
I.  INTRODUCTION
 A.  Knowing we are sent to do a task can make all the difference when we know 

what we’re sent to do needs to be done, is the right thing to do, and that God 

goes with us.

 B.  That was the perspective Paul needed when he was sent to Corinth. (Acts 

18:9–11)

 C.  Paul was reminded that he was sent to proclaim the gospel by God Himself. 

(Acts 26:12–23)

 D.  We are sent by Him too. 

God Himself has sent us to proclaim the gospel to all people.

II.  WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE TO KNOW WE 
ARE SENT BY GOD?

 A.  When we know we are sent by God to proclaim the gospel it keeps us strong 

even in the face of opposition. (Acts 18:9–17)

   1. Knowing you are sent by God and that He is with you gives you strength.

   2. Paul was attacked but God let no harm come to him. (Acts 18:9–12)

   3. Gallio the proconsul spoke up and threw out the case. 

     a. His ruling reinforced that God is in control.

     b. His ruling made preaching the gospel legal in the Roman Empire.

   4. Opposition is the sign that God is using us to advance His kingdom and 

Satan is trying to stop Him.

 B.  When we know we are sent by God to proclaim the gospel it keeps us focused 

on the will of God.

   1. There are many things, even good things, that may distract us from ful-

filling the mission God has given us.

   2. Paul stayed focused because he lived to do the will of God. (Acts 18:18–

22)

   3. Paul understood that when you become a Christian you died to doing 

your will and now you live to do God’s will. (Galatians 2:20)

     a. If Jesus lives in us then He lives to do God’s will through us. He 

always lives to do God’s will—bringing people to the Father. (John 

4:31–35; John 6:35–40; Luke 22:42)

     b. Paul understood this and doing God’s will became his focus. (Ro-

mans 1:1; 1 Cor 1:1; 2 Cor 1:1; Gal1:1; Eph 1:1; Col 1:1; 1 Tim 1:1; 2 

Tim 1:1)

   4. Paul said if it was God’s will he would return to Ephesus, and return he 

did. (Acts 18:23–20:38)

   5. You and I have the same calling and same focus to do God’s will in pro-

claiming the gospel, and God will be with us. 

III. CONCLUSION
Matthew 28:18–20; Acts 18:9–11
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
• Why do you think so many Christians fail to realize that they are sent by God 

Himself to share the gospel to lost people?

• What difference did it make in Paul’s life to remember that he had been sent by 

God to do the very thing he was doing in Philippi, Thessalonica, Athens and now 

Corinth?  What difference does it make in your life to know you are sent by God 

for the same purpose?

• God reminds us repeatedly that He will be with us in this outreach to lost people. 

Why did God remind Paul of this? Why is it important for us to remember this?

• God allows opposition for a purpose. Satan tries to use it to stop the spread of the 

gospel. God often uses it to magnify it. In Acts 18:6-11 the Jews opposed Paul. What 

was the effect of that opposition and how did God use it to spread the gospel?

• In Acts 18:12–17, how did God intervene to protect Paul from harm when he was 

attacked by the Jews? What does that say about God’s sovereignty? How does it 

affect your ability to share the gospel without fear?

• Read Galatians 2:20. What was Paul acknowledging and why is this perspective 

essential for all of us who desire to do the will of God?

ACTS 18:1–11
 After this, Paul left Athens and went to 

Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named Aqui-

la, a native of Pontus, who had recently come 

from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because 

Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. 

Paul went to see them, 3 and because he was 

a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and 

worked with them. 4 Every Sabbath he rea-

soned in the synagogue, trying to persuade 

Jews and Greeks.

5 When Silas and Timothy came from Mace-

donia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to 

preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus 

was the Messiah. 6 But when they opposed 

Paul and became abusive, he shook out his 

clothes in protest and said to them, “Your 

blood be on your own heads! I am innocent 

of it. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”

7 Then Paul left the synagogue and went next 

door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper 

of God. 8 Crispus, the synagogue leader, and 

his entire household believed in the Lord; 

and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul 

believed and were baptized.

9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: 

“Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not 

be silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one is 

going to attack and harm you, because I have 

many people in this city.” 11 So Paul stayed in 

Corinth for a year and a half, teaching them 

the word of God.

ACTS 18:9

One night the Lord 
spoke to Paul in 
a vision: “Do not 
be afraid; keep on 
speaking, do not be 
silent.


