
I.  INTRODUCTION
 A.  Certain messages are so powerful they create a response because once they 

are heard people cannot remain neutral.

 B.  The gospel of Jesus Christ is such a message.

We are sent to proclaim the gospel that creates a response in all who 
hear.

II.  HOW DO PEOPLE RESPOND TO THE GOSPEL?
 A.  We are sent to proclaim the gospel to some who need to be persuaded. (Acts 

17:1–9)

   1. Sometimes people hear a message and they need proof of its credibility 

before they can believe.

   2. Paul gave such proof to the Thessalonians. 

     a. He “reasoned” with them—had a dialog

     b. He “explained” the gospel—opened it up in a way they could un-

derstand.

     c. He “proved” it to them—put along side his claims the evidence 

from the scriptures that everything he said was true.

   3. What was the result? 

     a. Some were persuaded. (Acts 17:4)

   1. They saw that what Paul said about Jesus was credible.

   2. The Bible is the revelation of Jesus Christ. (John 5:46)

     b. Some rose up in opposition. (Acts 17:5–9, 13)

   1. They opposed the message not because it wasn’t true but because they 

were jealous.

   2. Sometimes when our ideas or agendas can’t stand up against truth, 

rather than change our ideas and agendas, some people try to silence 

the message they don’t like with violence. (Acts 17:5–9)

     a. Paul saw this opposition as Satan trying to stop them. (1 Thessalo-

nians 2:17–18)

     b. But the message couldn’t be stopped. The gospel spread through 

the Thessalonian church. (1 Thessalonians 1:4–8)

   4. We are sent to proclaim the gospel to people who need to be persuaded.

 B.   We are sent to proclaim the gospel to some who will receive it with eager-

ness. (Acts 17:10–12)

   1. The Bereans received the gospel with great eagerness like a treasure to 

be discovered.

   2. They examined the scriptures to be sure everything they heard was true.

   3. That’s how all of us are to evaluate all we see and hear. Not based on 

political correctness, personal preference or cultural norms, but on the 

eternal, inspired word of God. (2 Timothy 3:16–17)

   4. The Bereans believed the gospel because God’s word confirmed that the 

gospel was true.

III. CONCLUSION (1 CORINTHIANS 15:1–5)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
• What is the gospel we are sent to proclaim? Why does the sharing of the gospel 

almost always create a response?

• Paul “reasoned with them from the scriptures explaining and proving that the 

Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead.” What passages of scripture would 

you use to reason with someone who might need to be persuaded that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Savior of the world?

• Why did some of the Jews at Thessalonica oppose Paul and the message in such a vio-

lent way? What does this tell you about some of the reasons why people might oppose 

Christians and the gospel today? How should Christians respond to the opposition?

• How did the Bereans’ response to the gospel serve to protect and guide them? 

How does their response help you understand why so many so-called Christians 

can be led astray to false gospels and watered down preaching as well as embrac-

ing so many immoral standards of the culture rather than Christ?

• How does Paul and Silas’ approach to the Thessalonians and Bereans impact how 

you will share the gospel with those to whom you are sent?

ACTS 17:2–12
As was his custom, Paul went into the syn-

agogue, and on three Sabbath days he rea-

soned with them from the Scriptures, 3 ex-

plaining and proving that the Messiah had 

to suffer and rise from the dead. “This Jesus 

I am proclaiming to you is the Messiah,” he 

said. 4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and 

joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number 

of God-fearing Greeks and quite a few prom-

inent women.

5 But other Jews were jealous; so they round-

ed up some bad characters from the market-

place, formed a mob and started a riot in the 

city. They rushed to Jason’s house in search 

of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out 

to the crowd.[a] 6 But when they did not find 

them, they dragged Jason and some other 

believers before the city officials, shouting: 

“These men who have caused trouble all over 

the world have now come here, 7 and Jason 

has welcomed them into his house. They 

are all defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that 

there is another king, one called Jesus.” 8 

When they heard this, the crowd and the city 

officials were thrown into turmoil. 9 Then 

they made Jason and the others post bond 

and let them go.

10 As soon as it was night, the believers sent 

Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving 

there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 

11 Now the Berean Jews were of more noble 

character than those in Thessalonica, for 

they received the message with great ea-

gerness and examined the Scriptures every 

day to see if what Paul said was true. 12 As 

a result, many of them believed, as did also 

a number of prominent Greek women and 

many Greek men.

ACTS 17:4

Some of the Jews were 
persuaded and joined 
Paul and Silas, as did 
a large number of God-
fearing Greeks and 
quite a few prominent 
women.


