
 
 
 

  
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
  
 A. A violation of loyalty and commitment is devastating at any  
  time, but especially when it happens in the Kingdom of God. 
 
 B. Far too many people and churches who start strong with God 
  turn away and fall for a variety of reasons. 
 
 C. It didn’t happen to the Thessalonians and it doesn’t have to  
  happen to us. 
 
 D. We can all “stand firm in the Lord.” 
 

STAYING STRONG AND LIVING READY INVOLVES 
CONTINUALLY STANDING FIRM IN THE LORD. 

 
II. HOW DOES THAT HAPPEN? 
  
 A. People stand firm in the Lord by looking to God to help them 
  deepen their faith. 

   (1 Thessalonians 3:6,10) 

  1. The fundamentals are essential and must be constantly  
   perfected. 
   a. “Supply what is lacking in your faith.” 
   b. Supply — “perfect or bring to completion.” 
    
  2. We need to keep adding to our faith. 

(2 Peter 1:3-11) 

   a. We do that by learning through continually hearing the 
    Word of God. 

(Romans 10:17) 

   b. We do that by putting the Word of God into practice. 
    (Philippians 4:8-9; James 1:22-25) 

   c. Then our faith will be deepened through testing. 
(James 1:2-4) 

  3.  Most people fall because they stop listening to and  
    obeying God’s Word.  Don’t let it happen to you. 
   
  B. People stand firm in the Lord by looking to God to help  
    grow their love. 

(1Thessalonians 3:6,12) 

    
   1.  The strongest people are those who are “other-minded,” 
     demonstrated by the way they love. 

(1 Thessalonians 3:12) 

     a.  Love — agape.  God’s unconditional love 
     b.  Increase — “abound in quantity” 
     c.  Overflow — “abundance” 
    
   2.  Paul told them God has filled you with His love. Now                          
     they were to let God grow their love to overflowing. 
     a.  People who don’t love end up being self-focused. 
     b.  People who love become very God focused. 

      (1 John 3:11-20, 21-24; 4:7-12, 16-21; 5:1-5) 

    
   3.  People who are growing in God’s love usually   
     demonstrate that by the way they give, pray and serve. 
    
   4.  People who deepen in faith and grow in love will find  
     God strengthening their hearts. 
    
   5.  Such people will stay strong and live ready for they will be  
     blameless and holy standing firm in the Lord’s presence. 

(1 Thessalonians 3:13) 
         

III.  CONCLUSION 
 

 A. The key is that we keep growing and keep going in our  
  relationship with Jesus and never stop. 

(Philippians 3:12-4:1; 1 Peter 5:6-11) 
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