
We are sent amidst opposition to proclaim the gospel of God’s grace for 
the joy of those who believe.

I.  INTRODUCTION
 A.  Philippi is a leading city and a great Roman colony. (Acts 16:12)

 B.  At a place of prayer, a woman is converted through the gospel. (Acts 16:13–15)

 C.  God is sovereign over our circumstances, relationships and plans.

II.  PAUL’S PLAN TO PRAY AND GOD’S PLAN FOR 
PRISON. (ACTS 16:16-24)

 A.  Paul heals a girl of her spiritual slavery. (v 16–18)

   1. The girl brought her owners great fortune. (v 16)

   2. She spoke true, but misleading words. (v 17)

   3. Paul demonstrates the true meaning of her words. (v 18)

 B.  Paul and Silas encounter various oppositions. (v 19–24)

   1. Opposition to the gospel because of financial loss (v 19)

   2. Racial and cultural opposition (v 20–21)

   3. Physical opposition and imprisonment (v 22–24; 2 Corinthians 11:25; 

Philippians 1:29–30)

III.  WE ARE SENT AMIDST OPPOSITION FOR THE JOY 
OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE. (ACTS 16:25–40)

 A.  Praying and singing even in dark times (v 25–29)

   1. Rejoicing in our suffering requires our trust in God’s promises. (v 25; 1 

Peter 4:13; Romans 8:18; 5:3–5)

   2. Unexpected need for integrity (v 26–29)

 B.  The joy of salvation comes by faith. (v 30–34)

   1. We are saved through faith alone in Christ alone. (v 30–31; Acts 4:12)

   2. We are sent to proclaim the gospel of God’s grace. (v. 32; Romans 10:14–

17; Ephesians 2:1–9)

   3. We should seek to be hospitable as the outflow of our joy in our salva-

tion. (v 33–34; Philippians 1:25; Psalm 67:3–4a)

 C.  Paul and Silas are released from prison. (Acts 16:35–40)

   1. Paul seeks a public apology for the good of the Philippian church in the 

future. (v 35–39)

   2. Paul and Silas encourage the new believers. (v 40; Acts 13:43; 14:22; 

15:32)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
• What was the significance of the slave girl being healed by Paul (Acts 16:16-18)? 

Why was Paul so annoyed with her when what she was saying was technically 

true?

• In what ways do you see the gospel being opposed in our society today? How are 

the various forms of opposition similar both today and in Paul’s day? How are they 

different?

• Consistently throughout Paul’s life we encounter him rejoicing in his suffering. 

How is he able to do this? Why do you think it is so difficult for us today to rejoice 

in our suffering? 

• Why must the gospel be proclaimed?

• After Cornelius’ conversion, as well as Lydia’s and the Philippian jailer’s conver-

sions, there is hospitality shown (Acts 10; 16:15, 34). Why do you think hospitality 

was so prominent? What kind of benefits can one experience through sharing in 

hospitality?

ACTS 16:16–28
Once when we were going to the place of 

prayer, we were met by a female slave who 

had a spirit by which she predicted the fu-

ture. She earned a great deal of money for her 

owners by fortune-telling. 17 She followed 

Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men 

are servants of the Most High God, who are 

telling you the way to be saved.” 18 She kept 

this up for many days. Finally Paul became 

so annoyed that he turned around and said 

to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ I 

command you to come out of her!” At that 

moment the spirit left her.

19 When her owners realized that their hope 

of making money was gone, they seized Paul 

and Silas and dragged them into the market-

place to face the authorities. 20 They brought 

them before the magistrates and said, “These 

men are Jews, and are throwing our city into 

an uproar 21 by advocating customs unlaw-

ful for us Romans to accept or practice.”

22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul 

and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them 

to be stripped and beaten with rods. 23 Af-

ter they had been severely flogged, they were 

thrown into prison, and the jailer was com-

manded to guard them carefully. 24 When he 

received these orders, he put them in the in-

ner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were pray-

ing and singing hymns to God, and the other 

prisoners were listening to them. 26 Sudden-

ly there was such a violent earthquake that 

the foundations of the prison were shaken. 

At once all the prison doors flew open, and 

everyone’s chains came loose. 27 The jailer 

woke up, and when he saw the prison doors 

open, he drew his sword and was about to 

kill himself because he thought the prison-

ers had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t 

harm yourself! We are all here!”

ACTS 16:31

They replied, “Believe 
in the Lord Jesus, and 
you will be saved—you 
and your household.”


