
I.   JESUS IN SAMARIA 
(JOHN 4:4–6 & 8)

 A.  Samaria—the place the faithful avoided

 B.  Jesus, like us, experienced weariness. 

II.  THE OPPORTUNITY THAT WAS NOT AN OPPORTUNITY
 A.   A woman going to the well at midday wants to be alone.

 B.   Jesus was not held back by customs or expectations.

 C.   The gulf between Jews and Samaritans is like the one between Muslims and 
us.

 D.   Plenty of good reasons/excuses for not engaging

III. JESUS CREATED THE  
OPPORTUNITY

 A.   Taking the initiative (v 7, 10, 13)

 B.   He saw her need.

 C.  A discouraging response (v 11–12)

 D.  Getting through (v 13–15)

IV. FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF JESUS
 A.  Why don’t we do as Jesus did? Identifying our fears

 B.  Jesus declared He would be with us when we obey Him. (Matthew 28:20, 
Acts 1:8)

 C.  Responding like Jesus, caring like Jesus, being confident in Jesus.
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REFLECTIONS
• Jews and Samaritans did not get on. They each had a catalogue of reasons for 

rejecting the other. Be honest, how do you feel about Muslims? Are those feelings 
from the flesh or the Spirit?

• Have you had experiences of talking with Muslims, good or bad? What can you 
learn from the way Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman?

• How confident can we be that the Lord will help us with difficult conversations?

• When opportunities come but we are weary, tired and would prefer to be alone, 
what help can we expect from the Lord?

• How ready are we to ask Him to give us more opportunities to share His word with 
others?

JOHN 4:4–15
And he had to pass through Samaria. 5 So 
he came to a town of Samaria called Sy-
char, near the field that Jacob had given to 
his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there; so 
Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, 
was sitting beside the well. It was about 
the sixth hour.

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw 
water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 
8 (For his disciples had gone away into the 
city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman 
said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask 
for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” 
(For Jews have no dealings with Samari-
tans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew 
the gift of God, and who it is that is say-
ing to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would 
have asked him, and he would have given 
you living water.” 11 The woman said to 
him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water 
with, and the well is deep. Where do you 
get that living water? 12 Are you greater 
than our father Jacob? He gave us the well 
and drank from it himself, as did his sons 
and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, 
“Everyone who drinks of this water will 
be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of 
the water that I will give him will never 
be thirsty again. The water that I will give 
him will become in him a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.” 15 The wom-
an said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so 
that I will not be thirsty or have to come 
here to draw water.”

JOHN 4:13–14a

Jesus said to her, 
“Everyone who drinks 
of this water will be 
thirsty again,  but 
whoever drinks of 
the water that I will 
give him will never be 
thirsty again.


