optional Children’s Church for children 4 years old through 1st grade. 
If you choose to have your children participate, you may dismiss them for CC as we 
sing the hymn printed below. Please know we welcome and encourage your children 
to remain with you during the sermon. However, in CC they will be hearing from 
the same text that the sermon is based upon, so you may discuss the message as a 
family after church if you wish to do so. 

Hymn of Preparation................Brethren, We Have Met to Worship (#381) 
 

 
 
Hearing from God’s Word....................................................Luke 18:9-14 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint                                We Are What We Pray  
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Please see instructions on the inside back cover of your bulletin 

Use the quotes below to help focus your heart and mind on this celebration:  
“But one day, as I was passing in the field, and that too with some dashes on my 
conscience, fearing lest yet all was not right, suddenly this sentence fell upon my 
soul, Thy righteousness is in heaven; and methought withal, I saw, with the eyes 
of my soul, Jesus Christ at God's right hand; there, I say, as my righteousness; so 
that wherever I was, or whatever I was adoing, mGod could not say of me, He 
wants my righteousness, for that was just before him.  I also saw, moreover, that it 
was not my good frame of heart that made my righteousness better, nor yet my 
bad frame that made my righteousness worse; for my righteousness was Jesus 
Christ himself, the same yesterday, to-day, and forever.”          John Bunyan  
 
“Saw so much of the wickedness of my heart that I longed to get away from 
myself…I felt almost pressed to death with my own vileness. Oh what a body 
of death is there in me…Oh the closest walk with God is the sweetest heaven 
that can be enjoyed on earth!”     David Brainerd 
 
 
“When I know that Christ is the one real sacrifice for my sins, that His work on 
my behalf has been accepted by God, that He is my heavenly Intercessor - then 
His blood is the antidote to the poison in the voices that echo in my conscience, 
condemning me for my many failures. Indeed, Christ's shed blood chokes them 
into silence!”  Sinclair Ferguson 
 
“Lastly, we must be holy, because without holiness on earth — we will never 
be prepared to enjoy Heaven. ...I do not know what others may think — but 
to me it does seem clear that Heaven would be a miserable place to an unholy 
man. It cannot be otherwise. People may say in a vague way, that they "hope 
to go to Heaven," but they do not consider what they say. There must be a 
certain "fitness for the inheritance of the saints in light." Our hearts must be 
somewhat in tune. To reach the holiday of glory — we must pass through the 
training school of grace. We must be heavenly-minded and have heavenly 
tastes in the present life — or else we will never find ourselves in Heaven in 
the life to come!”    J.C. Ryle 
 
"We are meant to long supremely for the Lord himself, for the Giver, not his 
gifts.  The absence of blessings - rejection, vanity, reviling, illness, poverty - often 
is the crucible in which we learn to love God for who he is.  In our idolatry we 
make gifts out to be supreme goods, and make the Giver into the errand boy of our 
desires." David Powlison 
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Communion Hymns
 

Dear Refuge of My Weary Soul – Anne Steele/Kevin Twit 
 

1. Dear refuge of my weary soul,  
On Thee, when sorrows rise,  
On Thee, when waves of trouble roll,  
My fainting hope relies . 
To Thee I tell each rising grief,  
For Thou alone canst heal. 
Thy Word can bring a sweet relief,  
For every pain I feel. 
 
2. But oh! When gloomy doubts prevail,  
I fear to call Thee mine. 
The springs of comfort seem to fail,  
And all my hopes decline. 
Yet gracious God, where shall I flee?  
Thou art my only trust. 
And still my soul would cleave to Thee,  
Though prostrate in the dust. 

3. Hast Thou not bid me seek Thy face,  
And shall I seek in vain?  
And can the ear of sovereign grace,  
Be deaf when I complain?  
No still the ear of sovereign grace,  
Attends the mourner's prayer  
Oh may I ever find access,  
To breathe my sorrows there 
 
4. Thy mercy seat is open still,  
Here let my soul retreat.  
With humble hope attend Thy will,  
And wait beneath Thy feet,  
Thy mercy seat is open still,  
Here let my soul retreat.  
With humble hope attend Thy will,  
And wait beneath Thy fee. 
 

His Mercy Is More – Matt Boswell/Matt Papa 
 

1. What love could remember no wrongs 
we have done? Omniscient, all knowing, 
he counts not their sum. Thrown into a sea 
without bottom or shore, Our sins, they 
are many; his mercy is more. 
 
Refrain:  
Praise the Lord, his mercy is more. 
Stronger than darkness, new every morn. 
Our sins, they are many, his mercy is 
more. 
 

2. What patience would wait as we 
constantly roam? What Father, so tender, 
is calling us home? He welcomes the 
weakest, the vilest, the poor. Our sins, 
they are many; his mercy is more. Refrain 
 
3. What riches of kindness he lavished on 
us. His blood was the payment; his life 
was the cost. We stood 'neath a debt we 
could never afford. Our sins they are 
many; his mercy is more. Refrain  

Fairest Lord Jesus (#170)– Folk Hymn 
 

1. Fairest Lord Jesus,  
Ruler of all nature,  
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, 
Thou, my soul’s glory joy, and crown. 
 
2. Fair are the meadows, 
Fair are the woodlands,  
Robed in the blooming garb of spring: 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
Who makes the woeful heart to sing. 

3. Fair is the sunshine, 
Fair is the moonlight,  
And all the twinkling, starry host; 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
Than all the angels heaven can boast. 
 
4. Beautiful Savior!  
Lord of the nations!  
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 
Now and forevermore be thine.
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———————WORSHIP IN GRATITUDE—————— 
Offertory.....................................................................Out of the Deep I Call 
 

Closing Hymn........................................And Can It Be That I Should Gain?   

 
Benediction
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For 2018, our church budget is $501,023. We will keep you updated with each monthly 
total here: 

• Jan-Oct: $443,708 
 

For 2018, we are providing a basic Family Worship plan to help our families to more 
regularly worship together during the week.   

Weekly Hymn: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence      
Shorter Catechism for Young Children –  

• Q95: What is the fifth commandment? 
Answer: The fifth commandment is "Honor your father and your mother, 
that your days may be long upon the land which the Lord your God is 
giving you."  

 Shorter Catechism –  

• Q95: To whom is baptism to be administered? 
Answer: Baptism is not to be administered to any that are out of the visible 
church, till they profess their faith in Christ, and obedience to him; but the 
infants of such as are members of the visible church are to be baptized. 

Bible Reading: 

• Sun – 11/18– Romans 5-6 & Isaiah 39-40  
• Mon – 11/19 – Romans 7-8 & Isaiah 41-42 
• Tue – 11/20 – Romans 9-10 & Isaiah 43-44 
• Wed – 11/21 – Romans 11-12 & Isaiah 45-46 
• Thurs – 11/22 – Romans 13-14 & Isaiah 47-48 
• Fri – 11/23 – Romans 15 & Isaiah 49-50  
• Sat – 11/24 – Romans 16 & Isaiah 51 

Next Week’s Preaching Passage:  

• Luke 18:15-30 

Nursery Volunteers (please arrive by 10:15) 
• Today: Scott and Ann Geer 

• Next week: John and Debbie Goelz  
• 12/2: John and Mary Hamby 
• 12/9: Philip and Sherrie Hamby 
• 12/16: Sean and Vanessa Henry 

 
Daily Bible Reflections: 

Part of our covenantal focus at Grace is providing multigenerational interaction and 
growth. We want to provide two questions a day for you to study God’s Word with not 
only your family, but to invite other church family members to study it with you.  
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1. Sunday:  
a. Read Romans 1:16-17: Why was Paul not ashamed of the gospel? What condition 

is stated for salvation in v16? Who can meet this condition? What does the gospel 
reveal? What is meant here by “the righteousness of God”? (Cf. Philippians 3:9.) 
What is meant by “righteousness from faith to faith” (cf. Galatians 2:16)? What 
implications does this have for how you live day to day?  

2. Monday: 
a. Read Romans 1:18-32: What do the ungodly and unrighteous men do? How 

might people be guilty of this? Why are men without excuse if they do not know 
God? Despite the evidence, what error did people commit? What was the 
consequence? What errors occurred in their worship? How does their refusal to 
worship God lead to their worship of idols? How does that lead to immorality, 
etc.? How does God react to such people? How does a passage like this speak to 
how we should view our and others’ struggles?  

3. Tuesday: 
a. Read Romans 2:1-11: Why are the Jews likewise without excuse? What “things” 

does Paul here refer to? How many people will God judge? For whose life will 
one be judged? On what basis will God judge men? How does this reconcile with 
the doctrine of justification by faith alone? What does this mean for us in terms of 
our righteousness before God and others?  

4. Wednesday: 
a. Read Romans 2:12-29: What problem is Paul really accusing Jews of – 2:23? 

Why is this inexcusable? How does it fit the Jews according to the context 
(remember vv 6-11,13)? Whose praise should we seek? What application would 
this have to Jews? How does being declared a “true Jew” by Paul register with 
you? What attitude should you have with those  

5. Thursday:  
a. Read Romans 3:1-20: What can we learn from Paul comments in vv 3-6? What is 

the point of 3:10-18? Does Paul mean to say that all people sin in all these ways 
all the time? Does no one ever do anything good? What is the point? What 
conclusion does Paul reach in 3:20? How does this follow from vv 10-18? 

6. Friday:  
a. Read Romans 3:21-31: If the law cannot justify, then how can we be righteous?  

How was this witnessed by the Law and Prophets? Why is this important? How 
are men declared to be righteous? How does 3:23 summarize Paul’s main point in 
chap. 1-3? What does it mean to be “redeemed” in Christ? “Justified” in Christ? 
How does Christ propriate God’s wrath against sin?  

7. Saturday:  
a. Read Romans 4:1-12: Whose justification is discussed in chap. 4? Why would 

Paul discuss this man’s case? What must happen for one to be counted righteous 
apart from works? To whom is Abraham the spiritual father? What is required in 
order to be Abraham’s spiritual offspring? Circumcision? What is the 
significance of walking in the steps of faith?  
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Progressive Dinner: 

• SAVE THE DATE: December 8, 2018 5pm-10pm. For questions and to RSVP, 
see Meagan Dennison (meagandennison@yahoo.com).  

Christmas Choir: 

• As the Christmas season approaches, Elizabeth is putting together a choir to sing 
for our Lessons and Carols service on Sunday, December 17 at 6:00 PM. 
Rehearsals will be Tues. 11/13, 11/27, 12/4, and Wed. 12/12 at 7:00 PM. If you'd 
like to be a part, email Elizabeth (hames.elizabeth@gmail.com) for more details. 
This is open to anyone who loves to sing, including high school students!   

Student Ministries of Grace:  

• Roots: TODAY we’ll cover chapter 6 in this semester’s readings. 
• SH Camping: Lake Mineral Wells State Park, 11/19-11/20. Cost is $10.  

Guys of Grace: text@goggr to 81010 for updates 

• Guys bible study every other Wednesday from 7-8:30 pm at the church. Dates for 
the rest of 2018 are 12/5 and 12/19. 

• Mark your calendars and plan to attend the next men's breakfast and panel 
discussion on 12/1 at 8:30 AM. The topic this time will be "Glorifying God and 
Enjoying Him Through Church Life". Contact Sean Henry 
(seanph10@yahoo.com) for more info.  

Officer Nominations:  

• Members of GCPC are able to nominate men for the office of Elder or Deacon. 
You may pick up additional booklets near the bulletin table. Members: Please 
prayerfully consider if God has brought men to our church to serve Him and you 
as an officer of His church. 

Missions of Grace:  

• Mission’s lunch on 11/25: come spend time with our MTW missionaries (Ryan 
and Karen Culbertson) in Reynosa, and hear more about next summer’s missions 
trip. More details to come. 

 
 


