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 G R A C E   C O M M U N I T Y 
Presbyterian Church, PCA 

ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
May 5, 2019 

10:30 AM 
Reflection: 

“Judas may not be excused on the ground that what befell him was 
prophesied, since he fell away not through the compulsion of the 
prophecy but through the wickedness of his own heart.”       John Calvin 
 

Prelude 
 
Welcome 

 
——————WORSHIP IN PRAISE—————— 

 
Silent Preparation 
 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 
 

Call to Worship...........................................................................Psalm 100 

Minister:  Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve the 
LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with singing! 

People:  Know that the LORD, he is God! It is he who made us, 
and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his 
pasture. 

Minister:  Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with 
praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name! 

People:  For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 
and his faithfulness to all generations. 
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Hymn of Adoration............................Come Christians, Join to Sing (#302) 

 
 
 
 
Prayer of Adoration 

 

 

“It is always the Holy Spirit’s work to turn our eyes away from self to Jesus; but 
Satan’s work is just the opposite of this, for he is constantly trying to make us pay 
attention to ourselves instead of to Christ. He insinuates, ‘Your sins are too great for 
pardon; you have no faith; you do not repent enough; you will never be able to 
continue to the end; you do not have the joy of His children; you have such a weak 
hold of Jesus.’ All these are thoughts about self, and we will never find comfort or 
assurance by looking within. But the Holy Spirit turns our eyes entirely away from 
self. He tells us that we are nothing, but that Christ is all in all.’”   Charles Spurgeon 
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Hymn of Preparation...................................Come Ye Souls by Sin Afflicted  

 
——————WORSHIP IN CONFESSION AND PARDON—————— 

Call to Confession..............................................................from Ephesians 4  
Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the 

Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. They are darkened in their 
understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in 
them, due to their hardness of heart. They have become callous and have given 

themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. 
Prayer of Confession  
Words of Comfort and Promise.......................................from Ephesians 4 
But that is not the way you learned Christ!— assuming that you have heard about 
him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, to put off your old self, which 
belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and 
to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, created after 

the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. 
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Hymn of Response..........................................................His Mercy Is More 

 
 

“The highest of all God’s commands is this, that we ever hold up before our eyes the 
image of his dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. He must daily be to our hearts the 
perfect mirror, in which we behold how much God loves us and how well, in his 
infinite goodness, as a faithful God, he has grandly cared for us in that he gave his 
dear Son for us. Do not let this mirror and throne of grace be torn away from before 
your eyes.”        Martin Luther 
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Confession of Faith..........................................The Heidelberg Catechism* 
Ruling Elder Candidate Brian Nelson 

Candidate:  What do you mean by saying, ‘He ascended into heaven?’  

People:  That Christ, while His disciples watched, was taken up 
from the earth into heaven and remains there on our 
behalf until He comes again to judge the living and the 
dead. 

Candidate:  How does Christ’s ascension to heaven benefit us?   

People:  First, He is our advocate in heaven in the presence of the 
Father. Second, we have our own flesh in heaven as a 
sure pledge that Christ our Head will also take us, His 
members, up to Himself. Third, He sends His Spirit to us 
on earth as a corresponding pledge. By the Spirit’s 
power we seek not earthly things but the things above, 
where Christ is, seated at God’s right hand.  

Candidate:  What do you believe concerning the Holy Spirit?  

People:  First, that the Spirit, with the Father and the Son, is 
eternal God. Second, that the Spirit is given to me, so 
that, through true faith, He makes me share in Christ 
and all His benefits, comforts me, and will remain with 
me forever.  

*The word catechism traces back its origin from a Greek word (katecheo) which simply 
means to teach, especially when the instructor is speaking face-to-face with the students. It's 
also a word that is found in the Bible, although you would not notice this in English 
translations since they do not use the noun, catechism, or the verb, to catechize.  However, 
the original Greek word is found, for example, in Luke 1:4, where the gospel writer explains 
that he has written "an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may 
know the certainty of the things you have been taught."  Presumably, then, Theophilus had 
learned about salvation in Jesus Christ by listening to preaching or some kind of oral 
instruction.  Now Luke, inspired by the Holy Spirit, gives a written account about who Jesus 
is and what he did.  Other Bible verses which use the verb, to catechize, include Acts 18:24-
25 and Gal 6:6.  Each time the word is translated as to teach or to instruct.  
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——————WORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACE—————— 

The First Reading of God’s Word...................................Jeremiah 17:1-10  
p 645 

 
The Second Reading of God’s Word......................................Acts 1:12-26 

p 909 
  
 Reader: This is the Word of God. 
 People: Amen! 

Prayer of Consecration 
We offer an optional Children’s Church for children 4 years old through 1st grade. 
If you choose to have your children participate, you may dismiss them for CC as we 
sing the hymn printed below. Please know we welcome and encourage your children 
to remain with you during the sermon. However, in CC they will be hearing from 
the same text that the sermon is based upon, so you may discuss the message as a 
family after church if you wish to do so. 

Hymn of Preparation.............................Thy Word Have I Hid in My Heart 

 
Hearing from God’s Word.....................................................Acts 1:12-26 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint                                          The First Step 
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Please see instructions on the inside back cover of your bulletin 

Use the quotes below to help focus your heart and mind on this celebration:  
“Jesus, show us your glory. Lift us out of the drab, humdrum routine 
of our everyday lives and shine in the fullness of your majesty. Appear 
to us when we least expect you. Show up and shatter our ordinariness. 
Give us evidence of your reign among us. Shine, Jesus, shine.” 

      William Willimon 
 
“One thing and one only is necessary for Christian life, righteousness and 
liberty. That one thing is the most holy Word of God, the Gospel of Christ. 
Let us then consider it certain and conclusively established that the soul can 
do without all things except the Word of God, and that where this is not, 
there is no help for the soul in anything else whatever. But if it has the 
Word, it is rich and lacks nothing, since this Word is the Word of life, of 
truth, of light, of peace, of righteousness, of salvation, of joy, of liberty, of 
wisdom, of power, of grace, of glory, and of every blessing beyond our 
power to estimate.”         Martin Luther 
 
“Come away, my dear brothers—fly, fly, fly for your lives to Jesus 
Christ, fly to a bleeding God, fly to a throne of grace; and beg of God 
to break your hearts, beg of God to convince you of your actual sins, 
beg of God to convince you of your original sin, beg of God to convince 
you of your self-righteousness—beg of God to give you faith, and to 
enable you to close with Jesus Christ.”        George Whitefield 
 
“If Satan fume and roar against you, whether it be against your bodies by 
persecution, or inward in your conscience by a spiritual battle, do not be 
discouraged, as though you were less acceptable in God’s presence, or that 
Satan might at any time prevail against you. No! Your temptations and 
storms that arise so suddenly argue and witness that the seed that is sown 
has fallen on good ground, has begun to take root, and shall, by God’s 
grace, bring forth fruit abundantly in due season and convenient time. That 
is what Satan fears; and therefore thus he rages (and shall rage) against 
you, thinking that if he can repulse you now suddenly in the beginning, that 
then you will be at all times an easy prey, never able to resist his assaults. 
But as my hope is good, so shall my prayer be, that you may be so 
strengthened, that the world and Satan himself may understand and 
perceive, that God fights your battle.”        John Knox 
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Communion Hymns
 

Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us (#599) – Dorothy Thrupp/William Bradbury 
1. Savior, like a shepherd lead us,  
Much we need Thy tender care; 
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us,  
For our use Thy folds prepare. 
Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus!  
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are. (2x) 
 
2. We are Thine, Thou dost befriend us,  
Be the guardian of our way; 
Keep Thy flock, from sin defend us,  
Seek us when we go astray. 
Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus!  
Hear, O hear us when we pray. (2x) 

3. Thou hast promised to receive us,  
Poor and sinful though we be; 
Thou hast mercy to relieve us,  
Grace to cleanse and power to free. 
Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus!  
Let us early turn to Thee. (2x) 
 
4. Early let us seek Thy favor,  
Early let us do Thy will; 
Blessed Lord and only Savior,  
With Thy love our bosoms fill. 
Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus!  
Thou hast loved us, love us still. (2x) 
 

My Redeemer’s Love – Joel Sczebel/Jordan Kauflin/Mark Altrogge 
1. My Redeemer’s love is deeper 
Than the depths of sin and hell. 
He who was enthroned in glory 
Came to bring us to Himself. 
My Redeemer’s love is wider 
Than the breach my sins had made. 
He reached down into my darkness. 
He alone has pow’r to save. 
 
Chorus: Deeper than the rolling seas, 
Higher than the mountain peaks, 
Your love is all I need. 
Stronger than the rushing wind, 
Shattering the power of sin, 
Your love is all I need. 
 

2. My Redeemer’s love is stronger 
Than my fiercest enemies. 
He will hold me in the tempest. 
Through the flood He carries me. 
My Redeemer’s love will lead me 
Through the deepest valley here. 
He will shepherd me and guide me. 
He will ever keep me near. Chorus 
 
3. My Redeemer’s love grows sweeter 
As eternity draws near 
I’ll enjoy His love forever 
At His throne for endless years 
My Redeemer’s love will fill me 
On the day I see His face 
I will love Him back forever 
And forever sing His praise. Chorus
 

Who is This? – William Walsham How/Christopher Miner 
1. Who is this, so weak and helpless,  
Child of lowly Hebrew maid,  
Rudely in a stable sheltered,  
Coldly in a manger laid?  
Tis the Lord of all creation,  
Who this wondrous path has trod;  
He is Lord from everlasting,  
And to everlasting God. 
 
2. Who is this, a Man of Sorrows,  
Walking sadly life’s hard way,  
Homeless, weary, sighing, weeping  
Over sin and Satan’s sway?  
Tis our God, our glorious Savior,  
Who above the starry sky  
Is for us a place preparing,  
Where no tear can dim the eye. 

3. Who is this? Behold him shedding  
Drops of blood upon the ground!  
Who is this, despised, rejected,  
Mocked, insulted, beaten, bound?  
Tis our God, Who gifts and graces  
On His church is pouring down;  
Who shall smite in holy vengeance  
All His foes beneath His throne. 
 
4. Who is this that hangs there dying  
While the rude world scoffs and scorns,  
Numbered with the malefactors,  
Torn with nails, and crowned with thorns? Tis 
our God Who lives forever  
Mid the shining ones on high,  
In the glorious golden city,  
Reigning everlastingly.
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———————WORSHIP IN GRATITUDE—————— 
Offertory....................................................All the Way My Savior Leads Me

All the way my Savior leads me; 
  What have I to ask beside? 

Can I doubt His tender mercy, 
  Who through life has been my Guide? 

Heav’nly peace, divinest comfort, 

  Here by faith in Him to dwell! 
For I know, whate’er befall me, 

  Jesus doeth all things well, 
For I know, whate’er befall me, 

  Jesus doeth all things well! 
 

Closing Hymn.................................Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending  

 
Benediction
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For 2019, we are providing a basic Family Worship plan to help our families to 
more regularly worship together during the week.   

Weekly Hymn: Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending  

Shorter Catechism for Young Children –  

• Q119: What does it mean to pray, "Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven"? 
Answer: We are asking God to make us able and willing to serve him 
on earth just as he is served in heaven. 

 Shorter Catechism –  

• Q12: What special act of providence did God exercise toward man in 
the estate wherein he was created? 
Answer: When God had created man, he entered into a covenant of life 
with him, upon condition of perfect obedience; forbidding him to eat of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, upon pain of death. 

Bible Reading: 

• Sun – 5/5– 1 Samuel 15-16 & Matthew 15-16 
• Mon – 5/6 – 1 Samuel 17-18 & Matthew 17-18 
• Tue – 5/7 – 1 Samuel 19-20 & Matthew 19-20 
• Wed – 5/8– 1 Samuel 21-22 & Matthew 21-22 
• Thurs – 5/9 – 1 Samuel 23-24 & Matthew 23-24 
• Fri – 5/10 – 1 Samuel 25-26 & Matthew 25-26 
• Sat – 5/11 – 1 Samuel 27-28 & Matthew 27-28 

Next Week’s Preaching Passage:  

• Acts 2:1-13 

Nursery Volunteers (please arrive by 10:15) 

• Today: Ben and Cara Schaffer 
• Next week: Kyle and Lizzie Oliphint 

§ 5/19: Chris and Heather Sizemore 

§ 5/26: Jim and Lorna Sizemore 

§ 6/2: Eric and Erin Sizemore 

Daily Bible Reflections: 

Part of our covenantal focus at Grace is providing multigenerational interaction 
and growth. We want to provide questions for you to study God’s Word with 
not only your family, but to invite other church family members to study it with 
you.  
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1. Sunday:  
• Read Ecclesiastes 3 – In a book which many people consider to be fatalistic and 

skeptical, how is God’s providence illustrated in v1-8? Explain the phrase “He 
has put eternity in their hearts” (3:11). How does this relate to what Paul says 
about everyone having the knowledge of God in Romans 1:18-32? How must 
we respond to those works of God that we cannot comprehend (cf 2 Corinthians 
5:7)? Since it is obvious that man can neither accelerate nor hinder God’s work 
in this world, how should man respond to God (v14-15)? 

2. Monday:  
• Read Ecclesiastes 4 – Why does the Preacher praise the dead over the oppressed 

(v1-3)? Which is fuller, one handful with quietness or two hands full—one with 
toil and the other with wind (v6)? What are the benefits of having friends and 
companions (v9-12)?  

3. Tuesday: 
• Read Ecclesiastes 5 – Why is it important for us to be sincere and serious in our 

worship to God (5:1; cf. Matt. 6:7; 15:9; Is. 1:10-17)? Why is the pursuit of 
religious ceremonialism a vain attempt to find fulfillment (v1-7)? What does it 
actually become (v1)? What is the proper motivation behind religion (v7)? Why 
can the man who loves wealth never be satisfied with wealth (v10)? Why can’t 
we find the security we seek in the wealth we accumulate in our own effort to 
provide that security (v11-12)? How can it be evil to hoard our wealth (5:1-17)? 
How is a little bit with contentment, able to give man peace and tranquility (v18-
20)? 

4. Wednesday: 
• Read Ecclesiastes 6 – Are riches, wealth, and honor evil things? What is the evil 

affliction associated with them (v2)? How is the stillborn child better than this 
man (v3-6)? What must a man learn in order to be happy with the things that he 
has (v7)? Answer the question the Preacher asked, “For what more has the wise 
man than the fool?” (v8). Refer to verses in previous chapters to support your 
answer. How is man’s life like a shadow (v12; cf. Psalm 144:4)? 

5. Thursday:  
• Read Ecclesiastes 7 – Why would the man be considered wise who recognizes 

the value of those things mentioned in chapter 7, when everyone else thinks that 
they are foolishness? What is the value of wisdom (v11-14)? How could a 
person be overly righteous or overly wicked (v16-18)? Why might he go to 
either extreme? What two realizations about ourselves, and our fellowman, 
should make us more tolerant and patient with others (v20-22)? Why is there 
wisdom in searching out to find “the reason of things” (v25,27)? 

6. Friday: 
• Read Ecclesiastes 8 – Answer the Preacher’s question, “Who is like a wise 

man?” (v1). How does he counsel us to act before our rulers (v2-3)? What will 
wisdom tell us about the king and his position (v4-8)?  Not only is it unfair that 
wickedness is not immediately punished, but how does the wicked reason in 
response to that fact (v11)? What will eventually happen anyway (v12-13)? 
What is true about the work of God (v17)? What should be our response to His 
work then?
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Student Ministries of Grace:  

• Final Camp Fundraiser: our students are hosting the church-wide variety 
show on TONIGHT from 6-7 pm at the church, followed by refreshments. 
Please come support our covenant students as they perform various talents in 
preparation for their summer camps!   

PILOT GCPC MEMBERSHIP CLASS!   
• During the Sunday School hour, at 9:30 on May 12 and 19, Kyle will be 

teaching a "pilot" version of GCPC's New Members Class at the newly 
improved Westminster Hall.  Whether you have been here since our days 
meeting at a local school, or are just now visiting us, we would love to see 
you there!  Every one of us can be encouraged and benefit from learning 
about what GCPC is all about.  Also, we would welcome your suggestions to 
improve the class for future offerings. 

Vacation Bible School 
• ROAR: Life is Wild, God is Good! June 24-28. Please register now! We are 

working to reach the apartments next door and the neighborhood across from 
us this year. We need VOLUNTEERS! Please fill out the volunteer form on 
LOG Facebook page. See Tiffany Morgan for info.  

Missions of Grace:  
• The application and trip deposit deadline for this summer’s Reynosa Trip is 

TODAY. For more information, please contact John Rohde at 
john.rohde63@gmail.com, or at (480) 398-5538. 

• Pastor Paul Billy Arnold of India has been busy introducing and training men 
in the reformed faith and the Presbyterian church. GCPC has provided 
support for this wonderful and vital work.  A one year training for 40 Indian 
men in the Presbyterian Church Planting Network will soon begin. Please 
pray for provision of the needed facilities to host this course.  

Guys of Grace: text@goggr to 81010 for updates 
• Guys Bible study every other Wednesday from 7-8:30 pm at the church. Our 

meetings for May are 5/8 and 5/22.    
• Men’s Morning Prayer: every Tuesday morning at 6:15 in the church 

conference room. Coffee and fellowship provided.  
GriefShare: 

• We have begun another GriefShare Session on Thursdays from 6:30-
8:00PM.  This thirteen-week class is Christ-centered, Biblical teaching that 
helps anyone dealing with the loss of a loved one.  If you, or someone you 
know, is needing comfort and encouragement to help you through your grief 
journey, please consider joining us for this time of teaching, sharing and 
caring.  If you have any questions or would like more information, please 
contact Brian or Anne Nelson.  


