
We are sent to declare the gospel of grace, which creates unity and 
strengthens the church. 

I.  NO CHURCH IS WITHOUT SOME DISPUTE. (ACTS 
14:27–15:2)

 A.  The church in Antioch receives a joyful report. (Acts 14:27)

 B.  Paul and Barnabas stayed a long time with the disciples. (Acts 14:28; 10:48; 

11:26; 14:3)

 C.  Some disputes are more serious than others. (Acts 15:1–2)

   1. The sign of circumcision (Genesis 17:10–14)

   2. Circumcision according to the custom of Moses (Exodus 12:48–49)

II.  PAUL AND BARNABAS ARE SENT TO JERUSALEM 
FOR A COUNCIL. (ACTS 15:3–21)

 A.  The reception of the Antioch delegation in Jerusalem (v 3–5)

 B.  As the Jerusalem council convenes, Peter addresses God’s work in salvation (v 

6–11)

   1. Leaders in the church debate the issue. (v 6–7a; 1 Timothy 1:6–7)

   2. The work of God is active in salvation. (v 7b–9)

   3. Salvation by human work is a yoke none of us can bear. (v 10–11)

 C.  Barnabas and Paul address the council.  (v 12; Acts 14:3)

 D. James addresses the council. (v 13–21)

   1. The Gentiles are now part of God’s people. (v 13–18; Ephesians 2:17–22)

   2. Faith and repentance save us, but repentant people pursue peace. (v 

19–21)

III.  THE COUNCIL COMES TO A DECISION. (ACTS 
15:22–30)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
• When you think about theological disputes in the church, what kind of things 

come to mind? What criteria would you use to decide which debates are worth 

having? (The question isn’t what is worth debating, but how do you decide what 

to debate?)

• Why were Paul and Barnabas sent to Jerusalem? What were they hoping to accom-

plish by going?

• According to Acts 15, what is the relationship between Jews and Gentiles? How do 

the speeches by Peter, Paul and Barnabas, and James confirm that the new people 

of God now includes Gentiles?

• What is to be the basis for all Christian unity? How do you know if you’re truly 

unified with one another?

• What role do hospitality and ongoing relationships play in gospel ministry? How 

can you practice hospitality in order to build Christian unity? How can hospitality 

and unity in the gospel strengthen the church?

ACTS 15:5–19
Then some of the believers who belonged to 

the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, 

“The Gentiles must be circumcised and re-

quired to keep the law of Moses.”

6 The apostles and elders met to consider 

this question. 7 After much discussion, Peter 

got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you 

know that some time ago God made a choice 

among you that the Gentiles might hear from 

my lips the message of the gospel and be-

lieve. 8 God, who knows the heart, showed 

that he accepted them by giving the Holy 

Spirit to them, just as he did to us. 9 He did 

not discriminate between us and them, for 

he purified their hearts by faith. 10 Now then, 

why do you try to test God by putting on the 

necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor 

our ancestors have been able to bear? 11 No! 

We believe it is through the grace of our Lord 

Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.”

12 The whole assembly became silent as they 

listened to Barnabas and Paul telling about 

the signs and wonders God had done among 

the Gentiles through them. 13 When they 

finished, James spoke up. “Brothers,” he said, 

“listen to me. 14 Simon has described to us 

how God first intervened to choose a people 

for his name from the Gentiles. 15 The words 

of the prophets are in agreement with this, 

as it is written:

16 “‘After this I will return and rebuild Da-

vid’s fallen tent. Its ruins I will rebuild, and 

I will restore it, 17 that the rest of mankind 

may seek the Lord, even all the Gentiles who 

bear my name, says the Lord, who does these 

things’—18 things known from long ago.

19 “It is my judgment, therefore, that we 

should not make it difficult for the Gentiles 

who are turning to God.

ACTS 15:8

God, who knows the 
heart, showed that 
he accepted them by 
giving the Holy Spirit 
to them, just as he did 
to us.


