
I.  INTRODUCTION
 A.  The same message can create conflict or bring comfort.

 B.  It all depends on who or what you believe.

 C.  The gospel of Jesus is such a message.

We are sent to proclaim the gospel to all peoples and leave the results to God.

II.  WHAT RESULTS MIGHT WE EXPECT?
 A.   We are sent to proclaim the gospel that creates conflict in those who follow 

the gods of this world. (Acts 19:23–34)

   1. Paul preached the gospel that exposed the false worship of Artemis of 

the Ephesians.

   2. Demetrius, who loved the money he made off selling Artemis idols, saw 

the gospel as a threat to his true god, which was money.

   3. He rallied opposition in hopes of silencing the gospel. (Acts 19:25-31)

   4. The gospel created a conflict that incited a riot.

   5. People today still have conflict with the gospel when they love other 

things more than Jesus. (Titus 1:15-16; Matthew 15:8-9a; 1 John 2:3-6, 15-

17)

   6.  We are sent to proclaim the gospel that creates conflict because some-

times the conflict is good. It can help people to see their false gods and 

can open their eyes to the truth.

 B.  We are sent to proclaim the gospel that brings comfort to those who follow 

the resurrected Jesus. (Acts 20:1–12)

   1. The same gospel that creates conflict in some brings encouragement 

and comfort to others who follow Jesus.

     a. Encouragement (Acts 20:1–6)

   2. Paul used the word of God to encourage his fellow believers. (2 Thessalo-

nians 2:13–17; Titus 2:11–15; Romans 15:4–6; Titus 1:9)

   3. We are to encourage one another in the same way. (Hebrews 3:12–14; 

10:23–25; 12:5–7a)

     a. Comfort (Acts 20:7–12)

   4. Paul gathers the church at Troas to have communion and preach the 

word before he leaves the next day.

   5. Eutychus falls asleep and falls to his death.

   6. Paul raises him to life—continues preaching until daylight and the peo-

ple went home greatly comforted.

     a. Comforted by the word Paul preached about Christ and the resur-

rection

     b. Comforted to see proof of the resurrection Paul preached when he 

raised Eutychus from the dead. 

   7. The gospel comforts believers with the truth that because Jesus lives we 

too shall live with Him forever.

   8. We are sent to proclaim the gospel that brings comfort and encourage-

ment to those who follow the resurrected Jesus.

III. CONCLUSION
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
• What are some of the false gods that seek to steal our worship and devotion? Why 

do you think the message of the gospel creates conflict in people who want to stay 

aligned with the false gods of this world?

• Paul told the Colossians in Colossians 3:5 that evil desires and greed is idolatry. 

Why do you think he would say that and how does it relate to our understanding 

of how the gospel can create conflict?

• How does it help us in sharing the gospel to know that we are sent by God and 

that the conflict that is sometimes created is expected, even desired? How does 

God use this conflict between the gospel and false gods for His kingdom purposes?

• Why is the gospel message such a comfort to people who sincerely follow Jesus?

• How does the message of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus comfort and 

encourage you? How does God want you to use this message to comfort others?

• Read Hebrews 10:23–25. Why are the encouragement of the scriptures and our 

fellowship together so vital for each of us who live to know God and to make Him 

known?

ACTS 20:1–12
When the uproar had ended, Paul sent for the 

disciples and, after encouraging them, said 

goodbye and set out for Macedonia. 2 He trav-

eled through that area, speaking many words 

of encouragement to the people, and finally 

arrived in Greece, 3 where he stayed three 

months. Because some Jews had plotted 

against him just as he was about to sail for 

Syria, he decided to go back through Macedo-

nia. 4 He was accompanied by Sopater son of 

Pyrrhus from Berea, Aristarchus and Secun-

dus from Thessalonica, Gaius from Derbe, 

Timothy also, and Tychicus and Trophimus 

from the province of Asia. 5 These men went 

on ahead and waited for us at Troas. 6 But we 

sailed from Philippi after the Festival of Un-

leavened Bread, and five days later joined the 

others at Troas, where we stayed seven days.

7 On the first day of the week we came to-

gether to break bread. Paul spoke to the peo-

ple and, because he intended to leave the 

next day, kept on talking until midnight. 8 

There were many lamps in the upstairs room 

where we were meeting. 9 Seated in a win-

dow was a young man named Eutychus, who 

was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked 

on and on. When he was sound asleep, he fell 

to the ground from the third story and was 

picked up dead. 10 Paul went down, threw 

himself on the young man and put his arms 

around him. “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. 

“He’s alive!” 11 Then he went upstairs again 

and broke bread and ate. After talking until 

daylight, he left. 12 The people took the young 

man home alive and were greatly comforted.

ACTS 20:1

When the uproar had 
ended, Paul sent for 
the disciples and, after 
encouraging them, 
said goodbye and set 
out for Macedonia.


