
I.  HELPING ONE ANOTHER GROW IN DISCIPLESHIP 
(ACTS 18:24–28)

 A.  Who is Apollos? (v 24–25)

   1. An Egyptian Jew from Alexandria (v 24)

   2. A gifted teacher who was eloquent, intelligent,  and accurate (v 25).

   3. A beloved orator (1 Corinthians 1:10–17; 3:5–9)

 B.  Our giftedness does not excuse us from continuing to grow. (v 25–26)

   1. Apollos taught accurately and was competent but was deficient. (v 

25b–26)

   2. He needed the way of God explained more accurately. (v 26)

 C.  Through the church, God grows the church. (v 26–28)

   1. Priscilla and Aquila use hospitality to explain and teach Apollos. (v 26; 

Colossians 3:16)

   2. Later, Paul would instruct the Ephesian church on how to grow. 

(Ephesians 4:11–16)

   3. We are the instruments, but God is the Cause. (v 27–28; 1 Corinthians 

3:5–7)

II.  PAUL’S MINISTRY IN EPHESUS (ACTS 19:1–12)
 A.  Paul encounters some disciples of John the Baptist. (v 1–7)

   1. Belief and receiving the Holy Spirit go hand-in-hand. (v 1–2)

   2. John’s baptism cannot save but prepares for Jesus and the salvation He 

accomplished. (v 3–5; Luke 3:3–4, 15–16; John 1:29–31)

   3. Acts 1:8 is being fulfilled. (v. 6–7; 2:4; 10:45–48)

 B.  Paul returns to the synagogue in Ephesus. (v 8–12)

   1. Paul promised he would return if God wills. (Acts 18:19–21; 19:8)

   2. Paul’s practice is to go to the Jews first, then to the Gentiles. (v 8–10; 

Romans 1:16; Acts 17:17–18, 22)

   3. God was doing extraordinary things through Paul. (v 11–12)

III.  ALLEGIANCE TO JESUS RESULTS IN RADICAL 
OBEDIENCE. (ACTS 19:13–20)

 A.  Recognizing Jesus’ authority without surrendering to Him is dangerous. (v. 

13–17)

   1. They were using Jesus’ name for their own gain. (v 13–15)

   2. Jesus will be exalted and God will be glorified. (v 16–17)

 B.  Radical obedience is a consequence of belief, not the cause. (v 18–19)

 C.  We are sent to proclaim the pure gospel and God is responsible for the 

results. (v 20)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
• Many times we believe that highly gifted/talented people have “arrived.” Although 

Apollos was very gifted, why did he still need to grow? Why does giftedness not 

excuse us from continuing to grow?

• How did Priscilla and Aquila help Apollos grow (Acts 18:26)? What role did hospi-

tality play in that process? How can your home be used to help grow others? 

• Why is it important to know that God is the cause of our growth in Christ?

• How is Acts 1:8 being fulfilled through Paul’s ministry in Ephesus (Acts 19:1–12)?

• What is the difference between recognizing Jesus’ authority and surrendering to 

Him? How do you know when you’ve surrendered to Jesus?

ACTS 18:24–19:7
Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native 

of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a 

learned man, with a thorough knowledge of 

the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in 

the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great 

fervor[a] and taught about Jesus accurately, 

though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 

He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. 

When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they 

invited him to their home and explained to 

him the way of God more adequately.

27 When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, 

the brothers and sisters encouraged him 

and wrote to the disciples there to welcome 

him. When he arrived, he was a great help to 

those who by grace had believed. 28 For he 

vigorously refuted his Jewish opponents in 

public debate, proving from the Scriptures 

that Jesus was the Messiah.

19 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took 

the road through the interior and arrived at 

Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2 

and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy 

Spirit when you believed?”

They answered, “No, we have not even heard 

that there is a Holy Spirit.”

3 So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you 

receive?”

“John’s baptism,” they replied.

4 Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of 

repentance. He told the people to believe in 

the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 

5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the 

name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed 

his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on 

them, and they spoke in tongues and proph-

esied. 7 There were about twelve men in all.

ACTS 19:8

Paul entered the 
synagogue and spoke 
boldly there for three 
months, arguing 
persuasively about the 
kingdom of God.


