
I.  INTRODUCTION
 A.  God is sovereignly in control of all things and that gives us confidence and 

assurance as we are sent by God to be His witnesses in the world.

 B.  We need to trust His sovereignty and step out by faith to serve God wherever 

He sends.

We are sent by God who sovereignly works to accomplish His kingdom 
purposes.

II.  IN WHAT WAYS DOES GOD SOVEREIGNLY WORK IN 
THOSE WHO ARE SENT?

 A.  We are sent by God who sovereignly works in all our circumstances. (Acts 

15:36–41)

   1. Even a fight and dispute like that of Paul and Barnabas can be used by 

God to expand His kingdom.

   2. From this came two missionary teams and a man named Silas who 

would become a strategic partner for Paul and later for Peter in advanc-

ing the gospel of Christ.

   3. It is a reminder that God works all things for good to those who love 

Him and are called according to His purpose. (Romans 8:28)

 B.  We are sent by God who sovereignly works in all our relationships. (Acts 

16:1–5, 11–15)

   1. God worked in all Paul’s relationships to provide new ministry partners 

and new churches. 

     a. God provided Timothy (Acts 16:1–5), who became a trusted com-

panion.

     b. God provided Lydia (Acts 16:11–15), who opened her heart and her 

home. God used both to establish the first church in Europe, one 

that would be instrumental in spreading the gospel.

   2. God is working in all our relationships to advance the same kingdom. 

We need to ask God to open our eyes to the opportunities all around us.

 C.  We are sent by God who sovereignly works in all our plans. (Acts 16:6–10)

   1. Paul wanted to go to Asia, Mysia, Bithynia and to the regions north by 

the Black Sea.

   2. God established Paul’s steps to go to Troas and eventually to Europe. 

Others would bring the gospel to those regions. (See 1 Peter 1:1–2)

   3. We make our plans but the Lord establishes the steps.  (Proverbs 16:9)

   4. God will sovereignly work in the plans we make to accomplish His eter-

nal purposes. (Matthew 28:18–20)

III. CONCLUSION 
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
• When you think of sovereignty what kind of thoughts, words or images come to 

mind?

• What does it mean that God is sovereign?

• How did the sovereignty of God make a difference in the sharp disagreement 

between Paul and Barnabas?  How do you think those two men saw the dispute? 

How did God see it?

• Name all the benefits you can see in Acts 15:36-16:15 that God’s sovereignty 

worked in this situation. Think of your own life, your trials, struggles, blessings 

and circumstances. How does knowing God is sovereignly working in all those 

things affect the way you think and respond to those circumstances?

• How does seeing God’s sovereign hand at work in those God sent in the past to be 

witnesses to the gospel of His grace, help you to be a better witness who is also 

sent in God’s sovereignty to be His witness today?  How is God using or wanting to 

use your life, your home, your business, your opportunities to build relationships 

in which God can work to save people, grow you and build His kingdom to His 

glory and our joy?

ACTS 16:1–14
Paul came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where 

a disciple named Timothy lived, whose moth-

er was Jewish and a believer but whose father 

was a Greek. 2 The believers at Lystra and Ico-

nium spoke well of him. 3 Paul wanted to take 

him along on the journey, so he circumcised 

him because of the Jews who lived in that 

area, for they all knew that his father was a 

Greek. 4 As they traveled from town to town, 

they delivered the decisions reached by the 

apostles and elders in Jerusalem for the peo-

ple to obey. 5 So the churches were strength-

ened in the faith and grew daily in numbers.

6 Paul and his companions traveled through-

out the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having 

been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching 

the word in the province of Asia. 7 When they 

came to the border of Mysia, they tried to en-

ter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not 

allow them to. 8 So they passed by Mysia and 

went down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul 

had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing 

and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia 

and help us.” 10 After Paul had seen the vi-

sion, we got ready at once to leave for Mace-

donia, concluding that God had called us to 

preach the gospel to them.

11 From Troas we put out to sea and sailed 

straight for Samothrace, and the next day we 

went on to Neapolis. 12 From there we trav-

eled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the lead-

ing city of that district of Macedonia. And we 

stayed there several days.

13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city 

gate to the river, where we expected to find 

a place of prayer. We sat down and began to 

speak to the women who had gathered there. 

14 One of those listening was a woman from 

the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in 

purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. 

The Lord opened her heart to respond to 

Paul’s message.

ACTS 16:5

So the churches were 
strengthened in the 
faith and grew daily in 
numbers.


