
I. INTRODUCTION
 A.  We never know where God will send us or to whom.

 B.  Wherever we go and whomever we meet, God sent us to speak to them about 

Christ—His death, burial and resurrection.

We are sent to speak the gospel to whomever God sends.

II. WHY IS THIS SO?
 A.  The gospel is the truth that confronts people with their sin. (Acts 24)

   1. The gospel confronted Governor Felix with his sins of pride, lust, selfish-

ness and greed.

   2. Paul spoke of faith in Christ, righteousness, self-control and the judg-

ment to come.

   3. Felix became afraid but he never responded in faith.

   4. We like Paul are called to share the gospel so that people can know of 

their sin and hopefully turn to Christ to be saved.

 B.  The gospel is the truth that confronts people with their ignorance. (Acts 25)

   1. Porcius Festus, who replaced Felix as governor, was a better man but 

clueless to spiritual things.

   2. When he heard Paul talk of Christ and the resurrection, he said he was 

at a loss to understand those matters.

   3. He heard but he never believed, and two years later he died.

   4. You and I are sent to proclaim the gospel to those who have never heard 

or understood in hopes they might hear the truth and turn to God and 

be saved.

 C.  The gospel is the truth that confronts people with their religious complacen-

cy. (Acts 26)

   1. King Agrippa II was a religious man but he had no relationship with God.

   2. Like so many religious people they think their religion is enough and 

they become complacent to their need for a relationship with God.

   3. We are sent to speak to them in hopes that they may see religion is not 

enough and seek relationship with God through faith in the death, buri-

al and resurrection of Christ.

III. CONCLUSION—ROMANS 1:16
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
• Paul never changed the message of the gospel, but he always contextualized the 

message of the gospel to address whatever person or culture he faced. What is 

the heart of the gospel message that never changes? Give examples of how you 

might present the unchanging gospel in the midst of ever-changing culture and 

circumstances.

• The Roman governor Felix was a man steeped in sin and selfishness. Pride, greed 

and lust were just a few of his sins. Read Acts 24, especially verses 10–26. What 

impresses you about Paul’s approach in presenting the gospel to Felix? What do 

you learn from this about the importance of helping people to be confronted with 

their sin problem without offense or accusation?

• Porcius Festus was clueless when it came to spiritual matters.  He was ignorant 

of the scriptures, so Paul took a different approach. Based on Festus’ response in 

Acts 25:18–21, what do you think Paul preached to this unbeliever? How does this 

shape your thinking on what to include in your witness to unbelievers?

• Herod Agrippa was a religious man, secure in his religion and position to the 

point he saw no need to seriously consider the claims of Christ. In Acts 26, what 

approach did Paul take to confront Agrippa with his complacency and his need 

to take action on what he claimed to believe from the law and the prophets? 

How does Paul’s approach help you in thinking through how you may approach 

religious people who do not know the importance of a relationship with Christ?

• All of these encounters in Paul’s life helped equip and prepare him for the future 

witness he would be sent to proclaim in Rome. How has Paul’s example helped 

equip and prepare you to speak to the people whom God will send to you?

ACTS 26:9–18
“I too was convinced that I ought to do all 

that was possible to oppose the name of Je-

sus of Nazareth. 10 And that is just what I did 

in Jerusalem. On the authority of the chief 

priests I put many of the Lord’s people in 

prison, and when they were put to death, I 

cast my vote against them. 11 Many a time I 

went from one synagogue to another to have 

them punished, and I tried to force them to 

blaspheme. I was so obsessed with persecut-

ing them that I even hunted them down in 

foreign cities.

12 “On one of these journeys I was going to 

Damascus with the authority and commis-

sion of the chief priests. 13 About noon, King 

Agrippa, as I was on the road, I saw a light 

from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing 

around me and my companions. 14 We all 

fell to the ground, and I heard a voice say-

ing to me in Aramaic,[b] ‘Saul, Saul, why do 

you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick 

against the goads.’

15 “Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’

“ ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the 

Lord replied. 16 ‘Now get up and stand on 

your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint 

you as a servant and as a witness of what you 

have seen and will see of me. 17 I will res-

cue you from your own people and from the 

Gentiles. I am sending you to them 18 to open 

their eyes and turn them from darkness to 

light, and from the power of Satan to God, so 

that they may receive forgiveness of sins and 

a place among those who are sanctified by 

faith in me.’

ACTS 26:29

“I pray to God that not 
only you but all who 
are listening to me 
today may become 
what I am, except for 
these chains.”


