
I. Introduction
 A.  We are taught from an early age that if we want to get something we have to earn it by 

our own effort or goodness.

 B.  That system of works is a barrier to salvation because salvation is not by works but the 

gift of God’s grace alone.

   1. Common grace is God’s gift to provide all we need to live physically.

   2. Saving grace is God’s gift responding to our sin problem so we could be saved and 

live spiritually in relationship with Him.

Communion reminds us of what the reformers discovered in the gospel ... 
salvation is by grace alone.

II.  Salvation is not by works but the gift of God’s grace 
alone.

 A.  The pre-reformation world lived under a system of works righteousness that left people 

with no assurance, no hope, and subject to manipulation and abuse by the church. 

 B.  The reality of Sola Gratia—that salvation is a gift from God’s grace, not by works—sent 

a shockwave of joy through the reformation world. (Ephesians 2:4–9)

   1. We were dead in our trespasses and sins.

   2. But God loved us and by grace saved us.

   3. Not only that . . .

     a. God made us alive in Christ (v5)

     b. God raised us up with Christ (v6)

     c. God seated us (enthroned us) with Jesus in the heavenly realms (v6, Colos-

sians 3:1–4) 

 C.  All this is by grace alone. (Ephesians 2:8–9)

   1. Not from ourselves 

   2. It is by grace, through faith.

   3. It is not by works but by grace. It is a gift. (Romans 6:23)

 D.  We aren’t saved by works but we are created by God to do wood works because we are 

saved by His grace. (Ephesians 2:10; Titus 2:11–14)

III. Conclusion (Romans 3:21–24)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
• In your own words, what is the doctrine of Sola Gratia?

• Why was salvation by grace alone such a powerful truth that it fueled a reformation of 

understanding and relationship with God?

• Read Ephesians 2:8–9. What did God say about why we are saved by grace through faith and 

that “not of ourselves”? What would people most likely do if salvation could be earned by our 

works? Who gets the glory in the works system?

• Read Galatians 2:21. Paul said he didn’t set aside or nullify the grace of God for what powerfully 

important reason? How does a false system of salvation by works effect the message of the gospel?

• Paul told the Ephesians in Ephesians 2:2 that the world and Satan were at work in the lives 

of people dead in their trespasses and sins, and it showed by the works they lived out. Read 

Ephesians 2:10. What kind of works are to be seen in the lives of people who are saved by grace 

and made alive in Christ Jesus? Are those works seen in your life?

EPHESIANS 2:4–5
But because of his great love 
for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, made us alive with Christ 
even when we were dead in 
transgressions—it is by grace you 
have been saved.

Five Solas
May He display His glory in my heart,
That glory in the ones He’s set apart.
May He display His glory in His Son
As we proclaim the pure and Holy One.

Forever we’re to glorify His name.
For all time this will be our greatest aim,
To tell in love how Christ has saved through grace,
As we rejoice while gazing on His face.

The Testaments both Old and New, the Word
Revealing everything we knew and heard
Comprise the only document we’ll need
To judge our thoughts and plan our lives in deed.

The power of faith in His redeeming act
Is based on truth—a simple fact.
Yes, Jesus is the radiance of the love
Of Father, Trinity, our God above. 

And so, we exercise our faith and give
Our love to Him, in all the days we live.
May what we think about or plan and do
Praise Father, Holy Spirit—Jesus, too.

May He Himself indwell our hearts that we
Can demonstrate a life of liberty,
Of love and faith, and joy—such fame
That all who live will glorify that name.

And may we glorify that Son so well
That all may see and hear, as we just tell
Of Him whose loving death on Calvary
Can set the sinning ones forever free.

—Charles H. Reed

The ideas expressed here are inspired by the book 
The Five Solas: Foundational Truth That Defines Our Faith,
by the Golden Hills Community Church staff, 2018.


