
I. INTRODUCTION
 A.  If we are not carefree, we can begin to think that things are on loan for us to 

use is actually ours.

 B.  We can even resent when the owners want to use their own stuff.

 C.  Everything we have is on loan from God. He owns everything. We are not 
owners, we are stewards. We only manage God’s stuff for His purpose.

 D.  It was that understanding that made King David and others so generous in 
their giving and so joyful in their service to God.

When we believe that everything belongs to God, it frees us to live the 
joy God intended us to live.

II.  WHAT IS THE WAY TO THAT KIND OF LIFE?
 A.  When we know everything belongs to God, we can give ourselves more com-

pletely.

   1.  This is not half hearted devotion, this is whole hearted surrender.  (1 
Chronicles 29:3–5)

   2.  We must first consecrate ourselves to God.

     a.  Consecrate—“to fill His hand”

     b.  To give all I am and all I have completely into God’s Hands for 
Him to use however He pleases.

   3.  King David did this and called his people to do the same.

   4.  It’s the same thing Jesus called us to, total surrender  (Luke 14:25–27)

   5.  It’s what caused the persecuted, suffering Macedonian Christians to be 
so generous – they gave themselves fast to God in everything. 

   6.  David’s question is as relevant today as its ever been, “who is willing to 
consecrate themselves to the Lord today?”

 B.  When we know everything belongs to God, we will give our possessions 
more willingly.  (1 Chronicles 29:6–9, 17)

   1.  When it comes to providing for God’s work, there is never a supply 
shortage problem, it’s always a distribution problem. People become 
unwilling to give what God has supplied.

   2.  The thing that marked David, his people, the Macedonian believers and 
others was their sincere willingness to give.  (1 Chronicles 29:6, 9, 17; 2 
Corinthians 8:1–7; 2 Corinthians 9:10–15)

   3. Opportunities to give are often God’s test of our heart, integrity and 
willingness. (1 Chronicles 29:17; 2 Corinthians 8:8–9; Luke 16:10–15)

   4.  People unwilling to give to God what He has provided for His purpose, 
are robbing God. (Malachi 3:6–18)

   5.  God owns everything including each of us, and we are to give our-
selves and all we have to God, for His use however he pleases.

III.  CONCLUSION (2 Corinthians 9:6–7)
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• We come into the world with nothing and we take nothing with us when we go 
because nothing belongs to us. Everything belongs to God. David prayed in 1 
Chronicles 29:16, “... all of it belongs to You.” If this is true why do you think so 
many of us live as though what we have belongs to us?

• King David, the Israelites, the Macedonian believers all gave like they did because 
they had first consecrated themselves to God. The word “consecrated” means “to 
fill His hand” – to give all I am and all I have into His hands for His use however 
He chooses. Why is this kind of surrender so critical to experience the fullness of 
life that Jesus is offering?

• Read 1 Chronicles 29:17. How does God use our handling of money and 
possessions to test out hearts? Why do you think God calls the way we give a test 
of our integrity? What would our giving look like if we gave “willingly and with an 
honest intent”?

• Read 2 Corinthians 9:6–15. What are some of the realities and results of generous 
giving? What would it look like to be a cheerful giver and why is that so important 
to God?

• Read Luke 16:10–15. What is worldly wealth?  What are the true riches God wants 
to entrust us with? How does handling worldly wealth become an indicator of our 
readiness to be a kingdom manager of God’s true riches?

• Why is it so important to know and live the reality that comes from knowing that 
everything belongs to God?

1 CHRONICLES 29:1–9
Then King David said to the whole assem-
bly: “My son Solomon, the one whom God 
has chosen, is young and inexperienced. 
The task is great, because this palatial 
structure is not for man but for the Lord 
God. 2 With all my resources I have pro-
vided for the temple of my God—gold for 
the gold work, silver for the silver, bronze 
for the bronze, iron for the iron and wood 
for the wood, as well as onyx for the set-
tings, turquoise, stones of various colors, 
and all kinds of fine stone and marble—
all of these in large quantities. 3 Besides, 
in my devotion to the temple of my God 
I now give my personal treasures of gold 
and silver for the temple of my God, over 
and above everything I have provided for 
this holy temple: 4 three thousand talents 
of gold (gold of Ophir) and seven thou-
sand talents of refined silver, for the over-
laying of the walls of the buildings, 5 for 
the gold work and the silver work, and for 
all the work to be done by the craftsmen. 
Now, who is willing to consecrate them-
selves to the Lord today?”

6 Then the leaders of families, the officers 
of the tribes of Israel, the commanders of 
thousands and commanders of hundreds, 
and the officials in charge of the king’s 
work gave willingly. 7 They gave toward 
the work on the temple of God five thou-
sand talents and ten thousand darics of 
gold, ten thousand talents of silver, eigh-
teen thousand talents of bronze and a 
hundred thousand talents of iron. 8 Any-
one who had precious stones gave them 
to the treasury of the temple of the Lord in 
the custody of Jehiel the Gershonite. 9 The 
people rejoiced at the willing response of 
their leaders, for they had given freely 
and wholeheartedly to the Lord. David 
the king also rejoiced greatly.

1 CHRONICLES 29:14
“But who am I, and who are my people, 

that we should be able to give as 

generously as this? Everything comes 

from you, and we have given you only 

what comes from your hand.”


