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 G R A C E   C O M M U N I T Y 
Presbyterian Church, PCA 

ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
August 4, 2019 

10:30 AM 
Reflection: 

“Behind this abrupt command [in Acts 8] was the foreknowledge of God, 
who knew all about the Ethiopian, knew the position he held in his native 
land, knew why he had come to Jerusalem, knew the deep, unsatisfied 
hunger of his heart, knew he was on the way home, knew all about his 
chariot, knew exactly where he was on the road, knew what book he was 
reading, knew his perplexity and his dogged persistence. We are now 
about to witness one of those amazing meetings that take place from time 
to time on earth, the details of which are all determined in heaven and 
directed by the Spirit of God.”    John Philips    
           

Prelude 
               
Welcome 

——————WORSHIP IN PRAISE—————— 
 
Silent Preparation 
 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 
 

Call to Worship..............................................................................Isaiah 52 

Minister:  How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who 
brings good news, who publishes peace, who brings good 
news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to 
Zion, “Your God reigns!” 

People:  Break forth together into singing, you waste places of 
Jerusalem, for the Lord has comforted his people; he has 
redeemed Jerusalem.  
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Hymn of Adoration.........................Crown Him with Many Crowns (#295) 

 
 
 
Prayer of Adoration 
 

“Reliance on ourselves is no option in light of the cross. However fantastically 
marvelous we may think we are, the cross is God’s verdict on us as sinners. It 
annihilates even the possibility of finally placing our trust in ourselves. Meaning we 
can know a far greater assurance, anchoring it in firm ground outside ourselves, in 
Christ. Christians are people who have given up all claims to both our badness and 
our goodness—and instead gotten him.”                 Michael Reeves 
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Hymn of Preparation.......................Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted (#257)  

 
——————WORSHIP IN CONFESSION AND PARDON—————— 

Call to Confession  
Prayer of Confession  
Words of Comfort and Promise..........................................from Isaiah 53 

But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with 

his wounds we are healed. 
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Hymn of Response....................When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (#252) 

 
 
 

“The crucifixion is the touchstone of Christian authenticity, the unique feature by 
which everything else, including the resurrection, is given its true significance. The 
resurrection is not a set piece. It is not an isolated demonstration of divine 
dazzlement. It is not to be detached from its abhorrent first act. The resurrection is, 
precisely, the vindication of a man who was crucified. Without the cross at the center 
of the Christian proclamation, the Jesus story can be treated as just another story 
about a charismatic spiritual figure. It is the crucifixion that marks out Christianity as 
something definitively different in the history of religion. It is in the crucifixion that 
the nature of God is truly revealed. Since the resurrection is God's mighty 
transhistorical Yes to the historically crucified Son, we can assert that the crucifixion 
is the most important historical event that has ever happened. The resurrection, being 
a transhistorical event planted within history, does not cancel out the contradiction 
and shame of the cross in this present life; rather, the resurrection ratifies the cross as 
the way "until he comes.”                Fleming Rutledge  
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Confession of Faith..........................................The Heidelberg Catechism*   
Ruling Elder Andrew Caudal 

Elder:  What do you understand by the providence of God? 
 
People:  God's providence is His almighty and ever present 

power,  whereby, as with His hand, He still upholds 
heaven and earth and all creatures, and so governs them 
that leaf and blade, rain and drought, fruitful and 
barren years, food and drink, health and sickness, riches 
and poverty, indeed, all things, come to us not by chance  
but by His fatherly hand. 

 
Elder:  What does it benefit us to know that God has created all 

things and still upholds them by his providence? 
 
People:  We can be patient in adversity, thankful in prosperity, 

and with a view to the future we can have a firm 
confidence in our faithful God and Father that no 
creature shall separate us from his love; for all creatures 
are so completely in his hand that without his will they 
cannot so much as move. 

 
 
 

*The Heidelberg Catechism was written in Heidelberg, Germany at the request of 
Elector Frederick III, ruler of the most influential German province, the Palatinate, 
from 1559 to 1576. This pious Christian prince commissioned Zacharius Ursinus, 
twenty-eight years of age and professor of theology at the Heidelberg University, 
and Caspar Olevianus, twenty-six years old and Frederick's court preacher, to 
prepare a catechism for instructing the youth and for guiding pastors and teachers. 
The Catechism was soon divided into fifty-two sections, so that a section of the 
Catechism could be explained to the churches each Sunday of the year. The 
National Synods of the sixteenth century adopted it as one of the Three Forms of 
Unity, requiring office-bearers to subscribe to it and ministers to explain it to the 
churches. These requirements were strongly emphasized by the great Synod of 
Dort in 1618-19. The Heidelberg Catechism has been translated into many 
languages and is one of the most influential and generally accepted of the several 
catechisms of Reformation times. 
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——————WORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACE—————— 

The First Reading of God’s Word.......................Isaiah 52:13-Isaiah 53:12 
pp 613-614 

 
The Second Reading of God’s Word......................................Acts 8:26-40 

p 917 
 Reader: This is the Word of God. 
 People: Amen! 

Prayer of Consecration 
We offer an optional Children’s Church for children 4 years old through 1st grade. 
If you choose to have your children participate, you may dismiss them for CC as we 
sing the hymn printed below. Please know we welcome and encourage your children 
to remain with you during the sermon. However, in CC they will be hearing from 
the same text that the sermon is based upon, so you may discuss the message as a 
family after church if you wish to do so. 

Hymn of Preparation...........................................................Speak, O Lord   

 
Hearing from God’s Word.....................................................Acts 8:26-40 
Rev. Davis W. Morgan             The Good News About Jesus 
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Please see instructions on the inside back cover of your bulletin 

Use the quotes below to help focus your heart and mind on this celebration:  
“Consider, finally, what it meant to Him to do this for us. “I go,” He 
says. Where is He going? He is going to the Garden of Gethsemane to 
sweat drops of blood. Where is He going? He is going to be arrested, to 
be tried in court, to be mocked and jeered and laughed at. He is going 
to be spat upon, to have His holy body scourged. He is going to have a 
crown of thorns placed upon His head. They will take Him and drive 
cruel nails into His blessed hands and feet. He is going to be nailed to a 
tree. Can you picture it happening to you, with nails being hammered 
in through hands and feet? That is what He is going to. And, too, He is 
going to endure the mockery and the spitting and the jeering of the 
cruel mob; they did not know who He was or what He was doing. He is 
going to die and to be laid in a grace, He who is the eternal Son of God 
through whom the world was made and by whom all things consist. He 
is going deliberately to all that because that is the only way whereby 
the door and the gate of heaven can be opened for us. “I go to prepare 
a place in heaven with God, a mansion for you. Beloved friend, have 
you realized that the Lord Jesus Christ has done all that for you? If 
you see it, if you believe it, you will agree with Paul when he says that 
you are not your own, you “are bought with a price,” therefore you 
must give yourself and your life to Him (1 Cor. 6:20). If you believe 
Him, you can know for certain that He has prepared a place for you 
and will come again and received you unto Himself so that where He is, 
you shall be also.”        Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
 
“Atonement is the brain and spinal cord of Christianity. Take away the 
cleansing blood, and what is left to the guilty?”          Charles Spurgeon  
 
“Creation is about the spreading, the diffusion, the outward explosion 
of that love. This God is the very opposite of greedy, hungry, selfish 
emptiness; in his self-giving he naturally pours forth life and goodness. 
He is, then, the source of all that is good, and that means he is not the 
sort of God who would call people to himself away from happiness in 
good things. Goodness and ultimate happiness are to be found with 
him, not apart from him.”               Michael Reeves 
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Communion Hymns
 

My Jesus, I Love Thee (#648) – William Featherstone/Adoniram Gordan 
 

1. My Jesus, I love Thee, I know Thou art 
mine; for Thee all the follies of sin I 
resign. My gracious Redeemer, my Savior 
art Thou; if ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, 
‘tis now. 
 
2. I love Thee because Thou hast first 
loved me, and purchased my pardon  
on Calvary’s tree. I love Thee for wearing 
the thorns on Thy brow;  
if ever I loved Thee, my Jesus ‘tis now. 
 

3. I’ll love Thee in life, and I’ll love Thee 
in death. I’ll praise Thee as long as Thou 
lendest me breath; and say when the death 
dew lies cold on my brow, if ever I loved 
Thee, my Jesus ‘tis now. 
 
4. In mansions of glory and endless 
delight, I’ll ever adore Thee in Heaven so 
bright; and sing with the glittering crown 
on my brow; if ever I loved Thee, my 
Jesus ‘tis now. 

Jesus Paid It All (#308) – Elvina Hall/John Grape 
 

1. I hear the Savior say, 
“Your strength indeed is small; 
Child of weakness, watch and pray, 
Find in Me your all in all.” 
 
Chorus:  
Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe;  
Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow. 
 
2. Lord, now indeed I find 
Your power and yours alone, 

Can change the leper’s spots 
And melt the heart of stone. Chorus 
 
3. For nothing good have I 
Whereby your grace to claim 
I’ll wash my garments white 
In the blood of Calvary’s Lamb. Chorus 
 
4. And when before the throne 
I stand in Him complete, 
“Jesus died my soul to save,” 
My lips shall still repeat. Chorus 
 

The Power of the Cross – Keith Getty/Stuart Townand 
 

1 Oh, to see the dawn of the darkest day: 
Christ on the road to Calvary. 
Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, then 
Nailed to a cross of wood. 
 
Chorus: This, the power of the cross: 
Christ became sin for us, 
Took the blame, bore the wrath: 
We stand forgiven at the cross. 
 
2. Oh, to see the pain written on Your face 
Bearing the awesome weight of sin; 
Every bitter thought, every evil deed 
Crowning Your bloodstained brow.  
Chorus 
 

3. Now the daylight flees, now the ground 
beneath quakes as its Maker bows His 
head. 
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life; 
'Finished!' the victory cry.  
Chorus 
 
4. Oh, to see my name written in the 
wounds, for through Your suffering I am 
free. Death is crushed to death, life is 
mine to live, won through Your selfless 
love. 
 
Chorus: This, the power of the cross: 
Son of God, slain for us. 
What a love! What a cost! 
We stand forgiven at the cross. 
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———————WORSHIP IN GRATITUDE——————  
Offertory

 
Closing Hymn.....................................................................Amazing Grace   

 
 
 
Benediction
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For 2019, we are providing a basic Family Worship plan to help our families to 
more regularly worship together during the week.   

Weekly Hymn: Amazing Grace   

Shorter Catechism for Young Children –  

• Q132: Into whose name are we baptized? 
Answer: Into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 Shorter Catechism –  

• Q25: How does Christ execute the office of a priest? 
Answer: Christ executes the office of a priest, in his once offering up of 
himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, and reconcile us to God; and 
in making continual intercession for us. 

Bible Reading: 

• Sun – 8/4– Job 6-7 & HC Lord’s Day 22 
• Mon – 8/5– Job 8-9 & HC Lord’s Day 23 
• Tue – 8/6 – Job 10-11 & HC Lord’s Day 24 
• Wed – 8/7 – Job 12-13 & HC Lord’s Day 25 
• Thurs – 8/8 – Job 14-15 & HC Lord’s Day 26 
• Fri – 8/9 – Job 16-17 & HC Lord’s Day 27 
• Sat – 8/10 – Job 18-20 & HC Lord’s Day 28 

Next Week’s Preaching Passage:  

• Acts 9:1-19 

Nursery Volunteers (please arrive by 10:15) 

• Today: Duane and Bethany Brooks 
• Next week: Caleb and Jessica Bell 

§ 8/18: Justin and Audrey Campbell 

§ 8/25: Micah and Katelyn Campbell 

§ 9/1: Robert and Rose Cardona  

Daily Bible Reflections: 

Part of our covenantal focus at Grace is providing multigenerational interaction 
and growth. We want to provide questions for you to study God’s Word with 
not only your family, but to invite other church family members to study it with 
you.  
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1. Sunday:  
a. Read Jeremiah 7:1-34— What specific place did God tell Jeremiah to deliver his 

prophecy (v1-2)? What did the people need to do in order to continue to live in 
their land in peace? What had the people been taking for granted as a sign of 
their permanent standing with God (v3-4)? What specific changes was God 
looking for in the behavior of the people of Israel (v5-7)? How was Israel 
demonstrating double-mindedness in relation to God (v9-10)? Why did God tell 
Jeremiah not even to pray for the people (v16-18)? Who suffered the greatest 
harm from the evil deeds of Israel (v30-32)? What can we learn about the power 
immorality has on a society and how does being in Christ inform the way we are 
to think and live about such things (see Rom12:1-2; 9-21)?  

2. Monday: 
a. Read Jeremiah 8:1-22—What horrible things did Jeremiah say would happen 

under the “sun and the moon and all the stars of heaven” which the people had 
made into gods (v1-2)? What curse would all the survivors of the invasion have 
in common (v3)? What ways did Israel’s stubbornness seem “unnatural” to God 
in (v4-7)? Who was guilty of greed, deceit, and minimizing Israel’s predicament 
(v10-11)? What did God determine to take away from Israel (v13)? What was 
the cry of the people in the face of God’s judgment (v14-16)? What was the cry 
of Jeremiah’s heart as he contemplated the judgments he was announcing (v18-
20)? What should be the cry of the Christian as we live in a ungodly society (see 
Phil. 2:12-18)?  

3. Tuesday:   
a. Read Jeremiah 9:1-26— Why did Jeremiah want to separate himself from his 

people, in spite of his sadness for them (v1-2)? What warning did Jeremiah 
receive from God concerning the people among whom he lived (v4-6)? What 
was it about the words of the people that displeased God (v7-9)?  What did God 
reveal to Jeremiah about the desolation of the land (v10-16)? What were some of 
the illustrations of grief and destruction given in Jeremiah’s prophecy (v17-22)? 
What is the only boast that has legitimacy with God (v23-24)?  

4. Wednesday: 
a. Read Jeremiah 10:1-25— Why were the customs regarding the making of idols 

called worthless (v3-5)? What surpassing qualities of God did Jeremiah praise 
(v6-8)? How did Jeremiah compare the idols of his day to the living God (v8-
10)? What future did God predict for the false gods that fascinated the people of 
Israel (v11)? What examples of God’s power did Jeremiah list in order to make 
his case (v12-13)? What ways did Jeremiah say God was far superior to the gods 
of the other nations (v16)? How did Jeremiah describe the suffering of Israel in 
very personal terms (v19-20)? What great truth is revealed to us through 
Jeremiah (v23)?  

5. Thursday:  
a. Read Jeremiah 11:1-23— What important era in their history did God want 

Jeremiah to remind Israel (v1-5)? Why was God punishing His people (v9-11)? 
What did God say the people would discover when they sought help from the 
gods they had been worshiping (v11-12)? What did the Lord promise to do to 
the people of Anathoth who had threatened Jeremiah (v22-23)?   
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Relationship Building Opportunity 

• Interested in joining with a group of individuals + couples + families 

to have dinner and fellowship in one another’s homes?  Our next 

GCPC DINNER GROUPS are forming soon, and the goal is 4 dinners 

between September and February.  Contact Anne Nelson, (405)250-

6680, or anneokc@gmail.com to indicate interest or questions; and be 

watching for more sign-up info via LOG or MOG Facebook. 

Ladies of Grace: 

• Save the date: 9/20-21 LoG Fall Retreat! Details coming soon! 

Missions of Grace:  

• Save the Date - GCPC Missions Fair; Oct.6th; 6:00-7:30 PM. Details 

coming soon. Please pray for all those going on the Mission Trip to 

Reynosa, Mexico. 

• Please pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out 1% of PCA 

members as laborers into His harvest. 

Student Ministries of Grace:  

• Middle School:  

§ Twin Points Beach, 8/5, 10-2 pm, $5   

• High School:  

§ River float: 8/5-8/6 in San Antonio. See Andrew & Rebecca Caudal 

for more details.   

• Leadership Training: we are looking for more adult leaders with our 

students and will be having information & training on Wednesdays in 

August starting on the 7th. Please consider joining our covenant 

ministry to our teens. 
 


