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 G R A C E   C O M M U N I T Y 
Presbyterian Church, PCA 

ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
January 5, 2020 

10:30 AM 
Reflection: 

“What God says is best, indeed is best, though all men in the world are 
against it. Seeing, then, that God prefers his religion; seeing God prefers 
a tender conscience; seeing they that make themselves fools for the 
kingdom of heaven are wisest; and that the poor man that loveth Christ is 
richer than the greatest man in the world that hates him: Shame, depart, 
thou art an enemy to my salvation.”       John Bunyan 
          

Prelude                  
 
Welcome 

——————WORSHIP IN PRAISE—————— 
 
Silent Preparation 
 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

 

Call to Worship..............................................................................Isaiah 30 

Minister:  And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is 
the way, walk in it,” when you turn to the right or when you 
turn to the left. 

People:  For a people shall dwell in Zion, in Jerusalem; you shall 
weep no more. He will surely be gracious to you at the 
sound of your cry. 

 
Prayer of Invocation 
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Hymn of Invocation............................................Be Thou My Vision (#642) 

 

 

Though it was originally written over 1400 years ago, it was not translated from its 
Old Irish text until the early 1900’s. The lyrics of the hymn are said to have been 
inspired by a prayer written a century before by St. Patrick. The tune was taken from 
a common Irish folk tune, a common practice for hymns. One way to help people 
learn and remember a scriptural song was to put lyrics to a familiar tune. The tune is 
named after Slane Hill, where Patrick, like Daniel in Persia, defied the order of a 
“high king” of Ireland to worship God. Like in many Psalms where David asks for 
protection from his enemies, so too does this hymn ask for protection from the 
earthly rulers. This particular type of “prayer-hymn” is called a lorica as it, like a 
breastplate, asks for protection from the Lord. 
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Hymn of Preparation.....................................My Jesus, I Love Thee (#648)  

 
 

——————WORSHIP IN CONFESSION AND PARDON—————— 
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession 
Words of Comfort and Promise..............................................from John 13 
When Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the 
Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 

end. 

 

“On Christ’s glory I would fix all my thoughts and desires, and the more I see of the 
glory of Christ, the more the painted beauties of this world will wither in my eyes 
and I will be more and more crucified to this world. It will become to me like 
something dead and putrid, impossible for me to enjoy.”            John Owen  
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——————WORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACE—————— 
The Sacrament of Covenant Baptism  

Luke Alton Herman 
Covenant son of Brian and Elizabeth Herman 

Ruling Elder Justice Kerr 
Baptism Vows: Book of Church Order 56-5 

1. Do you acknowledge Luke’s need for the cleansing blood of Jesus 
Christ and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit? 

2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises on his behalf, and do you 
look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for his salvation, as you do for 
your own? 

3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate Luke to God, and promise, in 
humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set 
before him a godly example, that you will pray with and for him 
that you will teach him the doctrines of our holy religion, and that 
you will strive, by all the means of God’s appointment, to bring him 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord? 

Do you, members of Grace Community Presbyterian Church, undertake the 
responsibility of assisting Brian and Elizabeth in the Christian nurture of 

Luke? Do you? 

“Baptism is instituted by our Lord Jesus Christ: That it is a seal of the covenant of grace, of our 
ingrafting into Christ, and of our union with him, of remission of sins, regeneration, adoption, 
and life eternal: That the water, in baptism, represents and signifies both the blood of Christ, 
which taketh away all guilt of sin, original and actual; and the sanctifying virtue of the Spirit of 
Christ against the dominion of sin, and the corruption of our sinful nature: That baptizing, or 
sprinkling and washing with water, signifies the cleansing from sin by the blood and for the 
merit of Christ, together with the mortification of sin, and rising from sin to newness of life, by 
virtue of the death and resurrection of Christ: That the promise is made to believers and their 
seed; and that the seed and posterity of the faithful, born within the church, have, by their birth, 
interest in the covenant, and right to the seal of it, and to the outward privileges of the church, 
under the gospel, no less than the children of Abraham in the time of the Old Testament; the 
covenant of grace, for substance, being the same; and the grace of God, and the consolation of 
believers, more plentiful than before: That the Son of God admitted little children into his 
presence, embracing and blessing them, saying, For of such is the kingdom of God: That 
children, by baptism, are solemnly received into the bosom of the visible church, distinguished 
from the world, and them that are without, and united with believers; and that all who are 
baptized in the name of Christ, do renounce, and by their baptism are bound to fight against the 
devil, the world, and the flesh: That they are Christians, and federally holy before baptism, and 
therefore are they baptized.”        
      The Directory of Public Worship (approved by the Westminster Assembly) 
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Hymn of Response................There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood (#253)  
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——————WORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACE—————— 

The First Reading of God’s Word..........................................Esther 4:1-17  
pp 412-413 

 
The Second Reading of God’s Word......................................Acts 21:1-17 

p 930 
 Reader: This is the Word of God. 
 People: Amen! 

Prayer of Consecration 
We offer an optional Children’s Church for children 4 years old through 1st 
grade. If you choose to have your children participate, you may dismiss them for 
CC as we sing the hymn printed below. Please know we welcome and encourage 
your children to remain with you during the sermon. However, in CC they will be 
hearing from the same text that the sermon is based upon, so you may discuss the 
message as a family after church if you wish to do so. 

 
Hymn of Preparation................Brethren, We Have Met to Worship (#381)  

 
Hearing from God’s Word....................................................Acts 21:1-17 
Rev. Davis W. Morgan            For His Name  
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Please see instructions on the inside back cover of your bulletin 

Use the quotes below to help focus your heart and mind on this celebration:  
“God's grace is the most incredible and insurmountable truth ever to 
be revealed to the human heart, which is why God has given us His 
Holy Spirit to superintend the process of more fully revealing the 
majesty of the work done on our behalf by our Savior. He teaches us to 
first cling to, and then enables us to adore with the faith He so 
graciously supplies, the mercy of God. This mercy has its cause and 
effect in the work of Jesus on the cross.”   John Bunyan 
 
“A reordering of creation has already broken into creation in the person of 
Jesus Christ, and we are gathering as a people in order to practice for the 
arrival of the kingdom in its fullness—and thus in order to be trained to be 
a kingdom-kind-of-people in the meantime, as witnesses to that kingdom, 
in and through our work as cultural agents.”          James K. A. Smith 
 
“What is the gospel itself but a merciful moderation, in which Christ's 
obedience is esteemed ours, and our sins laid upon him, wherein God, 
from being a judge, becomes our Father, pardoning our sins and 
accepting our obedience, though feeble and blemished? We are now 
brought to heaven under the covenant of grace by a way of love and 
mercy.”        Richard Sibbes 
 
“Christ has been so imparted to you with all his benefits that all his things 
are made yours that you are made a member of him, indeed one with 
him…We ought not to separate Christ from ourselves or ourselves from 
him. Rather we ought to hold fast bravely with both hands to the fellowship 
by which he has bound himself to us. Christ unites himself to us by the 
Spirit alone. By the grace and power of the same Spirit we are made his 
members, to keep us under himself and in turn to possess him.” 

     John Calvin 
 
“When we see salvation whole—its every single part is found in Christ, 
we must beware lest we derive the smallest drop from somewhere 
else.”              Sinclair Ferguson 
 
“God is still on His throne, we’re still on His footstool, and there’s only a 
knee’s distance between.”           Jim Elliot  



 8 

Communion Hymns
 
 
 

Fairest Lord Jesus (#170)– Folk Hymn 
 

1. Fairest Lord Jesus,  
Ruler of all nature,  
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, 
Thou, my soul’s glory joy, and crown. 
 
2. Fair are the meadows, 
Fair are the woodlands,  
Robed in the blooming garb of spring: 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
Who makes the woeful heart to sing. 

3. Fair is the sunshine, 
Fair is the moonlight,  
And all the twinkling, starry host; 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
Than all the angels heaven can boast. 
 
4. Beautiful Savior!  
Lord of the nations!  
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 
Now and forevermore be thine. 
 

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (#457) –Robert Robinson/Asahel Nettleton 
 

1. Come, thou fount of ev’ry blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,  
Call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet,  
Sung by flaming tongues above; 
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, 
Mount of God’s unchanging love. 
  
2. Here I raise my Ebenezer;  
Hither by thy help I’m come; 
And I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
Safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wand’ring from the fold of God: 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 
 
3. O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I’m constrained to be; 
Let that grace now, like a fetter, 
Bind my wand’ring heart to thee. 
Prone to wander—Lord I feel it— 
Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for thy courts above. 

 
Blessed Assurance (#693) – Fanny Crosby/Phoebe Knapp 

 
1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
 
Refrain:  
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long. 
  
2. Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture  

Now burst on my sight;  
Angels descending,  
Bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  
Refrain 
 
3. Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Savior am happy and blest; 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with his goodness,  
Lost in his love. Refrain 
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———————WORSHIP IN GRATITUDE—————— 
Offertory

  
Closing Hymn..........................................................We Rest on Thee (#449) 

 
 
Benediction
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For 2019, our church budget is $518,000. We will keep you updated with each monthly 
total here: 

• 1Q: $148,661 
• 2Q: $146,593 
• 3Q: $115,670 

• 12/8: $15,432 
• 12/15: $14,409 
• 12/22: $16,683

 

Each week we provide a basic Family Worship plan to help our families to more 
regularly worship together during the week.   

Weekly Hymn: Be Thou My Vision   

Shorter Catechism for Young Children –  

• Q7: In how many Persons does this one God exist? 
Answer: In three Persons. 

 Shorter Catechism –  

• Q47:  What is forbidden in the first commandment? 
Answer: The first commandment forbade the denying, or not 
worshiping and glorifying the true God as God, and our God; and the 
giving of that worship and glory to any other, which is due to him alone. 

 
Bible Reading: 

• Sun – 1/5 – Genesis 9-10 & Mark 9-10 
• Mon – 1/6– Genesis 11-12 & Mark 11-12 
• Tue – 1/7 – Genesis 13-14 & Mark 13-14 
• Wed – 1/8 – Genesis 15-16 & Mark 15-16 
• Thurs – 1/9 – Genesis 17-18 & John 1-2 
• Fri – 1/10 – Genesis 19-20 & John 3-4 
• Sat – 1/11 – Genesis 21-22 & John 5-6 

Next Week’s Passages:  

• Preaching: Acts 21:17-40 

Nursery Volunteers (please arrive by 10:15) 

• Today: Daiju and Amanda Hoshino 
• Next week: Jeff and Marlain Jones 

§ 1/19: Justice and Mandy Kerr 

§ 1/26: Ryan and Amy Lutz 

§ 2/2: Adolf and Linda Makia  
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Morning Prayer: 

• Our gracious heavenly Father: we thank You for how You have 
safely brought us to the beginning of this day. You are the Giver 
of every blessing we enjoy. Teach us to see every moment of this 
day as an opportunity to live for You and not ourselves. Help us 
to see trials and afflictions as opportunities for growth and 
deliverance from our greatest enemy – our sinful flesh. Grow us 
in our delight and obedience of You as we seek to glorify You in 
all that we do. Purge from us selfishness, the fear of man, and the 
pride that seeks to keep us from trusting in You. May the cross of 
Jesus be our joy and boast as we begin this day, amen. 

Midday Prayer: 

• Our wonderful and merciful Lord: as we stop to enjoy Your 
gracious provision of our daily bread, we commend our hearts and 
minds to You, asking that You would set them on what is truly 
honorable, virtuous, pure, lovely, and excellent. Let whatever 
anxieties and fears that may have surfaced this morning be 
answered by Your Spirit of comfort and truth who assures us that 
though the mountains sway and the valleys tremble, the rivers of 
sorrow will not overwhelm, for You are with us. Teach us the 
comfort of Your rod and staff as we are guided by Your loving 
Son, our Good Shepherd. In His name, we pray, amen. 

Evening Prayer: 

• Our holy Father: we are thankful for everything You have 
provided this day. We are overwhelmed at the thought of Your 
goodness and kindness toward us. We humbly ask that whatever 
sinful thoughts, ungracious words or deeds, we have committed, 
You would grant us forgiveness for the sake of Your Son. Let our 
hearts be filled with the joy that comes from knowing You, the 
true God. You are our treasure and delight. Keep us as we close 
our eyes to rest, in Your holy name we pray, amen
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UPCOMING EVENTS:
 
Christian Education: 
• Please note that our Christian Education classes are on winter break 

until January12th.  
Student Ministries of Grace:  
• Roots Discipleship Ministry: our covenant ministry to our students is 

on winter break until Wednesday, January 15th. 
Guys of Grace:  
• Men’s Bible study is on winter break until Wednesday, January 15th. 

For more information please contact Sean Henry at 
seanph10@yahoo.com or 678-438-5720. 

Missions of Grace:  
• Please note that the trip dates for next years Reynosa Missions Trip 

July 25-31, 2020. More details to come soon! Please contact John 
Rohde at john.rohde63@gmail.com if you have any questions about 
the trip. 

Search for Asst Pastor: 
• The Session has seated a search committee to serve our church in 

seeking a man for Asst Pastor of Youth and Families. Andrew Caudal 
is the chair of the Search Committee. Interviews are underway. Please 
pray for them and their work. 

Congregational Meeting—Sunday, January 19, 9:30am 
• We will have a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, Jan 19, at 9:30 

am, at Westminster Hall, for the sole purpose of voting on the 
uncontested dissolution of Davis's pastoral relationship with GCPC, 
All Communing Members are eligible to vote. Because Davis was 
called by the members of GCPC, the members are required by our 
Book of Church Order to dissolve Davis' pastoral relationship as 
GCPC's Associate Pastor.  This dissolution is required in order to 
facilitate the transfer of Davis' membership from the North Texas 
Presbytery to the Rocky Mountain Presbytery, which includes 
Westside Church in Colorado Springs.

 


