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 G R A C E   C O M M U N I T Y 
Presbyterian Church, PCA 

ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
December 1, 2019 

10:30 AM 
Reflection: 

“Those who try to combat the powers of evil through techniques and 
stratagems of power rather than through humble trust in Jesus will find 
themselves beaten by an Enemy far stronger and more cunning than they 
are.”                Dennis Johnson 

 
 
Prelude                  
 
Welcome 

——————WORSHIP IN PRAISE—————— 
 
Silent Preparation 
 
 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 
 

Call to Worship...............................................................the Book of Isaiah  

Minister:  ‘Come now, let us reason together’, says the LORD: ‘though 
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red like crimson, they shall become like 
wool.’ 

People:   Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel – which means, ‘God with 
us’.  

Prayer of Invocation 
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Hymn of Invocation...........................O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (#194)  

 

“Every name for Jesus is full of hope. As Emmanuel (Isaiah 8:8) — “God with us” — he will pay 
the ransom that only a God-man can pay. As Rod of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1), springing from a dead 
stump, he will free his people, by death and resurrection, from Satan’s tyranny, and make them free 
forever. As the Day-spring (Luke 1:78) — the dawn of God’s kingdom — he will be the light of the 
world, and banish the hopelessness of darkness. As the Key of David (Isaiah 22:22), he rescues us 
from hell, locks the door behind us, unlocks the door of heaven, and brings us home. And as the 
Desire of nations (Haggai 2:7), he will draw the ransomed from every people and make them a 
kingdom of peace. This is who Jesus is. This is what he already achieved and will complete. And so 
with every verse, the refrain reaches down musically into our weak hearts and pulls us up, in faith, 
to see the certainty of the end.”                    John Piper  
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Hymn of Preparation.............................................................Who Is This?  
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——————WORSHIP IN CONFESSION AND PARDON—————— 
Call to Confession...........................................................................1 John 3 
Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is 

lawlessness. 
Prayer of Confession 
Words of Comfort and Promise............................................from 1 John 3 
You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is 

no sin. 

Hymn of Response..........................................................Power in the Blood 

 



 5 

Confession of Faith................................................The Belgic Confession* 
Ruling Elder Candidate Sean Henry 

Elder:  What do we believe about Jesus Christ?  

People:  We believe that Jesus Christ, according to his divine 
nature, is the only begotten Son of God, begotten from 
eternity, not made nor created (for then he should be a 
creature), but co-essential and coeternal with the Father, 
the express image of his person, and the brightness of his 
glory, equal unto him in all things. He is the Son of God, 
not only from the time that he assumed our nature, but 
from all eternity, as these testimonies, when compared 
together, teach us. Moses says, that God created the 
world; and John says, that all things were made by that 
Word, which he calls God. And the apostle says, that 
God made the worlds by his Son; likewise, that God 
created all things by Jesus Christ. Therefore it must 
needs follow, that he, who is called God, the Word, the 
Son, and Jesus Christ, did exist at that time, when all 
things were created by him. Therefore the prophet 
Micah says, His goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting. And the apostle: He has neither beginning of 
days, nor end of life. He therefore is that true, eternal, 
and almighty God, whom we invoke, worship and serve.  

 

*During the sixteenth century the churches in the Netherlands were exposed to the 
most terrible persecution by the Roman Catholic government. To protest against 
this cruel oppression, and to prove to the persecutors that the adherents of the 
Reformed faith were not rebels, as was laid to their charge, but law-abiding 
citizens who professed the true Christian doctrine according to the Holy 
Scriptures, this confession was prepared in the year 1561 and stands as one of the 
best symbolical statements of Reformed doctrine. 
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——————WORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACE—————— 

The First Reading of God’s Word......................................Exodus 9:27-35  
p 52 

 
The Second Reading of God’s Word......................................Acts 19:1-22 

p928 
 Reader: This is the Word of God. 
 People: Amen! 

Prayer of Consecration 
We offer an optional Children’s Church for children 4 years old through 1st 
grade. If you choose to have your children participate, you may dismiss them for 
CC as we sing the hymn printed below. Please know we welcome and encourage 
your children to remain with you during the sermon. However, in CC they will be 
hearing from the same text that the sermon is based upon, so you may discuss the 
message as a family after church if you wish to do so. 

 
Hymn of Preparation..............................Take My Life and Let It Be (#585) 

 
 
Hearing from God’s Word...................................................Acts 19:1-22 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint                                  Paul in Ephesus 
 
Q. 155. How is the word made effectual to salvation? 
Answer: The Spirit of God makes the reading, but especially the preaching of the word, an 
effectual means of enlightening, convincing, and humbling sinners; of driving them out of 
themselves, and drawing them unto Christ; of conforming them to his image, and subduing 
them to his will; of strengthening them against temptations and corruptions; of building 
them up in grace, and establishing their hearts in holiness and comfort through faith unto 
salvation. 
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Please see instructions on the inside back cover of your bulletin 

Use the quotes below to help focus your heart and mind on this celebration:  
“Biblical holiness begins with the Holy. But the holy, by its very nature, can 
be approached only when we come as sinners. He is never accessible to us as 
consumers. We come in sackcloth and ashes, not as buyers. Indeed, we cannot 
approach the Holy at all on our own terms. We must see that the Holy has 
first approached us in Christ and, through him, reconciled us to himself. The 
revelation of the Holy would be unbearable were we to see it in any other way 
than from within Christ. In Christ, what we are seeing is God’s holiness in its 
action on our sin. Without Christ we would have to bear that judgment 
in ourselves What we see instead is holiness coming down in grace and, 
in Christ, going forth against our sin in triumph.”         David Wells 
 
“Mark well the great advantages you have for the attainment of holiness by 
seeking it in a right gospel order. You will have the advantage of the love God 
manifested towards you, in forgiving your sins, receiving you into favor, and 
giving you the spirit of adoption, and the hope of His glory freely through Christ, 
to persuade and constrain you by sweet allurements to love God again, who has so 
dearly loved you, and to love others for His sake, and to give up yourselves to the 
obedience of all His commands out of hearty love to Him. You will also enjoy the 
help of the Spirit of God to incline you powerfully to obedience, and to strengthen 
you for the performance of it against all your corruptions and the temptations of 
Satan, so that you will have both wind and tide to forward your voyage in the 
practice of holiness.”        Walter Marshall 
 
"The resurrection is the revelation to chosen witnesses of the fact that Jesus 
who died on the cross is indeed king - conqueror of death and sin, Lord and 
Savior of all. The resurrection is not the reversal of a defeat but the 
proclamation of a victory. The King reigns from the tree. The reign of God 
has indeed come upon us, and its sign is not a golden throne but a wooden 
cross.”                Lesslie Newbigin 
 
“The holiness of God teaches us that there is only one way to deal with sin– 
radically, seriously, painfully, constantly. If you do not so live, you do not 
live in the presence of the Holy One of Israel.”              Sinclair Ferguson 
 
“The authentically hopeful Christmas spirit has not looked away from the 
darkness, but straight into it. The true and victorious Christmas spirit does 
not look away from death, but directly at it. Otherwise, the message is cheap 
and false. Instead of pointing to someone else’s sin, we confess our own. ‘In 
our sins we have been a long time’ [Isaiah 64]. Advent begins in the dark.”  
                         Fleming Rutledge 
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Communion Hymns
 

Thou Dost Reign on High (#241) –Emily Elliott/Richard Matthews 
 

1. Thou dost reign on high with a kingly 
crown, yet thou camest to earth for me, 
And in Bethlehem's home was there found 
no room for thy holy nativity: 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for thee. 
 
2. Heaven's arches rang when the angels 
sang, proclaiming thy royal degree;  
But of lowly birth didst thou come to 
earth, and in great humility: 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for thee. 
 

3. Thou camest, O Lord, with the living 
word that should set thy people free;  
But with mocking scorn, and with crown 
of thorn, they bore thee to Calvary: 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
Thy cross is my only plea. 
 
4. When heav'n's arches shall ring, and her 
choirs shall sing, at thy coming to victory, 
Let thy voice call me home, 
Saying, "Yet there is room, 
There is room at my side for thee." 
And my heart shall rejoice, Lord Jesus, 
When thou comest and callest for me. 
 

Father, Long Before Creation – Chinese Hymn/Andrew Osenga 
1.Father, long before creation  
Thou hadst chosen us in love,  
And that love so deep, so moving,  
Draws us close to Christ above.  
Still it keeps us, still it keeps us.  
Firmly fixed in Christ alone. 
 
2.Though the world may change its 
fashion, Yet our God is e'er the same;  
His compassion and His covenant  
Through all ages will remain.  
God's own children, God's own children  
Must forever praise His name. 

3.God's compassion is my story,  
Is my boasting all the day;  
Mercy free and never failing  
Moves my will, directs my way.  
God so loved us, God so loved us  
That His only Son He gave. 
 
4.Loving Father now before Thee  
We will ever praise Thy love,  
And our songs will sound unceasing  
'Til we reach our home above,  
Giving glory, giving glory  
To our God and to the Lamb. 
 

He Will Hold Me Fast –Ada Habershon/Matthew Merker 
1. When I fear my faith will fail, 
Christ will hold me fast; 
When the tempter would prevail, 
He will hold me fast. 
I could never keep my hold 
Through life's fearful path; 
For my love is often cold; 
He must hold me fast. 
 
Refrain: He will hold me fast, 
He will hold me fast; 
For my Savior loves me so, 
He will hold me fast. 
 
2. Those He saves are His delight, 
Christ will hold me fast; 

Precious in His holy sight, 
He will hold me fast. 
He'll not let my soul be lost; 
His Promises shall last; 
Bought by Him at such a cost, 
He will hold me fast. Refrain 
 
3. For my life He bled and died, 
Christ will hold me fast; 
Justice has been satisfied; 
He will hold me fast. 
Raised with Him to endless life, 
He will hold me fast 
Till our faith is turned to sight, 
When He comes at last.  Refrain
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———————WORSHIP IN GRATITUDE—————— 
Offertory.....................................Thou Who Wast Rich Beyond All Splendor

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor, 
All for love’s sake becamest poor; 

Thrones for a manger didst surrender, 

Sapphire-paved courts for stable floor. 
Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor, 

All for love’s sake becamest poor. 
 
Closing Hymn.........................................Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  

 
Benediction
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For 2019, our church budget is $518,000. We will keep you updated with each monthly 
total here: 

• 1Q: $148,661 
• 2Q: $146,593 
• 3Q: $115,670 

 

• 11/24: $9,793  
• October: $42,539 
• November: $55,701 

Each week we provide a basic Family Worship plan to help our families to more 
regularly worship together during the week.   

Weekly Hymn: O Come, O Come Emmanuel   

Shorter Catechism for Young Children –  

• Q2: What else did God make? 
Answer: God made all things.  

 Shorter Catechism –  

• Q42: What is the sum of the ten commandments? 
Answer: The sum of the ten commandments is to love the Lord our 
God with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our strength, and with 
all our mind; and our neighbor as ourselves. 

 
Bible Reading: 

• Sun – 12/1 – Zechariah 9-10 & Matthew 1-2 
• Mon – 12/2– Zechariah 11-12 & Matthew 3-4 
• Tue – 12/3 – Zechariah 13-14 & Matthew 5-6 
• Wed – 12/4 – Malachi 1-2 & Matthew 7-8 
• Thurs – 12/5 – Malachi 3-4 & Matthew 9-10 
• Fri – 12/6 – Exodus 1-2 & Matthew 11-12 
• Sat – 12/7 – Exodus 3-4 & Matthew 13-14 

Next Week’s Passages:  

• Preaching: Acts 19:21-41 

Nursery Volunteers (please arrive by 10:15) 
• Today: John and Debbie Goelz 

• Next week: Philip and Sherrie Hamby 

§ 12/15: Sean and Vanessa Henry 

§ 12/22: Javy and Vanessa Hernandez 

§ 12/29: Glenn and Laurie Hoshauer  
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Daily Bible Reflections: 

Part of our covenantal focus at Grace is providing multigenerational interaction and 
growth. We want to provide questions for you to study God’s Word with not only your 
family, but to invite other church family members to study it with you. 

1. Sunday:  
a. Read Daniel 3: What did Nebuchadnezzar make? How large was it? Where did 

he put it?  Whom did he call together and for what purpose (v2)? What are the 
differences between idolatry and worship of the true God? What are some ways 
people today are guilty of idolatry? What is the attraction of idolatry? Why do 
people want to worship idols? Why would Nebuchadnezzar worship an idol after 
praising God in chapter 2? What does the Bible teach about subjection to rulers? 
Were the friends right to disobey the king? Explain and give Scripture for your 
answer. 

2. Monday 
a. Read Daniel 4: Whose message is recorded in chapter 4? To whom was it 

addressed? What was the purpose of his message (v2)? How did he describe 
God in 4:3? Does this mean that Nebuchadnezzar had come to believe in God as 
the one true God? How would these circumstances be a great change for a man 
like Nebuchadnezzar? What effect would such an event tend to have on him? 
Based on the lessons Nebuchadnezzar learned, what can we conclude about the 
true God as compared to idols? 

3. Tuesday-Wednesday:  
a. Read Daniel 5 — Who was king of Babylon at this time? How and with whom 

did he celebrate? What did he use in the celebration (v2-3)? How had they 
obtained these vessels? What did the people do that would especially offend 
God (v4)?  What appeared in the sight of the king, and what did it do (v5)? What 
effect did this have on Belshazzar (v6)? When the king called Daniel, what did 
he say he had heard about him (v13,14? What offer did he make did Daniel 
(v15,16)? What lesson was the message intended to teach Belshazzar? What 
reward did Belshazzar give to Daniel (v29)?  How was the message written on 
the wall fulfilled (v30-31)? 

4. Thursday-Friday: 
a. Read Daniel 6: What position was Daniel given (v2)? What position did the king 

consider giving Daniel and why? In what ways was Daniel like Joseph? What 
lessons should we learn? What attitude did other leaders take toward Daniel – 
(v4)? Why did their efforts fail? Daniel’s faithfulness to the Lord was so well 
known that even his enemies knew he would not compromise it. What should 
we learn for our lives? How does Daniel’s deliverance point toward Christ’s 
humiliation and exaltation?  

5. Saturday:   
a. Read Daniel 7: How was the message presented to Daniel? When did this 
happen? Where was he? What did he see according to v2-3? What would winds 
and sea represent in symbolic, prophetic language? Consider these examples: Is. 
17:12; 57:20; Rev. 13:1; 17:15; 20:13; 21:1.Who then came before the Ancient 
of Days in v13? How is His coming described? To whom does this refer? How 
does this fit with Acts 1:9-11? 
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UPCOMING EVENTS:

Congregational Meeting:  

• We will have a Congregational Meeting immediately after worship next Sunday, 
December 8, for the purpose of electing church officers. After being nominated by 
the Congregation, the following men have been trained and instructed in the work of 
the office which he seeks.  Each of the following men has also been examined 
according to the requirements of the Book of Church Order, and the Session has 
determined each to be eligible to stand for election for the office opposite his name 
(all communing members of GCPC who are in good standing are eligible to vote in 
person). 

Jeff Edgar – Deacon 

James McClure – Deacon 

John Rohde – Deacon 

Sean Henry - Ruling Elder 

Brian Nelson - Ruling Elder

Lessons & Carols Christmas Service:  

• Sunday, December 15 at 6:00 PM. Childcare will be provided for ages 2 and under. 
Refreshments and fellowship to follow. 

Annual Progressive Dinner:  

• Mark your calendars now and reserve your babysitting for our annual progressive 
dinner on Saturday, December 14th, from 5-10 pm. We need host families for 
appetizers and dinner groups so please RSVP with Meagan Dennison for more 
information.  

Student Ministries of Grace:  

• Roots Discipleship Ministry: our covenant ministry to our students and their 
families will meet this Wednesday night, 12/4 from 7-8:30, covering different 
theological and pastoral issues as young disciples in Christ. We will be covering 
chapter 7 of this semester’s readings.  

• Christmas Party: mark your calendars for our joint Christmas party on Saturday, 
December 21st, from 6-9 pm at the Caudals’ house. Please bring a $5 gift for the gift 
exchange!  

Guys of Grace:  

• Men’s Bible study will next be meeting this Wednesday night, 12/4, from 7-8:30 in 
the church conference room. This fall we will be finishing our study of the 
Westminster Confession of Faith and the Scripture passages that support it. For more 
information please contact Sean Henry at seanph10@yahoo.com or 678-438-5720. 

Missions of Grace:  

• Please note that the trip dates for next years Reynosa Missions Trip have been 
changed. The new trip dates are now July 25-31, 2020. More details to come soon! 
Please contact John Rohde at john.rohde63@gmail.com if you have any questions 
about the trip. 


