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 G R A C E   C O M M U N I T Y 
Presbyterian Church, PCA 

ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
July 21, 2019 

10:30 AM 
Reflection: 

“The ministry and martyrdom of Stephen mark the transition from the 
first phase of apostolic witness 'in Jerusalem,' to the second phase 'in all 
Judea and Samaria'.”                Dennis Johnson 
 

               
Prelude 
 
Welcome 

——————WORSHIP IN PRAISE—————— 
 
Silent Preparation 
 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 
 

Call to Worship..............................................................................Acts 7 

Minister:  Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. 

People:  What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord, 
or what is the place of my rest? Did not my hand make 
all these things? 

 
Prayer of Invocation 
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Hymn of Invocation........................Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending  

 
 

“We expect that as we grow in grace we shall behold more and more of God’s 
glory; but we shall see it best in the Well-beloved, even in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
What a sight of God we shall enjoy in heaven! We are tending that way, and, as we 
get nearer and nearer, our sight and vision of the glory of God in Christ is every day 
increased.”        C.H. Spurgeon 
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Hymn of Preparation........................What Wondrous Love Is This? (#261) 

 
——————WORSHIP IN CONFESSION AND PARDON—————— 

Call to Confession .....................................................from 1 Corinthians 6 
Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? 

Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the 

greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom 
of God.  

Prayer of Confession  
Words of Comfort and Promise............................... from 1 Corinthians 6 

And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, 
you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of 

our God.  
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———Commissioning Members of Our Reynosa Mission Team——— 

Tracy Carter 
Nash Carter 
Beatrix Caudal 
Callie Chambers 
William Dennison 
Justin Hoshauer 
Carol Hudson 
Rick Hudson 

Katie Oliphint 
John Rohde 
Samantha Rohde 
Jacob Sizemore 
Jon Timpf 
Lauren Timpf 
Kiera Tracy  

Ruling Elder Justice Kerr 
 
• From July 28-August 3, our church will be sending a team of 14 to 

Reynosa, Mexico. They will be working alongside Isaiah 55, a mission 
that ministers to the entire city section of Aquiles and to the deaf 
community in Reynosa. Our team will be engaged in various construction 
projects, school construction, neighborhood beautification, VBS, and 
encouraging the missionaries who are permanently stationed in Mexico. 

• Please be praying for safe travels throughout the trip, for safety while in 
Mexico, that Isaiah 55 would prosper in spreading the gospel to the 
families of Aquiles and Reynosa, that our team would be able to 
complete all work assigned to them, and that those leading the trip would 
be able to assist everyone in having a fun and safe experience. 

Prayer of Commission 

“The whole Bible is itself a missional phenomenon. The writings that now comprise 
our Bible are themselves the product of and witness to the ultimate mission of God. 
The Bible renders to us the story of God's mission through God's people in their 
engagement with God's world for the sake of the whole of God's creation. The Bible is 
the drama of this God of purpose engaged in the mission of achieving that purpose 
universally, embracing past, present and future, Israel and the nations, "life, the 
universe and everything," and with its centre, focus, climax, and completion in Jesus 
Christ. Mission is not just one of a list of things that the Bible happens to talk about, 
only a bit more urgently than some. Mission is, in that much-abused phrase, "what it's 
all about. There should be no theology that does not relate to the mission of the church 
– either by being generated out of the church’s mission or by inspiring and shaping it. 
And there should be no mission of the church carried on without deep theological 
roots in the soil of the Bible. No theology without missional impact; no mission 
without theological foundations.”             Christopher Wright  
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Hymn of Response.............................................................O Church, Arise 
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——————WORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACE—————— 

The First Reading of God’s Word....................................Exodus 34:29-35 
pp 914-916 

 
The Second Reading of God’s Word.....................................Acts 6:8-7:60 

pp 914-916 
 Reader: This is the Word of God. 
 People: Amen! 

Prayer of Consecration 
We offer an optional Children’s Church for children 4 years old through 1st grade. 
If you choose to have your children participate, you may dismiss them for CC as we 
sing the hymn printed below. Please know we welcome and encourage your children 
to remain with you during the sermon. However, in CC they will be hearing from 
the same text that the sermon is based upon, so you may discuss the message as a 
family after church if you wish to do so. 

Hymn of Preparation...........................................................Show Us Christ  

 
Hearing from God’s Word....................................................Acts 6:8-7:60 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint                       Stephen 
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Please see instructions on the inside back cover of your bulletin 

Use the quotes below to help focus your heart and mind on this celebration:  
“Let the heirs of the kingdom behave themselves suitably to their 
character and dignity. Live as having the faith and hope of this 
glorious kingdom: Let your conversation be in heaven. Let your souls 
delight in communion with God while you are on earth, since you look 
for your happiness in communion with him in heaven. Let your speech 
and actions savor of heaven; and in your manner of life, look like the 
country to which you are going.”              Thomas Boston 
“When we see the humility and obedience of Christ, when we look on 
Christ as God’s chosen servant in all this, and as our surety and head, it 
transforms us to the like humility and obedience.”   Richard Sibbes 
“Christ’s victory … is the overcoming of the law, of sin, our flesh, the 
world, the devil, death, hell and all evils; and this his victory he has 
given to us. Although, then, these tyrants and these enemies of ours 
accuse us and make us afraid, yet they cannot drive us to despair, nor 
condemn us; for Christ, whom God the Father has raised up from the 
dead, is our righteousness and victory.”    Martin Luther 
“The use of sacraments is but only in this life, yet so that here they concern 
a far better life than this, and are for that cause accompanied with “grace 
that works salvation.” Sacraments are the powerful instruments of God to 
eternal life. For as our natural life consists in the union of the body with the 
soul, so our supernatural life in the union of the soul with God.”      
                 Richard Hooker 
“You have no cause for desperation, although the devil rage never so 
cruelly, and although the flesh be never so frail, daily and hourly 
lusting against God’s holy commandments, indeed, striving against the 
same. This is not the time of justice before our own eyes; we look for 
that which is promised, the kingdom everlasting, prepared for us from 
the beginning.”           John Knox   
“The most excellent study for expanding the soul, is the science of Christ, 
and Him crucified, and the knowledge of the Godhead in the glorious 
Trinity. Nothing will so enlarge the intellect, nothing so magnify the whole 
soul of man, as a devout, earnest, continued investigation of the great 
subject of the Deity.”       C.H. Spurgeon                                   
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Communion Hymns
 

O Sacred Head Now Wounded (#247)–Bernard of Clairvaux/Hans Hassler 
 

1. O sacred Head, now wounded,  
With grief and shame weighed down,  
Now scornfully surrounded  
With thorns, thine only crown:  
O sacred Head, what glory, 
What bliss till now was thine!  
Yet, though despised and gory, 
I joy to call thee mine. 
 
2. What thou, my Lord, hast suffered  
Was all for sinners' gain;  
Mine, mine was the transgression,  
But thine the deadly pain.  

Lo, here I fall, my Savior!  
'Tis I deserve thy place;  
Look on me with thy favor,  
Vouchsafe to me thy grace.  
 
3. What language shall I borrow  
To thank thee, dearest friend,  
For this thy dying sorrow,  
Thy pity without end?  
O make me thine forever;  
And should I fainting be,  
Lord, let me never, never  
Outlive my love for thee. 
 

To Christ the Lord – Laura Taylor/Samuel Stennett 
 

1. To Christ the Lord let every tongue  
Its noblest tribute bring. 
When He’s the subject of the song, 
Who can refuse to sing?  
Survey the beauties of His face, 
And on His glories dwell. 
Think of the wonder of His grace, 
And all His triumphs tell. 
 
2. Majestic sweetness sits enthroned  
Upon His awful brow. 
His head with radiant glories crowned . 
His lips with grace overflow. 
No mortal can with Him compare  
Among the sons of men. 
Fairer He is than all the fair  
That fill the Heavenly train. 
 
3. He saw me plunged in deep distress;  
He fled to my relief. 
For me He bore the shameful cross  
And carried all my grief. 

His hand a thousand blessings pours  
Upon my guilty head. 
His presence gilds my darkest hours 
And guards my sleeping bed. 
 
4. To Him I owe my life and breath  
And all the joys I have. 
He makes me triumph over death  
And saves me from the grave.  
To Heaven the place of His abode  
He brings my weary feet. 
Shows me the glories of my God  
And makes my joy complete. 
 
5. Since from His bounty I receive  
Such proofs of love divine  
Had I a thousand hearts to give, 
Lord, they should all be Thine. 
A thousand men could not compose  
A worthy song to bring, 
Yet Your love is a melody  
Our hearts can’t help but sing. 
 

Bread of the World in Mercy Broken (#425) – Reginald Heber/John S. B. Hodges 
 

1. Bread of the world in mercy broken,  
Wine of the soul in mercy shed,  
By whom the words of life were spoken, 
And in whose death our sins are dead. 

2. Look on the heart by sorrow broken,  
Look on the tears by sinners shed; 
And be thy feast to us the token 
That by thy grace our souls are fed. 
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———————WORSHIP IN GRATITUDE—————— 
Offertory.....................................................March on, O Soul with Strength

March on, O soul, with strength! 
Like those strong men of old 

Who ’gainst enthronèd wrong 

Stood confident and bold; 
Who, thrust in prison or cast to flame 

Still made their glory in Thy name. 
Closing Hymn.........................................The God of Abraham Praise (#34) 

 
Benediction
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For 2019, we are providing a basic Family Worship plan to help our families to 
more regularly worship together during the week.   

Weekly Hymn: O Church Arise  

Shorter Catechism for Young Children –  

• Q130: What sign is used in baptism? 
A: Washing with water. 

 Shorter Catechism –  

• Q23: What offices does Christ execute as our redeemer? 
Answer: Christ, as our redeemer, executes the offices of a prophet, of a 
priest, and of a king, both in his estate of humiliation and exaltation. 

Bible Reading: 

• Sun – 7/21 – Nehemiah 1-2 & HC Lord’s Day 8 
• Mon – 7/22– Nehemiah 3-4 & HC Lord’s Day 9 
• Tue – 7/23 – Nehemiah 5-6 & HC Lord’s Day 10 
• Wed – 7/24 – Nehemiah 7-8 & HC Lord’s Day 11 
• Thurs – 7/25 – Nehemiah 9-10 & HC Lord’s Day 12 
• Fri – 7/26 – Nehemiah 11-13 & HC Lord’s Day 13 
• Sat – 7/27 – Esther 1-2 & HC Lord’s Day 14 

Next Week’s Preaching Passage:  

• Acts 8:1-25 

Nursery Volunteers (please arrive by 10:15) 

• Today: Sam and Megan Armitage 
• Next week: Rhett and Britt Bentson 

§ 8/4: Duane and Bethany Brooks 

§ 8/11: Elijah and Camelia Brown   

§ 8/18: Justin and Audrey Campbell 

Daily Bible Reflections: 

Part of our covenantal focus at Grace is providing multigenerational interaction 
and growth. We want to provide questions for you to study God’s Word with 
not only your family, but to invite other church family members to study it with 
you.  
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1. Sunday:  
a. Read Acts 27:1-12— Who supervised Paul’s trip to Rome? What was his 

position? On what ship did they begin the trip, and who accompanied Paul? 
Where did they land first (see map), and how was Paul treated (v1-3)? What 
time of year was it, and what warning did Paul give (v9,10)? Whom did the 
centurion listen to, what decision was made, and why (v11,12)? 

2. Monday: 
a. Read Acts 27:13-38— What problem arose in v13-15? What provisions did they 

make to deal with the problem (v16-20)? How long did this continue, and how 
did it affect the people (v20)? What revelation did Paul receive then, and how 
did he receive it in v21-26? What lessons can we learn about faith and prayer? 
What effect would this have on the others in the boat? What did the sailors 
attempt to do, and how were they prevented (v30-32)? What did Paul say to 
encourage everyone in v33,34? What example did he set, and what did he do 
beforehand? What effect did this have on the other people, and how many were 
there (v36,37)? 

3. Tuesday:   
a. Read Acts 27:39-44— What decision was made next day, and why did it not 

work (v39-41)? How did everyone escape to land in v42-44? Why were the 
prisoners spared, and what does this tell you? 

4. Wednesday: 
a. Read Acts 28:1-10— What was the name of the island where Paul was 

shipwrecked and what were the inhabitants like? What problem did Paul have, 
and what did the natives think as a result in v3-4? What similar errors are 
sometimes made today? What did Paul do, and what did the people think then in 
5-6? What prominent person lived nearby, and how did he treat the survivors 
(v7)? Describe the miracle done for this man’s relative in v8, what was the 
purpose behind the miracle? What other miracles did Paul do? How were the 
survivors treated in v9-10? 

5. Thursday:  
a. Read Acts 28:11-16— On what ship did they leave the island? Describe the trip 

from Melita (Malta) to Appii Forum in v12-15 (see map). How did the brethren 
help Paul, and how did this affect him? What freedom was Paul given that 
would have been unusual for a prisoner of that time (v16,30)? 

6. Friday:  
a. Read Acts 28:17-31— Whom did Paul call? What did he say the Romans 

thought of his case (v17,18)? What reason did he give why he was in Rome in 
v19? What did his case have to do with Israel’s hope? What had the Jews heard 
about Paul, and why did they want to talk to him (v20-22)? What reputation did 
the church have? What lessons can we learn? What did Paul talk about, and what 
effect did this have in v23-24? According to earlier studies in Acts, what 
specific things might he have said? What Old Testament Scripture did Paul 
quote in v25-27? What is the meaning of this passage? What does this teach us 
about the nature of unbelief? What did Paul intend to do in the future (v28)? 
How long did he live in that house, and what did he do there in v30-31? What 
message did he preach?  
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Relationship Building Opportunity: 
• Interested in joining with a group of individuals+couples+families to have 

dinner/fellowship together in one another’s homes?  Our next GCPC dinner groups 
are forming soon, and the goal is 4 dinners between August and January.   Contact 
Anne Nelson (405)250-6680 or anneokc@gmail.com to indicate interest or ask 
questions; or use Ladies of Grace or Men of Grace, on Facebook, to sign up! 

Missions of Grace:  
• The Missions of Grace team is preparing to distribute World Relief Refugee 

Welcome baskets sometime during the month of August or September. We still have 
four (4) baskets left to distribute and would love to see volunteers sign up to help 
when sign up is announced. Distribution of the baskets usually takes about half a day 
as there is an introductory training involved, as well as the actual meeting with a 
refugee family and the travel time to and from World Relief Headquarters in Fort 
Worth.  

• Update from Billy Arnold in India: We are excited about a new Church Planting 
work in the city of Chennai. 4 years ago, Christopher David came into our lives and 
Bangalore Presbyterian Church decided to support him to study at Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary. This year he will graduate and his passion to see an English 
congregation that lives and preaches grace is as it was when he came to us. God 
willing, he will graduate in May and join us for a two year internship in Bangalore. 
During this time, he will have ministry experience and so some of the spade work to 
plant the congregation in Chennai. Please do pray for this young man and a team that 
he seeks to put together before the proposed launch in 2021. Though we have planted 
vernacular congregations in Chennai this opportunity is particularly sweet as over the 
last 25 years in ministry many have asked us for an English speaking reformed 
congregation in Chennai and we have had to say we don’t know of any. 

Student Ministries of Grace:  
• Middle School:  

§ Wednesday, 7/24, Top Golf, 10am-1pm 
§ Twin Points Beach, 8/5, 10-2 pm, $5   

• High School:  
§ Wednesday, 7/31, Top Golf, 10am-1pm. 
§ River float: 8/5-8/6 in San Antonio. More details to come.  

• Senior Sunday: we will be honoring our graduates on August 11th.  
• Leadership Training: we are looking for more adult leaders with our students and 

will be having information & training on Wednesdays in August starting on the 7th. 
Please consider joining our covenant ministry to our teens.  

Covenant & Family Conference: 8/16-8/17 
• What role does covenant theology play in our closest and most important 

relationships? In our families? In our parenting? In our fellowship with one another? 
This conference is open to all attendees of GCPC as we look at the pastoral approach 
to applying our treasured theology to everyday life.  

• Schedule: Friday evening: 7-8:30pm; Saturday morning: 8:30-11:30 followed by 
fellowship lunch. Childcare provided for 2 and under.  


