
I. Introduction
 A.  We live by faith everyday whether we realize it or not.

 B.  We can’t see everything so we take action based on the faith or assurance we have that 

what we hope for will be realized. (Hebrews 11:1)

 C.  That’s why we are called to live by faith in God and the gospel. (Romans 1:16–17)

 D.  We are saved, not by works of the law, but by grace through faith in Christ. (Romans 

3:19–25; Ephesians 2:8–9; Romans 3:22)

 E.  Faith is a gift and we must respond to that faith by believing – putting our trust in God 

and His word. (Faith is a noun. Believe is a verb. Faith is what we have. Believe is what 

we do.) (John 1:12–13; Romans 10:9–17)

 F.  We need a right standing before God and that comes by faith alone. 

The righteousness we need and hope for is given by God’s grace through faith 
alone.

II.   Why is Sola Fide such an important foundational 
truth?

 A.  It is through faith alone that we are declared righteous. (Romans 3:21–26)

   1. We all have standards we use to measure our own righteousness, but all that righ-

teousness is like filthy rags to God. (Isaiah 64:6)

   2. Paul said no one will be declared righteous by keeping the law. (Romans 3:19–20)

   3. A righteousness apart from the law has been revealed in Christ and the gospel. 

(Romans 3:21–24)

     a. We are justified by faith.

     b. Justified—declared righteous

     c. God imputes (transfers) Christ’s righteousness to us by grace through faith. 

(2 Corinthians 5:21; Romans 5:1–2, 9; Romans 8:1–4; Romans 3:25–26)

     d. This justification has always been by faith. (Romans 4:1–3; John 8:56; 

Romans 3:22–24)

 B.  It is through faith alone we can live Christ’s righteousness. (Romans 3:27–31)

   1. Paul said while we can’t be saved by keeping the law, once the law reveals our sin 

and need for a savior, we can turn to Christ by faith, be justified and then we live 

to uphold (establish, fulfill) the goodness of God’s law. (Romans 3:31)

     a. Jesus came not to abolish the law but to fulfill it. (Matthew 5:17–20)

     b. We are to live by faith to demonstrate God’s good righteous work is at work 

in us. (Matthew 5:14–17)

   2. This is why James put such an emphasis on how faith without works is dead.

   3. This teaching does not contradict Paul. Paul focuses on how to be justified. James 

focuses on how you live by faith once you are justified. 

   4. The reformed formula “We are justified by faith alone, but not by a faith that is 

alone.”

   5. Saving faith leads to sanctification—a life set apart and lived in obedience to God. 
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
• In your own words, what is faith?

• Paul told the Ephesians that we are saved by grace through faith alone. Why do you think this 

was such a powerful discovery that fueled a reformation in the 16th century? How does this 

truth effect how you see your salvation and the salvation of others?

• What is justification and why do we need it?

• How does justification differ from sanctification? How is faith related to both?

• What did Paul mean when he said we are declared righteous by faith alone and not by works? 

What did James mean when he said we are considered righteous by what we do and not by faith 

alone?

• Why are these two statements not in conflict? How do they help us understand the importance 

of faith and works?

• How is the reality of your being justified by faith seen in the works coming from your life?

EPHESIANS 2:8–10
For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith—and this is 
not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God—not by works, so that no 
one can boast. For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus 
to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.

(Romans 2:13; James 1:22–25; Ephesians 2:8–10)

III. Conclusion


