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G R A C E   C O M M U N I T Y 
Presbyterian Church, PCA 

ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
May 20, 2018 

10:30 AM 
Reflection: 

“Regularly God tests the earnestness of men's hearts by bringing them to 
a fork in the road. When it become necessary to choose between two 
way, which do we follow? Comfort or convention or custom--or 
Christ?”                  Michael Wilcock 
 

 
Prelude 
 
Welcome 

——————WORSHIP IN PRAISE—————— 
 
Silent Preparation 
 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

Call to Worship............................................................................Psalm 34 
 
Minister: Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name 

together! 
 
People: The LORD redeems the life of his servants; none of those 

who take refuge in him will be condemned. 
 

 

Prayer of Invocation 
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Hymn of Invocation...................All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name (#296) 
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Hymn of Preparation.....................Man of Sorrows! What a Name! (#246) 

 

——————WORSHIP IN CONFESSION AND PARDON—————— 
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession  
Words of Comfort and Promise...........................................from 1 John 1 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   
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——————WORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACE————— 
 
The Sacrament of Covenant Baptism...............................Abel Scott Geer 

Covenant Son of Scott and Ann Geer 
Ruling Elder Dan Bent 

 
 

Baptism Vows BCO* 56-5 
1. Do you acknowledge Abel’s need for the cleansing blood of Jesus 

Christ and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit? 
2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises on his behalf, and do you 

look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for his salvation, as you do for 
your own? 

3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate Abel to God, and promise, in 
humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set 
before him a godly example, that you will pray with and for him, 
that you will teach him the doctrines of our holy religion, and that 
you will strive, by all the means of God’s appointment, to bring him 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord? 

4. Do you, members of Grace Community Presbyterian Church, 
undertake the responsibility of assisting Scott & Ann in the 
Christian nurture of Abel? Do you?  

 
 

*The Book of Church Order, along with the Westminster Standards, is the 
constitution of the Presbyterian Church in America, which is subject and 
subordinate to the Scriptures. The BCO is comprised of the Form of 
Government, the Rules of Discipline and the Directory for Worship of which 
ordained officers in the PCA are under vows to uphold and protect. 
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Hymn of Response......................Gracious Savior, Gentle Shepherd (#416) 
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——————WORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACE————— 
The First Reading of God’s Word........................................Isaiah 50:1-11 

p.611 
 
The Second Reading of God’s Word......................................Luke 9:46-62 

pp.867-868 
  
 Reader: This is the Word of God. 
 People: Amen! 
Prayer of Consecration 

We offer an optional Children’s Church for children 4 years old through 1st grade. 
If you choose to have your children participate, you may dismiss them for CC as we 
sing the hymn printed below. Please know we welcome and encourage your children 
to remain with you during the sermon. However, in CC they will be hearing from 
the same text that the sermon is based upon, so you may discuss the message as a 
family after church if you wish to do so. 

 
Hymn of Preparation..................Teach Me, O Lord, Thy Holy Way (#532) 

 
 
Hearing from God’s Word......................................................Luke 9:46-62 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint                      Finding His Place 
 

“[Concerning the Word preached:] Do we prize it in our judgments? Do we 
receive in into our hearts? Do we fear the loss of the Word preached more than the 
loss of peace and trade? Is it the removal of the ark that troubles us? Again, do we 
attend to the Word with reverential devotion? When the judge is giving the charge 
on the bench, all attend. When the Word is preached, the great God is giving us his 
charge. Do we listen to it as to a matter of life and death? This is a good sign that 
we love the Word.”                        Thomas Watson  
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Please see instructions on the inside back cover of your bulletin 

Use the quotes below to help focus your heart and mind on this celebration:  
“It is always the Holy Spirit’s work to turn our eyes away from self to 
Jesus; but Satan’s work is just the opposite of this, for he is constantly 
trying to make us pay attention to ourselves instead of to Christ. He 
insinuates, ‘Your sins are too great for pardon; you have no faith; you do 
not repent enough; you will never be able to continue to the end; you do not 
have the joy of His children; you have such a weak hold of Jesus.’ All these 
are thoughts about self, and we will never find comfort or assurance by 
looking within. But the Holy Spirit turns our eyes entirely away from self. 
He tells us that we are nothing, but that Christ is all in all.’”         
                 Charles Spurgeon 
 
“God’s triumph through Christ over sin is so glorious that we are 
driven to conclude that apart from sin, such incredible love and mercy 
in the heart of God could never have been displayed.” Ed Clowney  
      
“The Lord reveal himself more and more to us in the face of his Son Jesus 
Christ and magnify the power of his grace in cherishing those beginnings 
of grace in the midst of our corruptions, and sanctify the consideration of 
our own infirmities to humble us, and of his tender mercy to encourage us. 
And may he persuade us that, since he has taken us into the covenant of 
grace, he will not cast us off for those corruptions, which, as they grieve his 
Spirit, so they make us vile in our own eyes. And because Satan labors to 
obscure the glory of his mercy and hinder our comfort by discouragements, 
the Lord add this to the rest of his mercies, that we may not lose any 
portion of comfort that is laid up for us in Christ. And, may he grant that 
the prevailing power of his Spirit in us should be an evidence of the truth of 
grace begun, and a pledge of final victory, at that time when he will be all 
in all, in all his, for all eternity. Amen.”                 Richard Sibbes 
 
 “Christ’s death to sin and His satisfaction of God’s justice opened the 
way for the reign of grace in our lives.”                              Jerry Bridges 
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Communion Hymns
 

My Faith Looks up to Thee (#528) – William Ray Palmer/Lowell Mason 
 

1. My faith looks up to thee,  
Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine!  
Now hear me while I pray,  
Take all my guilt away,  
O let me from this day be wholly thine! 
 
2. May thy rich grace impart  
Strength to my fainting heart,  
My zeal inspire!  
As thou hast died for me,  
O may my love to thee  
Pure, warm, and changeless be,  
A living fire!  

3. While life's dark maze I tread,  
And griefs around me spread,  
Be thou my guide;  
Bid darkness turn to day,  
Wipe sorrow's tears away,  
Nor let me ever stray from thee aside.  
 
4. When ends life's transient dream,  
When death's cold, sullen stream  
Shall o'er me roll;  
Blest Savior, then in love,  
Fear and distrust remove;  
O bear me safe above, a ransomed soul! 
 

O Great God – Bob Kauflin 
 

1. O great God of highest heav’n, 
Occupy my lowly heart. 
Own it all and reign supreme, 
Conquer every rebel power. 
Let no vice or sin remain 
That resists Your holy war. 
You have loved and purchased me, 
Make me Yours forevermore. 
 
2. I was blinded by my sin, 
Had no ears to hear Your voice, 
Did not know Your love within, 
Had no taste for heaven’s joys. 

Then Your Spirit gave me life, 
Opened up Your Word to me 
Through the gospel of Your Son, 
Gave me endless hope and peace. 
 
3. Help me now to live a life 
That’s dependent on Your grace. 
Keep my heart and guard my soul 
From the evils that I face. 
You are worthy to be praised 
With my every thought and deed. 
O great God of highest heav’n, 
Glorify Your Name through me. 
 

There is a Redeemer –Melody Green 
 

1. There is a Redeemer,  
Jesus, God's own Son, 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah,  
Holy One. 
 
Chorus:  
Thank you oh my Father,  
For giving us Your Son, 
And leaving Your Spirit,  
'Til the work on Earth is done. 
 

2. Jesus my Redeemer,  
Name above all names, 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
Hope for sinners slain.  
Chorus 
 
3. When I stand in Glory,  
I will see His face, 
There I'll serve my King forever, 
In that Holy Place.  
Chorus 
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———————WORSHIP IN GRATITUDE—————— 
Offertory.............................................................Who Is on the Lord’s Side? 

Who is on the Lord’s side? Who will serve the King? 
Who will be His helpers, other lives to bring? 

Who will leave the world’s side? Who will face the foe? 
Who is on the Lord’s side? Who for Him will go? 

By Thy call of mercy, by Thy grace divine, 
We are on the Lord’s side—Savior, we are Thine!

Closing Hymn........................................................Jesus Shall Reign (#441) 
 

 
 
Benediction
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For 2018, our church budget is $501,023. We will keep you updated with 
each monthly total here: 
1st Quarter: $129,472 

• January: $37,045. 
• February: $38,995 
• March: $53,432 
• April:   $51,176  

For 2018, we are providing a basic Family Worship plan to help our 
families to more regularly worship together during the week.  In each 
weekly bulletin, we will provide a Daily Bible Reading plan, questions 
from the Catechisms, a hymn for you to learn together, and prayers for 
you to use as a family.  

Weekly Hymn: Jesus Shall Reign  
Shorter Catechism for Young Children –  

• Q69 Why do you need Christ as a prophet? 
• Answer: Because I am ignorant. 

Shorter Catechism –  

• Q69 What is forbidden in the sixth commandment? 
• Answer: The sixth commandment forbiddeth the taking away of 

our own life, or the life of our neighbor unjustly, or whatsoever 
tendeth thereunto. 

Bible Reading: 

• Mon – 5/21 – 1 Peter 4-5 & 1 Chronicles 17-18 
• Tue – 5/22 – 2 Peter 1 & 1 Chronicles 19-20  
• Wed – 5/23 – 2 Peter 2-3 & 1 Chronicles 21-22 
• Thurs – 5/24 – 1 John 1-2 & 1 Chronicles 23-24 
• Fri – 5/25 – 1 John 3-4 & 1 Chronicles 25-26 
• Sat – 5/26 – 1 John 5 & 1 Chronicles 27-28 
• Sun – 5/27 – 2-3 John 1 & 1 Chronicles 29 

Next Week’s Preaching Passage:  

• Luke 10:1-24 
• Adult CE: Exodus 38:1-31  
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Daily Prayers by John Calvin1 
Prayer upon rising from sleep: 

My God, Father, and Savior, since you have been pleased to give me the 
grace to come through the night to the present day, now grant that I may 
employ it entirely in your service, so that all my works may be to the 
glory of your name and the edification of my neighbors. As you have 
been pleased to make your sun shine upon the earth to give us bodily 
light, grant the light of your Spirit to illumine my understanding and my 
heart. And because it means nothing to begin well if one does not 
persevere, I ask that you would continue to increase your grace in me 
until you have led me into full communion with your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who is the true Sun of our souls, shining day and night, 
eternally and without end. Hear me, merciful Father, by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Amen. 

Prayer upon beginning one’s work or study: 
My good God, Father, and Savior, grant me aid by your Holy Spirit to 
now work fruitfully in my vocation, which is from you, all in order to 
love you and the people around me rather than for my own gain and 
glory. Give me wisdom, judgment and prudence, and freedom from my 
besetting sins. Bring me under the rule of true humility. Let me accept 
with patience whatever amount of fruitfulness or difficulty in my work 
that you give me this day. And in all I do, help me to rest always in my 
Lord Jesus Christ and in his grace alone for my salvation and life. Hear 
me, merciful Father, by our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen. 

Prayer before sleep: 
Lord God, now grant me the grace not only to rest my body this night, but 
to have my spiritual repose, in soul and conscience, in your grace and 
love, that I may let go of all earthly cares so I might be comforted and 
eased in all ways. And because no day passes that I do not sin in so many 
ways, please bury all my offenses in your mercy, that I might not lose 
your presence. Forgive me, merciful Father, for Christ’s sake. And as I 
lay down in sleep to safely awake again only by your grace, keep me in a 
joyful, lively remembrance that whatever happens, I will someday know 
my final rising—the resurrection—because Jesus Christ lay down in death 
for me, and rose for my justification. In his name I pray, Amen.

                                                
1 From Timothy Keller’s book “Prayer,” Keller notes, “These are very freely adapted from prayers composed 
by John Calvin and placed in the 1545 Geneva Catechism to provide guidance for the occasions of private 
prayer Calvin wanted individuals and families to observe.” 
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Nursery Volunteers (please arrive by 10:15) 
Today: Sam and Meagan Armitage  

• Next week: Gary and Diane Armitage 
§ 6/3: Steve and Cheryl Aurelio  
§ 6/10: Helen Ashuntantang and help  
§ 6/17: Phil and Christine Bassett 
§ 6/24: Caleb and Jessica Bell 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
Student Ministries of Grace: text @smoggr to 81010 for updates 

• Roots: our final Sunday night gathering for the semester will be 
TONIGHT from 5-7 pm. We will cover the last chapter of This 
Changes Everything.  

• Camp Parent Meeting: Sunday, June 3rd, from 12:30-1:30. All 
parents of our middle and high school students who are attending 
camp should plan on being there.  

• MS TX Camp: 6/4-6/8 at Allaso Ranch in east Texas.  
• HS CO Camp: 6/10-6/16 in Estes Park, Colorado.  

Vacation Bible School:  

• Registration coming this week! The summer is here and VBS is 
coming fast (6/25-6/29) and we could really use your help with 
preparation, set up, teaching, and other volunteer jobs. Please 
email or call Tiffany Morgan to see how you can help. 

Guys of Grace: text @guysofgr to 81010 for GOG updates. 

• Men’s Bible Study: Join us as we look at the biblical texts that 
were the basis for the Westminster Confession of Faith. Our next 
meeting is 5/23 at 7 pm at the church.  

Ladies of Grace: text @loggr to 81010 for LOG updates. 

• Join the Ladies of Grace on Wednesday nights at 7:00 pm for 
Abide, a Bible study in 123 John by Jen Wilkin. Please see Tracy 
Carter or Debbie Goelz as soon as possible to get your workbook.   


