
I.  PAUL’S FINAL LEG TO ROME (ACTS 28:11–16)
 A.  In whom do we trust? (v 11, 14:15)

   1. The living God who acts (Acts 23:11; 27:23–25; 28:6)

   2. Ourselves and our own resources (v 11; Isaiah 44:13–20)

 B.  We are often encouraged by one another. (v 12–15)

   1. Paul arrives in Puteoli and meets the Christians there. (v 12–14)

   2. The encouraging effects of God’s gift of hospitality (v 15; Romans 12:9–

16; 1 Peter 4:8–11)

 C.  Paul arrives at Rome and is allowed to live on his own. (v 16)

II.  PAUL GATHERS WITH THE JEWISH LEADERS OF 
ROME. (ACTS 28:17–28)

 A.  Paul seeks to tell his story of why he is in chains. (v 17–22)

   1. The local Jewish leaders are called together. (v 17a)

   2. Paul presents his case. (v 17b–19)

   3. The hope of Israel is the gospel of God’s grace in Jesus. (v 20; 20:24; 

24:14–15; 26:4–8; 26:22–23)

   4. The Jews respond with willingness to hear Paul. (v 21–22)

 B.  Paul lays out the gospel of Jesus, which produces mixed results. (v 23–28)

   1. God is the gospel because of the person and work of Jesus. (v 23; Romans 

4:25; 1 Peter 3:18)

   2. The response to the gospel is never guaranteed. (v 24; 17:32–34)

   3. Everyone will find the gospel disagreeable at some point. (v 25–26)

III.  PAUL EMBODIES WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A DISCI-
PLE OF JESUS. (ACTS 28:30–31)

 A.  Disciples utilize hospitality to lovingly serve their neighbors and cultivate 

relationships for the glory of God. (v 30)

   1. Hospitality is commanded by God for all believers and is a specific quali-

fication for leaders. (Titus 1:7–8)

   2. Hospitality is connected to the ethics of the kingdom of God because it 

reflects the generous heart of God. (Matthew 25:34–40)

 B.  Disciples proclaim the kingdom of God and the Lord Jesus (v 31; Mark 1:14)

   1. We prioritize the kingdom of God in our pursuits and identity. (Matthew 

6:33; Philippians 3:20–21)

   2. We proclaim (announce) Jesus as king and His kingdom has come. (Acts 

1:3, 6–8)

 C.  Disciples live boldly confident in the power and presence of God. (v 31)

   1. The Spirit empowers us to live boldly for Jesus and the kingdom. (Luke 

3:16, 18; Acts 4:31–35)

   2. God is with us, we must trust this. (Acts 18:9-10; 23:11; Matthew 28:20b)

 D.  Jesus continues to work, and the story of God’s redemption is still being writ-

ten. (Acts 1:1)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
• What is an idol? How can idols be both tangible and intangible? In what ways is 

idolatry prevalent today?

• What are some positive effects of hospitality?  Why should our gratitude for 

hospitality ultimately be directed toward God?

• What does Paul identify as the hope of Israel?  How does the resurrection of Jesus 

satisfy the hope every human being has to some degree?

• What does it mean that “God is the gospel”?

• What are the three common responses to the gospel? Why aren’t responses to the 

gospel guaranteed?

• What is the connection between hospitality and the kingdom of God? How can 

you utilize hospitality to lovingly serve your neighbor?

• How does Paul exhibit what it means to be a disciple?

ACTS 28:23–31
They arranged to meet Paul on a certain 

day, and came in even larger numbers to the 

place where he was staying. He witnessed 

to them from morning till evening, explain-

ing about the kingdom of God, and from 

the Law of Moses and from the Prophets he 

tried to persuade them about Jesus. 24 Some 

were convinced by what he said, but others 

would not believe. 25 They disagreed among 

themselves and began to leave after Paul had 

made this final statement: “The Holy Spirit 

spoke the truth to your ancestors when he 

said through Isaiah the prophet:

26 “‘Go to this people and say, “You will be 

ever hearing but never understanding; you 

will be ever seeing but never perceiving.”

27 For this people’s heart has become cal-

loused; they hardly hear with their ears, and 

they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they 

might see with their eyes, hear with their 

ears, understand with their hearts and turn, 

and I would heal them.’

28 “Therefore I want you to know that God’s 

salvation has been sent to the Gentiles, and 

they will listen!” [29]

30 For two whole years Paul stayed there in 

his own rented house and welcomed all who 

came to see him. 31 He proclaimed the king-

dom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus 

Christ—with all boldness and without hin-

drance!

ACTS 28:28

“Therefore I want you 
to know that God’s 
salvation has been 
sent to the Gentiles, 
and they will listen!”


