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 G R A C E   C O M M U N I T Y 
Presbyterian Church, PCA 

ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
December 8, 2019 

10:30 AM 
Reflection: 

“The Christian faith does place every idol at risk, not through slanders 
but through the sober truth of the living God!”         Dennis Johnson 

Prelude                  

Welcome 
——————WORSHIP IN PRAISE—————— 

Silent Preparation 

Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

Call to Worship..............................................................................Isaiah 2 

Minister:  It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of 
the house of the LORD shall be established as the highest of 
the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all 
the nations shall flow to it, and many peoples shall come, 
and say: 

People:   ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the 
house of the God of Jacob, that He may teach us His 
ways and that we may walk in His paths.’ 

Minister:  He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide 
disputes for many peoples; and they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war anymore. 

People:  O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the 
LORD. 
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Hymn of Adoration.....................................O Come, All Ye Faithful (#208) 

 
 
 

“Light of light” (verse 2) is language coming from the Nicene Creed. God is the 
Light, and as Jesus was begotten of the Father, He is the light of light. God’s light 
came down to earth, born of a virgin, and born a mortal. God came down in the 
flesh as His Son, suffered as we suffer, died the death we will all suffer, and on Him 
God’s wrath was placed as the satisfaction for the punishment of our sins we justly 
deserve. Therefore, let all God’s faithful come and adore Christ the King.” 

 
 
Prayer of Adoration 
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Hymn of Preparation........................................What Child Is This? (#213) 

 
 

——————WORSHIP IN CONFESSION AND PARDON—————— 
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession 
Words of Comfort and Promise............................................from Isaiah 9 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
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Hymn of Response................................................................Speak O Lord  

 
“The Bible is eternal. “Forever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven” (Ps. 119:89). Thus it is relevant to 
every age and people. The Bible is perspicuous. The Scriptures are clear and we are able to understand 
them. They are likened to light (Ps. 119:105) and can be understood even by children (II Tim. 3:15). Since 
God has given us His Word, which we can understand, Christ can command us to study the Scriptures that 
we would know Him more fully (John 5:39). We must also pray that God would quicken our minds in our 
understanding of His Word (Ps. 119:18, 27, 34). The Bible is pure. “The words of the Lord are pure 
words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times” (Ps. 12:6). The Bible is purifying. They 
are the means by which God purifies the church. “Sanctify them by thy truth: thy word is truth” (John 
17:17). The Bible is sufficient. All that is necessary for our salvation is revealed in the Bible (John 20:30-
31; II Tim. 3:15-17). The Bible is one. We, like the two on the Emmaus road, by the illumination of the 
Spirit, can see the one Christ in all of the Bible. The Bible is self-authenticating. Christians know that what 
the Word of God teaches us of ourselves, of fallen mankind, of the world, etc. is true. The agreement and 
harmony of the different books, the sublime doctrines and its overall end—to give all the glory to God—
evinces it to be the very Word of God. The believer’s certitude that the Scriptures are from God comes 
from the inward testimony of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with His Word in our hearts (I Cor. 
2:4-5). This assurance is enjoyed in the way of obedience to the Father’s commands in Scripture, for as 
Christ said, “If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
speak of myself” (John 7:17).”        Rev. Angus Stewart  
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Confession of Faith.........................................................The Nicene Creed 
Rev. Davis W. Morgan 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, 
Of all things visible and invisible. 

And In one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
Begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of very God, 
Begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; 
By Whom all things were made; 
Who for us and our salvation 
Came down from heaven, 
And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, 
And was made man; 
And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 
He suffered and was buried; 
And on the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
And ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand  
of the Father; 
And He shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living  
and the dead;  
Whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  
and glorified; 
Who spoke by the prophets; 
And we believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic church; 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins; 
And we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
And the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 
*"holy catholic church" = the whole Christian church  
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——————WORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACE—————— 

The First Reading of God’s Word......................................Psalm 115:1-18  
p 510 

 
The Second Reading of God’s Word....................................Acts 19:21-41 

pp 928-929 
 Reader: This is the Word of God. 
 People: Amen! 

Prayer of Consecration 
We offer an optional Children’s Church for children 4 years old through 1st 
grade. If you choose to have your children participate, you may dismiss them for 
CC as we sing the hymn printed below. Please know we welcome and encourage 
your children to remain with you during the sermon. However, in CC they will be 
hearing from the same text that the sermon is based upon, so you may discuss the 
message as a family after church if you wish to do so. 

 
Hymn of Preparation..............................................................Speak O Lord 

 
 
Hearing from God’s Word...................................................Acts 19:21-41 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint                        The Disruptive Power of the Gospel  
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Please see instructions on the inside back cover of your bulletin 

Use the quotes below to help focus your heart and mind on this celebration:  
“Faith brings assurance, and assurance is faith. The measure of our assured 
interest in Christ, will be the measure of our faith in Christ. This is the true 
definition of assurance, the nature of which is a question of much perplexity to 
sincere Christians. Assurance is not something audible, tangible, or visionary—a 
revelation to the mind, or a voice in the air. Assurance is believing. Faith is the 
cause, assurance is the effect. Assurance of personal salvation springs from 
looking to, and dealing only with Jesus. It comes not from believing that I am 
saved, but from believing that Christ is my Savior … One simple, believing sight 
of Christ will produce more light and peace and joy than a lifetime of looking 
within ourselves for evidences and signs of grace. All the sinner’s merit, all his 
worthiness, beauty, and salvation, is centered in Christ, is from Christ, and 
Christ alone. And, by simply believing the great truth of the gospel, that Christ 
died for sinners—receiving Christ, not purchasing Him,—as God’s ‘unspeakable 
gift’ of free and sovereign grace, will awaken in the soul the assured and grateful 
acknowledgment, ‘He loved me, and gave Himself for me'”        Octavius Winslow
           
 
“It is therefore something of a paradox that in some strands of the Reformed tradition 
believers have been discouraged from enjoying any assurance of their sonship. What 
good father in this world would want to bring his children up without the assurance 
that they are his children? Would the Father of lights (James 1:17) do that? The model 
for all true fatherhood is rooted in the fatherhood of God. Calvin considers this truth 
to be a glorious liberation, in some senses his own parallel to Luther’s appreciation of 
justification. The God of all glory not only becomes our Father, but wishes to assure 
His children that this is so. That is why Calvin says in Institutes 3.2.7 that we possess 
a right definition of faith only when we think of it as “a firm and certain knowledge of 
God’s benevolence towards us”     Sinclair Ferguson
                          
“Good works are the fruit of the grace of God and that they were ordained by 
God from all eternity that we should walk in them. God’s workmanship we are. 
He has made us new creatures in Christ Jesus by the wondrous power of his 
grace. This wonder of grace he performed in us so that we should do good works. 
Even these works were ordained for every one of us before the foundation of the 
world by God himself. For the believer it is a God-given privilege to walk in those 
good works. The church is not just a number of saved believers; it is a grand 
whole, a body, a unity. The purpose of the whole is to show forth the glory of God 
in Christ. All the saints develop this one theme in their good works, each in his 
position and performing his part. The great Artist ordained and prepared all the 
several parts of this glorious theme for every one of the saints, just as by grace he 
prepared them for all the parts they were to perform. He created them in Christ 
Jesus exactly unto the good works he prepared for them, so they could walk in 
them”                 Herman Hoeksema  
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Communion Hymns
 

Comfort, Comfort Ye My People –Johannes Olearius/Louis Bourgeois 
1. Comfort, comfort ye my people, 
speak ye peace, thus saith our God; 
comfort those who sit in darkness, 
mourning 'neath their sorrow's load; 
speak ye to Jerusalem 
of the peace that waits for them; 
tell her that her sins I cover, 
and her warfare now is over. 
 
2. Yea, her sins our God will pardon 
blotting out each dark misdeed; 
all that well deserved his anger 
he no more will see or heed. 
She hath suffered many a day, 
now her griefs have passed away; 
God will change her pining sadness 
into ever-springing gladness. 

3. For the herald's voice is crying 
in the desert far and near, 
bidding all men to repentance, 
since the kingdom now is here. 
O that warning cry obey! 
Now prepare for God a way! 
Let the valleys rise to meet him, 
and the hills bow down to greet him. 
 
4. Make ye straight what long was 
crooked, make the rougher places plain: 
let your hearts be true and humble, 
as befits his holy reign, 
For the glory of the Lord 
now o'er the earth is shed abroad, 
and all flesh shall see the token 
that his word is never broken.  

  
My Jesus, I Love Thee (#648) – William Featherstone/Adoniram Gordan 

1. My Jesus, I love Thee, I know Thou art 
mine; for Thee all the follies of sin I 
resign. My gracious Redeemer, my Savior 
art Thou; if ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, 
‘tis now. 
 
2. I love Thee because Thou hast first 
loved me, and purchased my pardon  
on Calvary’s tree. I love Thee for wearing 
the thorns on Thy brow;  
if ever I loved Thee, my Jesus ‘tis now. 
 

3. I’ll love Thee in life, and I’ll love Thee 
in death. I’ll praise Thee as long as Thou 
lendest me breath; and say when the death 
dew lies cold on my brow, if ever I loved 
Thee, my Jesus ‘tis now. 
 
4. In mansions of glory and endless 
delight, I’ll ever adore Thee in Heaven so 
bright; and sing with the glittering crown 
on my brow; if ever I loved Thee, my 
Jesus ‘tis now.  

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us – Stuart Townend 
1. How deep the Father’s love for us, 
How vast beyond all measure, 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure. 
How great the pain of searing loss - 
The Father turns His face away, 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory. 
 
2. Behold the man upon a cross, 
My sin upon His shoulders; 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished; 
His dying breath has brought me life - 
I know that it is finished. 
 
3. I will not boast in anything, 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom; 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 
His death and resurrection. 
Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer; 
But this I know with all my heart - 
His wounds have paid my ransom. 
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———————WORSHIP IN GRATITUDE—————— 
Offertory........................................................Lo, How a Rose E’er Bloming

Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 
From tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse's lineage coming 
As men of old have sung. 
It came, a flower bright, 
Amid the cold of winter 

When half-spent was the night. 

This Flower, whose fragrance tender 
With sweetness fills the air, 

Dispels with glorious splendor 
The darkness everywhere. 
True man, yet very God, 

From sin and death He saves us 
And lightens every load. 

 

Closing Hymn........................................Christ is Risen, He Is Risen Indeed 

 
Benediction
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For 2019, our church budget is $518,000. We will keep you updated with each monthly 
total here: 

• 1Q: $148,661 
• 2Q: $146,593 
• 3Q: $115,670 

• October: $42,539 
• November: $55,701 
• 12/1: $7683

 

Each week we provide a basic Family Worship plan to help our families to more 
regularly worship together during the week.   

Weekly Hymn: Speak O Lord  

Shorter Catechism for Young Children –  

• Q2: Why did God make you and all things? 
Answer: For His own glory.  

 Shorter Catechism –  

• Q43: What is the preface to the ten commandments? 
Answer: The preface to the ten commandments is in these words, ‘I am 
the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out 
of the house of bondage.’ 

 
Bible Reading: 

• Sun – 12/8 – Exodus 5-6 & Matthew 15-16 
• Mon – 12/9– Exodus 7-8 & Matthew 17-18 
• Tue – 12/10 – Exodus 9-10 & Matthew 19-20 
• Wed – 12/11 – Exodus 11-12 & Matthew 21-22 
• Thurs – 12/12 – Exodus 13-14 & Matthew 23-24  
• Fri – 12/13 – Exodus 15-16 & Matthew 25-26 
• Sat – 12/14 – Exodus 17-18 & Matthew 27-28 

Next Week’s Passages:  

• Preaching: Acts 20:1-16 

Nursery Volunteers (please arrive by 10:15) 

• Today: John and Debbie Goelz  
• Next week: Sean and Vanessa Henry 

§ 12/22: Javy and Vanessa Hernandez 

§ 12/29: Glenn and Laurie Hoshauer  

§ 1/5: Daiju and Amanda Hoshino  
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Daily Bible Reflections: 

Part of our covenantal focus at Grace is providing multigenerational interaction and 
growth. We want to provide questions for you to study God’s Word with not only your 
family, but to invite other church family members to study it with you. 

1. Sunday:  
a. Read Daniel 8: When did the vision in occur? Describe the animal that Daniel 

saw: what did this animal do (v3-4)? What animal Daniel see next in v5? What 
did this second animal do to the animal that Daniel had seen first in v6,7? What 
had animals and horns represented in the previous vision? How high did he exalt 
himself, and what did he do then in v11-12? What question was asked in v13? 
What answer was given? What would happen at the end of that time (v14)? 
What was meant by the horn that broke and four horns took its place (v22)? 
What king in history fulfilled this prophecy? What was Daniel told about when 
the vision would be fulfilled (v26?) How was Daniel affected by this 
information (v27)? 

2. Monday: 
a. Read Daniel 9: What did Daniel do in v3? What is the significance of the 

fasting, sackcloth, and ashes? How did he describe God in his prayer (v4)? What 
confession did Daniel make? Why was this confession important? See Lev. 
26:40-42; 1 Kings 8:47-49. How is the conduct of the people compared to the 
character of God in v9? How had the people acted, and what consequence had 
come upon them according v10-11? What conclusion did Daniel reach about 
God in v14? What had God done for the people in the past (v15)? What lessons 
should we learn? 

3. Tuesday  
a. Read Daniel 10: Where was Daniel and when was it that he saw the vision in 

v4? How is the man himself described in v6? Why did the men who were with 
Daniel not see the vision like he did? What does this tell you about the vision? 
How was Daniel himself affected by the man’s appearance in v8? What was 
Daniel’s condition at the time, yet what did he hear in v9? What happened then, 
and what effect did it have on Daniel in v10? What reason did the man give for 
coming to Daniel in v12? What reason did the man give why he had not come 
sooner? Who helped the man, and where else do we read about the one who 
helped him? 

4. Wednesday:    
a. Read Daniel 11: who would arise and how is he described in v3? Which king of 

Greece would this fit? What would happen to his kingdom then (v4)? What 
would one king do (v5)? What attempt would be made to achieve an alliance in 
v6?  

5. Thursday-Friday: 
a. Read Daniel 12: What would happen to “many” according to 12:2? This may 

sound like the final resurrection, but how does this differ from the number of 
people raised at the final resurrection? See John 5:28,29. How might a 
resurrection to shame and contempt relate to Matthew 24:10-13? How are good 
people described in 12:3? Compare this to Matthew 5:14-16; Philippians 
2:15,16; Ephesians 5:8. 9. What was Daniel told to do in 12:4? 
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UPCOMING EVENTS:

Congregational Meeting:  

• We will have a Congregational Meeting immediately after worship TODAY for the 
purpose of electing church officers. After being nominated by the Congregation, the 
following men have been trained and instructed in the work of the office which he 
seeks.  Each of the following men has also been examined according to the 
requirements of the Book of Church Order, and the Session has determined each to 
be eligible to stand for election for the office opposite his name (all communing 
members of GCPC who are in good standing are eligible to vote in person). 

Jeff Edgar – Deacon 

James McClure – Deacon 

John Rohde – Deacon 

Sean Henry - Ruling Elder 

Brian Nelson - Ruling Elder

Lessons & Carols Christmas Service:  

• Next Sunday, December 15 at 6:00 PM. Childcare will be provided for ages 2 and 
under. Refreshments and fellowship to follow. 

Annual Progressive Dinner:  

• Our annual progressive dinner will be this Saturday, December 14th, from 5-10 pm. 
We need host families for appetizers and dinner groups so please RSVP with 
Meagan Dennison for more information.  

Student Ministries of Grace:  

• Roots Discipleship Ministry: our covenant ministry to our students and their 
families will have our final meeting on 12/18 from 7-8:30, covering different 
theological and pastoral issues as young disciples in Christ.  

• Christmas Party: mark your calendars for our joint Christmas party on Saturday, 
December 21st, from 6-9 pm at the Caudals’ house. Please bring a $5 gift for the gift 
exchange!  

Guys of Grace:  

• Men’s Bible study will next be meeting on 12/18, from 7-8:30 in the church 
conference room. This fall we will be finishing our study of the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and the Scripture passages that support it. For more information 
please contact Sean Henry at seanph10@yahoo.com or 678-438-5720. 

Missions of Grace:  

• Please note that the trip dates for next years Reynosa Missions Trip have been 
changed. The new trip dates are now July 25-31, 2020. More details to come soon! 
Please contact John Rohde at john.rohde63@gmail.com if you have any questions 
about the trip. 

 


